
The Ordination 
to the Sub-diaconate 



THE ORDER . 
FOR THE -illPOSI'!ION OF HANDS 

SUBDIACOS.!TE 

_Thm one of the deacons reads lite prophecy of 
lsaza!t, Chap. VI, 1-10. Episllt of St. Paul to the 
lleLmcs, Chapt. II, 14-18 i at t/,e eud q/?Clticlt: 

Psalm 122 
.-! Song of Asunts . Of David. 

t 1 was glad when they said to me. 
"Let us go to the house of the 

LoRD!" 
! Our ieet are standing 

within your gates, 0 Jerusalem. 

J Jerusalem-built as a city 
that is bound firmly together . 

• To it the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of 

the LoRD. 
For there the thrones for judgment 

were set up. 
the thrones of the house of 

David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
"May they prosper who love 

you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, 

and security within your .. 
rowers. 

8 For the sake of my relatives and 
friends 

I will say. "Peace be within 
you. 

9 For the sake of the house of the 
LORD our God, 

1 will seek your good. 

ISAIAH 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I 
saw the Lord sitting on a throat, 

high and lofty; and the hem of his robt 
filled the temple . :>Seraphs were in attm
dance above him; each had six winp: 
with ·two they covered their faces, and 
with two they covered their feet, md 
with two they flew . 3 And one called 10 

another and said : 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of 
hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his 
glory. " 

4The pivots" on the thresholds shook ac 
the voices of those who called. and tht 
house filled with smoke. 5 And 1 said: 
"Woe is me! I am lose. for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and lli\·e among a peopkol' 
unclean lips; yet my t"yes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts!" 



6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me. 
holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7Thc 
seraph 1 touched my mouth with it and 
said : "Now that this has touched yo~r 
lips, your guilt has derarted and your ~m 
is blotted out." RThen I heard the vo1ce 
ofthe Lord saying, "Whom shall I send. 
and who will go for us?" And I saJd, 
"Here am I; send me~ .. 9 And he said, "Go 
and say to this people: 

'Keep listening, but do not 
comprehend ; 

keep looking, bur do not 
understand . · 

111 Make the mind of this people dull. 
and stop their ears, 
and shur their e\'es, 

so that they may ~ot look with 
their eyes. 

and listen with their ears, 
and comprehend with their minds. 

and turn and be healed.·· 

THE LETTER TO THE 

HEBREWS 
14 Since, therefore, the children share 

flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through 
death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of drath, that is, the devil, 
' 5 an~ free those who all their lives were 
held m slavery by the r fd th 16 For . . 1 h ~ear o ea . 
It IS c ear t at he did not co h l 

b h d me to e p 
angels, ut t e escendants of Abrah am. 

17Therefore he had to become like h ' 
brothers and sisters • in every respect, 5

1

~ 
that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, to make 
a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. IH Because he himself was tested 
by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested . 

'f• .. -~. IJpp"J O.Liunwpwfl/w OfwnLu" 

'f.p"umn11/1' np f!.U'" 1f wptnu": 

'1•., · 4-wa~ .[!.b'l. S/;-p 

n-ri• fQn_ouf.unL,/f;: 

'J•.,. O.u/;- O.umnLw~: 
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llumnLW~ Jlrp: 



lln._ Sl;pf, Jbp 6/wnLu f.pfuunnll: 

bL duiiiiUL!JIUfl!;-"fl WIL f1w du1f1~Ul"' 

'I" J.b,._f, '1-",'/!;- f'"!l'" · . ""~ w~ul[kpm.p'b 
11wum!;-"f' "·!If'".'!/!~ np.p dwmnLsw'h/;-fi/i,: 

ltppkL kmbu SfwnLu' P'"l'~'"9b'"L uwu

mbw!l *hn,'l''' bL .wul;. p.,;JL mnt.,.p. dw*b- ' 

~f!..lnL'!J'f 'f-"'L IIIIL ""' kL Jfi '"f''f-blnL_p 

'I '1-" u w. 'I/! "{I '1-"1./"' k '".'1 '1- I; "'I~ w 1 n L -

fii/•Lf.. tlumnL~n/: ll4f.. w,/f;f.. wubd 

J./r'/. • Uf' UJ f!.f..ftwffl" 'l_'"f'.f!U{JnLfJ/!Lf.. 1111-

UIUL~'!J ''Pf'bL '/.dw"ilnL~' n1_ Ji~9/;- "f.w: 

bL tu1Lbu1L 'l_f.nuw "'f-i!f'~U' J.bn._f.. /r'f " 

1_kpwJ bL opt)f..bw9 q"i,nuw: 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MARK 

13 People were bnngmg little chil
dren to him in order that he might touch 
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
them . 14 But when Jesus saw this , he was 
indignant and said to them, "Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
ofGod belongs . 15Truly I tell you. who
ever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it. " 
16 And he took them up in his arms. laid 
his hands on them , and blessed them . 
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u ... ri ... - ... t'J.• bL /rLU [uw'LUI'fiiLfJ/rwfl 

'1_Sk-p wputkusnL~: 

II-!-• ~i'"'t!,-•J'J. ..... '"\ ~!'-~-' Sk-p n'lnr: 

n ... ri ... _ ... t, · 
b'/pu~r~ U"f'Jrobwl~' UI'LIUJ_busnL.p_ 

t_tluurnLwl- mwL 1-wiL"!Ji'u i'Ll'".l ( -J• 

... \ .. -\) 9op4,flnLfiJi'Lfl i'Lf' i' 9._0f'"'9nLsw· 

'f,/,L 9._~UI "Uf.liiZ!IIf'fl tfrn.p.p UIUfi~UILUif-RL• 

fil/rw~t UIIJIUUUII.nflk[ ~UILI.I!tnntl IUtLw!_fr 

"L['t lrL .:;tuuwftbL t/tn/'""ltf/it/tft' 'lnl' funti

"'WOWL "I'Pn9 /tL['n9 · :_fl"l'~o~ SkmiLfl 

J/r(II!J 6/IIIIILII/t f.pfwmnup • ~/r9nL119!;- /rL 

.,ln1,Jiru9f,: ( ~ J-J\) Or')~lrul S!;-r: 

1~- 1: ~-~·~··" 't",~ ttJ'".-1. ~ {~r-J 
•• t. .. , \ .. -~ .. ~ ... ,, 1.. -·'='· 

DEACON. - Beloved brethren, let us make our 
supplications unto God, to g-rnnt to these his ser
Tnnts (N. N.) his blessing, in order to strengthen 
them in the office of the Subdinconate; th~t they 
may sen·e witJt faith before him, nnd may attain 
the reward thnt He hn~ promisrd to his Saints. May 
our Lord Jesus Chri5t, throug·h His g·racc, save them 
and have m~rcy upon them. . 

Tlu~ llisl10p 11ou• places l11's ltrmds rtpuu tlu:ir ltcacls, awl 
repeals tltir prayer: 

1 
,/ Crc:eT.: u:ord ll"tJnrlJ'i"'J: Sland up. 
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1:- 1.:-.V·\·"l··"' r"'~ 'lJ'--"' ~ ~hoo:• 
ttr•J '1.--~ :"t•J, t.. --~. 

(}'!/" 111~1 Ji11<)m (•1 bw., £. ~b"'.,!/! 

~l/biU9t Sl;p h.. wrwt•frt w.lb .. 

.,"!1.,'/t· Jnp•ll; ""'l'"b'ul 'I n'l!u., 
wJI/1111!}., wptupw~.p' bt,f' f.J/rp ft. 
Ul.,£f'£._f!JfiJf!t ,.UI.,UIL np_p £_ tfinw-

L.nppt fli' t[wu., I''"'Lnur J'wp

'lwuftpm-fil· ~w., .pn 'lfil wl!'1_ 

J"''l'l" .rwr'l~"'.,. UIILUI-I!"s"r 
,_,r/rw~fr., ftr'lfr'l .pn +r~11L 
'l!f£'L 1 flt' [un.,wp)bwl .CMf''flll

ufel'wllll;u 'l'l£8wL Jwl'•lfr., fe up_r

I'"J +nr-ul;.,,. !Jwrt"'r'a•u'-, '-" 
f._Ji,/!'/',Uil-/!u UIIL "~., 'fUI/'J.nL.u .. 

a/;• .:_~·'PwrJ.wL. J"r~fr.,u wiL 

~"'' .:_.UJr• ,_f, J£,_ 1\w.,u•l.lfwr) 
)np'fbusl; fr ~bw.,•u'l JWLfru.b .. 

.,/rs· £_ )pw.rU!Jiilus wzw~bputu•a 

fr~..rns "lw<)bL 'I.Uf"'mn ... frp'u.,u .,n .. 

rw' 'wJ£.,,"!1., UJL.m.pu ~,.,,ua 

frc.p£w., 9, £._ " Uf.1Uinl_IU"l( J-w

.rw.,uttfo /11nuu.w91UL '1~/;,u.,u., 

JUIL.ftutb"bftss ftt.utnft ~lUR..I'fJU 

-i!n' ')btniLo'l brtbwL uppn9 w

ILUI.pbf_n.9-,, •fw•fw'lb9w'- wuurfr

-z(w'bfr: tl, wu., nf''!J IU'I_UI;_Iillj! 'l..f!£ f._ 

pwpbpu•p IL P"''l."'-'';,'lnr.r l:M
utnL.w~, L,;'-1' w'lwl.ul'bui.'J ,1£1'"9' IL 
-,"!lbu; J'u'lofJu tlbp wJ£.,bsn ... .,, 

/, 'l~wtLU!J" .pn ( 't.-J• -"'·-\) 'l....nr 

r.)unpf.sbr &.. ~n:_b9bp fr: fu'b~wr

~·•c.(il "L.., £_ " U"J.UIIIlUL npnc.[il-frt.., 

. "I'P'!J ub'lcu-,'ll .rn' IL Je-,fi1hp-

9,u"fb wumnuult "!1/r.,, "'""nnL.ft .. 

rw-,"'9 .pn91 um I'P "lw)£,; 

fr ~n:_m_ :tbu J"l' ~nJ.!;owu Sl;r 
)'lor £_ wtlb"bw~wi e.,UJrb,; ,_, .. • 

np untpp'f bu "I'Pn9, £_ wrJ·w

.,,,, '"I'"' ,,fL"I,,'J., fr.!iuurnnL .. 
p£1ut1p £_ f.•btruJ:,na {Jbw.!p 

'lwumnL w~b 'LI;., .pn9 P"'.,'fr9 ~wp
'lw9,c,L-,u wtL"bnc.L fo Jfrm b.. wn.

.,,L•· Cllw)£-~ 'f!IIU wn..w.,19 Uldo

filnJ IL wpwtn'!}t wpJw.,tuLnf'b/. 

/• "'wurzw"A· JwJ,,.,,w~ft ')wuw.,,l J£ ~ /r wuurfe"Aw.,ft uwr~·u

LUI'fnt.{ilbw.,.. f" .... .,nr)bw ,J,, 
)£'1.._"•-fiJ/rL.,, /un.,wp)nt.{J foL.,, £.... 

"J.UI[t~b z.mnt.[il "L .,I (l)t_/i W " UfU 
'l.:_n'lfr'l .pn unt.pp' wpJ· w.,fr 1/r

~£L fr tnnL I; b.. ft 'lfz...£rfr /unp)kL 

JWUUJnL lU~ U!Jf.,U: CJ)p~b W 'lUlU " 
'flUUJUif'~WPIU.,Inl p £"bl; £._ "9n

t/rnLp b'bl;. wpJw.,lwLnpb,; ul'l'

pn~..(il·bwJP UUf.WIIWLnf'/;L b~£

~£9L'!J .pnuf' "I'P'!Jt n'Lnl'J;,L .. 

[il£w,fp IL 'lfolnc.fil-buulp •p ... pfu

urnufo .pn1 1!-,''l npm.d -l!b'l_ .:_of' 

b.. ~ n 'I •-'!I 'f u {' p '!J 1_ UfJ b ll; •/r Ulll:f! 

frz/utu.,lnLfilfL~ b_ "f1111n"L' U!JJd 

IL Jf"l"" 



BISHOP: 0 Lord, creator of all things, the hope of 
immortality anu life of life. Before whom, 

terrified, all creatures, both visible and invisible, 
earthly and spiritual, tremhle. Who on account of Thy 
great bcunty, moved to co~passion for mankind, has sent 
Thy Only-Begotten Son to save us. And He by his love 
to man humbling himself, did take c~r flesh upon him 
th~o~gh the Holy Virgin ~ary, and did suffer deeth, that 
he rr.ight turn us again to Him. He ascended cnto heaven, 
unto Thee, 0 Father, that He might open to us the rocd 
to eternal life. And He commande~ his disciples to keep 
his corr.mandrr.ents all the days of their life; and did 
pro~ise them in due time eternal life. 

Now this Thy servant following the steps cf 
Thy Holy Apostles, has desired this order. For which we 
pray Thee, 0 beneficent and merciful God favourable to 
hear our supplicntions nnd prnyerA nnd to bl e HH th1H Thy 
servant (N.N.) whom Thou hast chosen and called to serve 
before Thy holy altar, and to teach Thy divine command
ments. Keep therr. holy in the vocation to which they are 
called, 0 lord, po~erful and almighty God. And make him 
worthy to understand wisely and intellectually the read
ing of Thy divine word and to fulfil its precepts. Keep 
him without shame and stain. that in due time he may be 
worthy to attain the Diaconate. Grant unto him gentleness, 
humility and chastity. Pour down upon him Thy lloly Spirit, 
that he may be worthy to rr.editate on the divine things 
by day and night. Preserve him frorr vain discourses and 
frorr. dissoluteness. And make him worthy to serve with 
holiness, Thy Church, through the clerr.ency and mercy of 
Thy Christ. And to Thee, 0 Father, with the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, belong glory, power and honour, now and ever. · 
Amen. 

Peace be with all. 
Let us bow down before God. 
0 lord, lover of man, who art glorified in all; 

Thou giver of all good things and accepter of prayers. 
Accept these our supplications and bless Thy servant 
(N.N.), whom Thou hast chosen for the service of Thy 
Church. Fill him with all spiritual wisdorr., and fortify 
him to live according to the order of Thy true rr.artyr! 
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C))wll. WL nrb WL JW ,1£ 'buu.,,~ Ji.up

'fiUu/;p Sl;p, mnt./rt_ pwpbw9 iL 

l"'lm'llmt ""lofCl!•.'J• l"~"~L ft . 

Uljcld '1_::,-UIII. U!JU .pn ( 'L.-1• -'1.--\ ) 

'/.nf' f!.~mp/;9/;f' " UU[UIUIULnflnL

P/IL.,I "I'P'!J b~b'l/;9' 'lJ .pn: t_o,; 
Ul,l£~wJII )m1£.nr frJi,IUmna .-

[il bwJp' nr"t/;u '- J"!J"lulw.F 

1utunnLu,~luL~.,, P"''l~"''- .pn f!'l
,Jd,.,,tnL "bu~, £. 'l_Of'U'.'In' qum f!."'n 

~"'r•i/• .f!n "A'":_J:ur~ m 1~"!1/•"11, 
Uiu'~blml JwJ£"b"!J., •/h.pb"bwt.np 

~"b"'I'P.'I Ullllnw"bu~jp• '1.._/r wpJ-•u
·,,wt.np 1/.9 /r uppm [ilbwJp fL wJ:. 

p/tm[JbwJp upmfrt. )uiUUJ"bbl UJU

In,. ·lJr,;LU., /r II LU (' ~ IU 1.. LU '1 nt p fliU., /!. U tn 

tw.r."9 .pna, '- ,'fi,,L Jm.u'!J tb
.,IUI/J., JIUL/rmb"bfa {!.,,,. UJI/II"b"!J., 

unt.t'P" .r.n, nrf.! ,. U~lfP"'.,I; )w-

7.\'ll /;'Lb., .f!£'1: b'- J£p wJ£-,,1; .. 

9n._.,,' wucnnuu~ "!Jfr"b fL unLf'P 

.,h•m[ (,_ ')•"'IILnp ),ufpnLf.~'- f!_"b

~wLb'uL 'luw, np"fl;u JW,n,_ 

"~~"!J.,/r fL ''!JJ.F 'ln<)w.,•wLml.•/rLU

II.UJLnpbuan'-p 'l..Pb'l .:...":11' ,,Jb_ 
"l.,ui~UIL' <)w.,uf/;f'J. ~b"btfW.,1LUfU1f 

'- UII[Win/r;_ llnt.pp .:...n.,.t.nt/.'1-t U!)

J·eJ" k. "i'l"'' 
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1.-- tt~,--,-,_~, '1.--h~r.,, '~-1r~rJ 

t1r~, L. 1.- =;!·i-,--'1. •ri-:-,~ 'tf-'t\·-r-r, 
J-'~-\ r·t:-i, '1.-r-· L. ... -J ~J~ .... 'I. 
'!:~~~ r-... -ri. L. t 1•n!-;'l.' L. rr'i.I}'I.-J\ 

'tt~-... "1-... -r-H, L. u:-tf-J'I. L. '!{·r• 
~c,rr- ... ~ ... r'l.' L. --~· 

Sl/u nr'fbw f J,;l, funr)-,._r'f j 
~n;_bawr .pt~~"b'L/r f •lbrffr.,, UJLUl

,,J;,"bl;"b' np JIUII. lilt b ~ff't JU:JUd 

<)bml; wrfil"bm.[ilbwJp ~u;a /r 
Ufm:._mo.,u 1.~/;,l/;,'/' ?I' IJ 'l'lmumw

BPP I• lrm.Lm fJb'IJ~ • mJ!_w/un)• 

Lhr /r )b :._mwufpn'-fil b"bl;. IL /!..'/_ 

-;,,9 .,, tUn. w!_wqpnt.[ilb ,,-,' 'lnl' 

[;, '(,'f'frumnu £tb'Lb9'-'!J frLI''lJ 

)mo tb'bu'.'l• 'l'l"!i:... thr P"''-w
,_,.,, 111 ~ b/ clu'l_m/.._p•fbut.,,., /r )w. 

'l"fl'fnLPIIL"b, IL nt_ LUII.IIIL/;[ 

~~~~.r "l'utwm (;wJw"b~,' n1..p 

'L'/,",,l',1bwtwL., ( '1'1 nr1m'-I'''!J"b ) 

Lm. ,.,,,u, Jf.' "!Jl f"bz... J£rJ..buafr· 

/, . 'ltm1,.,, Jnpm .r Lm m9b1'' w~

ol;u ,} UJ L 111 If w'b., J/uun nt fiJ £ LU.,: 

IJ'- I• t 11'r'./!"11 m [' Lnuu"bwu '1~ u1lt

ltna ub 'l"'.,_,'ll.,'• w"b'l LnLmuob u 

'1_,,/L~,u:J'b tw)'u b"h'/_69'-':J.,_,: 

ll IUU., U!JUnr/rt 9n'-91U'1tbdt nr

"fi;U '1../r 'l'f11Lln'-[iJ-£,Jp twmlll

t''' "lib u 'l'l "I'''" .pn, fL <)m7.\'ll 
,1mu•.,rofru l:mnn~..lr~J iL Sbwn."b 

,n,l''ll H}umup 'l~r/"'mnu}• n. 

rna .r "-":Jbll; •fuun..p fr;_/uw"bn .. -

fil ~L *b £_ "/UIInfL' "fJJ J• /,_ JJ.Jint 



Preserve him from all the snares of the Evil One, that 
with holiness and purity of heart he may be worthy to 
attain to the order of the Diaconate according to Thy 
Will, and to the hope of everlasting life, with all Th y 
saints, who from the be g inning have pleased Thee. And 
Wt all receiving these Thy servants with the divine, 
spiritual and holy kiss. may~ as in everythin g , so now 
give praises and glorify Thee, together with the Almi g hty 
Father and the lifegiving and deliverer Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. AlT'en. 

The Bishop now places the maniple on the left arm and 
says: 

BISHOP: Accept the maniple for the preservation of Th y 
soul. that thou mayest serve with pure hands 

in the house of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then the Bishop delivers an empty chalice with the 
Paten, and says: 

BISHOP: Take this holy chalice and be authorized to 
carry it to the holy altar of the Lord, for 

the great and precious mystery of Christ our God, to 
whom belong glory, power and honour, now and ever and 
for all ages. AlT'en. 

In the same way, he delivers the Rooks of Lections of 
the Holy Liturgy, and says: 

BISHOP: I present you with the Books of the Lections, 
and authorize You to read them in the Church 

of God, for the living and for the dead, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. AlT'en. 

Then he delivers the drapery necessary to the celebration 
of Liturgy, together with the sacerdotal vestments, and 
says: 

BISHOP: Take these holy vestments of the L i turgy, and 
be henceforth authorized to serve and to cloth 

the Priests in the administration of the mystery of Christ 
our God; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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The Bishop then admonishes the new sub-deacon as f o llows: 

BISHOP: See to what a sacrament you have been called: 
for you have heen promoted from a lower office. 

Henceforward be watchful in this ministry; be aware of 
sloth. And the shewbread which Christ has given to the 
Church as the bread of life, take heed to prep a re as 
much as is required for the communion of the people, 
neither more or less. In the vessel in which you shall 
wash the corporal linen take care not to soak any o ther 
thing, and the water you shall wash it in, shall be 
poured in the Baptismal Font; and in the basin in which 
you wash the napkin of the holy altar, there in you 
shall wash all the linen of the Church. I tell you now 
a 1 J t h I H t h :1 t yo 11 m n y f 11 1 f I 1 your n f f f c e w f t h c n n• , so 
that you may find favour before God our Lord Jesus 
Christ; to whom belong glory, power and honour, now and 
every. Amen. 
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ftUJ.UtUBt. 

PRIEST: 

Choir: 

d 

-.1 

td 

161 

Prayer of Blessing 
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have 
mercy. 
Gracious Lord, fill these thy servants with 
your love and fortify them with faith that 
they might declare your truth to all of 
humanity in the sacred melodies of your 
church. 

Enable the earthly members of your heavenly 
choirs, to continually sing you praises and 
hymns of glory in the tradition as set forth 
by our saints, martyrs and holy forebearers. 

Inspire them, 0 Christ Our God, to become 
your mighty voice on this earth today and for 
all time and for all the generations of the 
Armenian Church. May the sacred chants born 
of this Holy Church continue to instruct and 
up lift all who join together in one great 
chorus in your service. 

May these thy servants forever praise your 
name together with the Father and the Holy 
S p i r i t • Amen • 

Takavor Yergnavor 

USD GOMIDAS VARTABEDI 
(!,U.S t,nU'ItSU.U 1[.." 

-- - - ......--:::::.. 

~-··-- u•r- i:'rt-- ~. ... ·~"r ,, - t'- 'l'- 11 - ~, ..,~,- l."'r~- .,..,..: ,_ 
Ta-ka-vor yerg- na-vor ze- ge- ghe- tzi ko an- aharjh bah-- ya 
_l_ _1 - - .. - l_ 
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