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We •lr in r c .ipt of your cvrrespon ence addressed to His E in nee 
Archbishop Torko1n t1anoog ia dated t1ay 27, 1933, reqarding s of the 
responsibilities of 01ficers and rnet•Jbers of t!L Holy frinity Parish 
Cou11cil . 

In response to t11c various oints nade in your letter 'ie dsh to 
c .. ent on Article 31 of tne Jiocesan y- Laws wnich states that "Tile 
Pari h Council sh .. d ·1 Let at least ncL a month"; this is only the 
mlnlflltJIJ ith a reminder that u~·t i gs of tt1e Paris Cou cil s'lOuld be 
h~lcl as oft n a need , • L. is rf!asona le to hold : eetinrs every t~o 
weeks if possi le. 

l!e ish to furt er sta.:e that the officers of a Parish Council do 
not have !>fJP.cial uthority r jurisdiction~ as they are not a se 
body~ and s ould not et alore to ~ake d cisions wit out t er ers 
of the Pansh Council pres~nt. The Paris Council doe not cons·i ;t of 
t ~ authorities, b rr: on 1 y ort and s ou l d act in that manner. 

f\11 decisions pertaining to t.le adr.cinistration of t e parisn s ould 
be discussed;, a parish co neil 1eeting so that all council emb£rs ma.Y 
participate . 
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Prepa!~ation of tile Agenda. carr ctly stated in your letter Is done 
by the President, 1ho is t e ~astor of the parish if there is on., the 
Cltai rman and the Secretary. There should ba no reason for other officers 

uch as the Vice Chairman and Treasurer to be invited for the 
pr~oarution of tile agenda, Hhich by the 1ay, i not a tir.1e for Lei ion 
Mak ing. The :>resence of o her officers should not b~ required hr the 
preparation of tile agenda Jnless ther is a special need. 

Althoug!1 there r1ay be similarities in the activities of the Diocesan 
Council and a Parish Counci 1, it should be stressed that tr•e Par1 . h 
Council as compared to the Diocesan Counci 1 should r.1eet more oft ~n than 
once a mo til because it has the re.pon ibility of the daily routine of 
ad .. tinistration and looking <1t'ter ttle pari ll tllile the Diocese hi:! · full 
time staff for that purpose relieving t11e Diocesan Councn of thi.lt duty. 
With thi difference in mind it is quite obvious Hhy the Par1sh Council 
should me t as often as necessary. 

~Je hope our response to orne of the points stress .d 1n y ur letter 
s lall help to develop a better und~.::rstanding of the structure of the 
Parish Council and the fact that it should function as a unit rather than 
in a dual mdnner. 

Respectfully yours, 

Frank Avakian Stones 1n 

FAS:tnb 


