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ACYOA Celebrates 40th Anniversary; Honors Founder Abp. Tiran Nersoyan 
By Susan Shamamlan 

NEW YORK, N.Y. - More than 
300 alumni, members and 
friends of lhe Armenian Church 
Youth Organization of America 
gathered at the Diocese of the 
Armenian Church in New York 
City on Saturday evening, 
November 29, 1986, to attend a 
joyous event - the Gala 40th 
Anniversary Celebration of the 
ACYOA honoring the founding 
Primate, Archbishop Tiran 
Nersoyan. 

The site of this Mid-Atlantic 
Region Dinner~Dance was the 
Haik and Alice Kavookjian Aud
itorium, which was attractively 
decorated in purple and yellow, 
the organization's traditional 
colors. Special ACYOA Story 

~~~~~!~~~~::b:0~7:t a~~r: Archbishop ·nron Nersoyan, Rose Mekenian (Chairperson of 
distributed to all present. Celebration Comrrliuee), and Archbishop T orkom Manoogian 

The festivities began with 8 hold the piGque presented to Archbishop Tiran NertiOJJDn (the 
Reunion Hour during which founding Primate oY the ACYOA) during the euening. 
guests.;:Oi various generations ductory remarks, Mr. Simonian spiritually and socially, and that 
renewed their friendships and called upon Zaven Hovsepian, it has beer. a "dynamtc and 
also viewed an impressive col· the first and five-tfrne Central inspiring organization founded 
lection of ACYOA memorabilia Council Chairman. to address by a truly dynamic and inspiring 
on display in the adjacent G- the guests. Mr. Hovsep1an man." Archbishop Tiran's sister, 
HaiL Celebration Committee recalled how Archbishop Ner- Diramayr Mariam Jebejian, and 
Vice·Chairman Joseph Kalem- soyan had conceived the other members of his family 
kerian then announced that the ACYOA, believed in our young were present for the occasion. 
dinner would commence with peop~e, and achtevod h~s vision, Spocial Messages 
the processional entrance of creatmg an organ.zatmn that 

\honored guests. followed by the has adapted to change and lived Anthony Barsamian, current 
'group singing of the "Star- for two generations. He pointed Act1ng Executive Secretary of 

out that during the next40 years, the ACYOA Seniors, followed 
Spangled Banner" accompan- the ACYOA can be a vehicle for next on the program, suggesting 
ied by Susan Shamamian at the expanding and d<Jveloping that like Archbishop Tiran, we 
piano. many programs. nnd that, like must give of ourselves. "Each of 

Archbishop Torkom Manoo- the U.S. Marines, ··once you·re us must make a commitment to 
gian, Primate of the Diocese of in it, you're in it!" find our young people, be their 
the Armenian Church of Amer- Ar<la Nazerian subsequently mentors and the" teachers; then 
ica, then led the recitation of the called off tb.a_narres of the cler~ the Annenian Church will have a 

·ACYOAPrayeraiidpronouricea gymen and othertpecial guests ruture;· t•e insosted. 
the invocation. Nancy 8asm3j- presentatthedinnerandinwited Judge Vincent Gurahian, 
ian, Director o! the ACYOA . Archbishop Torkom to lead a Diocesan Council Chairman, 
Juniors, proposed a toast to prayer in memory of deceased congratulated the ACYOA and 
Archbishop Tiran, to the organi- ACYOA members. She then predicted that those who are in 
~~t;~;·~~~~~~~ and to the future introduced recent Central the organization today will hoid 

Anniversary Celebration Gen- Council Chairman Shake Ajam- roles of importance in the 
eral Chairman Rose Mekenian ian, who noted that the organi- Armenian Church in the future. 
began her welcoming remarks zat1on's purpose had been to Arda Nazerian read messages 
with the introduction of New use the Church's precious from New York Governor Mario 
Jersey Assemblyman Garabed resource, its young people. Miss Cuomo and former ACYOA 
··chuck" Hayataian, who Ajamian added that the ACYOA Executive Secretanes Rev. 

has grown, changed and sue~· Karekin Kasparian and Deacorl 
expressed his pride at having ceeded in setting Christian Megerditch Mouradian, who 
been a former member of the goals that have been u lifeline of were unable to attend. 
New York H~;>ly Cross Church 
ACYOA. the community. Miss Nazerian then called on 

Mrs. Mekenian thanked all The final and youngest guest Rose Mekenian, "the driving 
speaker was high~school senior force behind this event," whose 

those present for attending the Sarkis Jebejian, grandnephew· extensive involvement in the 
celebration. She acknowledged 
with gratitude the Mid-Atlantic of Archbishop Tiran and past Armenian Church began years 
Anniversary Planning Commit- Chairman of the N-ew York·NeW ago in his home parish of Cleve~ 
tee, Diocesan staff members, Jersey Regional Juniors. In a land, Ohio. Joseph Kelemkerian 
parish .representatives and combination of. articulatt> added that Mrs. Mekenian had 
donors to the commemorative Armenian and English, Sarkis worked tirelessly on the plan~ 
booklet, which had been recalled that Archbishop Tiran ning of this celebration for the 
designed an assembled by had been a tremi:ndous influ- past e1ght months, and pres
Joseph Katemkerian. ence on him and a source of ented her with a bouquet of 

spiritual strength. He pointed roses on behalf of the Mid-
Anniversary Cake out that the ACYOA had played Atlantic Region 40th Anniver-

An elaborate cake-cutting an imoortant role in his file, both sary Committee. 
ceremony followed, led by the 
Primate and Archbishop Tjran. 
Participants included past and 
present ACYOA Central Council 
Chairmen and members, Direc
tors and Executive Secretaries,, 
who were invited by Mrs. Me
kenian to the stage, where they 
placed lit candles on five anni· 
versary cakes that spelled out 
ACYOA. This touching segment 
of the program concluded with 
the jubilant group singing of 
"Happy Anniversary". 

Rose Mekenian then intro
duced former Center Council 
Chairmen Michael Simonian 
and Arda Nazarian, who served 
as master and mistress of 
ceremonies. Following his intro-

At table of Archbishop llran Nerwyan's relotJLJe5,Jrom wp w 
center, nephew ~hahe and Olympia Jebejion; nephew Aren and 
Seta Jebejionj grandnieces j alia and Moria Jebejian; grand· 
nephews Aren Jebejian (Florida), and Tiran Jebejion and l<rikor 
Anoushian. Photos: Carol Der Boghosian 

Mrs. Mekenian graciously 
expressed her thanks and noted 
that tt had been a special privi· 
lege to head the committee 
because of the mixed genera
tions involved. ".Archbishop 
Tiran has always been an inspi
ration to me," she stated, and 
presented His Eminence with 
two special gifts - a video 
cassette recorder and a spe
cially inscribed commemorative 
plaque. 

Primate's Address 

Archbishop Torkom then 
addressed the guests, emphas
izing the importance of leader
ship. "Every member of the 
ACYOA must act as a leader by 
their words, attitudes, actions 
and life," he noted. "We must 
study the past to prepare tor the 
years ahead." The Primate 
pointed out Archbishop Tiran's 
steadfast devotion to the 
Church and 1ts members and 
said, "We recall with gratitude 
the work o! Archbishop Tiran. 
who worked so diligently to 
bring about the ··first ACYOA 
Constitutional Assembly ... We 
think of him with much admira
tion and much respect." 

Archbishop Torkom con
cluded his remarks with the 
presentation of a gift from all 
ACYOAers- a beauttful portrait 
of Archbishop Tiran by painter 
Soss Mefik, whic.h will be dis
played in the TahhJ of the dioce
san headquarter5 

Deeply touched, Archbishop 
responded with eloquent words 
of appreciation lor the gifts and 
said, "I thank you very much 
tram ~he bottom ol my heart lor 
recalli11g the. part I had in the 
founding of the ACYOA:· He 
congratulated the organiza
tion's members through the four 
decades and acknowleged the 
efforts of Archbishop Torkom, 
who had worked with him since 
1946 as a close associate m the 
ACYOA endeavor. 

"The youth are our future," 
Archbishop :T1ran continued. 
''I'm really moved by the love 
you have shown me ... there's 
nothing sweeter or more uplift
ing than to come together with 
this love," he concluded. 

The program came to a close 
with the Benediction and Clos

' ing Prayer led by Archbishop 
Tiran. The final port1on of tt1e 
celebration then began with 
dancing to the music of the John 
Vartan Ensemble and D.J. Ron. 

It was truly .glorious reunion 
and a fitting tribute to Archbi
shop Tiran Nersoyan as well as 
to the youth who have been the 
organization through the years. 

e.H:utit.'P .Secretary o/ the 
ACYOA ~enior~. makes his re· 
marks or the ACYOA Mid·At· 
lantit.. Region 401h Annil!ersary 
c,.-leUralion Dinner·Dance. 

ACYOA Central Council past 
Cha1rmen present at the cele
bration m addition to those pre
VIously mentioned were 
Manoog Heditsian, Casey 
Kazanjian, Max Boudak1an, Mis
sak Aprahamian, Leon Hojeg
tan, Mark KazanJian, and 
present Chairman, Scott Najar
ian. Several of them as well as 
other Central Council members 
had traveled considerable dts
tances to attend. Past Central 
Council members participating 
were Mary Shalak1an (also fHst 
ExecutJve Secretary), Ha1g 
Serabian. Mary Azarian Zot1an. 
Arax Selvmaz1an, Betty Ekman~ 
1an, Rose Bannaian Mekeman, 
Arpena Tav1tian Sbarbaro, Alex 
Dadourtan, Ann Oada1an, 
Joseph and Lou1se Kalemkerian 
(both past Execut1ve Secretar· 
ies). Peme Allalemdjian Papa
zian, Carol Der Boghos1an, 
Robert DoramaJIBn. Sana Yallj· 
1an. and current member Gre· 
gory Saraydanaf\:""': .. ,.tl"' ....... ~. ,.,, 

- Members-or th-e ACYOA M.itt" 
Atlanhc Reg1on 40th Anniver
sary Celebration Committee 
were as follows: Most Rev. Arch
bishop T orkom Manoogian, Pr~ 
mate; Very Rev. Fr. ··Khajag 
Barsamian, Advisor; Nancy Bas
majian, Advisor; Rose Mek.en· 
1an, General Chairman; Joseph 
Kalemkenan, Vice Chalfman/ 
Booklet; Lon Kalemkenan, 
Corresponding Secretary/Book
let Ads; Shake A1amJan, 
Recording Secretary, Ann Dad
alan. Ass1stant Secretary; Leon 
HoJegian, Treasurer; Arda Naz
erian, Publicity; Arpena Sbar
baro, Dinner; Michael Simonian, 
Program; Mary Selvinazian, 
Reservattons; Marge Ajam1an, 
Decorations; Gregory Saraydar
tan, Lighting; Gregory Oou
doukpan. Dance; John 
Nerses1an, Dance; Carol Oer 
Boghosian, Photographer; 
Suzte Ashjian, Hotel Informa
tion: Missak Apraham1an and 
Aved1s Sakalian, 

'A:;chbishop ·nran Nersoyan, the founding Primate 
acknowled.ges a UJOrm greeting as Judge Vincent Gurohian, Dio
cesan Council Chairman; Rose Mekenicm, Celebration Chair¥ 
personj Arda Nozerion and Michael Simonian, Mistress and 
Master of Ceremonies, listen. 



The flrmenlan Hlrror•Spetlator ' 

Ae, /81\,:C.elebrates 40th Anniversary 
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·, Mor.(',than erne~\; ·church:'ACYOA> , .':, · , ed fanner' Central Council 
her&. and:fri , _ e?~~e;:~~~-~ ¥rs. ~~}se'n~r~ ackrioV{~edg."; · chairmen Michael Simonian 
~ian;· Church."; .. ~11th":',QrS,l!!'}z~£,.:i.·ed ··,wi~~·gratitude the Mid• ' and Arda Nazerian, who served 
hon·.of_A~~n~~'~Befe4!~:~~~> Atlantic;Anni.versary Planning as master ·and mistresS~ of 
Dioc}'S!'•cof;J!)i\\~CArme,!liA1l ommittee"·.Dioocsan staff ceremonies: Following his' ip· 
Church iJ!: N!!-v;:Yo;k.Citf". ,, embers ... :.paiish'' represen· .,_ troductory remarks; Mr. Simo: 
Saturday 'ev'i;n.i\l&;:ij:l'fo:vel!', ative~'and don'ors to the com• ,·:; nian called upon Zaven Hovse·''· 
29,'to atte e)1ent IJleiDOrative booklet, whioh had ; pian, the first and five·term 
the :·:·Gala'.{ beeJ;I · designed:.aud ~sseinbled: ~ :, Central Council chairma.n_- to" 

-'/ .. ~,;l .... ,.: ..• j:.::.b. :._:;,,•.: - · . ·'address ~he guests. Mr. Hovse~ 
·,pian recalled how Archbishop.'. 
~Nersoyan', had conceived .'the ,·. 
'''i'ACYOA and achieved ,his vision 
,'~;~bY 'cr~atinga':l organiza_tion that 
' has adapted·to, change and 'liv•~ ," 
~:-·ed· f!:lr::two.'.gene:rations, ·He: 
;:r pointed oufthafduring the ne><t 
·.c140years(the'ACYOA can bea . 

·'.'·\vehicle· for.· expanding and 
· '· ,, developing many programs. 

Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan reci!ivet; gifts presented by Rose. Mekenia,J .. 
as I he Primme and Diramayr Mariam jebejiqnjArchbishop Nersoyan 'a 
si~l~!) look o,. · 

were unable to attend. Nersoyan. responded with elo~ 
Miss Nazerian then called on quent words of appreciation for 

· Rose Mekenian, "the driving the gifts and said, "I thank you 
force behind this event," whose very much from the bottom of 
!=Xtensive involvement in the my heart for .recalling the part 
Armenian Church began years I had in the founding o( the 
ago in her home parish of ACYOA.'1 He congratulated the 
Cleveland, Ohio. Joseph Kalem· organizati'on 1s· members 

, kerian added that Mrs. Meke· through the four decades and 
.. nian had worked tirelessly on acknowledged the efforts of the, 

the planning of the celebration Primate, who had worked with 
·for the past eight months, and him since 1946' as a close 

presented her with a bouquet of associate in the · ACYOA 
I roses on behalf of the Mid· At· endeavor." 
Ian tic Regioil 40th 'Anniversary "The youth are our future," 

<Committee. · ": ' he continued. 'Tm really· mov· 
Mrs. Mekenian expressed her ·· ed by the love you have shown 

,,·. thanks and noted that it had · me ... There's nothing sweeter 
< been a special. privilege to head' or more uplifting'than to come 
<;·.,the comimttee because of the ' together with this love. 
)~~":t;nixed generations ir~:voive"d.·-.~ The program came to a close" ·~···· 

; -~--'~Archbi&chop. · Nerso)ran · has with the benediction· and clos-
.~,. always beerc aa inspiratiun to ing prayer .. led by Archbishop 
'· me,".she stated, and Nersoyan.·The final portion of ·•' 

,' the,celebration then began with,,·;,-;;, 
dancing to the·music of the John· · · 
Vartan Ensemble and D.J. Ron. 

Members of. the ACYOA Mid· ' 
Manoosi~ ad· Atlantic Region 40th Anniver· . 

"·"'""'"'~'~.u·~guests, emphasizing. sary Cel!obrat.ion ;,committee"<; 
' :~~ffi~~~~~~?l:~;~~f~~~~ -:the importance .·of leadership.·'. were; The MQSt Rev. Ar9hbi< ,, P'l'l'' ;.,;~'EverymemberoftheACYOA, shop Torkom Manoogian,:Pri··~. 

--.• , ... ,_,--~,,-.. cl"'i"'na~•.;;-: .,;~'[>,.:; CJen~·~ o,...,dl.ch.oin•><"'··- •". ,.,,. :must :~ct 11• a leader by' their mate;Veri Rev:· Fr. Khajag Bar· · 

;:~~~~iE~~~~~;~~:.~.·~~-;~t~~ · · " ,. · ··•:-words, ·attitudes;· actions 'and samian, ad\liwr;':Nanc)r Basma· · th~··Ai;:YO~ !>as grown; ·life," he noted. "We must study.·. : jian, advisor';; Rose Mekenian, ': , • 
'changed 'and ~uccee\led in:set;: :the past to prepare· for the years general chairman;' Joseph Ka· 

. . , ting C)lristian goals that have .ahead."•The Primate pointed, lemkerian,-vice chairman/book·, 

••;~~~~~§~~~~~~~~~~ and, ex·'', been' ',a ·,.lifeline of ''the ,out Archbishop Nersoyan's,, let; Lori Kalemkerian, corres· >e<:re•tantes.· who were' ':''communiiy. , ,steadfast, devotion to the ponding secreJtlry/booklet ads; 
Mekcnian to the.·. \The final and youngest guest • Church and its meiljbers, and Shake Ajamian, recording secre· 
they placed lit :. speaker was high school senior, said, "We recall with gratitude tary; Ann Dadaian, assistant 

Jive anniver!Wfy: '. SarkisJebejian, grandnephew of the work of f\rchbishop Nerso·. secretary; Leo11 Hojegian, trea-

::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~f~go~uitiA;CY;~O~A~,', '.Archbishop Nersoyan and past 
L:.en introduc.::i .• chairman of tJ>e New'\,' ork/New' 
, .. , •.•.. : ... '- •',: ~Jersey. Regional 'Juniors,-' In a . 

•·. combinatioq of articulate Arme·'· 
. , , . nian and English, Sarkis recall-"' 

·· ·. ;,;ed,'tpat.Archqishop Ners'?yan ·._, 
'",had.'! been> a' tremendous in•'· 
·,, fhience on 'him and a ·source of 
'.' spiritual\strengtn;· ,He point~d· 

that the:ACYOA had 
role in' 

• ,'11.~ ... 

surer; Arda Nazerian, publicity; 
Arpena Sbarbaro, dinner; Mi., 
chael Simonian, program; Mary 
Selvinazian~ reservations; .\, ,i 
Marge Ajamian, decorations; 
Gregory· Saraydarian, lighting; 
Gregory Doudoukjian, dance; 
john Nersesian, dance; Carol 
Dei Boghosian, photographer; 
Suzie Ashjian, hotel informa· 
tion;' Missak Aprahamian and 
Avedis Sakalian, men\bers. · 

Susan Shan1amian 


