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~F D.R.E. VISITS CANADIAN PARISH~ SCf!Ot'J..S 

~ 
Miss El-~se- Antr_eass.i an, the yo•IIJ9 and dyr::JaiRi..c Director of the Department 

of Religious Education$~·st~~~i~'ri&"r~~spent four fruitful days visiting 
in parishes in Toronto, St. Catharines and Niagara Falls on February 24-27. 
Each of thest0~~rishes has different needs, and her efforts were directed towards 
definin9 them and providing advice and encouragement for the Christian education 
of the youngsters of each community. 

Her first stop was St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. An all-day session was held with Super~tendents 1}/r'ce ToroS5/qf) 

{YI1-t1( fttt_cl r-e y Pc, f'rJ 1 'an 
and the teachers of the school: 

Discussion centered on ways to improve the quality and number of programs available, 
as well as attendance. A recruitment program was worked out to be pursued on a 
month-by-month basis for 9oth new students and new teachers, as well as a curriculum 

(!_on; 1
1 flj 

and program of special activities for the next-s,evepa.l months. At the general 
parish gatherinq the same evening, a9_o_od~_nu]T1ber of children and Y9)J_!lg pepple .. .., 6 ..._,~+-

. et !>f,f!~'a,f ~ Ju;ul ~ ~ n, J;gij ~ t ~ ~ be r...--~/'--7 
appeared - Ghi l dren ~ f}a-ren'ts had not eveAJm!{ act1 Vlil i r::1 the cburcb' The 
film, 11 The Growth of Our Children, 11 was shown, ~brief talk on religious 
education•t Comments by many people after the program indi~a~ . 
concern that neede~d special attention: ~th t it ~takeR a great.--efrort tG-~ 
~~~ .. fo~€~ • Mli<A·C·-,~~J 

get--5-G ma-4.¥--to atteml a is the case with any parish gatheri.~); two, ~*--
Ulere is great cel'lcerA few~~rVnF'=*-~~xfliaries; and three,
frustration over the lack of full~participation in church life, especially 
youth. The gracious host and pastor, the Very Rev. Fr. Kegham Zakarian, concurred 
with these concerns. 

On the positive side, St. Catharines is a well-established parish, and there 
is great interest in the religoius education aspect as well as an active parish 
lif_e.~~ difficulties ~it ~~t can arise in any parish family 
-~~ be allevipted by a commitment on the part of the Armenian community to make 
~heir c~ to God and to the church their number one priority, with all -aspects of life flowing@ from that point. I-nQ~.?::4, 1he film was very well 

• 
received - one comment * 11 It • s ni.ce to know that there is a professionally done 
film about our church and our r~n. 11 The~ that followed the filmo-p-Pevel<ed 

~~tAa:r~ 
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!Atfkt ~erqefl'Q.,/~~ 
much entl:ll:l&i as-tie di se~:~ssi on. -As one observer pointed out: 11 \~e have got to 

get back to Christianity and make it the center of our lives as Armenians. 11 

The next stop was St. Sarkis Armenian Church on the New York side of Niagara 
Falls. Here is an example of a small church with an outstanding Sunday School. 
The two teachers - the mother and daughter team of Alifee and Ani ~oian -
attended last summer•s Mardigian Institute, sponsored by Mr~~~Mrs. Edward 

Mardig~, and held at Dioce~~d~etr~~rk. '.US~the impetus 
provid~ by that training7 they invested the new year•s classes with creativity, 
imagination and hard work. Their regular students are getting an extraordinary 
Christian-Armenian education. The D.R.E. film 11 The Growth of Our Children 11 was 
shown to the small group of parishioners, ~he highlight of the visit was meeting 
with the teachers and seeing their fine work. Unfortunatel~ as is the case of 
some parishes, there are Armenian families in the vicinity that remain 
in the Church. Arsen Avdoia~~eParish Council Chairman, !;;~~~~~~~~~ 
long hours it takes to bring 11 unchurched 11 into the community. Deacon M chael 
Ohanesian, the youthful and dedicated Visiting Deacon of t~:~ish, lives in 
Detroit but regularly commutes to the church~ ~~tlr~~ flock. His 
efforts, among others, includ~a~~e.f a learning center for children and 

adults. 'J ~· . l4M~~~~ 
_bv~, s r is has a great potential in that there is .. "'Sf.-.r_c;,•••ttm-ty-<>f~~ 
1 ~s-~y u .- - in the area. As Mr. Avdoi an says, 11 The Armenian 

Church is such a necessary part of any Armenian•s life that it breaks my heart to 
see so many people uninvolved, people whose lives could be so much more ¥aStly 

rewarding if they waul d just reach out and be~ome · nvo lved. 11 The other great assets~~ 
fA.t l+vd f) ; t:r M t ra..tJh 

are the vitality and commitment of Deacon Mic ael. w~~~ e 
f~ ~1 pe~ ~D"d for Go~ could ~ake -~ difference in ~:_JJxes of 
fng~os\t:Y',,_enetgy a~Mvotiot:v6f the A\ldo-tan fbtfy. 

The third stop was~ the Holy Trinity Armenian C urch in Toronto, where the J 
dediti:ation and love of the teachers :.?~ · ~·to Miss Antreassi(". ,;t:;.. ~ • 
Unfortunately, parental apathy ~r~li~ie~g:~is a problem~There 
are many families involved in~ cultural and social activities, but not JTWIJTVI§d 

with the church itself. OR- the day Mi 55 Antreassi an visited the Sclioe-l, ther~ 

wer~ countless children in the vestibule who were not members of the Sunday SchQ~· 
~~ir ~ami 1 i es_had __ ~-t-h-ts-SU!lday onT}"oecauseOfa sp~~ial-pari~hassemel~_. 
Otherwise~- they . .and thei r··chil dren are not at the church on Sundays. Because o.f) 
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tt,~tJ/ 4 ¥:~) 
~ the Sunday School is considering a step which the D.R.E. heartily approves: 

using a bus to bring children and young people to ch=. ~l~~s~ ~dea 
has been discouraged on the grounds that the church is for fattt:l ~'However, 

:~~~~~~~~~ect of losing a new generation because of their parents' lack of 
~~c~o~eginning to think in terms of providing transportation. 

~e»"~.o-n.ge-st poiRts of this parish's Sunday School are the great dedication 
of the -teaeh~l ~ Superintendents Kaspar Yard~ian and Alis Kuyumjian,~n~ 
the many children whose parents are already active parish members and-have only 

~r~~l1Je the~portance of religious education in the children's lives. 
~ ~~b~ng parish of the Armenian Church of North York in Toronto provide 

the exciting opportunity of launching a brand-new Sunday School. Fivev eachers 
and Acting Superintendent Luiz Kassabia~ assembled iML me1 .to discuss D.R.E. 

~ 
materials, school procedure, an~uling. After the meeting ~a special and 
lavish Vartanantzreprogra~ief presentation w9s made on religious ~ducation.~ 

r)ee.ff' IAl ru hu.L ~ t?/ ~ W"tH.../ 
The parish is in ent on being a~ church~~and ~are genuinely interested 
in seeing ~~ Sunday School tf:e~(:)~hCo~~ Onnig Torossian 
has worked~{long with his Coun~il and the entire community to originate 
11 0ne beautiful church family- not ~a social and cultural club- but a church. 11 

-1k; 


