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October 18, 1954 

DIKRAN KISSERLIAN 
219 Ket~sett Road 

llanhaaaet, Long Island 
Tel. MAu-et 7-06.S 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Mampre Cal£ayan 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of .America, Inc. 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your Eininence : 

We wiSh to express our deep and sincere 
appreciation £or your enthusiastic sup
port of our project. You have indeed been 
a great source of inspiration to us from the 
very conception of the idea at a meeting o£ 
a few friends in Manhasset. Your encourage
ment and your guidance has lent us strength 
and determination. Your presence as well 
as your words at our Inaugural Dinner on 
September 26th went a long way to assure 
the early success o£ our aim. Your most 
generous financial contribution ex~pli
fied the sacrificing, noble and generous 
character of our clergy. We are all in
spired anew to work, to sacrifice, and to 
build the Long Island Church in record time. 

Our aim is not merely to erect an edifice, 
but also to have a large and active parish 
composed o£ the older and the younger gen
eration of Armenians. This means work, 
organization and capable clerical and lay 
leadership. This leadership and work must 
be provided now so that a well knit and 
harmonious parish may be completely organ
ized together with its A.C.Y.O.,Young Wo
men's Guild, Young Men's Guild, Choir, Sun
day Schools and Executive Committee. 
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October 18, 1954 - 2 -

DIKRAN liiSSERLIAN 
219 Kensett Road 

llanhaaeet, Long Island 
Tel. liAu-et '1·0646 

As you probably know, we hope to break 
ground on the 17th of April and have the 
church edifice erected as quickly there
after·as possible. This means that thB 
above named groups have to be organized 
at once. 

Our committee at its last meeting decided 
to respectfully ask Your Eminence to assign 
to us The Very Reverend Torkom Manougian 
as the permanent Priest of our Parish. 
The committee would appreciate the assign
ment of Rev. Manougian to our Parish im
mediately and is prepared to assume all 
financial responsibilities attaChed to 
such full time assignment. We fully ap
preciate the fact that Rev. Manougian is 
almost indispensable to the important po
sition he now occupies. We feel, however, 
that you will agree with our committee 
that the Long Island community deserves 
every priority your high office can accord. 

Long Island is a large and growing commun
ity of faithful and fervent Armenians. How
ever, the environment is such that unless a 
Shepherd of the Armenian Church gathers its 
flock to our pasture--the flock will stray 
to other pastures. 

We respectfully urge and sincerely trust 
that our request will receive favorable 
consideration by Your Eminence and that 
Your Eminence will make the appointment 
as early as possible. 

Respectfully yours, 

Long Island Armenian Apostolic Church . 
j?~~~~~ 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 
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I 
DIKRAN IIISSERLLU( 

219 Kensett Road 
llanhuaet, Lontr Island 
Tel. IIA~ '7-06411 

January 7, 19SS 

His Grace Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan 
Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church 

of America ~~ ---~--- ·· >-· 
President of the Diaeese Council. 
6)0 Second Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Your Gracet 

At our Executive Committee meeting held on the fifth, 
we were informed by Reverend Father Torkom Manookian 
that you had assigned him part time to the Philadel
phia Church and part time to our church, and that we 
were to be informed of this part time assignment by 
an official letter. 

We beg to refer to your letter addressed to us under 
date of December 3, 19$4, wherein your office informed 
us formally of the appointment of Father Torkom Manookian 
as our Spiritual Leader as the Director in charge of or
ganizing our Parish and as the Director in charge of 
our Building ProSect in Long Island.. Based on this 
.formal assurance, all our plans and programs were ar
ranged fully depending on Father Torkom Mamokian' s 

-bH :iii= ·4ireiiea £u tae £u1f'JU•sat of- cmr~'F-081-.• 

'fhe news that Father Torkom Manookian was to spend 
onq half' of his time with us was a total shock to our 
committee. As a matter of .fact_, we had made all our 
plans and were in the midst of arranging for Father 
Torkom' s living accom.odations with an Armenian family 
near our project for his personal and office use. It 
will be extremely difficult to make simi.l.ar arrange
ments for three or four d.qs a week ol'll¥ and it will 
be c~ very costly for Father Torkom to DBintain 
two living quarters, one in Philadelphia and another in 
New York. Thus we believe that the dual appointment 
will be an extreme hardship on Father Torkom personal.l)r 
as well as an extreme hardship on our c0llllf11Uli ty. 
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His Grace Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan 
New York City l/7/55 P. 2 

We had planned to make Father Torkom the center figure 
of our activities and we have been looking forward to 
look to him for advice as well as spiritual and moral 
leadership in all aspects of our project. There still 
remains the important work of directing the pUblication 
of our Bulletin; the selection and preparation of our 
soloists and choir; the selection and preparation of 
teachers for our Sunday school; the selection and prep
aration of Deacons and other officials for the Church 
services; the formation and direction of ~ tivities of 
our Youth and their committees. For all this, we have 
been waiting for Father Torkom. 

Besides all these, our Standing Committees such as the 
Building Committee, the Architectural Committee, Public
ity Committee, the Membership Committee, - all have been 
looking forward to the capable guidance and directorship 
of Father Torkom and all these committees now state that 
we need his leadership most urgently during our campaign 
between now and our ground-breaking day of April 17th. 

It is obvious that Father Torkom is needed full time by 
our community. We simply cannot afford to have Father 
Torkom do only half the job by spending only half of his 
time with us. It will be a great injustice to the 
Armenian Community in Long Island who are anxiously wait
ing to see their dream of a Church come true. The phys
ical construction of the edifice alone will not mean 
much unless we also have all the spiritual aspects that 
go with the Church to make it real. Father Torkom is 
blessed with the necessary qualities and abilities to 
direct and guide us properly in the construction and or
ganization of our Church. We are like newborn babies 
and we need all the help and guidance to make us grow taid 
become one of the strong Parishes of the Armenian Church. 
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P. 3 

Our need for Father Torkom in our formative stage is 
far superior to Philadelphia's or any other established 
Parish. Our need is urgent, indispensible and immedi
ate. Without Father Torkom, the success of our proj
ect will be definitely retarded and, possibly, headed 
for failure. 

Under the circumstances, we are obliged to respectfully 
bring to the attention of Y0ur Grace the gravity of 
the question and to respectful~ submit that your of
fice do everything needful to assign Father Torkom full 
time to our parish, as we were originally informed 
through your letter of December 3rd. 

We fervently hope Your Grace will excuse the insistence 
of our parishionners, as it is inspired only by our 
love for our Church and their fervent desire to see 
the flock of Long Island faithful gather and assemble 
in an Armenian Church •. 

The best intentioned or the most ardent layman cannot 
lend tne spiritual leadership that is so necessary for 
the early success of this project. We pray, therefore, 
that our respectful request may have your blessings and 
may be granted to us. 

Respectfully yours 

Y~11i_~~~-
Dilcran 1'1issirlian 
Chairman, Building Committee 
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~ "209-15 HORACE HARDING BLVD. 

\'" BAYSIDE 64, N. Y. 
Tel. BAyside 5-0235 

1\rmtnian <f>hurth of 1.onJt1sland 

JUDe 1, 1957 

REV. FR. V ART AN MEGHERIAN 
Pastor 

His Graoe Arohbiahop Jlanpre Calfqan 
Pl"iaate of the .Armenian Church 
610 Second Awnue 
Bew York. 11. Y. 

It ia well lmo1m to Your Grace that with great aaoritice and. in '1Ul8%

peoted adwrse oondi tiona that draiaed our reaouroea to the tuDe of tss,ooo 
ad more, we finished the ahell of our ohuroh building and are oonti1111ing 
our aernoes, but as yet, we are tar \Mhbad in having it called completed. 

We have still al:lcnrl; t20,000 contronraial a.mout to pq ad settle wi'th 
our bankrupt contractor. 

lfe ban aet the date tor the Conaeeration in lfoftmber of this year, will
out 7et haTing completed the stained-glue windows, 'the three al tara, the 
paintings, the baptismal baain and the decoration of the church walls. 

!heae and other iDDaediate needs compel our Pariah Counoil to ask Your 
Grace tor a loan of te,ooo, or it poalible tlO,OOO, which will 'be repaid 
a.t'ter the completion of tbe above-mentioned work. 

Hoping and praying that 7QU will give a fa~rable d.eciaion to our 
reqaest, ,.. remain 

Yernat Hamper, Chairull 
1 

/ Par:lsh Oouaoil of the 
'------/ Long Islu.d Araenian Church 

m:u 

__ ";;:; 
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ARMENIAN CHURCH OF 'IRE HOLY MARTYRS 
209-15 Horace Harding Blvd •• B~yside 64, N.Y. 

J UJ.U.a'I!'T 21. 19 59 

Diooeae ot the Armenian ehuroh 
Lou. UJ.d. Gn.rlt 1\md. 
168 Canal Street 
1fn York,. t.Y. 

On behalf ei" the Pariah Co'Wl011, I wtah to expreee Jq deep gnt11M4e 
and a.pproecia:"on to you tor ;your iatel"eat. d.efttion, ad 1mderataacU.nc 1a 
graattag our churoh aewral loau during theae tirat ,-.an of ov pariah 
lite. 

We are espociall7 thankful tor your patience in allowing ua ample ttm. 
to repay these loans. We are happy to encloee herew111h e. check in the .,.. 
mount of $10,000.00. which represents the loan on our church lm.lld.lnc• 

I prq that God lliay reward you tor your generous hearts in having 
toumled auch a tund which helps OW" chur.-:hes in America to Bllltlply aad 
grow tor the greater gloey ot God. 
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. ....... Fr. Vartan Meihel'iau 
Paator 


