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IN MEMORIAM ... 

native of Aintab (1904) Abp. Tiran Nersoyan was born er ess Tavoukjian the 
son of a priest and a fo rmer schoolteacher. At the age of 11 , he and hi 
fa mily beca me refu gees, traveling by mule to Aleppo. The boy ndured 

many hardships, especially hunger, even afte r his father returned from the exile 
which h and other priests and leader had to undergo. 

The Tavo ukjia ns eventu a lly we nt back to 
Ainta b, and in 1921 Abp. Yeghishe To LII·ian , the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, gladly accepted his fo rmer 
pupil 's son , now 17, in the semina ry . Nersess 
graduated , taught at the lay school for the children 
of refu gee , and wa ordained a deacon , tudying at 
night with Abp. To uri an , w ho ta ught hi yo ung 
students church his to ry , liturgy and philo logy. 

On the day of the Feast of the Transfiguration 
in 1928, ersess walked to the altar, escorted by his 
fa ther and wa ordained by Patriarch Tolll·ian . He 
was sent to London for academic training, chiefl y at 
King's Co ll ege , and we nt bac k to Je ru sa le m to 
teach in the se min a ry , o f w hi c h h e b eca me 

principal in 1932, serving in that po t for five years. Back in London, he had charge of 
the Armenian Church which , in 1938 and the rea fter, meant e nduring the blitz, 
counseling and entertaining hundreds of Armenian-American G.I.' , celebrating Divine 
Liturgy with bombs dropping all around . 

Abp. Tiran wa elected Primate of the American Diocese, arrived in 1944 and 
wa in tailed by the late Abp. Garegin Hov epiantz, then Primate. The new Primate 
served for ten years. During hi tenure , ten new churches were built in the United 
States, the Diocesan constitution and administration were modernized , and the difficult 
groundwork pre pared for the erection of a Cathedral. (Not to mention many other 
accomplishm nt , such a the e tablishment of the ACYOA, bringing young theological 
candidate to rudy in the United States as future parish priests, and tran lating the 
"badarak. ") 

In 1956, Abp. Ti1·an went to Jerusalem where the St. James brothe rhood chose 
him as locum tenens. Elected Patl'iarch in 1957, he e1ved until August 1958, but the 
King would no t g ive him the neces ary "fe rman"' a nd de po rted him. (Ties to 

Etchmiad z in we r u p e t in th a t fa mili a r p e rio d o f McCa rth yism and anti 
communi m. 

ew York was Abp. Tiran's home base during his last yea rs. A lo ng series of 
invitations to serve as cele brant of the Divine Liturgy in our churche around the 
count1y , to give lectures on a great variety of ubjects, r ligiou and otheiw ise, with 
which he is conversant, and to write articles, were a way of life for hun. He was in 
constant to uch with his brother, Dr. Hagop ersoyan in Ohio hi sister, Mrs. Mariam 
Jeb jian , and sev ral n phew and their families. And with a great ho t of fri ends and 
admire r , many of w hom are here to night to cele brate the birth o f the ACYOA, 
fo unded 45 yea rs ago by Abp . Tiran e rsoya n, an illustrio us Armenian-Ame rica n 
clergyman. 

ARCHBISHOP TIRAN NERSOYAN 
1904- 1989 
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The Prayer 
of A.C.Y.O.A. 

0 Lord our • a' tor k'u' Chri'l. Who an the Wa~ . the 
Truth. and the Ltk. g ive L". thL' )Outh of the Church o f 
Armenia. "e he'eeli1 Thee. thL' "i'uom to ~no" . to lll\L' . 
and to 'erw Thee 111 our per,onal live' 'cvcrall) . and in the 
L'Orpomte lik or our Organita tion . 

Thou that kade't men 111 the way. lead u, . thy children . 
that " e may he ahk to 'crve the hurch through our people. 
with courage and vi,ion. and in the faith of our illu,trimt' 
forefather' . ln,pire u,. 0 Lord. and open our eye' to th) 

lighl. that "L' ma~ cheri'h and profit hy the heritage "htdl 
our forefather' ha ve !crt to u'. and that \\I.' 111:1~ he :I\\ are of 
ou r re,pon,ihilitil'' :" t·ititen' of our bl'lmL'U cuuntr) . the 

nited State' of America . 

Fill u,. 0 hri't our Gnu. "tth th) Hnl) pml. that "e 
may lx the obedient and un,elli'h 'ervanh nl the Will of 

our He:l\ en I) Father. to "hom. wgether "ith Thee :md the 

Ho i) pin1. '' helilling Glory. Dominton and Hnnur. nm' 
and alway' and unto the age' of age' . Amen . 

Pledge 

I 'nkn111 l~ pn11111'e and tkTiare upon Ill~ honur. that a',, 
lllL'mher o l the Annl.'tllan Churd1 Youth Organ11ation ol 

AlllL' rtL·a. I 'hall. 10 thL' hL'' ' ol 111~ ahdit) . hL' a faith lui '"n 
Of the rtllelll.lll hurch: ' hall he a dl.'\ OIL'd Upholder lll the 
Armenian cultural henta~e : ,lwll he a In) al L' lll/1.'11 of the 

l 'nlled State': and I ,hall dtl!gentl~ ahtde h) the uhii.'L'h . 

poltl'll.'' . and de.:'''""' nl the Armenia11 Chu rL·h Y<>uth 

Oq;a11italloll of AlllL'rtL·a . I 'hall '"" ' " ·"e for peNHlal 
reL·ogn11io11 and pka,UrL'. hut "dl 'L'f"\ L' our Chur.:h . our 

Connnunit) . and our C '""'" ~ . for the greater g lur) of God . 



ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 

WHAT IS THE ACYOA AND HOW DID IT COME ABOUT? 

The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America (ACYOA) is the national youth program of 
the Dioce of the Armenian Church of America and was created on January 12 1946 in 
Providence, Rhod Island. 

The Dioce an-wide ational Organization , created for the youth of the Armenian Church, 
emerged from the foundation of the then many local Junior League and clubs that were formed 
for' the young peopl of the parishes of the Armenian Church. 

World War II interrupted the activitie of these local groups many of which were simply inactive 
during those difficult years. With the termination of the war, a renewed necessity took place of 
re-organizing the local pari h youth groups. Bishop Tiran ersoyan, the newly-elected Dioce an 
Primate, wholeheartedly took on the challenge of a problem which was causing the elders of 
the communities to question the future of the Armenian Church in America. This challenge was 
carried by Bishop Tiran to the American-Armenian youth. To all communities he passed on the 
informing spark , so important to the creation and continuation of activities for this new 
organization. The culmination of all hi activity and work took place at the "Constitutive 
A sembly" of Armenian Church youth, h ld in Providence, Rhode Island, on January 12, 1946. 

The Assembly gathered young Armenian adults from as far West as Wisconsin, and a far outh 
a Virginia. The delegates at thi As embly elected the first ACYOA Central Council from among 
their m mbers to carry out the administrative functions of th ACYOA on the national level. 
These fir t Council members included: Zaven Hovsepian, John oursourian, Arthur Yagjian, 
Matthew Matteosian, Grayce Yeramian, Jack Kazanjian, and Mary Shalakian. 

In what e med a short time the ACYOA had a strong parish base through the chapter , as well 
a a strong administration embodied in the Central Council. Throughout the Diocese, ACYOA 
events and activitie took place with growing success. In parishes across the Dioce e, an 
excitement filled the air as young people were coming to Church, participating in programs and 
spon oring event ea on after eason. 

WHAT ARE 1HE OBJECTIVES? 

1. To encourage its member to learn practice uphold and propagate the principle and 
teachings of Chri tian faith according to the doctrine , sacraments and canon of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. 

2. To support and work for the strengthening of the Armenian Church and to promot the 
study and appreciation of the Armenian culture and heritage. 

3. To str ngthen spiritual and social bonds and to contribute towards the development of a 
healthy community life among Armenians. 

4. To enhance and strengthen among its members the spirit of human freedom unive rsal justice 
and brotherhood of men, and devotion to duty a good citizens, dedicated to the service of 
God and Country. , 



WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE ACYOA? 

The miss io n of th ACYOA is to crea te amo ng th young adult generation a grea t r en e of 
spiritual culture and trad itio n and to instill within it member a true spirit of civ ic mindedne . 

The purpose and ro le of the ACYOA, in the context of th Dioces of the Armenian Church, i 
of vital impo rtanc , as it is charg d w ith pre paring and equipping young ad ults to participate in 
leadership ca paciti s. 

Howe er, in ord r to do this, th Organizatio n mu t duca te it members about th teaching of 
the Arme nian Church and the history of her people. It must motivate and stimulate creative 
thinkings and illu tratio n of fa ith among its membe rs by providing vehicles through which they 
may xpress them e lve and de monstrate their abilities, kill , interests, concerns, w illingn s to 
try and faith . Thes vehicle mu t enable the m to build friendships and Ia ting relationships. 

The Orga ni zation mu st d v lop progra m thro ug h w hich m e mber participate, receive 
info rmation, experi ence mea ningful relationships, feel a sense of belonging, and be expo d to 
the Arm nian Church and he r rich , cultural heritage. The e programs mu t be diverse and they 
must I ad young Armenian adults in the dir ction of future participation and leadership within 
the pa rishes and Church at la rg . 

WHAT ROLE HAS THE ACYOA PlAYED IN THE PAST? 

Through ut the yea rs the ACYOA has take n on vario us projects within the parishes as w II as 
o n the Dioc sa n I vel. Anniver ary Ball , June Fe tivals and ACYOA Day ob ervance were 
e tabli heel and as ist d in raising funds for worthy project including the raising of sizeable 
fund for the re to ration of the Mother Cath dral of H ly Etchmiadzin. The Organization also 
made contributio ns to the former Youth Camp Fund and the Seminary Fund of the Dioce e. 

Better known o f th ACYOA's accomplishment is the sponsorship of Dioce an publications, 
s uch a : Sacraments and Prayers of the Armenian Church, a Pictorial Guide to 
Armenian Divine Liturgy, Catechism of Christian Instruction, Home Blessings at 
Christmas and Easter, The Armenian Church and Her Teachings, the Handbook to 
Armenia, the ACYOA Membership Handbook, and the ACYOA Chapter Resource 
Handbook. ome of the earliest publications of the present Department of Religious Educa tion 
found th ir root in the ACYOA. 

Pr paration of audio-visual programs i y t ano th r a p ct of th ACYOA since the early yea rs. 
The ACYOA has pr duced and/ or a i ted in the pre paration and production of programs, such 
as: The Divine Liturgy, Symbolism in the Armenian Church, and Vessels, Vestments and 
Practices of the Armenian Church. 

An American Theological School was o ne of the more cherished dream of the ACYOA and is 
n w a r ality. unday chool teach rs1 conf r nc wer organized and held by the ACYOA 
and o ut of these confere nce wa born the Department of Religious Education (DRE) which 
now directs the Ch urch unday Schools. 

During th 19601s, th ACYOA pon ored Mi ion Programs, vi iring variou cttte w ith teams of 
3 - 4 m mbers and a cl rgyman to conduct activities for the piritual renewal of the community. 

The CYOA has also initiated and developed the Armenian Studies Program of over a trip 
to Arm nia. The SP program, renam d the Archbishop Torkom Manoogian Armenian 
Studies Program in 1989, has been ne of the mo t ucces ful programs, d v loping into an 
annu al pilgrimage to Armenia . Trip to the Holy Land were al o a very ucc ssful part of th 
program although they have not taken place in recent yea r . 



ewsletter and pe riod icals have also been an important main tay of the ACYOA. For many 
yea rs , info rmatio n was de live red to members via the mo nthl y iss ues of The Armenian 
Guardian, Keghard, and the Executive Update. They have in c lu de d a rti cles o n 
contemporary i sues in American society, as well as concerns and perspectives of the Armenian 
Church and community in the Dioce e . 

The National Sports Weekend, con isting of athle tic competitions and social activities took 
over in the 1970's and 1980's where the great General Assemblies of the 1950's and 1960' left 
off. Attracting an e timated 600-800 people annually, this is the one event that eve1y member 
plan for each yea r. Taking place over the Labor Day weekend, the program has been hosted 
by variou chapters from throughout the Diocese. The Gen raJ Assembly and ational Sports 
Weekend were de ignated inseparable and thus occur over Labor Day Weekend each yea r. 

The junior-age (junior high and high school) youth were also active and ga ining momentum and 
became increasingly strong by the ea rly 1980s. The ACYOA Jrs. have several regional spo rt 
weekends in the Spring and Fall of each year, which have grown quite popula r with youth from 
different regions crossing over and attending each othe rs' weekend . By continually having 
these programs, the ACYOA ]rs. have created an abundance of fellow hip that has carried over 
to their participation in the ACYOA. 

The ACYOA also initiated plan in the late 1970's for a Diocesan Youth Camp and organized and 
started what is now "St. Vartan Camp." 

And there are many other programs: the annual Martyr ' Day Commemoration, the Archbisho p 
To rkom Manoogian Invitationa l To urname nt , the Hye Christian Encounte r, the Christian 
Leadership Seminar, and the Cultural Weekend are but a few. 

Through the years, the ACYOA ha grown into a strong and vigorous o rganization. Ma ny 
dedicated young men and women have passed from its ranks into positions of responsib ility and 
leadership within the various parish communitie . Mo t of our present American-born clergy, 
many pari h council members, dioce an delegate , deacons and unday School teachers have 
been member of the ACYOA. It is also inte resting to note that many member of the ACYOA 
met their pou es through interaction at ACYOA meetings and related event and programs. 

There are many individuals who deserve credit for this . The Primate of the Diocese have 
continually supported the young people in the ir efforts to serve the Church . The Pa tors have 
dealt with the concerns, problems, and ucce e of the chapte r on a day-to-day basis. The 
members of the Central Counci l have volunteered the ir time and ene rgies in an e ffort to 
maintain the o peratio ns of the o rganiza tion and its programs. And the Chapte r Executive 
Committees, especially the cha irpe rsons, have continually thought creative ly to keep the ir 
chapters moving ahead with excitement and activities. 

The future of the ACYOA can be a glorious one and with continued support, the organization 
can achieve unprecedented he ight . This must be our constant aim. The community should 
realize that just a the seed of today is the harve t of tomorrow, so it will be that the future of 
our be loved Church will re t upon the sho ulders of the current members of the Armenian 
Church Youth Organization of America. 

Past and pre ent members may feel a bond and a great sens of pride in the words , "THE 
ACYOA -- 45 years of Church Service and Armenian Fellowship in America. 



THE EMBLEM OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA AND ITS SYMBOLIC MEANING 

The emblem of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America adopted at its inception , is to be interpreted 
as follows : 

The radiations from the center of the cross symbolize the truths of the Christian religion that shine forth through the 
centuries . 

The symbols under the horizontal bar of the cross are : 

a. (right hand side) The double peaks of the Mcunt Ararat , representing the Armenian people and its destiny. 
Ararat has been the silent witness of the victories as well as defeats of the Armenians through their existence 
as a people and a nation . Its representation of the A.C.Y.O.A. emblem means that the members of the 
Organization make the pledge of standing for the ideals for which the Armenian nation has stood always. 

b. (left hand side) The United States eagle with its wings widespread and star above each wing . The eagle looks 
proudly into far distances and holds, as usual a batch of arrows. The eagle represents the United States. Its 
presence on the A.C.Y.O.A. emblem symbolizes the loyalty of the members of the A.C.Y.O.A. to the 
Constitution of the United States and to its principles of democracy and freedom . 

The chain that encircles the cross on the emblem represents solidarity among the members of the A.C.Y.O.A. in 
their service to God and to people . 

These symbols are designed on a shield which stands for the determination with which the objects of the 
A.C.Y .O.A. are to be carried out. The shield also stands for defense against dangerous encroachments. 

It will be noted that the dominating feature of the emblem is the cross . This indicates the fact Christ is our Lord and 
that to Him we owe obedience above all. 



Edward Marcligian was about four years old when he came to Amelica with his parents, grandmother, 
and two older brothers, settling in Toledo, OH. In 1929, the family moved to Detroit, where his father had 
already established a successful hotel operation. 

When he was nineteen years old, Edward enrolled in the tool and die apprentice course at Ford Motor 
company and simultaneously in the two-year automotive engineeling course, and also attended evening 
classes at Wayne tate University. In 1935, at the age of 26, Edward was employed as assistant to the Chief 
Tool Engineer at Bligg Manufactuling Company, at which time he was selected to go to England, as Chief 
Engineer, to tool up for production a complete line of Ford cars for Europe. He was, by far, the youngest 
man to be given such a major responsibility. 

pon completion of his tooling program, for which he was highly regarded and well rewarded, Edward 
r turned to the Unit d tat in 1937 and was appointed to the office of Chief Project Engin r for all Briggs 
Manufacturing plants. At that time, he assumed d1e presidency of the Junior League of the Annenian 
General Benevolent nion and met his wife, Helen. They were married on June 5, 1938. 

Being an ambitio u and industrious young man , he tarred hi own engineering company in 
1945. He soon expanded the company into building large body eli , pecial machinery, and 
automation for the a utomotive industry. In 1948, recognizing a severe hortag of hou eware 
items becau e of the war, he d veloped and manufactured a complete lin of cookware and 
mall electric appliances. In 1952, he bo ught the Buckeye Aluminum Company in Woo ter, 

Ohio , to further expand the hou ewares o peration. 

In 1956, he ente red into th manufactur of electric and gasolin golf ca1t and received an 
award for the be t de igned golf ca1t at the National Sport Show. He becam a highly regarded 
and respected industrialist and during thi time period , his life st01y was broadca t on the radio 
and hi biography was presented in the Detroit Sunday Fre Pre s in pictures and notes. 



He soon turned his attention to various religious, cultural and educational philanthropies. 
The Armenian Apo tolic ociety, of which Alex Manoogian was President, had built the fir t 
church in Detroit , and a cultural hall on Oakman Boulevard. Upon the completion of the 
cultural hall , Mr, Manoogian withdrew from the presidency, and Edward Mardigian was elected 
to that post. 

His first project as President of the Armenian Apostolic Society was to build a parish house for 
the parish priest. However, after doing some research and analysis, he found that a parish 
house worthy of their priest would cost about $75,000, or twice as much as the church had cost, 
and half as much as the cultural hall. He recommended to the committee that they first build a 
church and cultural hall that would justify a $75,000 parish house . 

The result of that decision is the present St. John's Armenian Church, with the gold dome 
and adjacent cultural hall in Southfield, Michigan. It was a dream that many believed would 
never be realized, but it did become a reality under Mr. Mardigian's direction and was paid for 
without a mortgage. St. John 's Armenian Church has been recognized by church architects as 
one of the most beautiful traditional churches in midwest America. 

In 1969, he assumed the chairmanship for a national campaign to raise $2,000,000 for the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union of America, to invest in the United States for the first time, 
and to prepare programs and projects to ensure the perpetuation of the Armenian culture and 
heritage in this country. The campaign was highly successful, and the following year, in 1970, 
he was elected to the Central Committee of the AGBU of America and its presidency, and also to 
the Central Board of Directors of the International AGBU. 

For fifteen years, he worked hard , along with the AGBU Central Committee of America, to 
preserve the Armenian identity and image by initiating programs and projects that would interest 
Armenian youth, such as camps, schools, scholarships, drama groups, song and dance 
ensembles, ports programs, social services, television programs, publications, etc. Most of the 
programs were designed with the youth in mind, as Mr. Mardigian has always felt very strongly 
that our future depends on our youth. 

Under his administration , the prestige and popularity of the AGBU of America grew 
ubstantially. At present, it is enjoying its just recognition. He has devoted more of his time for 

the betterment of the AGBU and has given generously to the AGBU, his church and to many 
other organizations which both complement and supplement the work that the AGBU is doing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mardigian have contributed over $6,000,000 to various charitable enterprises. 
Some of the major contributions have been to Holy Etchmiadzin for the restoration of St. 
Keghart and other ancient churches and monasteries in Armenia, the Armenian Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem for the establishment of an Armenian museum in the Holy City, St. Vartan's Cathedral 
in ew York, the Armenian Sisters Academy, the Armenian Church Youth Organization of 
America , the Armenian Assembly of America, the American-Armenian International College, the 
Mekhitarian Center in Venice, and the Patriarchate of Istanbul to assist in bringing Armenian 
families from the interior of Turkey to the Patriarchate for care and education. 

Most recently , Mr. and Mrs. Mardigian have funded the St. John's Armenian Church Library, 
pledged major support to the ational Association for Armenian Studies and Research, and 
made a gift to Bent! y College in honor of the retir ment of its President, Dr. Gregory Adamian. 
A significant contribution to St. David Armenian Church in Boca Raton, Florida , provided for the 
Helen and Edward Mardigian Hall. Their never-ending generosity also benefitted the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn, resulting in the establishment of the Helen and Edward Mardigian Library 
and Armenian Research Center. 



Edwar I Marclig ian has al o played an important ro le in th Armenian involvem nt in th 
democratic proces in his adopted county, becau e he feel we owe it to this gr at country for 
all it ha cl one for its minoritie . He wa a pon or and honoree o f the "Thank You , America" 
banquet, g iven on the occasion of the bicentennial anniversary o f the nited tares on behalf of 
all Arm nians in A m erica. One milli o n dollar in American tapestries , depicting va ri ous 
historical v nts o f the city o f ew York, was given to the Metropolitan Museum of Art as a 
bicentennia l gift to the nitecl tares from Armenian-Americans. 

Edward Marcl igian contribution and involvement i no t only limited to Armenian ca uses. 
He was appointed a a .S. Repr entative to the H I inki Accord Conference by President 
Caner and att nclecl the meeting in Madrid Spa in, in 1980. Pr icl nt Reaga n thanked him for 
his work and asked him to continue his important parti c ipatio n o n the Helsinki Accords 
Committee. 

In addition to being Chairman of the Central Committee o f the AGB of America for fifteen 
years and Executiv Vice President of the AGB Central Board for three yea r , Mr. Marcligian is 
th Honorary Life Chairman of the AGB C ntral Committee and an honora ry memb r of the 
Central Board of Directors; President o f the Armenian Apostolic ociety; a member of the Board 
of Truste of the Eastern Dioce e of the Armenian Church of America· Vice President of the 
Board of Trustees of the Armenian As embly; a former member of the Board of Directors of the 

t. er e s Armenian eminary; a founding member of th ational Association for Armenian 
tuclies and Re earch ; a memb r o f the Advisory Council o f th Center for Armenian tuc.lies at 

Columbia niversity· a member o f the Board o f Tru tee of the Am rican-Armenian International 
College; a m mber f th Board of Trustee o f La Verne College; and a member of the board of 
directors o f several corporations. 

Edward Mardigian i also a member of th Chief Executive Organization an international 
group of prominent business executives, for w hich he has been elected and erved as director 
treasur r v ic pr sident and chairm an . The m embership is made up of a sm all e lect 
p rcentag of graduate of the Young Pre idents Organization. To date, he is the only Armenian 
who has b en elected to all th executive o ffice . 

W hile Mr. Mardigian has sold hi majo r operation to Dana Corporation, of which he is a 
major stockholder, at pre ent he is Chairman of H ercules Machine Tool & Die Company and 
Presicl nt of the Marcligian Foundation. 

Mr. Marcligian has been recognized a a faithful son of the Armenian Church by Hi Holiness, 
Vasken I , the CathoUcos of all Arm nian , who award cl him the t. Gr go•y Fir t Degree Medal. 
He has been recognized by the Patriarch of j erusa lem, who award cl him the highest m dal , and 
ha al o been s lectecl as Man of the Year by the Diocese of th Armenian Church of Am rica 
and s v rat other prominent o rganization . 

Ed ward and H elen Mardigian are the proud parents of a daughter, Ma rilynn (Mardig ian) 
arbed ian and two o ns, Edward Jr. , and Robert , and have five grandchildren. They have 

home in Birmingham, Michigan , and Boca Raton , Florida , w here they sp ncl a great deal of 
time during the w inter month . Mr. Mardigian's hobb ies are go lf w imming and the 
preservation o f wi ldlife. 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. '"""' ''""" 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMATE 

On the occasion of the 45th Anniversary of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of 
America, I extend my warmest greetings and congratulations to all members and alumni of this 
noble and precious organization. 

The world of forty-five years ago heralded uncertain times for our people living in this 
country. The Armenian community as it was then constituted was substantially an immigrant 
population; it was unclear to what extent the unique Armenian identity would survive among the 
new generation of native-born Americans. 

Tiran Srpazan's vision of an Armenian Church Youth Organization was unprecedented, 
and thus experimental. But his hypothesis proved correct: the pride and love with which those 
original ACYOA members embraced their ancient heritage was in no way diminished by their 
dislocation from the motherland. This 45th Anniversary Celebration is evidence that the children 
of those pioneers intend to carry on the beautiful traditions of their ancestors. 

This is all the more poignant in light of the fact that the year 1991 represents the centennial 
of the consecration of the first Armenian Church in America. Today, at the close of an incredible 
century of achievement, there are more than 100 Armenian Churches in this country. 

How appropriate that the ACYOA has chosen to convene their own Anniversary 
Celebration at the site of one of the newest sanctuaries in our Diocese-the St. David Church of 
Boca Raton, Florida. The continued growth and expansion of the Armenian community is a vivid 
sign of life, and testament to that vitality and exuberance for which the ACYOA is our most 
enduring and optimistic symbol. 

It is equally appropriate that you have chosen this occasion to honor two beloved 
supporters of the ACYOA. Edward and Helen Mardigian are dedicated servants of this Church and 
all of her people, but they have always enjoyed a special relationship with the Armenian youth. 
Their enthusiasm and generosity on behalf of projects to educate and unite young Armenians has 
benefited your entire generation. 

May God bless you all, and may you continue to honor His Name with the zeal and 
faithfulness of your forefathers. 

27 january, 1991 

With prayers, 

~f · k - ~~ooo..._ • .._,._ •• ._.._ ~ 
Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 



ST. DAVID ARMENIAN CHURCH 
2300 YAMATO ROAD 

BOCA RATON , FLORIDA 33431 

Rev . Dr. Zaven Arzoumanian, Pastor 

December 10, 1990 

Dear Friends: 

I have the distinct pleasure to welcome you all to St. David 
Ar menian Church in sunshine Florida, on the occasion of the 
45th Anniversary of the Armenian Church Youth Organization. 

There is no doubt in anybody's mind that the past four and 
one half decades have forged the Armenian Church in America 
substantially and given her a new image, the image of resistence 
and persistence in modern times, in the face of rapid changes 
and alarming challenges. 

I salute the Armenian youth and wish them all inexhaustible 
energy, wisdom and responsibility, always inspired by the faith 
of our forefathers. 

(407) 994-2335 
Church 

I am particularly honored to welcome our benefactors, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward and Helen Mardigian in our midst, in their own home, as this 
historic gathering in Mardigian Hall is giving them the special 
honor as the unmatched benefactors of the A. C.Y.O . A. 

Greetings to all on behalf of St. David Armenian Church. 

J-r. 
Fat 



Dear Fellow Members and Friend : 

On behalf of the ACYOA Central Council and the Anniversary Ball ho t committee, 
we wi h to thank everyone who contributed in making thi Anniversary Ball Weekend a 
succe s . 

It is with great pride that we honor individuals of Edward and Helen Mardigian' 
caliber. Their love, d dication , and generosity toward numerous ca uses in both 
Armenian and non-Armenian circles is an example to live by. Steadfast in their b lief 
and persistent in their effort , they have given o much to o many in many ways. Yet 
th ir gr atest asset perhaps lie in their graciousness -- a quality that knows no equal. 
They are true servants of the church. We salute them for their unwavering support of our 
peopl , our faith, our culture and our heritage. May God bless them for many more 
y ars to come! 

RE A MARl JEBEJIAN 
Co-Chairman 
1991 ACYOA ational Anniversary 

Ball Committee 

LI A MANOOKIAN 
Chairman 
ACYOA Central Council 



PROGRAM 

OCATIO ........... ... ...... .......... ................................... .. ..... .The Rt. Rev. Bishop Khajag Bar amian, 
Primate 

GREET! G .......... ......... .. ................... .................................... Melani Mi.kaelian, Chairman 
Boca Raton ACYOA 

DINNER 

OPE G REMARK .............................................................. Rena ]eb jian, Co-Chairman 
Anniver aty Ball Committee 

MA TER OF CEREMO I ES .................................................... Mr. Kachadoor Kazarian 

VOCAL I TERL DE ............................................................... hami Ar lanian 

"Oh, Armenia" 
Words and Music by Shami 

Arslanian and Steve W i bart 

"Long Live Armenia" 
Words and M usic by hami Arslanian 

REMARK & PRE E TATIO ......... .. ..... .. .............................. Li a Manookian, Chairman 
OF GIFT ACYOA Central Council 

REMARK .. .. ..... .. ..... .. .... ..... .. ..... ... .............. .... .... .. ..... .. ............ Helen and Edward Mardigian 

CHORAL SELECTIONS ......... .... ... .. .. .... ........................ .... ...... .The Karatsayn inger 

Azk Parabandz 
Music by Arno Babajanian 
Words by Ashod Krasho 

All The Thing You Are 
Mu ic by J rome Kern 
Words by Oscar Hammerstei.n 

o loist: Ch ri tine Shooshan 

ing We And Chant It (a madrigal) 
Word and Mu ic by Thoma Marl y 

Anou h Karoun ( o lo) 
Word and mu ic by T. Ghazarian 

oloist: Ch ristine hoo han 
Pianist: Anoush Khachoya n 

Yerevan Yerepooni 
Music by E. Hovane ian 
Words by B. evag 

REMARK ............ ........... ... .... ... .... ..... .. ... ........ .. ............. .......... Rev. Dr. Zaven Arzoumanian , Pastor 
t. David Armenian Church 

PRIMATE' 1E SAGE .... .. ............ .. ............................... ...... ... .The Rt. Rev. Bishop Khajag Bar amian, 
Primate 

BE EDICTIO ...... ........ .. ..... .. ... .... ............... .... .. .. ... .... ... .. .. ... .The Rt. Rev. Bishop Khajag Bar amian, 
Primate 



SHAMI ARSLANIAN 

Born and raised in Miami, Florida, hami b gan singing playing guitar and writing song at 
the age of 15. he attended Florida tate niver ity in Tallaha ee, Florida, and the B rklee 
College of Music in Bo ton, Ma sachu tt . 

hami fir t premiered "Long Live Armenia" at th Diocese on April 22 1989 d uring a Martyrs' 
Day Commemoration program sponsored by the ACYOA and was asked to perform th very 
next day during the Annual Tim s quare Commemoration of the Genocid . ince then, he has 
perform d for everal Armenian organization , written another ong with her hu band teve 
Wei bart, entitled "Oh Armenia ," in memo1y of th victims of 1915, and recorded a tape of both 
song in Armenian and English , of which a portion of the proceed i earmarked for earthquak 
relief ff01ts for Armenia. 

hami and Steve write mu ic together and own S & Production and Recording, an eight
track recording studio in Brooklyn, ew York. 

THE KARATSAYN SINGERS 

"Born" in April of 1988, the Karatsayn inger are a group of young adults from St. George 
Armenian Church in Hartford , Connecticut, who perform choral works "a capella." They have 
performed at th t. Vartan Cathedral, the One World Festival , and variou ACYOA chapter and 
pari h functions throughout the ew England region. The group con i t of Anou h Kachoyan 
(Alto/ Director) , Christine Shoo han ( opran o) and Peter Bedrossian and Ara Kazarian 
(Tenor/ Ba ). 

The Karatsayn inger ar among a rare and uniqu e br d of performers who have 
"culturally inspired " those for whom they have performed. They are not only active in the 
ACYOA, but also active in their parish and community at-large , exhibiting a talent that you don't 
come across too often. They take pride in their heritage and it hows. We hould not he irate 
to support and promote them. 



ACYOA CENTRAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 1946 - 1991 

Gerald Aharonian 
SHAKE AJAMIAN 
Penie Allalemdjian (Papazian) 
Sara Andonian 
MI AK APRAHAMIAN 
Raffi Aprahamian 
Greg Arpajian 
Artin Artinian 
Suzie A hjian 
Mary Azarian (Zotian) 
Leo Bakalian 
Rose Bannaian (Mekenian) 
Melanie Barsamian (Bilazarian) 
Y. Gladys Barsamian 
Lee Bedigian 
Joan Bilazarian (Handleman) 
Brian Bogo ian 
Acabe Boornazian 
Robert Borzakian 
MAX BOUDAKIAN 
Linda Boyajian 
Su an Boyajian 
Roberta Carman (Kochakian) 
Lynda Chagachbanian 
Ann Dadaian 
Alex Dadourian 
Ralph Der Asadourian 
Carol Der Boghosian 
Robett Doramajian 

UBAR DORIAN 
Ara Dostourian 
Karnig Durgarian 
Elizabeth Ekmanian 

!SHAN E KIGIAN 
Anna Garabedian 
Var en Garabedian ( eraydarian) 
Sonya Ga parian 
Arshag Gechijian 
Shockey G ngozian 
Ronald Godoshian 
Rob rt Go hgarian 
Dianne Greene (Velegris) 
Judy Hachikian (Petersen) 
Rose Hane ian (Murray) 
MANOOG HEDITSIAN 

Grace Heroian (Saxenian) 
LEO HO]EGIAN 
Gaty Hovhane sian 
Emma Hov epian 
Paul Hovsepian 
ZAVE HOVSEPIAN 
George Jevarjian 
EDWARD KAISERIAN 
Jo eph Kalemkerian 

ancy Kaprelian 
Ruth Kaprelian 
Joyce Karageozian (ObenhofO 
Jack Kazanjian 
M. CA EY KAZANJIAN 
MARK KAZANJIAN 
Avedis Kevorkian 
Keny Key serian 
Maty Ann Khachadoorian 

(Dikranian) 
BARKEV KHOJAJIAN 
Nancy Malkasian (Banks) 
Harold Manoogian 
LISA MANOOKIAN 
Sara Martinian 
MATTHEW MATTEOSIAN 
Steve Megrdichian 
Aurora Melikian Qebejian) 
Byron Melkonian 

(Vety Rev. Fr. Haigazoun) 
Bette Meserlian 
Linda Minassian 

u an Mina ian 
Hayk Misakyan 
Lisa Mooradian (Torani) 

SAN MOU IGIAN 
Gertrude ahigian 
Paul a1anan 
SCOTT AJARIAN 
ARDA AZERIAN 
Rose Norian (Hallajian) 
Carol ongtan 
RICHARD OR IGIAN 
David Onanian 
EDWARD 0 ANIAN 

Laurie Onanian 
Sona Palvetzian 
DE IS PAPAZIAN 
PAUL POGHARIAN 
Gregoty araydarian 
Hany Sarkissian 
Joseph Sarkissian 
Virginia Saxenian 
Arax Selvinazian 
Haig Serabian 
Sylvia Shahinian (Dulgarian) 
Mary V. halakian 
Harry hamlian 
Armen Shekerjian 
Charles Shooshan 
MICHAEL SIMO IA 
John Soursourian 
Melina pinuzza 
Charles Takesian 
Janet Takvorian (Malool) 
Richard Takvorian 
Arpena Tavitian (Sbarbaro) 
Harry Terzian 
Vaughn Totovian 
Gary Townsend 
Arthur Yagjian 
RALPH YAGJIAN 
MICHAEL YAPCHAIAN 
Sona Rejebian (Yazijian) 
Louise Yeghissian (Kalemkelian) 
Grayce Yeramian (Malarian) 
GARY ZAMANIGIAN 
Michael Zeytoonian 

OTE: CAPITALS INDICA TE 
CE TRAL COUNCIL CHAIRME ' 

[In the event of any inadvertent 
error or omission , pleas inform 
u s so that we ca n co rrect o ur 
record for the future. ] 



ACYOA EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES/DIRECTORS 

1949 - 50 Mary Shalakian 1971 Louise Yeghissian (Kalemkerian) 

1951 - 53 Hagop Nersoyan 1972 - 76 Rev. Fr. Nersess Jebejian 

1960 - 61 Rev. Fr. Dajad Davidian 1977-78 George Tashjian 

1961 - 62 Joseph Kalemkerian 
1979 -present Nancy Basmajian - Juniors 

James Magarian - Seniors 1980 - 1986 
1962 - 66 Deacon Megerditch Mouradian 1986 Anthony Barsamian - Seniors 
1967-69 Deacon Hovhanness (Fr. Karekin) Kasparian 1987- 1990 Douglas Tashjian- Seniors 

1970 

1946 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 

1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 

Howard T. W. Stowe (Rev.) 1990 Anthony Barsamian - Seniors 

SITES OF THE ACYOA GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 
AND SPECIAL ASSEMBLIES 

Providence, Rhode Island 1961 Richmond, VA 1975 . Miami , FL 
Constitutive Assembly 1962 Detroit, MI 1976. Lowell , MA 
Philadelphia , PA 1963 Montreal, Canada 1977 . Detroit, MI 
Deu·oit, MI 1964 Chicago, IL 1978. Providence, RI 
New Brita in , CT 1965 New York, NY 1979. Milwaukee, \VI 
Evanston, IL (Long Island Hosts) 1980. Watertown, MA 
Wate1town , MA 1966 Providence, RI 1981 . Chicago/ Evan ton , IL 
Worcester, MA 1967 Pawling, 
Cleveland , OH 1968 Wi liams Bay WI 

1982 . New Britain, CT 

Troy, 1969 Detroit, MI 
1983. Toronto, Canada 

Racine , WI Con titutive A embly 
1984. Palos Heights, IL 

Washington, D.C. 1969 Fort Monroe, VA 
1985 . \X1orce ter, MA 

Bo ton , MA 1970 ew York, 
1986. Wynnewood, PA 

iagara Falls, NY 1971 orth Philadelphia , PA 
1987. Detroit, MI 

Ea t St. Louis IL 1972 Eat t. Loui , IL 
1988. Providence RI 

ew York, NY 1989. Houston, TX 

(Metropolitan ew York 
(Duri11g the 1973- 74 Reorgc111izatio11 Period 

1990. Cleveland, OH 

and Tew Jersey) The General Assembly was not be/d) 1991 . Hartford, CT 

(•: Since 1975, the Assemblies have been held at the same site as the National Sports Weekend.) 

Detroit, MI 
Cleveland, OH 
D tr it, MI 

nion City, J 
Watertown, MA 
Holy Cross-NYC, 

ACYOA CHAPTER ''A'' AWARD 
Central Council Award to the Most Outstanding Chapter of the Year: 

(Initiated in 1952) 

1965 Long I land , 1978 Long Island, NY 
1966 RacLne, WI 1979 Cheltenham PA 
1967 Montreal, Q E 1980 Lawrence, MA 
1968 Richmond , VA 1981 Palos Heights, IL 
1969 Watertown, 1A 1982 Cleveland , .oH 
1970 E. t. Louis, IL 1983 Wisconsin 

North Philade lphia, PA 1971 Detroit, MI 1984 Palos Heights, IL 
Worcester, MA 1972 (not awarded) 1985 Watertown, MA 
Detroit, MI 1973 (not awarded) 1986 Worcester, MA 
Detroit MI 197 (not awarded) 1987 Watertown, MA 
Worcester, MA 1975 (not awa rded) 1988 \X1orcester, MA 
Toronto, 0 T 1976 Watertown, MA 1989 Watertown, MA 
Toronto, 0 T 1977 Detroit, MI 1990 Hattford, CT 



A.C.Y.O.A. SPECIAL AWARDS 

Awarded during the National Sports Weekend 

CHARLES YAGHOOBIA I DIVIDUAL SPORTSMA SHIP AWARD: 
(Initiated in 1978. Give n to an individual based on spo 11sman hip-lik characte r) 

1978 j an Avakian - Wisconsin 
1979 hirley Toumayan - Watertown 
1980 Ararat Hacetoglu - Toronto 
1981 Richard Yerganian - Watertown 
19 2 Malcom agh rian - Westchester 
1983 evan irmakesyan - Montreal 
1984 teve Sarkisian - Watertown 
1985 Ararat Hacetian - t. Catherine 
1986 Melina Spinu zza - Evanston 
1987 Matthew Keurajian - Detro it 
1988 Gr gory Arpajian - Cleveland 
19 9 Gregory Arpajian - Cleveland 
1990 Randy Dagl y - Watertown 

JOH K LHA JIAN MEMORIAL AWARD FOR 0 TSTA DI G PORTSMA SHIP: 
(Initiated in 1975. Ba ed o n chapt r pa1ticipation in Spo 11 Weeke nd Competition) 

1975 Merrimack Va lley 
1976 Bayside 
1977 ew Britain 
1978 Lawrence 
1979 Toronto 
1980 Cleveland 
1981 Palo Heights 
1982 Palos Height 
1983 Montreal 
1984 t. Ca therines 
19 5 Wisconsin/ Palos Heights 
19 6 Washingto n, D .C. 
1987 Evanston 
1988 Cleveland 
1989 Greenfield 
1990 Washingto n, D .C. 

MASIS AWARD : 
(Initiated in 19 7. Awa rded to the chapte r with the highest average numbe r of po ints pe r participant. ) 

1987 Wa hington D.C. 
1988 Clev land 
1989 Greenfield 
1990 Greenfield 

SAM ER E IAN AWARD: 
(Initiated in 1979. Given to an individual of outstanding Chri tian characte r.) 

1979 Samuel er esian (posthumously) - t. Louis 
1980 Mariann Hovsepian - Detro it 
19 1 Debb ie tephanian - Evanston 
1982 Gary Townsend - Lawrenc 
1983 Steve arki ian - Wateitown 
1984 usan Boyajian - Palos Heights 
198- Ronald Godoshian - Detro it 
1986 Beth Bilbilian - Worcester 
1987 Linda Ekizian - Wa hingto n, D .C. 
1988 usan Bergoudian - Watertown 
1989 Robert hamgochian - W orce ter 
1990 Richard Mardirosian - Hartfo rd and Paula Bechakian - Watertown 



A.C.Y.O.A. SPECIAL AWARDS (cont.) 

ARCHBISHOP'S E AY AWARD : 
(Initiated in 1982 - Arm nian and English Categorie ) 

1982 
1990 

BABAYA 

Eng lish - Kevin Magarian 
Engli h - reg rsigian (Hanford ) 

CUP 
(Initiated in 1974. Awarded to d1 Chapter which scores me highest number of points in d1e various athletic 
com petitions.) 

1974 Detroit 

1975 Detroit & Watertown 
1976 Detroit 

1977 Detro it 
197 Watertown 

1979 Wisconsin 
1980 Detroit 
19 1 D tra it 
1982 D tra it 

1983 Detro it 
1984 Detroit 
1985 Montreal 
1986 Wynnewood 
1987 Detroit 
1988 Evanston 

1989 Greenfield 

1990 Greenfield 



Zaven Hovsepian 
First Central Council Chairman 

ACYOA Central Council 
(1946 - 1947) 













tJJiamontf 
Sponsor 

In memory of Cfiar[es rr'a[anian 
Mrs. Cfiar[es 'Ta[anian 



(j o[i 
~enefactors 

In memory of .9Lnne 1(asparian 

Pau[ & J'Lnn mer tBogliosian 

Mrs. rneran J-{int[ian 



Si{ver 
Patrons 

Law Offices 

of f}?Jchard C. r:Bagdasarian, P.J'L. 

In memory of my liusbancL Jolin Vanie{son 

Margaret flJanie[son 



tBronze 
'Donors 

.9L.y.fJ3 . f[l . !fort Lauderdale Cfiap t er 

r:Mrs . 'lJeran .9L[toonian 
In memory of 'Deran Jl[toonian 

9vf rs . .9Lrdemis .9L val(ian 

r:Miss .9Lca6e 13oornazian 

r:Mrs . Li[[ian 13oyajian 

r:Mrs. Pau[ 'lJer Jfagopian 

r:Mr. & r:Mrs . .9Lram 1(azanjian 

yreg & .9Lra 1(az arian 

Cfiar[otte Z . 1(esliian 
In memory of 'Eawartf 'D. J(esfiian, 'Befovea Jius6ana 

Congratufations ana Jiappy 45tfi Jlnnive rsary ana a 'Brig/it 'future 

Car[ and !f[orence 1(evorl(ian 
In memory of Simon Jiama[ian 

r:Mrs. Peggy 13ejian r:Mamoorian 
In memory of Jl[6ert :Mamoorian 

Lisa 'lJ. r:Manoo/(ian 

Jea n, Sara & r:Martfia r:Mart inian 
C£ [iz a6 etfi and r:Marl( 'Toto vian 

In memory of :Martin :Martinian 



tBronze 'Donors 
cont . 

.!ll{ice, :Me{anie & 1(evin :Mif(ae{ian 
In memory of 11{j.cl(ey :Mil(ae{ian 

We{come 'Io 'IIie Sunshine State 
St. 'David .!llrmenian Cliurcli .!lLCYO.!lL 

Congratu{ations .!lLCYO.!lL on your 
4 5 tli .!llnniversary 

Pastor & Parisli Counci{ 
St. 'David .!llrmenian Cliurcli 

'Boca 9(aton, ~Florida 

St. 'David .!llrmenian Cliurcli Women's yui{d 

Congratu{ations and 'Best Wislies ~or 
Continued Success 

Pastor & Parisli Counci{ 
St. Saliag and St. :Mesro6 .!llrmenian Cliurcli 

Wynnewood, P.!ll 

'Best Wislies 
Wynnewood .!lLCYO.!lL 

'IIie 'Best Of 'Times 'D.C. in '56 
.!lLCYO.!lL .!ll{umnus 

9\[aomi & Car{ Zeytoonian 



~oosters 

1Jo[[y .9Ldamian 
In memo ry of Zarie Jlrzoomanian 

Mr. & Mrs. o/ian J . .9Lvedisian 
I n memory of J uage Jolin ana Ma ry (Jlveaisian} J{_ajarian 

fjcliard & S arali 13agdasarian 
In memory of ~ose J{azarian 

2\._osann L . 13agdasarian 

.9L[ice 9{. 13 as Iii an 

Lucy & 2\._us 13ongarzone 

O[ivia .9Lrs[anian 13rook.J 

St. (jregory of ?{are!( .9LCY0.9L 
'Tfie C[eve[ana JlC:YDJl wisfies to tfianl( eve ryone 

wfio came ana supporter£ our 
Sports Weel(ena -0-Jlye-0 '90 ' 

Mr. & Mrs. (jeorge 1Javitian 

.9Lgliavni ".9Lggie " f£[[ian 

Zee M. J{o[[isian 

Mr. & Mrs. J{acliy J{orasan 

Yenovl( & Lisa Jacmacjian 



tBoosters 
cont. 

'Deacon Y'Lren & !J(ena Je6ejian 
In memo ry of Jl. rcli6isliop 'Tiran 'l{_ersoyan 

!J(ena Mari Je6ejian 
In lionor of 1Jeaco n Jl.ren Je6ejian 's Ortfination 

Margaret Lave 

Mr. & Mrs. Valia~n Mefil(ian 

Sarl(is Pancul( 
In lionor of Manu{( Pancuf('s 65tli 'Birtliaay 

.9Lce & Marvene Proodian 

Lucy !J(osva{{y 

Mr. & Mrs. Jolin Sarian 

Mr. Sam C. Simitian 
In memory of Mr. Cliades Simitian ana Mrs. 'llelianousli Simitian 

!i(ose "?{evart " Zeytoon ian 
In memory of Josepli 'J{ovsep ' Zeytoonian 



ST. DAVID ARMENIAN CHURCH 
Boca Raton, Florida 

Th youngest pa ri h o f the Diocese o f the Armenian Church of Ame rica, Sa int Dav id Armenian 
Church was built in the city of Boca Raton , in March of 1988, and was con ecrated o n Palm 
Sunday, Ma rch 27, 1988 by His Eminence, Archbisho p Torkom Manoogian , Primate. Th new 
nam o f the church re placed the conventional titl e of the Armenian Church of South Flo rida, 
which ide ntified the South Flo rida parish since 1979 and served as the community cente r o f 
o m 200 families, bo th res ident and vaca tio ne rs. 

The construction of this bea utiful church and the e legant Mardigian Ha ll marked the culminatio n 
of seven yea r ' concerted effo rts, o f generous contribution and dedicated service, and dawned 
a bright and permanent future, full o f e nthusiasm and anticipatio n. 

O ur two be nefacto rs who contributed gene rou ly to the rea li za tio n of this grea t pro ject, in 
additio n to o ur pa rishio ne rs ' substantia l do nations, a re Mr. and Mrs . Edwa rd a nd He le n 
Mardigian, in whose honor the Hall was named and dedicated o n March 27, 1988, and Mrs. Lo is 
Shakarian James, the Godmother o f the new church, who wished to name the church t. Dav id , 
in memory of the ir la te husband David Shakarian . 

The St. Dav id parish includes 200 families as pe rmanent residents, scatte red in Broward and 
Palm Beach counties. It was o ffi cially established by the Primate in 1979, and vis iting clergy 
officiated since the n until ove mbe r 1, 1984, when the Rev. Dr. Zav n Arzoumanian arri ved in 
Flo rida as the pa ris h 's fir t pe rma ne nt pri est. Fa the r Arzo uma ni a n has bee n serv ing th e 
community since the n . 

In addition to the p rmanent r s ide nts, ano ther 150 families a re among the suppo tte rs of St. 
Dav id, who visit Palm Beach County from the no1th and serve the parish who leheartedl y and 
genero usly. 

O n May 11 , 1989, the Committe Appearance Boa rd of th City o f Boca Raton, presented the 
1988 Special Recognitio n Architectural Award to St. Dav id Arme nian Church by the hands of 
Mayor Emil F. Danc iu . On Janu ary 7, 1990, the Mayor presented to Father Arzoumanian a 
plaque w ith the 'Key o f th City," commemorating the building of the first Arme nian Church in 
the ta te of Flo rida. 



1991 ACYOA NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY BALL COMMITTEE 

Co-Chairmen 

Publicity 

Treasurer 

Entertainment 

Reception 

Rena Jebejian 
Lisa Manookian 

Laurie Onanian 

Melanie Mikaelian 

Steve Minoogian 

Kevin Mikaelian 

Beach Party/Cookout Greg Khatchadourian 
Kevin Mikaelian 

Booklet Lisa Manookian 

The Committee wishes to thank the following for 
their assistance in weekend preparation and activities: 

Mr. Vian Avedisian for his advice and guidance 

Mrs. Roslyn Basherian for assisting with the centerpieces 

Mr. Rudy Berberian and his cooking crew 

Mrs. Meline Grigorian 

Yeretzgin Aurora Jebejian 

Mrs. Alice Mikaelian 

Mrs. Virginia Norsesian for preparing the 
flower arrangements 

Mr. Sarkis Pancuk 

Mr. Chris Zakian 

Mrs. Naomi Zeytoonian for the balloons 

The ACYOA of St. David Armenian Church 

The Men's Club of St. David Armenian Church 

The Women's Guild of St. David Armenian Church 

The ACYOA Central Council 




