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DIRECTSR2OF D.R.E. VISITS CANADIAN PARISHES SCHOOLS
The

Miss Elise Antreassi a ic Director of the Department
of Religious Education}E#S%ﬁ%nﬁ;mgﬁgg%'EﬁE?Zﬁ?k%pent four fruitful days visiting
in parishes in Toronto, St. Catharines and Niagara Falls on February 24-27.
Each of thesgoBgrishes has different needs, and her efforts were directed towards
definina them and providing advice and encouragement for the Christian education
of the youngsters of each community.
Her first stop was St. Gregory the ITTuminator Armenian Church in St.
Catharines, Ontario. An all-day session was held with Super?tendents ﬂ//'ce 72ro$$iqr)

and /%m’r\ey Faroian

and the teachers of the school:

Discussion centered on ways to improve the quality and number of programs available,
as well as attendance. A recruitment program was worked out to be pursued on a
month-by-month basis for both new students and new teachers, as well as a curriculum

m
and program of special activities for the nextwsaxggaJ months. At the general

arish gathering the same evening, a good number of childrep and young pe 1
p g a_spg i 9 g fﬂ J\ Y a gp gP
appeared -

film, "The Growth of Our Ch11dren," was shown, Fai&dﬁ3%25§L§ brief talk on re11g1ous
educationu Comments by many people after the program indicated several areas of

qgnfern that needed special attent1on ,.that 1t takeﬂ—a~g¥eat-ef ort-t
get“se« y-to.- attend 2 ? s the case w1th any par1sh ga%heéln95~ two, t‘;:i%;::7“a’

par1sh ux111ar1es, and three,
frustration over the lack of fu]]“%ﬁﬁﬁjgfgy\'art1c1pat1on in church Tife, especially
youth. The gracious host and Pastor, the Very Rev. Fr. Kegham Zakarian, concurred
with these concerns.

On the positive side, St. Catharines is a well-established parish, and there
is great interest in the religoius education aspect as well as an active parish
life. The A®dkrmal difficulties tka%—itq;:?&?%ﬁét can arise in any parish family
-kgé; be a11ev1ated by a commitment on the part of the Armenian community to make
*heir cg$$$€ZZ$E‘to God and to the church their number one priority, with all
aspects of Tife flowing e from that point. rnggggg—ﬁﬁé film was very well
received - one comment &.5 "It's nice to know that there is a professionally done
film about our church and our n@&?%?%h." The €8k that followed the—=fitm—preovoked
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tastie—di i s one observer pointed out: "We have got to

get back to Christianity and make it the center of our lives as Armenians."

The next stop was St. Sarkis Armenian Church on the New York side of Niagara
Falls. Here is an example of a small church with an outstanding Sunday School.
The two teachers - the mother and daughter team of Aligce and Ani AXﬁoian -
attended last summer's Mardigian Institute, sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Mardigiip, and held at Pigsﬁiﬂlgfgggigzgsrsziz_Neg.Ygrk. ﬁﬁggggthe 1mpetu? .
providi+ng by that training, they invested the new year's classes with creativity,
imagination and hard work. Their regular students are getting an extraordinary
Christian-Armenian education. The D.R.E. film "The Growth of Our Children" was
shown to the small group of parishioners, a¥d the highlight of the visit was meeting
with the teachers and seeing their fine work. Unfortunately, as is the case of
some parishes, there are Armenian families in the vicinity that remain uninvolved

in the Church. Arsen Avdoiap, Parish Council Chairman, s the | jor
long hours it takes to bring "unchurched" into the community. Deacon Michael’

Ohanesian, the youthful and dedicated Visiting Deacon of the parish, lives in
Detroit but regularly commutes to the church %8l3§$2$€§EZEfZ§§%Le_£1gek7 His

a
efforts, among others, 1nc1udq‘thef reaties ef a learning center for children and

-~

adults. Lo A o’
. | axe datenda e < B
f 2;. ark §_has a great potential in that there is communtty—of
J é%ﬂﬁeﬁiiy umeerfribhae-—ATEERTTRS in the area. As Mr. Avdoian says, "The Armenian
Church is such a necessary part of any Armenian's 1ife that it breaks my heart to

see so many people uninvolved, people whose lives could be so much more wastly

rewarding if they would just reach out and become jnvolved." The other great assets“iﬂ/
g Y J The BVdniaM ﬁ'/'%(% g Fl—;&?

7
are the vitality and commitment of Deacon Michael,’ whese-vision, compassion—and—tayé
W\?ﬁgnﬂ' for God could make a difference in the UVW
neeros\

, enérgy aud devotion-of the Avdoian family.

The third stop was ® the Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Toronto, where the ;)

s V‘;}zhr. JAUAT ; . .

dedication and love of the teachers wa¢ a Heation 4 S0 qut?Jb
eoplointty AL - . o9

Unfortunately, parental apathy as-far as #fadzdde, 1S @ Problem g, There

are many families involved in aizth cultural and social activities, but not iFverRd

with the church itself. Onr-the day Miss-

were- countless children in the vestibule who were not members of the Sunday Schoolt” -

K\Ihgjg_famﬂig_s_ had come-er-this Sunday only because of a special parisﬁﬁggéémblgg

Otherwise, they and their-—children are not at the church on Sundays.;“Because;aﬁj
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tiis, the Sunday School is considering a step which the D.R.E. heartily approves:
using a bus to bring children and young people to church n the ast, this idea
has been discouraged on the grounds that the church is for‘ f mr,
at the prospect of Tosing a new generation because of their parents' lack of
Moo]s are beginning to think in terms of providing transportation.

.Ihe’\/sﬁpg?ngestﬁeé-n%s of this parish's Sunday School are the great dedication
of the-teaehers—and Superintendents Kaspar Yardsfm‘an and Alis Kuyumjian,@éznd 4
the many children whose parents are already active parish members and-have onty—
g%_(r alize thea}mportance of religious education in the children's lives.

e budding parish of the Armenian Church of North York in Toronto provide

the exciting opportunity of Taunching a brand-new Sunday School. Five {%ﬁﬁg’éj/
and Acting Superintendent Luiz Kassabian \@e—assemMed oe=met to discuss D.R.E.
materials, school procedure, and scheduling. After the meeting a“gda special and
Tavish Vartanﬂe{mt; progran, a brief presentatmn w;a;’bumade on rehgwducatwn #‘
The parish is 1&ent on being a tEze church%and are genuinely interested
in seeing t Sunday School m arish Cmm Onnig Torossian
has workedmonq with his Councﬂ and the entire community to originate
"one beautiful church family - not eﬂ%’a social and cultural club - but a church."”
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