yinkgwlwlmphiGp dhow dGwy Awipmpbwi GwhouGdwiuinpmpbwi wnwigpp:
Zugquuunwbtiugg BYknkghli, nph npdbipp Guwnuwlihph wpplng &6 punwimws @
nph qupkplilpp grAinpmehGGbaph wiGuwiuplpwg pmadmG GG odmwd, ppuambp mbp
wyGutignt, np hp wnwelnpnGlpp wukG pwGhg pwpdp Yp pnlhG ppkGy wGahG
pumnpulwl wuonlunwbpn, Ghpglykl jupquGp n wlfwdwlp ophfiulth pempekwdp:

dwdwlwlh whpn vwnwyGnehbGiphg b Gt wi@ AuwlquidwbGpp, np Ly
GYtintghG YnpgGnd & pp wnopwwbnhh piwuwp b punnd wpupimwljui o
Shuwlwuwwpwywl unynpmphbbiph puwwpiwl Jwyp, dh AwlgudwGp, np
Gulidwglimd E Gwbi Gyanbagm pwpdp quruihwpulubp, othnphimy wif pp Ypolwlwl
nguni Aliwn:

Ruguuwgmopti Awdngmwd Ghp Lt Wh waqgh pwprpulwip vppwb bnp
pwnwpwlwi Ywwlphg, Gnipwl bty pp GyEnbkgulwl Yhawbliphg whnh Gwlwynih, puy
Bt bghG by GhplugwgmghyGhphg: 2wy WYknbgulwlp sh Ywpm wlwwppbp WG
wyfi YhGuwpub Awpghg dwlunwGn np hphG Y pwimwd b wnwebnpn kg,
Gapyuawglti] pwupnpwul Yhwlpp, wppnr oh Ypoliph AndwGppli wwy, np
Jwppmptwt, Akqnpbwd, junfwpfnptwli yuunguwdp mGh pp gpplhph Ypuwy: LhGg
wiu wwwnGwnny t] Ukputu CGnpAwh Augpuwbiwp bp ConfwGpulwi @nnpeh dte
fiwy GYEnkght m Wytnhguwwlimpmbp Awdwpdtp Gluunbing Apwdwmd k.
«Mmnbiughl wyGinphly np plivphwy GG wpdbwenyr /Ap dhpdmbld GpuGp, nyphp
wpdwpeny GG phwpmwd/ (Vwununu UE:3S1)

Eoupwdtwy Uugp Uipnnp, np gwpn qhipugni g hfwympbiwdp Jupmad b Luy
Unwpbjwywl Ghtinkgm qiphl holuwbnielwd nbpp, swhwnh yepglh pp pinfubpwlub
Ampnwwtnh B uppuqul quiwluih bp Angp Adugpp m nhppp: 2wy Blknkgn
mnnwipuwn punwlimphGibpp whpwyunbhopkli Yuwwmwd b6 pmuuanpyuwG quhAhi G
hp Awdwwhpin fwiunnwgtwgipp ppup dow, hpwp dky, & ppup Awdwp &G
wypmd: Uju vhwpp Umpp Jwypuwbw Bhpuku Chnphughl uwwglmd £ owgu
wwwlkph dts.

«Ruwligh tpk Umpp Zngm GepAihpd UAwpnbh qifupi GG heGnd, np
fugpuytnmpmG E, b gijupg’ dopnmiphl, np WyhufnynumphGl §, dopmphg’
gpuuubuwilphG, nn pwhwGugmpehs £, b gpuwywbiulibnhg’ qqkumhb, nn
danmympnb L, wpn, n°p 26npfh hiqp Ywpny &G mGkGw] Gputp, nyptn
owwpugwd &G whwpnibwl giluhg G hphGg gnpdm| dhwgwd &E bwnwlhG W
UpppnGpG» (Uwnunu GLA 2, @PhR ¢2):
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"REJECT THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO BE ELECTED BY SILVER"

In the year 1165, when Grigor III Pahlawuni had reached a good old age,
and had been catholicos for a period of fifty three years (1113-1166), he ordered a
general meeting at Hromklay and nominated a succesor to the catholicate. Grigor
111 Pahlawuni annointed his brother Nerses Catholicos of All Armenians, who after
the death of the former ascended the throne of Saint Gregory the Illuminator as His
Holiness Nerses IV Klayetsi, called Shnorhali "filled with grace" (1166-1173). To
promote (he spiritual well being of his flock, at the early part of his catholicate he
addressed a general epistle to the Armenian people called T'ught' Endhanrakan
(Encyclical Letter). In this letter, after mentioning the death of his brother Grigor
Pahlawuni, and taking a short view of the relative duties imposed upon him by his
being elevated to the catholicate, he states the orthodox creed of the church of
Armenia, which is immediately followed by perceptive exhortations "to the entire
Armenian people". The letter is divided into different sections, the third of which is
addressed to the bishops of the church. The immediate object of the writer was to
cxcite a love of virtue and piety amongst his congregation, and to be instrumental
in eradicating from their minds such unwholesome principles, as are calculated to
render human nature waste and deformed.

In this letter Saint Nerses Shnorhali speaks in great detail about the office of
the bishop, its origins (Gospel of St Luke 24:50) in the Bible and its
responsibilities. The emphasis is put on their conduct, which is best defined
according to Saint Nerses by St Paul's in his Letter to Timothy.




"Now a bishop must be above reproach, temperate, discreet and
courteous, hospitable and a good teacher; not a heavy drinker, nor
hot-tempered, but kind and peaceable. He must not be a lover of
money (I Timothy 3:2-4).

Those who are inmature spiritually and physically should not be called into
the office of the bishop least "pride might turn his head" (I Timothy 3:6).Saint
Nerses Shnorhali takes cach of the above mentioned attributes separately and
explains how important they are for the office of the bishop in the light of the
Gospel teachings.

Armenia in the nineties and beyond is going to be a sccular state. The role of
the Church is a powerful onc and should not be confined to the rituals of "hatch,
match and dispatch” (i.e. Baptism, marriage, burial). Nobody looking at the moral
vacuum of a consumer socicty, the huge gaps left by the withdrawal of the state
from community care and support, can doubt the potential role of the church. It is
also a church that is increasingly at odds with the paraphernalia of rituals, and
overdressed bishops blessing philandering benefactors. Surely with public respect
so diminished an oringingly dutiful compliance can no longer be demanded.
According to Saint Nerses Shnorhali, what is required for the church then and now
is not a misbehaving subaltern but a bishop of the church interpreling the demands
of the Gospel. It is not just misdemeanours nor the self-indulgence of the bishops,
but the flaccid leadership offered by those whose office includes the guardianship
of moral values. The good health of the catholicate does not only demand that the
candidates live by the rules which make for a good community but also the ones to
which every member of the church must aspire. It is not disbelief that threatens the
church but unbelief.

To prevent the church from plunging into embarrassing scandal and low
public national and international estcem "reject those who aspire to be elected by
silver” (Psalms 68:31-32). Saint Nerses Shnorhali employs a very powerful image to
impress upon his contemporaries that at a time when our lives are incessantly
transformed by relentless change, communities are embodied in enduring
institutions which must be protected. During the enthronement service before God
the newly elected catholicos takes solemn vows at which time " the graces of the
Holy Spirit will descend on the head of Aharon, which represents the catholicate ,
and then from his beard, which represents the bishops synod, thence from his beard
to his collar (vakas) which is the priesthood, and finally from his collar to his robes,
which is the people" (of. Psalm 133:1-2).

«NSEUShY B3WARPY N CYSPBLL By ULLrTULANY»

1165 pwwlwdh wwphih 17-h6, Twnlwqupnh Yud bpiukibiwg Ynymwd wolh
onp Landljugmd Apuwnppmbg Upiphpwih B Uhewglwmph Awgy By higm
finglnpuwywlGhph Aunfwgmdwp' Uhpubkupl fwemplnu plnptipm Awdwp: Znmfljugh
pwquwiwmm dnmnymd Ukpubu SGnpfwhi nhuitpny «wn Guyhulpynunbu b
Juppwyhwu, e Awdopki nwuu lilinkgin» wpwwuwbhy vh Gwn: p uouph
ulgpmv Gw gnjwuwGeny b gmg wwihu Gnpop gnpdmbtmptwi jwe Yomdtpp,
npyku Anglnp Augp B wqqughG gnpdhy’ Gpu wldGwlwl wnunbmpemGiEpd m
wndwlhplibnp b www fwdbunmpbwdp 2hzwmd hp whwpdwlngemGp
Yuwpm hynuwljuG dwin wuwpnmwluwlimpepGGhiph m pupdp wwowolh Awdup:

Qupwunwbhiugg nwpbijwlwl Bhknkghi vhq Awdwp Gmppulwi n wwownbkih
fwuwmwumpemb k: Uy dGwupl dhip owwplGhph Yupdhpp mikGwim Jud dnmpugn
Yumphpp gnkGps Arpnphg wikith n pienhg wnwg fuwy dmndpnh quuwllinp gk,
Up qqul wm YpupnGhl win hwnwinp mo wlgniguiui fuwuthunanipbiwG Anpuuy
Yhwlpp m ujl.umdmro}u[in: Tpuw Awdwp Ky, Jwenphynuwywi Gop pGupmpbwd
wnheny, Uubip wwpin nt wwpnwlhuwlnpmGs b jwbpdwgliky m qopwglity wyn
wumuwulb mowwudwlywb pplin Awuinwumiptwt Apdptpp’ . Gpub njuwGglyng
«pmiy YhlnwGhs: dwingmwd W, np Yuphh b gwljuwgwd W Gpugqud
pwpbjupgrmpmG m qopwgmup dhnp phph], wnwlg wpdmih Yud ApdGwljui sww
mpg nm dwnwdnmwd pug bpp:

Uhipuku Stnpfugh qwbmd L, np hp dwdwlwlh GyhuhnwynuGliphg wntpp
hpkg wwowolip dtinp &G phipmu qubwqui dwpwhy vhenglhpny m Juownpny:
Chnpfiw hd puwguguntny  bwhulynuynup Angpwlulwl b pupnpuwlws Glwpughpp
wnwlgpughG Gowlwlymphl E wwipu Nonme wnwpbuwgh ugu juouphG.

«Nwpn £ bwyhulrynuhG whwpuwn (hG, g’ gwd, wwplow, Appuukp,
nunighy. vp eplwdwbon, vh Awplpulon, wy Awblnwpwn. dh Ynnmon, vh
wpdbwpwukp..» (Shinptnu UnwehG Gp. G:2-8):

2wiwumwbp 20-pn nuph unwpnhl glwgny nwnfugm §ownwih] wgliuphpy
fwvwpulympemb: dwy dmmfmpp wyl wiunpowbih Gupughpp, npry dwinw
fwpnphwli fwnl £ juummd wppuondmpbwG phdph pug, mih Gub wpnwup
fipwdwiwlG guiymepb wiju wwhhl wkubl] bp BYenbghi npyku Ybpugquppmdh
B opumulub YEwlph wnwgwwwh swhiwlyhnG, & pphl Juwnwhnwd fnwlwy nbph
ute donympnp mbh Gubkr ppuwombpp wwhwGekpn, np ppkG GEpluwywglng



