
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
and Members of the Diocesean Council 

Armenian Diocese of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hayr and Council Members: 

This letter is in reference to requesting the resignation 

and replacement of Father Vertanes Kalayjian from the 

St. Mary's Armenian Church of Elberon, New Je~rsey. 

I have personally witnessed Der Hayr•s opposition to the 

efforts and progress of the Parish Council. In his efforts to 

undermine the will of its members as expressed at the last 

Parish Assembly, he has instigated dissention, and for his own 

ulterior motives, encouraged elements within the community 

that put their selfish personal or political interests above 

the general welfare of the church. 

I therefore, request and urge that you give serious 

consideration to seeing that Der Hayr Kalayjian resigns or 

is removed from the office of Priest of the Parish. 

CCs Mr. B. Elian, 
Chairman, Parish Council. 

Respectively requested, 

NAME{h a9 {k;f~ 
ADDRESS¢42 ~If 4-'1(, 

fkt...w~ ?J):m/Z-



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
and Members of the Diocesean Council 

Armenian Diocese of Korth America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10015 

Dear Surpazan Hayr and Council Members1 

For a time, I thought that your decisive action to remove 
Der Hayr Kalayjian from St. Mary's Church of Elberon, 1'\.J. ,.,ould 
finally .restore peace and tranquility to this church community. 

This belief hcnvever ,.,as short lived, as I later learned that 
you also chose to dismiss the entire Parish Council without due 
notice nor with the courtesy of an explanation to the church 
membership. 

To my further dismay, I riow learn that you have unilaterally 
decided to appoint a new Parish council with complete disregard 
to the sentiments and opinions of our church membership. Your 
list is not only regarded as biased, but possesses sufficient 
mystery in its preparation, that I can only view it with suspicion 
and with some subversive underlying motive. 

I would be remiss if I did not express my displeasure with 
this intolerable act, but to also show· my contempt ~·ri th your 
selection of certain indivi~uals who I find totallv unacceotable. 

My displeasure at this time can only be expressed by my 
um"illinaness to recognize your new aooointees, and to continue 
support of the Parish Council duly elected by our members. 
~urthermore, as unilateral decisions appear to be one of your 
acceptable '\o.:rorking doctrines, I '\odsh to advise you that I 1-till 
encourage and support the local decision of our membership to 
call a General Assembly meeting to assert our democratic 
''right of choice'' in selecting our Parish Council leaders. 

Respectfully yours, 
/" 

1 ~ 

i j :-/l ;~7 ( 
DATE ___ ~···-,_·-~·~·~-~~-~~'~ 
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CCI Judge John Najarian 

CCI Mr. B. Elian, Chairman, Parish Council 
Mr. Armen Bulbulian, Nrs. Araxy Gokberk, Dr. Anna Haroutunian, 
Nr. John Kaiserian, Mr. Haroot Karakashian, r-:r. George Eazanjian, 
Mr. Sarkis Dadourian, ~r. Hagop Zadigian. 



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
and !-~embers of the Diocesean Council 

Armenian Diocese of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10015 

Dear Surpazan Hayr and Council Membersr 

For a time, I thought that your decisive action to remove 
Der Hayr Kalayjian from st. Mary's Church of Elberon, N.J. would 
finally restore peace and tranquility to this church community. 

This belief however was short lived, as. I later learned that 
you also chose to dismiss the entire Parish Council without due 
notice nor 'vi th the courtesy of an explanation to the church 
membership. 

To my further dismay, I riow learn that you have unilaterally 
decided to appoint a new Parish Council with complete disregard 
to the sentiments and opinions of our church membership. Your 
list is not only regarded as biased, but possesses sufficient 
mystery in its preparation, that I can only view it with suspicion 
and with some subversive underlying motive. 

I would be remiss if I did not express my displeasure with 
this intolerable act, but to also show my contempt ,.,i th your 
selection of certain individuals who I find totally unacceotable. 

My displeasure at this time can only be expressed by my 
unwillinaness to recoanize your new appointees, and to continue 
support of the Parish Council duly elected by our members. 
Furthermore, as unilateral decisions appear to be one of your 
acceptable ·Horking doctrines, I wish to advise you that I will 
encourage and support the local decision of our membership to 
call a General Assembly meeting to assert our democratic 
"right of choice" in. selecting ou~ Parish Council leaders. 

Respectfully yours, 

NAME 

CCa Judge John Najarian 

CCa Nr. B. Elian, Chairman, Parish Council 
Mr. Armen Bulbulian, Mrs. Araxy Gokberk, Dr. Anna Haroutunian, 
Mr. John Kaiserian, Mr. Haroot Karakashian, Mr. George Kazanjian, 
Mr. Sarkis Dadourian, Mr. Bagop Zudigian. 



December 14, 1975 

Archbishop Tonom Manoogian, Primate 
and Members of the .Diocaaan COUMil 

Armenian Diocese o~ North Ameriea 
&JO second Avemae 
New York, New York 10015 

Dear Surpaaan ~r and Ceufteil Members• 

st. Mary•a A.&'Mnian church of El.b«<ron, at the present time 
baa 127 recognised dues paying lllembera. ot thie naber, 22 o~ 
us who ~tltui!e a majority of our .-benhip,wiah to express 
their nn~illlenu by LD4iv&aH DIJ''~ eoncem.fno the reaoval of 
the properly elected an eon rme. Par ah Council and planned 
aa:r&yt;mmt of a new pariah council by the Dloceaa. Ttro aclditdonal 
pet t OIW are alao included by incUviduala who are ll8lllben of the 
Ladies Auxiliary. 

we eensider this an aet of grave injustice with aarioua 
consequences, whieh •-• to reward eOJRe of t.boae vbo in our 
opinion ven iru~t:uraent.al il'l cnatJ.ng our eurrent pro~l-. 

!I ~ in good eonaeittnce aeoapt such appc:d.rtt.aenu and 
an detel'ia~ to p\11"8\\e whatever aeana neceaaai'Y to IU•&tl the 
position of our elected otficiala. 

we do hope that you trill take t.heee ftnt.JJMnu expnaaing 
the will of the majority into aerioaa eonaiderat.ion and aet 
aceorcU.ngly. 

CCt Mr. B. Blian, Cba1Dan, St.. Mary•a Pal"i8h Council 
cc a Judge .:rom Hajariart, Chairman, Dioeeaan couneJ.l 


