
His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, 
Primate of the Armenian Church 
of America (Eastern Diocese), and 
President of the Diocesan Council, 
630 Second Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

February 21, 1983 

l·IY name is Haroutun Orchanian, member of the Holy Trinity 
Armenian Church Parish Council of Toronto, Canada. 

The reason of my letter is about our council meetings for 
the past few months. I find these contrary to our By-Laws and 
parliamentary rules. 

1.- The parish council had taken decision to call a special 
parish meeting for Sunday, October 24th, 19S2, to inform the 
members about the restrictions AGBU and Armon Ontario \'lant the 
church to agree to, if \'le have to purchase the land. HO\·mver, 
our chairman, I~. Sarkis Tchilinguirian called the meeting orr 
two weeks before, when all the invitations \•Tere ready to go, 
by calling a vote, and then assuming that if the absent members 
\'lOuld have been in, they \'10uld have voted as he thought. \'ihile 
one member was in Armenia, the other in bed at home and another 
one at t•'Ork (night shift), I found this illegal. . 

2.- On October 17th, 19S2, we, the parish council members, in 
the presence of Rev. Father Housig Neshanian and I~. Berge · 
Papazian, church lal-:yer, \'rhile discussing the draft agreement 
and its paragraph 15 especially, we found it unacceptable, and 
vdth majority vote (5 in favor, 2 against and 1 abstain), \'te 
have deleted paragraph 15 and all or its restrictions. The 
chairman, l•Ir. s. Tchilinguirian '\'tas to inform the Diocesan Council 
to that effect since they were about to discuss the draft, a 
copy of which \'las in their possession. To my kno\·rledge this 
did not happen, because when I asked the chairman the follol'ring 
\"reek in the council if he had l':ri tten to the Diocese, the reply 
l·ms "No". The same day he premised to do so. 

The follol'ring \mek \1hen I asked him if the letter '\'ras sent, 
the reply I got '\'ras "Yes". I asked if it was possible to read 
it to the council, he said "It is in the files under ••niocesan" 
heading, and anyone can rend it if he 'Nishes". However, I could 
not find the oo called letter, and the follol·dng week I asked him 
if he could find it. The anm-1er l"laS\"Check ldth l·irn. T. rw.mouriM, 
the secretary, because she filed it". But the latter had no know­
ledge of it. So having my doubts and knO\dng our chairman's stand 
in the matter, who \·Tas un\'tilling to inform the Diocesan Council 
about our decision, on December 14th, 19$2 I phoned the Diocese 
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and talked to ~~. Frank Stoneson, who informed me that there was · 
no such letter. I then informed him of our decision of October 
17th, 19$2, which was to delete paragraph 15. 

The chairman's role was to carry the majority's wishes, 
which l'ras not done. 

3.- On December 15th, 19$2 parish council meeting, I presented 
the facts in writing and asked the secretary to insert it in the 
minutes. The chairman said that it t·ms not possible, and as of 
February 16th, 19$3, the minutes of December 15th, 19$2 meeting 
have not been presented and approved for different reasons, 
which .. are unacceptable to me. · 

4.- I am enclosing a copy of a report handed to the members 
during the January 23rd special parish assembly. On the last 
paragraph "Proposal", the statement is totally untrue. There 
~ras no suoh resolutipn passed during the meeting of January 
19th, 19$3. Furthermore, when the parish asked for information, 
the chairman was not ready to give any, and l'dth the help of 
M~. H. Yessayan and Mr. Bedros Tchilinguirian of Armen Ontario, 
tried to tell them that there were no restrictions on the part 
of AGBU and Armen Ontario for the size and the use of the church 
and the social hall, which is totally misleading and untrue. 

5·- On February 14, 19S3, the chairman called a special meeting 
with the Building Committee and the Diocesan Delegates. The 
following members were present: 

Messrs. Barkev Khojajian, Arthur Selyan, Alex Baltayari and 
Mourad Bahoudian from Building Committee. . 
Messrs. Hrant Souin, Bedros Kokorian, Levon Yazedjian, Delegates. 

M~. H. Boyadjian, Fund Raising Committee, Mr. Berge Papazian, our 
Lat'IY'er, and Mr. Setrag Adourian. 

The chairman, s. Tchilinguirian then informed us that during 
his meeting of February 4, 1983 with Mr. Bedros Tchilinguirian of 
Armen Ontario, the latter had told him that the restrictions of 
Paragraph 15 be inserted in a different form and the carrying 
charges be accep_ted. At that time I advised the members that the 
Paragraph 15 has already been deleted during one of our parish 
council meetings, and l're also had a letter from our Diocese in 
New· York asking us to delete Paragraph 15 in its entirety, and 
that it is our duty, as parish council members, to execute the 
instructions given by the Primate and the Diocesan Council ac­
cording to our By-Law Paragraph 33· After eXchange of ideas, 
with majority of present, _it was decided there should not be any 
restrictions. The chairman Sarkis Tchilinguirian instructed the 
lawyer, r~. B. Papazian to write a new draft with no restrictions 
at all, and so the case was closed. · 

6.- After all these meetings, 
al Parish Council decision of 5-2 vote of Oct. 17/$2 
b Letter from Primate and Diocesan Council 
c Special Parish Assembly of Jan. 23/$3 
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d) The last meeting o£ Feb• 14/$3 l'Vith the Building Committee, 
Diocesan Delegates, our lawyer, parish council members and 

. .'Mr~ Adourian in £avor o£ not having any restrictions attached 
to the land purchase deed, and to this ef£ect the la~zyer is 
already working oh the· draft; · 

our chairman Sarkis Tchilingu.irian and l•ir. H. Yessayan are not 
yet ready to accept the £acts, so on February 161 19$3 meeting, 
they plotted another illegal tactic. Tlle chairman Mr. Sarkis 
Tchilinguirian announced .that he is appointing r,u.. H. Yessayan 
as .the. chairman o£ the day, l'Then 1-!r. Garo Martin .objected that 
it was unorthodox to appoint someone else when the vice-chairman 
was present, but r.rr. · Tchilinguirian and 1-!r. Yessayan insisted 
that was the l'taY they ~mnted, so not to have any arguments, we 
accepted. · 

. After reading the minutes o£ February 9th, 19$3 meeting, 
the chairman o£ the day, Mr. Yessayan proceeded t·dth the day's 
business. I asked the chair why the minutes of tho Monday, 
February 14th meeting t.fere not read and i£ they were ready, and 
1-!r• Yes sayan told me that it will be done· \·Then· l'te discuss the 
dra£t agreement later. But when 1-ir. Yessayan introduced the 
subject of the draft agreement, he started saying that despite 
of the £act that \'te ·have taken out the Paragraph 15, it has to 
be reinserted in the draft, because i£ we don't, it might be 
unacceptable by Armen Ontario or Mr. Alec Manoogian. I said 
there was a point o£ order, but 1-!r. Yessayan said there was no 
point o£ order and that he will not let me speak now, but when 
my turn comes. fl£ter my insisting and other council members' 
objections, he gave me the privilege to talk. I pointed out 
that Paragraph 15 had already been deleted by 5-2 vote and the 
Primate and the Diocesan Council have instructed us to do so. 
Furthermore, on Monday with the majority o£ the delegates .and 
the building committee members,it was decided not to have 
restrictions. So if he td.shed to reopen the subject, it was 
supposed to be done with majority consent o£ the council to 
rescind and annul the previous vote. The chairman insisted 
there l"las no such by-lat•r, and that I \'tas trying to sabotage 
the church project, and since he ~ras the day's chainnan, he 
had the privilege to do anything he liked to. 

Afterwards he asked if there was any objection just to 
reviel'r the Paragraph 15, and Mr. Toros Torossian and myself 
opposed by raising our hands. The chairman opened the subject, 
and after every one took time to talk about it and my turn came, 
he ~rould not let me talk, because he said, I was opposed to 
review the subject, and that he knet'V already \'That I would say. 
The other council members pointed out to him that he had no 
authority to do so, but he insisted about it, so I asked the 
secretary to put that in the minutes and that I l'las going out 
of the room and that I did not recognize the legality o£ the 
meeting. At that moment Mr. Yessayan, the chairman o£ the day, 
started swearing and told me to get out o£ the room and not to 
come to any more meetings, and that he was free to do anything 
he wanted. 
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Then I got out of the roo and • L. Khosrov an with me, 
r . Yessayan c e after me shouting and swearing t t I should 

not show my face in the council meetings any more, d also not 
to come to ch rch any more , otherwise he will bring a r solution 
to h e me kicked out rom any further meetin s, and so from 
the parish council • 

• H. Ye sayan stressed the fact th t 'Rear ess of any 
decisions fro the ener ass bly or any oth r eting , the 
church s 11 b built beside the AGBU building, and we are ing 
to accept all th restrictions , and no on can stop u • 

I find th t both these m bers , • S rkis Tchilinguirian 
nd Mr. Haroutun Yessayan are orking in favor of en Ontario 

rather t n prot cting the interest of our church, d th r fore 
our meetings are becoming ights instead of discus ions. rther­
ore, it do s not m e any dif.ferenc hat has b e decided during 

these m tings, because th y are still doing w t r they have 
planned. 

I bring thi to your attention, trusting th t you 11 
ind a bett r lution. 

cc . Chai an , D. C •• Y. 

Your Grace 
I remain aithfully your , 

j};:;t:L__ 
H routun Orchanian, 
Holy Trinity o onto 
Parish Council ber . 

H. Souin, Dioc san Delegate 


