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Alex Manoogian Declared
AGBU President for Life

In conformity with the rccommendation of
the 57th General Assembly  of the Armenjan
General Benevolent Union, Mr. Alex Mauoog-
ian was declared President for Life of the Ar-
mecuian  General  Benevolent Union, at the
Plenary Mecting of the Central Board of Di-
rectors, which was held on February 8 at the
AGBU Center, New York.

The declaration of the Central Board was
made immediately upon Mr. Manoogian’s pro-
nouncement to the cffect that in consideration
of the unusually strong public reaction, both
within and outside AGBU circles, against his
deccision to retire from the presidency of the
Benevolent Union, he felt compelled to recon-
sider his decision and was ready to continue to
serve as president, despite his wish to retire.

Mr. Manoogian’s statement was received
with great satisfaction and relief by his col-
leagues of the Central Board and is certain to
be greeted with joy by AGBU leaders and mem-
bers everywhere.

‘T'he basis for the action of the Central Board
in according life presidency to Mr. Manoog-
ian rested on the unanimous decision of the Ge-
neral Ascsmbly, which not only had refused to

accept his resignation, on the contrary, had di-
rected the Central Board to declare Alex Ma-
noogian President for Life.

The unprecedented avalanche of letters and
telegrams  from AGBU  executive  bodies
throughout the world and individual messages,
including one from His Holiness Vasken: I
Catholicos of All Armenians, which paid tri-
bute to his highly competent and devoted seven-
teen year leadership, stressed his indispensability
to the Benevolent Union and urged him to re-
consider his decision. Combined with the simi-
larly unanimous voice of the Armenian press,
the reaction provied too compelling for Mr.
Manoogian not te heed.

Therc have been two precedents of life
tenurc for AGBU presidents — Boghos Nubar
and Arshag Karagheusian. In the latter instance,
however, life presidency was an honorary title,
which freed Mr. Karagheusian from the respon-
sibity of excercising the active leadership of the
Union, as advised by his physicions.

In the capacity of President for life, Mr.
Manoogian - wil retain all the authority and
prerogatives of the office.

Page Twenty Three



Page Twenty Four THE TORCH BEARER March—April, 1971

~r

265uNns8s
LU34UUULY RULEINNTULYLYL CVTIZULLNRE UhNhREEGUL

o B Upmepbwl 57py Llighwlineg dngndhli bwppwguh whwp U.-
iFmiindijbwlih wponeuwbwd gudptwb luoutp, npnidi by whi Yp Jqupnlibp llll n-
puppodp  19T1EG uljubw) swnmbalibp;e Thovpbwli Guwvwquhnepplip, Juop
pnoguidh b mlir]nhullif[l ll'lumlibg U']m\phlu[i llhl|uu[mpn|plulip. luﬁr}uul'lullm

grep halip bo Zwguorwphp

Shawp - Pwlindbwlih liwjpwguthm p judip Upm phwl kv wgqhli hunfuyp
faalin hewgure 2wy Upanpli wpmpp Ypog e 2wy Wnthli ongbpnyg gbnuyujdwun
dpugpm |l‘|| . pmphqnpbm p bl ?l)[illl]llulnll phwft b uuuuy[inlu}m,p bwl 1%
wwphlibpoy puguahl) opgwliafp: (]ulpblh skp . hbwbrwpup, hwyunthg hp Gbp-
fup phwl pulp Uhnopbwl gkl ghif hhnwgud whulibne quywiwphl bhu:

lelhlllltlphll npnponul Ipl kp, npuli ]1 oy’ dwdniy, l]mqll'mhlhpulnl,pbdi—
'lihp, ll'[u{nl'll[i“hvll. lullutﬁuunll x}kll'fhp. ulﬁr)unf(ib[] pl:‘ lun[iwph mqquuhﬁﬂhp‘
wpluwphp sopu Swqbpkli, llllllpul(“llutllulﬁ[.lhllllll s hunfwllbpny . hknwqpm] b
hlinwawjlwih hwyonpyuligorp bunlp , npolig p pup hwphoplbpo Yp hwubh, hw-
dwhuw)ljulpul hnghywupd gnJgn'l[ Up Julinplghli Vwjpwqubki bw wnliy hp npo-

mudp

fipfwl juep Ep dbp wpunupblnuip pmpy bphoe withu wnwy, Gnjhifwb
wligupugpb o b odbp phpjpuelifp wyeop bpp Yp thotpwlf anbubne hwlpni-
phbul, pk twpuquh whup U Pwlintbwdt guon. Ubgponiwiwl J wpgwlub
dngulh dhwnpnowp 9h Ghunpl dky juynbbg, np wlibndnpbufp pupwindd
Joligpulifibpp hwplugpbp thi qplif Jbpwflilibne hp npoyoulp, hwlhunwl
hwliqunbwl nsmbine ip poonfi uhwfhb:

duguip Jdhd mplu]umphuufp r}}n[‘unn]lhg ‘l,mluuxquuhh[l Jujuaupupn -
p]nlin bu plip wgt wupng 57pg Cligbulingg dnyqnih Julidfiwpupnp bmfi | qhbif
hnywhbg Yhgpnhwlwl dwpswut dogop 8460V UvPOU b 2. 8. 1. Ub-
OB GBIy 8ULLVD Vb UL :

Bwhrwgquihpli (Jhpulinpog Jm[iﬁlilunm[)lu[in linp kv Junonp qnhognup
pl Ewbilpuuljmd ]1}1 Ynnut; . qup Thmphw ul[h}uul'ud]gmp]u[’lp dwuliva np-
puip b hwy dognjoopyp plinghwlipugia hluululmuq]nnmpbmul’P whunh ‘]ll?b[‘l

thow

Ay T up gimpunwd L Wk l]lnuJ ﬁ[i7uq lnluluu_plulip, fuump wlupn—-
Qwlim p pofi Yp qquit opmughti slinphwljuoep ol yuymibne GdbGwgi Lwyng
apopploe G- Y- 0- 8. §- duwagqkl W-pli, Uhmphuwl Swlialimd nynylibpnd i
o Uwlimd agniflibpotli ) wmgqujhl b Wowdjm p w ) o l]uu[nl'lwlib[m]m p hmﬁg . Lwy
Uwdngh wyli wlinullib poali by w i mqquyhlilibpm i, npnlig hunfwljpuifh
URUMMUG P W mnt p [n[i[ih[lp i swipimy] liywunbghli Ywjywguh mllulll
U. Wwlindjbwlip gdbpy p qump . B £ Upopbwli mGbGwne fbp pomnl
gquiliim p bwli ppaqupdmdhii:

by UBRP . QUre. (]‘“q‘/n‘U"
Ui Gopf, "’bm[muu[\ 12, 1971

e e . S T — b iyt i



March_—April, 1971

. THE TORCH BEARER

Page Twenty Five

>

Statement by the
Central Board of Directors

The closing statement which Mr. Alex Manoogian, Presi-
dent of the Armenian General Benevolent Union made at the
57th General Assembly of the Armenian General Benevolent
Union relative to his decision not to accept the presidency of the
Union, beginning 1971, was received with deep concern and anxiety
by the leaders and members of the Union everywhere.

Mr. Manoogian’s presidency has proved for our nation an
extraordinary period of seventeen years of philanthropy and
constructive leadership which had the throb of an Armenian heart
and was planned with the lumino:ity of Armenian mind. It was,
therefore, impossible to reconcile with the idea of his detachment
from the helm of the Union. '

It was a calamitous decision which when made, at once the
press, organizations, members, prominent and less prominent per-
sons, by letter, telephone and telegram — nearly onc¢ hundred of
them — in a moving nationwide demonstration, pleaded that the
President withdraw his decision.

Today our joy is as boundless as was our discouragement
two months ago, as we hasten to announce that at the Plenary Meet-
ing of the Central Board of Directors on February 8, President
Alex Manoogian informed that the many sincerc requests had com-
pelled him to reconsider his decision, contrary to his strong wish
to retire.

The Meeting gladiy received the President’s announcement
and in keeping with the recommendation of the 57th General As-
sembly, declared him President for life of the Armenian General
Benevolent Union.

The President’s renewed assumption of responsibility doubt-
less is amother great sacrifice, which the membership in
particular, and the Armenian people in general, will remember with
gratitude.

Now that the sadness which pressed on us has dissipated,
it is our pleasant duty to cxpress our heartfelt thanks to His Holi-
ness Vazken I Catholicos of All Armenians, as well as to the Cen-
tral and District Committees, Chapters and national and cultural
organization as well as to individuals whose touching expressions
of affection were very helptul in the realization of our strong wish
to see Mr. Manoogian at the head of the Armenian General Bene-
volent Union.

CENTRAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
February 12, 1971
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St. Joi's Armenian Qlurch

MEN'S SOCIETY

February Activities

February was the month of fellowship for the
Men’s Society. On February9, 1971 adinner honoring
the Parish Council members and their wives was
planned and organized in cooperation withthe ACYOA
Sr. A splendid turn out enjoyed a delicious shish-
Kebab dinner, prepared by Marty Hatcherian, Men’s
Society dinner chairman, and his committee, John
Mason, Henry Nazarian, and Ed Jizmejian. A com-
bined short meeting by both organizations was the
order of the day, followed by socializing of the
members after the meeting.

At the February Meeting, Charles Takessian
reported 91 paid members for the year 1970. His
efforts in bringing up to date many past due mem-
bers have been reflected by the biggest membership
total since the Men’s Society started in 1961.

'BLOOD \"

BANK (REa%
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Blood Bank

April 5, Monday, 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. was the date
this year of our annual Blood Bank Mobil Unit to
arrive at the Church. If you did not give last year,
we hope you gave this year. You must give every
year to protect your family. As you know everyone
over 59 years of age, and a member of St. John’s
Armenian Church is automatically protected by the
Blood Bank. Contact the following members of the
bank to renew your pledge: Jack Kazanjian, Nick
Mikaelian, Jack Kezelian, Art Boudakian, and Dick
Tafralian.

Trip Planned

The next trip planned is for 3 weeks with
stays in Istanbul, Turkey, Beirut, Lebanon, Yer-
evan, Armenia, and Athens, Greece. The trip will
start in Detroit and also in New York. Departure
date is September 30, and return, October 21st. Watch
for posted information or contact Jack Kazanjian or
trip chairman, Alex Chavdarian.

babL8RUES SHYLULE U11RhAY,
ShBro8Rk U. 8ML. F4rShe
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Ladies’ Auxibiary

Vartanantz and Baregentan Celebration ‘

The popular celebration of combined Feasts of
Vartanantz and Baregentan was observed with a
dinner program on Sunday evening at the Armenian
Cultural Building sponsored by the Ladies’ Auxiliary,
presided by His Grace Archbishop Sion Manoogian
with the clergy in attendance.

After the dinner a concise program was preach-
ed. Garo Yeghissian was Master-of-Cermonies. Mrs.
Harriet Demirjian sang a few songs with the accom-
paniment of Mrs. Alice Haidostian. Fr. Diran Papa-
zian led group singing of some well-known Armenian
national songs. The main speaker of the day was
Archbishop Sion. The general chairman of the day
was Mrs. Mary Demirjian; co-chairmen, Mrs.
Serpouhie Jizmejianand Mrs Vartouhie Kralian, Mrs.
Lousad-iit Kazanjian, chairman of the Ladies’ Au-
xiliary, participated in the program with a welcom-
ing address. A special committee, in conjunction
with the executive board members, helped in all
phases of the celebration.

The celebration ended with Der Getzo sung by
Der Hayr and with benediction pronounced by Sion
Surpazan.

Some 300 people participated and enjoyed the
celebration. Following the program drawing of lot
was conducted.



