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~;~ - ll!aeb ol the 4evil tian lllaa.in' ., their ~ All 

()/),.J6). She •as presented ID the poinD tD chc 1..:t INt it IIIDUna e,pi
T~~npk aad ..dcgmed bJ Gocl 'Who cally MU~Iem. ADd Mloc il why. 
lilclp5 hct I"""'• conlidft her to ZacbarJ k il 1rue daat ~ lhr Korlllf' 
and lecrh her miriC\IIou.sJr U/J7 If apab of Mary's faith ucl lblolute 
44). An anrf appnrs ID her and canfidC'DC'C iD God (J/57), thr iluli· 
~Mounm tht mirat:Wous birth ol a Yiduat M01Jem IDIJ be Jed to imitate 
child. the Word of God, and sht K· Mr ia his pnpr·lifc which. u we 
a:pn (19/17-21 6 5/.C5--47). She bow, must al•'IJI ~ IIO"'XDp'ftied bJ 
Jiws birth to Jaus at chc loot ot a an ablofu~ rca6dmc2 iD God. Oa 
palm tree, rctw"nS homt to her family, lhe othCf hand, ~ lhr IConn 
il unjustly acrustd and is ddmdcd by (19/22·2.C) al10 ltftSieS Mary's coop* Oilld Jesus HimKli (19/27·}<4). eration with God. thr Nodcm will N 

As lor bft Yinucs, ~ Kor•" £iva indined to takt her 11 1 mode! in his 
lht (ollowin; dtt~Js: She •·:u che»cn efom towards meal suhmiuion to 
by God and purified (3/.C2). She is God's •ill. A Cl'ft&iD pmencr ol W.., 
1M YirJin 1"' nul/nut and Corner must tbrrc!Cft be adtnowledp! iD 
(21/91 t: 66/12). God bruthn-· in cht prayer-lift of m&nf Nos.lcms. 
he-r (2/91) and He Jw "'thrown" his Jkyond chis, however, 1M Moslem 
""word'' into her (21.'91 ). AJ 1 true is nee allowed to ao. The l'tUCXl beina .;i 

- bdiC\'lT ~ -~ faith in th~ ~r~s or --~ at tbt \Oft)' C'Oft ol a1J Islamic 
lht AMunciarion ('17' " 66/12). tnchin& is that alfcuft lndlllw.ftm· - · · .~ ·

.:~~ :i 
__ j::_. 

She is a sign tor all mankind (21/91 tion is lftn\-rd to God alone. 'the 'ICtJ 
II 2)/50). She is abo,·e all, tht "Moch- thought that a cra.turt can intcrcedt 
er of Jesus," who is almost al•·a,, lor 1&1 •ich God is conuvy to all 
alltd the "'Son of M~rf' and Ht o.-es Ialuruc thought-and dw aocs lor the 
htr 6lial piety (1~/32). The fY.·o tO. Virgin Muy u .a!. 
Jfthcr form or.e sign; but Muy is only Oftpite aU this, ont has to admit 
a mortal being ..no must n.t to live, lh.at the Moslmu defini~ly do luTe 
shr is not a pdru (5/116). their own shrines d~atcd to chc Vir· 
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As tar as tradition is conmncd, Jin. A ~!}·known ~ in point is 
Moslem tradition speala wry littlt thr ChW"Cb ol thr Oormition, in JeN· 
about }.Ury. But ,·hm it does, it lcsns wem. •·htrt thr Moslrms ha'-e r:hrir 
hn,·ily upon the ApocrnhJJ Boob ~, prartr·ch~pd facin; in che dirtc· 
and C\"C1 upon Olristi&n Tr~ition. tion of Mrca and ..-herr the pil&rims 
Thus lor insuncr some of their •·ritm comr to \'merate the Virgin on cheir 
uy that Muy is Qurcn of all ..-omm mum !rom Mecca. Anothtr is lhe 
herr on nr:h and C\'C'ft that sht is the H~ or Our Lady. II Ephesus. to 
Que-en o( Par.ldise. She is C'\'m grnter 'iaich 1n0rr th&n ont hundred thou· Dot wh;t the Eastrm I;~ Ouistians 
INn the •-omen Mohl.tnmcd loved sand Moslems comr yearly ID venerate ha,·r been promotin' ali along by their 
most, (KJudija and Ayrsha), and eovcn and to lftlc the hrlp o( Mninn An•. di.aeft Jt't thorOughly onhodox ¥Cner
JI'nttl' than his 01to'n daughttr Fatim£. .. Our Mother ),Wy."" arion of ~ry. at the very hen o( the 
M&tl· is the on!)· ..-om&n in the Xorm Just what the Moslems' understand· N)'5ttfY of Sah·~on rt·mutcd in their 

--· _ wb_c> _is thus Jlorifacd. in& ot ~ry is, one finds it difficult Liturgy? Could it not be this intimate 
It is mtrretirig To note 'tl\at to thiS to ftplain:-Att-w--nrr .. , is ~soci~ .~-the-~ ]C!~S ... 

day ma.ny Moslem £iris be-ar chr nm~t this point in time. it mtainly is not thr and H1s V&rgtn Mother, M.11)·. dut II 
M&tl·· It h.u al10 bml noted that at Christi~'s undmtanding Our belief attra.cting the Moslems to '"Ou.r Nochtr 
thtir ,'J.krs .-herr tht "hoi)· Moslem is butJ on Christ's divinity and in Nat)·," as th~· ~tetion&rcl)· all her? 
~omm'" art pre5mt~ to them as 1 M&tl·'s d.i'·int Mothrrhooc:l. nr )(os· ~'hatn'ft at II that draws ., many 
subjea Cor thrir. ml'dit1tion. when the Jan is told dut Grist was a arrat ~01lmu. to ~ and to htr po•-crful 
ll&mt of ~I')' IS mmtiontd, I ltiJ:· prophrt. but not fhe $on or God; and lfttm'mlon, ~ may DC'\"Cf know>·. 0( 
r:e-rin;. upsur~ ol tef'\-ot runs tbroush Nary is cht Virain Mother o( chat one thing ~ an be Nrt: it can only 
thr tntirt usanbly. prorhet. be the worlc ol the Holy Spirit Tnn 

At this roint one mi~ht ht trmrtccf On tht cdltr hanJ, evm thou~ our brnthcs ...btf'C ~e •ills_. And .to. all 
tD ~lir'\-e chat the Moslems think ~, Olristi&n undentandins ol N~ry &p~ll"'ftCft, He II dn.,·ang Omstaan~ 
pretty much thl' ume ..-ay » '-e Chris- and htr role in sah·ltion history ~)' and MOJicms d~IC1' ~rr throu~ 
ti~~ d<'. •·hm it comrs tn honorin~: differ rrnm that o( the MnsJcms rruy NU)·-all ol '·hu:t. can onl)· lead.~ 1 

~~I')·. Yrt, out or mr«t (or the t.e- -~ IIOt 1ft in M:JI")' hmr1f a symhol of better kno,·lrd~ ol Christ. her Da,·ant 
lit(s or our M"'km hruthm and sis· ~Cl' and MllftCili~ti.m bcn.·ccn che b. 
ter1, wt must au.id artributin; 1 Chris· Moslems and the Christians? Js this Roger M. Charest, S.M.M. 


