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Dr. A. t:(.,·Ltrudiun 
1290 ~r.v 36t.::.~. stre•Jt 
:.'lia.'lll, I' la 

February 2o, 1948 

.After a vcr.:: :.tPPPJ' r:nd gr!;i.tifyi1::.;_: wt'e~ a;,::on;~ the Ar>ao:c-..~-ar.. 
COnLunltj ir: Mia.w.i, a WGEU! V~~td.Cu I ds.r·e::~u.;r WH::.i Vo....I'.; f':r•..J.itful 
in eve1y respect~ I wish to the..n.r:. you and ull t.a.e .rueuwors of 
t.~e rccevliion com.,J.tteo, esptH.:ially lilt·. ;,oo.;~jlan, Mr. Kulhan
j iar.i., !ilr. Corragan, l\r. Hovsepian, Mr. :;;;:,hoy an, Mr. Cl1ur1tj ian, 
Mr. Da.lkl:ur:d .. an, and .:.ueny otr1t•rs, sue ... ..:..s .;o;Jr :Cat~wr, z~rrs 
t:oura.Jia.-.. , .;:r. C!.~.akru:·ian,. and evt;;r.;:Oij.t~ e~ae for the wonderful 
wor.i.-t whic;.J. your C<H.1.L1 t teo had done n<Jt o.uli for Oi.ll' cor:if'ort, 
but alsc for t ... m cf"feet.,vene..>c.-: ca' our 1111ss.ton. ~ua tiwe atK~ 
energ,;,; Wili.ch ;~on and the membt~rs of tno CO£!j. .. 1ttee [;[tVa to 
arr·w1e::u o;;.r vL::>i t, are wort.i.q o.f the u..igllos t a.pprecia~:. .... on. 

I HOpe and prH~ that tu.e wor4 so auspicivusl.l and entnusi
a:::.tica.lly occ;un will be carried 0~1 witll zt:ttl and aevotion by 
ev: ryo!.e iH tbo A··· mentan COH.tW.Wtit!f L: J.,cia:.oi, ~· it.1 the iWlp unci 
en:.cou.r~o~1<.mt of t~ ... e leauin,:~ LluiiWur;;; vi' t".;.u Aiwunlans ln Miami. 

1 bill .;.at._t>P.Y 1' ox· ,.-.a:ll ir;g W.Ll.J.e :;;Q w.~H., ::·r loH<...t~ ou the occusl.o.n 
O.I..' my visit, u.r~u again I expr-ess my tnBJ:J.,(S MJJ~r· the generous 
... .telp wi1lch I :ruceived, toc.;;;t~ ... er wi~.o.J. F'&tiler 'roi'•{O:H l'roui ot.tr 
people of lJ.1aw.i. 

\'lith w.y Yw.r •.• grutJt.:..:::J.gs, pi•a.,~tJrs and bless.i..n.gs 
yours 

Tirt.n I3isnop 

I 
~~~~~~----~----~--~--~~~~~~~--~ 



Mr. Jack Hagopian 
Ch.afrman. Parfsh Counctl 

September 12, 

St. John the Baptist Araenfan Church 
1920 N.W. 129 Terrace 
Mfamt. Florida 33054 

Dear Mr. Hagepian: 

We have rec 1 
At the preseat t1 
the cho1c~--

an Office coa
of JerGsala in• 

ordained 

alaydjian's answer. 
conteaplating to 111ke 

our parish in 1aa1 we a'r-e hopeful that fa 
we shall 11atertalfze the possfbi
a par1 sh prf est. 

ct the meMbers of ttte Pa rf sb Counc 11 , 
e Sod d111gently ita His Holy Church,. 

With blessings. 

ARCHBI.SHOP TOIKOM MANOOGIAN 
Primate 

-t·· 



Mr. Jack Hagopian 
Chairman of Parish Council 

October 18, 1968 

St. John the Baptist Araenian Church 
1920 N.W. 129 Terrace 
Miami, Florida 33054 

Dear Mr. Hagopian: 

We have what we feel ts an ideal solution for the 
needs of your Parish. We are planning the appointment of 
Rev. Papken Maksoudfat currently the pastor of the Holy 
Trinity Church ta Caabr1dge, Mass •• as pastor of the St. 
John the Baptist Church of Mtaat. 

Rev. Maksoudfan ts one of our outstanding clergymen 
who has served the Boston parish for 17 years. fa the 
course of which a great new church was built. He ts highly 
regarded, but for soae t1•e has expressed the wish for a 
change. principally for reasoas of clt•ate. 

Hts ts one of our lartest parishes, aad we feel he w111 
be even eore effective in the relatively s•aller M1a•1 com
munity. 

Wfth regard to stipend and other constderatfons, ft 
would be most appropriate that he be remunerated at the rate 
of $140-150 a week, with which he would atata1n biaself 
completely. The Parish Council weuld also take care of his 
socfal security (approxf•at•ly $480 a year)aad half of hfs 
clergy insurance ($320). Finally so•e arraage•ent should be 
ude about a car, wtttt the Parish Couactl either providing · 
the car and Father Papken undertaking tbe other expeases, or 
Father Papken providing his own car wfth the Parish Council 
undertaking the insurance and repairs. 

Arrangements on tbfs basts w111, we feel sure. best serve 
our Nfaaf church, and thts appotntaent can be aade effective 
with the first of the year. 

Prayerfully, 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 



Mr. Jack Hagopian 
Chatrun of Parish Council 
St. John the Baptist Church 
1920 N.V. 129 Terrace 
Mfa111, Florida 1Jt5a 

Dear Mr. Hagopian: 

Move•ber 21, 1968 

Ve regret wery •ucb that t•• teatatfve arraage•eats 
fnitfated for provfdtnt your parish wftb a per•aaent 
priest had no pos1tfve results. Rev. Papkea Maksovdiaa · 
is not available for service elsewhere, aed wfll conttaue 
tn his present parish. 

However, we do have an application from Rev. Kourten 
Koudoulfan fro• Ytsalfa, Calffornfa, in the Western Diocese. 
Because Rev. Ko•doulian does beloat to aaother Oi~cese, cer
tain procedures •ust be followed. 

First, your parish should co..untcate with bt•• without 
•eking a final ~ttaent. If agree•ent is reached on coa
d1t1ons of service, Rev. Kcuadoultaa •ust apply to his Prtaate 
requesting release fro• the Diocese. Once this fs sec•red, 
he wfll apply to our Diocese for adafssfoa; aed only after 
this procedure •ay we appoint hf• to your par1sb. 

The enclosed letter details Rev. Koudeu11an•s record 
of service aad qua11ftcat1ons. 

We would ltke to know your pleas in this regard at 
your earliest opportunity. 

Prayerfully. 

ARCHBISHOP TORION MAI0061AN 
Prf•ate 



U · SIN.l.U. \.\.tU lfllr'SI'I9 
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!,mJ.}lL ~ 
0 

1,luuu[ueu 371- 4484 

The Most Rev. Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the Armenian 
Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

120 N. E. 16TH STREET 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Rector ~ • 

Tel. 371- 4484 

November 22, 1968 

After careful consideration the Parish Council had a special 
called meeting, unanimously decidng to accept Rev. Papken Maksoudian 
as you have recommended. 

Although his conditions are somewhat steep,we have fully agreed 
to his terms and we are in hopes that he will be able to unite our 
community and thereby making our Parish spiritually and financially 
rich. With this hope we will put our faith in God and Rev. 
~aksoudian and I am sure our future will and should be brightened. 

JH:lp 

Very truly yours, 

w."~~~ ~ 
H. Hagopian 

Chairman 
Parish Council 

~ 1-L~M~~: ... 
Secretary ' -.. '""'ufvo--...,_ 

~ 
Treasurer 



~·~~ ar~b~~u~n~nu ~a~n~~ba~ 

11.&•! ..... 

Mr. Jack Hagopian· 
Chairman, Parish Council: 
St. John Armenian Church 
1501 N.E. 1st Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mr. Hagopian: 

~iotett nf tqe ~rm.euiau Gl~ure~ 
of ~mtrita 

110 IICOND AVENUE. N[W YORK. N.Y. 10011 • IIU•IAY HILL M710 

June 18, 1970 

Deacon D. Basralian called me about a planned wedding between 
an Armenian young man and Puerto Rican girl. We were to inform 
Mr. Basralian about permission for a Catholic priest who is a 
relative of the girl to perform the wedding ceremony in our 
Church, since at present we do not have an Armenian priest in the 
Parish. 

We could not call Mr. Basralian, and in a few hours we have to 
leave for Washington, D. C. to attend the General Board Meeting of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Considering the circumstances, we may permit a Roman Catholic 
or any Orthodox Church priest to perform the wedding ceremony in 
the Armenian Church on the following conditions: 

1. The priest should use the English translation and the 
ceremony of the Armenian Church. 

2. The priest, with the assistance of an Armenian deacon, 
sbould study the Armenian Church wedding ceremony, follow the 
instructions, the rubrics printed in the wedding book, and agree to 
perform a wedding according to the practices of the Armenian Church. 
He can , w i t h the as s i s t an c e of the de a con , de c i de on pass ages that 
can be eliminated. 

3. Marriage certificate of the Armenian Church should be 
completed and given to the couple. 

Prayerfully, 

~.-r.-/(.(~,--~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Mr. Ronald Gilbert 
Strauss and McCormick 
Suite 1104 Concord Building 
66 West Flagler Street 
Miami, Florffa 33130 

Dear Mr. Gilbert: 

July 21, 1970 

This is to adttse you that the Diocesan Council (Board of 
Directors) of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, a 
New York religious corporation, at a meeting duly held on the 
17th day of July, 1970, approved the Certificate of Re-Incorpora
tion of St. John The Baptist Armenian Apostolic Church. 

jp 

Sincerely yours, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

Primate and President, 
Diocesan Council 



December 16, 1970 

Mr. Jack Hagopian 
St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Miami, Plorida 331S2 

Dear Mr. Hagopian: 

We are pleased to inform you that His Beatitude, Archbishop 
Shnork Kaloustian, Armenian Patriarch of Turkey, will be visit
ing in Miami for a few days in January. He will arrive from 
Toronto on January 7. 

We suggest that your Church invite His Beatitude to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, January 17, after which 
it would be most appropriate, we feel, to sponsor a banquet in 
his honor in the Church Hall. The Patriarch is most anxious to 
speak to as many of your community members as possible on the 
work of the Patriarchate and the needs that exist, particularly 
with respect to our people in the interior provinces of Turkey. 
He has a film which depicts the matters he will speak of. He 
hopes, of course, to raise funds to support the Patriarchate's 
work. 

We hope you will do all you can to create the best possible 
reception for His Beatitude. 

Tho Patriarch will arrive on Air Canada 1616 leaving 
Toronto at 2:25 p.m. on January 7, arriving in Miami at 5:20 p.m. 
We would appreciate it if he could be met at the airport. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

P.S. A Super 8MM projector will be required to show the 
Patriarch's film. 



August 31 ~ 1971 

Mr. Samuel Tahmizian 
Vice Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. John The ~aptist Armenian 
Apostolic Church 
120 N. E. 16th Street 
Miami, Plordia 33132 

Dear Mr. Tahmi%ian: 

TI1ere apparently is some confusion concerning our correspondence 
to your parish. As a rule) we address our lettt.trs to the pastor 
of the church who is also President of the Parish Council. All 
such letters are official, not personal. They are directed to 
and are the property of the Church when addressed to the pastor 
as President. This applies to our correspondence with Fath.er 
dmaya.k Intoyan. 

On Au!:ust 15th, 'Father Hmayak travelled to Miami as pastoT to 
celebrate the Divine Li tur!~Y, this vas done with our knowledge. 
The expenses incurred durinr:t his trip were $141.69, all of which 
should he reimbursed. to Father 'imayak. 

;,,'e have been inforaed that Pather Hmaya.k has conferred with Mr. 
James f'ilafian who has reconsidered and withdrawn his resignatioa, 
and will continue as Chairman of the Parish Council. Father 
Hmayak himself will return to Miaai on October 1st and will per
fora the badarak regularly from October 3rd uatil next summer. 

With Father Hmayak•s set"Vice as pastor and with the cooperation 
of tile ilarish Counci 1 and church organizations, this will surely 
enable our church to continue and develop its sacred mission in 
the ~4ianai coauni t}'. 

Prayerfully, 

Arcttbishop 'forkoru ManoogLm 
Primate 

cc ~ Verv Reverend Hmavak Intovan 



Very Reverend iimayak lntoy~n 
l\ermeuy TolieTs 
Troy. Now Yorl~ 12180 

1.i th reference to our earlier arraa~erneats ~ ve will exvect you 
to be in Miami on October 1st in order tbat you ~ay be fit'e)HU."ed 
to celebrate tho Divine Litur~y on October 3rd. ~e are very 
nleased that you will roNain in )l(iaai until May of 1?72. Tile 
parish.~ as do all our parishes .. needs the re~ul.ar attention o.f 
a pastor. 

?~le havf\ written to Mr • .Tames !'ilafian and to Mr. Saauel Taludzian 
and have enclosed copies of these letters. 

Hay the tord blees your efforts and the efforts of the Miami 
church leaders. 

Prayerfully. 

Arc!}hisilort Torkom Maa.oogian 
PritHlta · 

(enclosure) 

cc: ~1r. Jarues Pilafian 
Mr. S:nmel Talurd zian 



• 

~r. Jaaes Pilafian 
..Chainnan of the f'arish Counci 1 

i/ St. Sohn The H:a.ptist A:rmenian 
Apostolic Church 
120 N. E. 16th Street 
Miaai, Flordia 3313Z 

Dear Mr. Filafiaa: 

August ll, 1971 

r.re wore very pleased to learn that you have recoDsidered 
and withdrawn your resi~:tn.ation. Your continued seniee as' 
Chairman of the Miami Parish Council is most valuable to 
our church, particularly at this tiae. 

'il!'ith Father Hmayak returning on October 1st for re.;ular 
service as the pastor of our parish in Miami and with you 
acceptin;T the position of t;huirma.n of the t~arish Council, 
we are extremely optimistic coacerniag the life of our 
c:om"Uuni ty there. 

~~ay the Lord bless your efforts. 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom HanoGRian 
f'ril!late 

cc: Very Reverend Hmayag !ntoyan 
Mr. Saauol Tah~izian 



Mr. Jack li. tiaaopiaa 
1920 N. w. 129ta Terrace 
M1aa1, Florida 

Hay 31 1 1972 

We have received the :&aalia&a latter eiaaed by you 
aad the accoapaayiaa t•a•• vaich vera writtea oa April lOt& 
aa:ul aailed 1a lU.aai •• May lltb. Taeae arrived. ia our 
Office oa K&J lSth, 1972. 

You have iacieateil that copiee of the eaae aava baea 
seat to taa Pariah Couacil of tae St. Joha The Baptiat 
Araeaiaa Charch ia M1aa1. 

We bave 41recta4 the Pariah Priaet, tae Very &••· 
Baayak Iatoyaa aad tba Pariah Coaacil to 1av1te you to a 
aaetiaa aacl iafora .. abaat your aatual uadaretaadiaa. 

Prayerftally, 

Arcabisbop Torkoa Haaooaiaa 
Priaata 



Dr. Berj Harabedian 
Chairman of Parish Council 
Holy Ascension Araenian Church 
1241 Barnua Avenue 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06610 

Dear Dr. Harabedian: 

August 23, 1172 

We wish to iafora you that father Guregh Kalfayan has 
been appointed as the ne* pastor of the St. John the Baptist 
Armenian Church in Mlaa~ He will begla bls new pastorate 
with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy on October 8th, 
concluding his service in Bridgeport with the Diviae Liturgy 
on October 1st. 

In addition, we have asked father Guregh to visit Mia•i 
for the Septeaber 17 Liturgy, at which tiae be will aate ar
ranaoaents for suitable lodgings for his subsequent aove. 

We will be ia touch with you agaia as soon as we have 
any proposals for the assignaent of a aew priest. 

It would be aost suitable if soae public fuaction could 
be given as a farewell for Pather Guregh, in recognition of 
bis service to your parish. 

ATM/ec 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkoa Manoogian 
Priaate 



Tb.e aevereaci Guregh lalfayaa 
Pastor 
Presideat of Parish Council 
Uoly Asc.easion A.raeaiaa Church 
1%41 laraua Aveaue 
Bridgeport. Ceaaecticut 06610 

Dear father Guregh: 

We are pleased to a~oiat you Pastor of the St. Joha the Baptist 
Araeaiaa Church of Mlaal. as per our earlier coaversatioas. 

You will assuae your aew pastorate with the celebratioa ef tbe 
Oiviae Liturgy ora October a. Your fiaal Liturgy ia 81!i4aeport will be 
oa October 1. 

We have notified the Mia•i Parish Couacil that you will visit 
there anu celebrate the Divino ~iturgy at St. Joha tho laptlst Church 
oa Sept•aber 17; ia the course of wbica visit. it is our hope that you 
will be able to iocat• appropriate locigiags for yovr subsequent sove. 

The Parish Couacil of St. JohJa tile iaptist will assuae the fol
lowiag respoasibillties: 

1. Tl\e Parish Ccnaaci 1 wi 11 pay t!\e pastor &D aaaual st1pea4 
of $8580 ($16S a week}. 

2. The Parish Couacil will pay half of tne pastor's clergy 
iasuraace pre•iuas. 

3. The Parish Covacil will pay the costs of relocation fro• 
Bridgeport to ~iaai. 

4. The Parish Council will give regular consideration to 
aaaval iaereases ia the pastor's stipea4. 

ATM/ec 

Archbishop Tortoa MaBoogiaa 
Priaate 



I 

The Very Reverend H•ayak lntoyan 
Pastor 

Avgust 24, 1972 

Presideut of Parisb Council 
vfst. Joan the Baptist Araeaiaa Charch 

120 N. E. 16 Street 
~iaal, Plorida Slll% 

In accorcaace witb our discussions, we are 
pleased to appoint Patner Gure&b lalfayan as Pastor 
of the St. Joha the Baptist Araeaiaa Ch•rcb o! 
Mia•i. Father Guroch is currently serviag as 
Pastol' of i:ioly Ascensioa A:raeaiaa Church .in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

Father 9ureg~ will visit yo•r paris~ aa4 
celebrate tl1e Divine Litur1r oa Sept.eaber 17. Ia 
the eour~~ of this visit, we hope it will be pos· 
sible for bta to locate lodgiaas for ais subse,tuent 
IIOYO. 

We bave diroctod that he will celebrate his 
final Uiviae l.ituriY in Holy Asceastoa Araeaian 
CAureh on October 1. and ••ala oa a peruaaent basis 
in Miami with tbe Liturgy oa october a. 1972. 

It wou14 be ••st appropriate if the new pastor 
could be iat~odu~ed to your parlsb in •••• public 
aaaner follewiag services on Septeaber 17 or October 
a. Also. aecessary public aanouaceaents should be ..... 

(cofttinued) 



August 8, 1979 

The Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor, St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miam1i, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

The Diocesan Council in its meeting of July 13, 1979, approved 
the decision of the parish assembly convened on June 3, 1979, whereby 
it gave "authority to the parish council to fo~ a new Building Com
mittee and to bui 1 d a new church on the present property of the church. n 

We confirm the nomination of the fourteen names who are to serve 
as the Church Building Committee. 

May God send His blessings and gu14ance to all of you in your 
efforts to serve Him in His Holy Church. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



August 28, 1979 

The Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor and President 
St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

On Thursday, August 30, 1979, our Vicar General, 
The Very Reverend Father Houssig Bagdasian, will be 
arriving in Miami and will stay until saturday. 

Father Houssig has been instructed to meet with 
you and .Mr. Sarkis Manoogian and if need be with the 
members of the Parish Council. He is on a fact finding 
mission on behalf of the Diocesan Council and will make 
a report concerning the problems in our Miami parish. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Mr. leo Sarkisian 
13433 103 Terrace North 
largo, Florida 33AO•· 

Dear Mr. Sarkisian 

November 19, 1979 

We write to express to you our deepest personal gratitude and 
that of· all the members of the One World Festival Committee for your 
outstanding generosity in donating a Nova car for our raffle, which 
was won by Mr. John George. The proceeds of the raffle contributed 
magnificently to the succcess of the seventh annual One World Festival, 
whfch fs both a crucial fund-rafsfng undertaking for our Diocese and 
an important cultural event for the Armenian COII'RUflf ty and New York 
City as a· whole. Your part fn making the Festival work is profoundly 
appreciated as the expression of the devotion of a true son of the 
Annen fan Church to the 11 fe of our people. 

We pray on this Thanksgiving that the lord send you Hts bounteous 
blessing, and that He keep you and your famfly 1n good health, long 
li fe, peace and joy~ 

Prayerfully, 

Arehbfshop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



u ~. s ntl~ll" 1..1;: u trl.J r s r 2 
ST. JOHN THE 
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Mr. Frank Avakian Stoneson, Executive Director 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Stoneson: 

CHURCH 

December 13, 1983 

I have received your letter dated November 30, 1983 and on behalf of the 
Parish Council of St. John the Baptist Armenian Church, it is with great plea
sure to inform you that we are sincerely ready to serve as host parish for the 
South and Southwest area pari shes at the regi1ona 1 meeting scheduled to take 
place here in Miami on Saturday, February 25, 1984. 

We would appreciate receiving from you all the necessary information as to 
what steps should be taken next to begin the preparations for this meeting. 

We look forward to hearing from you soon concerning this matter and ask that 
God•s continued blessings guide you and your loved ones during this holiday season. 

Si n;e_:e ly: ~ _ .----

::;;: k~~-;:. I:N<ct~ 
Rev. Fr .• erenig Kondralian, 

Pastor 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLO TEL(305)371~ 



January 12, 1984 

The Reverend Father Terenig Kondralian 
Pastor, St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Terenigs 

With reference to your letter dated December 13, 1983, this is to 
inform you that the itinerary of the visit to Miami and Fort Lauderdale 
parishes of His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian during the month 
of February 1984, is changed as followsl 

His Eminence will arrive in Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, February 
18, 1984 at 3:52 p.m. on Delta flight 1059. 

He will leave for Ocala, f."lorida, on Wednesday, February 22nd 
on Air Florida flight 820 at 1:30 p.m. and after taking a connecting 
flight in Tampa at 2:40 p.m. on Air Florida flight 386, will reach 
Ocala at 3:55 p.m. 

He will return to Miami on F'riday, February 24th. He will leave 
Ocala at 7:55 a.m. on Air Florida flight 391 and will arrive in Miami 
at 9:15 a.m. 

The Regional Meeting will be held on Saturday, February 25th at 
the St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of Miami, Florida. 

His Eminence will return to New York City en Monday, February 
27th on Pan Am flight 240 leaving Mia~i at 9:20 a.m. and arriving 
La Guardia at 12:02 p.m. 

Kindly meet His Eminence and make the necessary arrangements 
for his accommodation. 

Yours sincerely, 



Uf\. S O'l~U\.\.~U lfl.JP SJ12 

ST. JOHN THE 
SU\.bUSB Url-U~blUI.JU\. bl.JbttbBJl 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Srpazan Hayr, 

·--~ -.... ........... CHURCH 

February 7, 1984 

This letter is in regard to your Grace•s upcoming visit to our parish on 
the weekend of February 24-26, 1984. During our last parish council meeting, 
we discussed all the details of the activities for the weekend. 

The following is the time schedule: 
1. Friday, February 24, 1984--,.,. j 10:00 A.M. Primate•s arrival at airport 

'" ,~, , ·· 11:00 A.M. Meet with Primate to discuss details of weekend 
ijlcf 1 ,(~,\, •.•. , 6:00P.M. Dinner reception at Pastor•s house to greet Primate 

;,.,.; with all parish executive committee members 
' 2. Saturday, February 25, 1984--

10:30 A.M. Regional meeting with Florida, Tennessee, and Texas 
area parishes at St. John Baptist church hall 

12:30 P.M. Short recess and luncheon at church hall 
1:30 P.M. Resume regional meeting 
6:30 P.M. Ordination of acolytes, stole bearers, and sub-deacons 

to take place at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
8:00 ~.M. Dinner reception at St. John Baptist Parish hall 

3. Sunday, February 26, 1984--
12:30 P.M. Divine Liturgy Service celebrated by Primate 
3:30 P.M. Reception with refreshments for the Primate 
5:00 P.M. 20th Anniversary banquet on the occasion of Archbishop 

Torkom Manoogian•s ordination to the order of bishop .. 
q Mr. Manoog Kulhanjian has been appointed by pari~h 

council to be chairman and M.C. of banquet. -.-----· 

If there are any questions or suggestions on the above schedule, your 
Grace is most welcome to contact me. 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, R.OAIDA 33132 TEL(305)371-4484 



February 29, 1984 

The Revar•end father Ter"enig Kondr"alian 
Pastor", St. John The Baptist Armenian Chur"ch 
120 ijor"th East 16th Street 
Nia'11i, Flot'lda 33132 

Dear" Father Teren1g: 

The commemoration or' the 20th anniversary of our" primacy through
out the Diocese has been an unfor"gettable ser"ies of events marking 
this personal milestone. It has been further gPaced by your particip
ation in arr"anging the testimonial banquet in Miami, Florida, on Sunday 
FebPuary 26, 1984. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you and express 
our appreciation for all your efforts in making this event a memor"able 
occa."lion. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always. 

Prayerfully, 

ArChbishop Torlcom Manoogian 
Primate 



Uf\. S ntl~U\\I;U Jf'Jl' SJl2 

ST. JOHN THE 
SU\1JUS8 llfl.tl~blUllU\ bllb~bBJl 

CHURCH 

May 22, 1984 

Mrs •. Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to The Primate 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mrs •. Terzibashian: 

Per to your request please find the names, address~s and the 
telephone numbers of the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of our 
parish council. 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian, Chairman 
520 West 53rd Terrace 
Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 821-7317 

Mrs. Seta Baldadian, Secretary 
4700 Grant Street 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 
Tel. (305) 987-0219 

Mrs. Zabelle Kay, Treasurer 
1450 16th Street 
Miami Beach, Florida 33139 
Tel. (305) 672-5425 

We hop~ all the above information will be helpfull to up date 
the Diocesan Annual Parish Directory. 

~~Y·~~ 
~ev.Fr.~nig Kondralian 
Pastor 

120 N.E.16th STREET, MIAMI, A..OAIDA 33132 TEL(305)371-4484 

·-



January 23, 1985 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
520 West 53rd Terrace 
Hialeah, Florida 33012 

Dear Mrs. Mahakian: 

This is to infonm you that His Eminence Archbishop Torkorn 
Manoogian will arrive in Miami on March 1 at 4:15 p.m. on Pan Am 
flight ,245 to attend the regional meeting of the South Eastern 
area churches scheduled on March 2, at the St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Church of Miami, Florida. 

His Eminence will celebrate the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
~~rch 3, at the St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of Miami. 
A program following the reception or dinner may be evolved around 
and connected with the remembrance of the 70th anniversary of 
the Armenian genocide. Also a meeting of the parish council 
members and church organizations can be set up on Friday evening, 
March 1, 1985. 

His Eminence will leave for New York City on Monday, March 4, 
at 10:45 a.m. on Eastern Airlines flight #16. 

Please make the necessary arrangements for His Eminence's 
accommodation and meet him at the airport. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Houssig Bagdasian 
Vicar General 



January 23. 1985 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
520 West 53rd Terrace 
Hialeah, Florida 33012 

Dear Mrs. Mahakian: 

This is to inform you that His Eminence Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian will arrive in Miami on March 1 at 4:15 p.m. on Pan Am 
flight #245 to attend the regional meeting of the South Eastern 
area churches scheduled on March 2, at the St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Church of Miami, Florida. 

His Eminence will celebrate the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
March 3, at the St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of Miami. 
A program following the reception or dinner may be evolved around 
and connected with the remembrance of the 70th anniversary of 
the Armenian genocide. Also a meeting of the parish co\mcil 
members and church organizations can be set up on Friday evening, 
March 1, 1985. 

His Eminence will leave for New York City on Monday, March 4, 
at 10:45 a.m. on Eastern Airlines flight #16. 

Please make the necessary arrangements for His Eminence's 
accommodation and meet him at the airport. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Houssig Bagdasian 
Vicar General 



March 21, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Terenig Kondralian, Pastor 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33012 

Dear Fr. Terenigs 

Ted Takvorian is an active member or our Church and he intends 
to move to Orlando where his mother lives. We have asked Mr. Tak
vorian to serve on the Armenian Church parish council for the 
Orlando area. 

Mr. Takvorian is willing to bring together a group of five to 
seven faithful members of our church Who are willing to serve as 
members of the parish council. 

We direct you to contact Mr. Takvorian, and together pursue 
the feasibility of organizing our Armenian Church in Orlando. 

cc. Mr. Ted Takvorian 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop TorkOm Manoogian 
Primate 



July 9, 1985 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian 
Chairman of the Pariah Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mrs. Mahakian t 

The Parish Council of St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church of 
Cleveland, Ohio, in a letter dated June 8, has informed us of its 
agreement to invite the Rev. Fr. Terenig Kondralian to serve as 
their parish priest. 

We have assigned Fr. Terentg Kondralian to serve as pastor of 
the Cleveland parish, and he is expected to assume his pastoral 
responsibilities on August 20, 1985. Fr. Terenig will celebrate 
his farewell Divine Liturgy in the St. John The Baptist parish on 
Sunday, August 18th. It will be appropriate if a fitting farewell 
reception is given in his honor. 

We shall communicate with you regarding the appointment of a 
new pastor for your parish. 

May the Lord bless you and the members of your parish council 
with His love and wisdom, always. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



July 9, 1985 

Mrs. Louise Hahakian 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mrs. Mahakian: 

The Parish Council of St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church of 
Cleveland, Ohio, in a letter dated June 8, has informed us of its 
agreement to invite the Rev. Fr. Terenig Kondralian to serve as 
their parish priest. 

We have assigned Fr. Terenig Kondralian to serve as pastor of 
the Cleveland parish, and he is expected to assume his pastoral 
responsibilities on August 20, 1985. Fr. Terenig will celebrate 
his farewell Divine Liturgy in the St. John The Baptist parish on 
Sunday, August 18th. It will be appropriate if a fitting farewell 
reception is given in his honor. 

We shall communicate with you regarding the appointment of a 
new pastor for your parish. 

May the Lord bless you and the members of your parish council 
with His love and wisdom, always. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



July 10, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Terenic londrallan, Paator 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Olurch 
120 Jlorth East 16th Street 
Miami, Flori cia 33132 

Dear Fr. TeMmiCt 

We are pleased to advise you or your appointaent a~ pastor or 
the St. Gregory of hrek A,...,.lan Churda or Clneland, Ohio. We 
feel c:onfidftt ttuat you will perfonD your duties adalrably, and 
brine a notie•ble eoatrlbutlon to the c:a.m1ty church lite in 
Clewland. 

We have infol"'lled the c:ounc:Ua or your present and new parishes 
that you plan to asaU!lle your new NSJ!OMllU.lities in Cleveland on 
Tuesday, AU~t~St 20. Your last Di'f'iM LitursY celebration in the 
St. John The Baptist Church will be on Sunday, August 18th, and the 
first in St. Greeory or llarek is scheduled for Sunday, Auauat 25th. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always with Ilia 
love and wisdom. 

PrayerfUlly, 

Archbishop Torkoll Manoogian 
Prl•te 



November 1, 1985 

The Very Rev. Fr. Jirayr Tashjian 
170 Blvd. du Montparnasse 
75014 Paris 
France 

Dear Fr. Jirayrt 

We are pleased to advise you of your appointment as pastor of 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of Miami, Florida. We feel 
confident that you will perform your pastoral duties admirably, 
and bring a noticeable contribution to the community church life 
in Miami. 

We have informed the council of the Miami parish that you will 
assume your new responsibilities in Miami on December 3, 1985 and 
will celebrate the first Divine Liturgy as the pastor of Miami 
parish on Deeember 8, 1985. 

With regard to the financial arrangements, the parish will 
provide the followlngt 

For your basic stipend, including the 
increment.a .• • .. • . . . • • • • • 

Plusc Car Expenses, Housing, 
Medical Insurance, Pension. 

• • $400 per week 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones alway8 with His 
love and wisdom. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkal'l Manoogian 
Primate 



November 11 1985 

Mrs. Louise Mahald.an 
CbatrMD or tbe Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist A!"'1Mn1an Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mrs. Mahak1an; 

We are pleaaed for tbe arrangements made for the Very Rev. Fr. 
Jirayr Tashjian w1 th resard to his putorate at the St. John Tbe 
Baptist Armenian Church of Mialli, Florida. 

Fr. Jirayr has conaented to serve as pastor of' the Miami parish 
ana we are confident that he will provide invaluable service to your 
parish and his putora\e will be a rewarding one for everyone concerned. 

Fr. Jirayr will assume his pastoral responsibilities in the 
Miami parish on December 3, 1985 and will celebrate his first Divine 
Liturgy in Miami on December 8, 1985. 

With regard to the arrang.ements made for his stipend, please 
note the followings 

For his basic stipend, incNIII8nt for y..-a of service 
and the size of the pariah, Fr-. Jirayr will receive 
$400.00 (four hundred dollaros) a week, plws the expenses 
or the car, Housing, Medical Insurance and Pension. 

We wish you and the members of' the parish COUl'lCil good health 
and success 1n the pet"f'Ol"''lllllce of your duties in the devoted service 
or our church. 

Pra.)'ert'\Jlly, 

~ 

Archbishop Torlcom Manoogian 
Primate 



November 18, 1985 

l-1rs. Louise Mahaklan 
Chaiman of the Parish Council 
St. •• John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. Sixteenth Street 
marol, Florida 33132 

Dear Mrs. Hah.aklan: 

Please be advised that H.E. Archbishop Torkorn Manoop:ian plans 
to visit the parishes in Florida on the following dates: 

Fort Lauderdale 
Orlando 
Ocala 
St. Petersburg 
Miami 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
.Jan. 

18 - 20 
21 
22 
23 
24 - 2? 

The re~ional meeting for the Florida and South Western parish~s 
will btl held on Saturday, January 25, 1986 at 10:30 a.m. at the St. 
John The Baptist. Armenian Church, 120 N. E. Sixteenth Street, Miami. 
We urge <ill the members of t.he parish council and church organizations 
attend this important. m~tlng. 

The details of the travel arrangements of His Eminence wHl be 
sent to you in due course so that appropriate arrangements could b~ 
made by you. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Khajag Barsamian 
Vicar General 



December 18, 198~ 

The Very Rev. Fr. Jirayr Tashjian, Pastor 
St. ,Tohn The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Hlami, Florida 33132 

Dear Fr. Jir~yr: 

This is to inform you that we will he visiting the Miami parish 
on Saturday, December 28. 

It will be appreciatee if you will convene a meeting with 
members·of the parish council and church organiz.ation at 3:00 p.m. 
or any hour convenient for you. 

We will be arriving from Orlando at 12:15 p.m. on Pan ~~ 
Flight 463. hie t-Jill appreciate if you will make the necessary 

May the Lord bless the parishioners of St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Church of Hiaml with His love and wisdom. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom H~noogian 
PriMate 



Mr. Manoog Kulhanjian 
Chairman of the Parish Council 

November 11, 1986 

St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mr. Kulhanjiant 

With reference to our telephone conversation of this 
morning, we are most happy to appoint the Very Rev. Fr. 
Vazken Tatoyan as the visiting pastor of the St. John The 
Baptist Ar~nian Church of Miami, Florida. We are confident 
that Fr. Vazken will provide invaluable service to your 
parish, and his pastorate will be a rewarding one for every
one concerned. 

Fr. Vazken will assume his pastoral responsibilities 
ln Mi~~l on December 2, and will celebrate his first Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, December 7. He will get in touc~ with 
you regarding his travel arrangements. 

Fr. Vazken will receive a weekly allowance of $12,.00 
(one hundred and twenty-five dollars), plus housing accom
modation, and traveling expenses. 

We wish you and the members of the parish council 
good health and success in the performance of your duties 
in the devoted service of our Lord and His church. 

cc. Fr. Vazken Tatoyan 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkorn Manoogian 
Pr hnate 



March 3 1 , 1 98 7 

Mr. Manoog Kulhanjian 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
14000 s.w. 72nd Avenue 
Mi&nl, Florida 33158 

Dear Mr. Kulhanjian: 

The Very Rev. Fr. Vazken Tatoyan was assigned to the 
Mlmni parish as Acting Pastor as of December 2, 1'86 and 
we are confident that his pastorate was rewarding for 
everyone concerned. 

We are pleased to inform you that we have appointed 
Fr. Vazken Tatoyan as the Pastor of the St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Church of Miarni, Florida, as of April 15, 1987. 

It will be appreciated if your parish will assume the 
payrnent of his full stipend as of April 15, 1987. 

We wish you and the members of the Parish Council good 
health and success in the performance of your duties in the 
devoted service of our Lord and His Church. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



March 30, 1988 

Very Rev. Fr. Vallken Tatoyan. Pastor 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN CHURCH 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Hayr Soorp • 

Douglas Tashjian and I will be in Miami the weekend of MaJ 6 
to 8, 1988 at which time we. would like to meet with your res
pective Senior and Junior ACYOA groups. 

I have already contacted Garo Yepremian who will set up the 
youth meetings for ua. And, just yesterday I spoke with Audrey 
Pilafian about viaiting the Sunday School and working with her 
on some of the current problems at St. Bohn's. 

Please feel free to call me day or evening at (215) 722-3369 if 
you haae any questions. Lookingfforward to seeing you again. 

Respectfully, 

Nancy Basmaj ian. Director 
ACYOA Juniors 



June 30, 1988 

The Very Reverend Father Vasken Tatoyan 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami. Florida 33132 

Dear Father Vasken: 

We are writing to remiPd you that your Annual Parish 
Report has not as yet been submitted to Diocesan Head
quarters. 

Would you kindlv forward it to us as soon as possible 
as our revised assessment schedule is being delayed 
pending receipt of your report. 

Yours respectfully, 

Syraun Palvetzian 
Executive Director 

~I 



December 19, 1989 

The Very Rev. fr. Vasken Tatoyan, Pastor 
St. John The Divine Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
M~ami, florida 33132 

Dear fr. Vasken: 

This is to inform you that His Eminence Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian will be in florida from Saturday, feb
ruary 3, 1990 through Sunday, February 12, 1990. 

His Eminence has scheduled a pastoral visit to the 
Miami parish on Saturday and Sunday, february 10 and 
11, 1990. 

Kindly let us have 1n due course the schedule of 
the activities planned on this occasion. 

Details of his travel arrangements will be com
municated to you by mid-January 1990. 

w~th prayers, 

fr. Khajag Barsamian 
Vicar General 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN APOSTOUC CHURCH 
120 North East 16th SL. Miami, Aorida 33132, Tel: (305) 371-4484 

August 30, 1992 

Dear Friends, Neighbors, and Pari~honers, 

Hurricane Andrew has affected-us all. 

777() 

/6 ~ 
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Whether it be ourselves,,. our families, relatives, friends, neigh
bors, community members·,"··one or all. We have all been touched by 
Andrew to some degree. · 

·' 
.we are all trying to ge{ back into some kind of· normalcy. Some of 
us have picked up around us, our telephones are working, we have 
power and water and yet some of us have nothing left to pick up, 
nothing left to use power on if we get it nor any pipes to bring 
water if and when water is available. But we are very fortunate 
that we have our lives and our families for support. 

Your church and its members and parishoners are also your extended
families, and that is why the parish council members that are more 
fortunate are•here to say that whatever we or the church can do to 
help you please let us know in some way. Please call a member, get 
in touch somehow (personally or thru others) in whatever way you 
possibly can, and we will do whatever we possibly can, 

Your Parish Council members are: 

Louise Mahakian-----------Hialeah, FL-------------8.21-7317 
Jack Esmerian-------------Miami, FL---------------445-9042 
Naomi Davitian------------Hollywood, FL-----------966-0775 
Bedros Azarian------------Bay Harbor, FL----------865-6447 
Vartan Ananian------------Miami Springs, FL-------871-2501 
Sahag Kasbarian-----------Miami Springs, FL-------885-9847 
John Stepanian------------No. Miami, FL-----------931-6616 
Victoria Fredericks-------Miami Beach, FL---------865-2534 
Nora Petrossian-----------No. Miami, FL-----------893-6536 

May God be with you and keep you safe until we hear from you or 
see you, we remain, 

Respectfully yours, 

Your Parish Council 

cc: Diocese of the Armenian Church, New York, NY 
St. David Armenia~ Church, Boca Raton, FL 

-e.•.4V~~,(~ 
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Recently two of our Diocesan-priests have informed us that they 'have visited the State 
of Florida following the devastation of Hurricane Andrew. Both the Very Reverend Father 
Haigazoun Najarian, Vicar General and Father Mardiros Chevian have learned that you suffered 
conaiderable damage to your property and face painful end emotional teak of rebuilding. We 
are deeply concerned about your plight and wish to assure you of our continued prayers for 
you during these trying days and months ahead. We are hopeful that the United States 
governmen.t as well as other local and charitable agencies are assisting you with your needs. 

We are comforted to know that the local ~rmenian parish of St. John the Baptist in 
Miami is aware of your situation and is doing its utmost to help. Mrs. Louise Mahakian, Parish 
Council Chairperson will keep us apprised of the rebuilding needs of the Armenian community 
and we support her and her community's efforts in procuring aid for you. 

We continue to pray for your well-being and are hopeful that in due time your physical 
and emotional wounds will be healed by the grace and power of God. 

With prayers, 

ilt~f. ~-~~04 ... ~b· """" 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 


