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Dear friends: January 1975 

Re: Services rendered in 1975 by 
Archdeacon Levon Hekimian 

I wish to keep ynu informed of services I have been happy 
to render my church 7 st. Marys Armenian Apostolic Church 
in Elberon, N. J., 1n addition to my duties as Archdeacon: 
all expenses absorbed by me unless indicated otherwise. 

1) Most of the clapboard were loose and some were out 
on the outside of the third floor. I replaced them 
with new ones and painted the entire front. 

2) The ceiling of one of the rooms in the basement had 
fallen; in the other room ceiling and walls were de
molished. Installed new ceiling in both rooms, re
paired the walls with sheet rock and painted the!rooms. 

3) Removed two large t~ees from the roots; cut the hedges 
about 500 feet long twice in the season; also trimmed 
large ledge trees about 200 feet long. 

4) Built cement curbs 226 feet long all around the grass, 
painted in yellow, and put sign "Watch the curb." The 
cement was supplied by contractor Joseph Calebratta. 

5) Built sidewalk 33 feet long by 3 feet wide. Expenses 
for this job were paid by the church. Repaired the 
floor of Sunday School porch. 

6) Painted the kitchen and hallway, 8 doors, and fire
place. Painted tables and benches in the picnic area. 

7) In the basement I covered five 30 x 69 inch window 
frames with tar paper. 

8) The electric contractors left 160 feet long big open
ings in the ground. I covered and repaired these holes. 

9) Mrs. Hekimian and I prepare the Mass all year around. 

10) We take care of cleaning the kitchen, hallway, porch 
and around. We furnish all bathroom supplies. 

11) Five gallons of paint were donated by Mr. Albert Har
pootlian for which a "thank you" letter has been sent. 

Submitted by 
Archdeacon Leven Hekimian 
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The Reverend Vertanes Kal~j1an 
315 E1ghth Avenue 
Belmar. Nert Jersey 07719 

Dear Father Vertanes! 

• 

January 19, 1976 

Please be advised that we are in receipt of your letter of December 
9, 1975, presenting your resignation as Pastor of St. Mary Armenian 
Church, Elberon, Ne1 Jersey. ~4e corrmend you on taking this most difficult 
step fn order to ~r1ng about harmony in a very unhappy situation. Your 
resignation 1s a sacrifice that all priests dedicated to their vocation 
should be prepared to take at any time. 

Until such time as we can appoint you to another parfsh, we ask that 
you take no administrative part in the parish 11fe of St. Mar,y's Church; 
neither are you to perform services there, except at our direction. 

The St. M.ary•s Church will pay your stipend for the first three 
weeks of January, after which the Diocese will provide you with half 
of your present weekly salary unt11 such time as a permanent ass1qnment 
can be arranged. This will be in addition to whatever income you may 
derive from honorariums received from any other assignments. 

We hope to communicate with you in the near future. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

. , 
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_ ... ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
1184 OCEAN AVENUE 

ELBERON, NEW JERSEY 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
6)0 -2nd Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminences 

September 29, 1976 

At our last Parish Council meeting on September 16, 
there was a discussion regarding membership dues for· the 
coming election in 1977. The question was raised as to 
whether or not a member at St. Mary's must pay his 1977 

· ' dues prior to the election and, if so, we would appreciate 
I a letter giving us authority to collect such dues prior 

to the election. 

If this is not the case, then we would appreciate 
a letter stating otherwise. 

Respectfully yours, 

j(a,~ w~u; 
Haroot Karakashian, Chairman 
Parish Council 



ST. tWtt•a AIUIII&If APOI!OLIC OHVICK 
U.,. Ooean A.Yel'lue, ll'Mron, B. l. 

11th Parlak Ceuao11 Meetln&, 8a)5 J••• Sept .. ber 1 1 1976 

PIISlDt!a H. l&nkuhlan A. lulbul1an M. hiT& B. Buohak3lan 
<1. P .. aWan A. Rlvaa H. Serabl.arl s. h'Wn31an 

AII.D~• A. taah31an 

JUmat• of Aqut 29th •••Uu wee r-.4t Jerj 1\lohakjian ade a Mtle w 
aeoep-. 'the IU.natea an4 ·Mr. BullN.Ua.n aeeob4414 tct thia •'de. 

In recuct w the $2,200 .. nvaoter•a 'bl4 tel' paint~~ the uterler •t the ohllfth, 
thl.a b14 •• aubtitte4 bJ' llr. RlY&a, CballW.Ilt Bu1J.41DC • Cll-.tmda Ce..t.ttee. 

fltllSVJmR•s RIPOI! nlal "*I 19' ler3 Buobakjl.an u tellew' 

Aa et Aupat 291:b• Plret Jllatleral BaD, teu River $1,44.s.os 
Celenlal llatienal Bank, lla.Dalapan 2,2fl.2.3,. 
l:qawae Sa'YiDa • :t.an 209·52 
·- 3...., lfa'tlaal .... (C..eld••• &..-) ,..., 
Caah en hand.. P.l~J!H 

Mr. laratuhian imi'te4 lin. S'Mven CheobaQ', S'UMiq SehMl SuperlnWM.ent,. 
w be present at tide aeetlnc .. that ahe eo\114 pr•ent her precraa ter the 
Suradq Soh•ol: J'Mr· Recla1int1on tor the ohildren will be helcl en SUI1dq, 
SeJt•'ber 12 at whioh U.e netloea will 'be eat te all Pariahlonen WolwiDa 
th• et the reclatratlon and a1 .. tbat IKACHVBR.U will M elMieft'eC and 1ntonlnc 
everro~te that 'there will Mirt=· C--.len •• thla 4IQ' tel" all oblldren, 'their 
pannta, tuAtl\_.. ud all . D!onera. Alae, 1 t -.. decided by the Pariah 
Council that aantlwlehee w1 'be aened after Divine Litv.rg. 

Mr. BullNllan ad.e a M'tlon 1ibat aaltere •~ the Pariah Oeunell who llWI't .U.e 
Tell telephene oalla per1:a.1n1nc te ohuroh 1Na1n•• preaeat their tel8)aMne 
a1ia'\eaenta w the !reuurer te be nlabtanedJ ler~ hobak31ara aeceD4e4 'h 
thia •tlon. 

Ber3 Buo:bak~lan aade a Mt1en 'M authorise Mr. Rl vaa te replaoe 'the pttera 
en the south aide et the ohuroh lNlldblga •· Gorra eeoonded te this •tion. 

~~. w::r;::t!-: ::J:!S:•l!~:!r "::~J.n*!.i;. a ,.:;1::-:.!:J:O:::.lnc 
rr.a hla ainoe this Parish CoUM11 has been 1n etflce anc1 1fh7 he haan•t 
attended &n7 et our aeetinp. 

Mr. Karakaahiu lnteraH norpae that the nut Pariah CoGDill aeetlnc wlll 
be Sept.•Mr 15 Ul4 Sept.•ber 29• Mr. &lvaa -.de a •"1e te oloae the •••"iDe aNI Mr. !v.1iun~lan --- w thla aotlon. !he Mvetl.o& ad~ollmed 
at UtOO P••• 

Pariah CoUDo11 

Cew te • ,;troh'blshop torba II&M-ciaa 



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
1184 OCBAN AVENUE 

ELBERON, NEW JERSEY 
Sep~ember 16, 1976 

12TH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING • 8a45 p.m. 

PRESENT 1 BISUOP PAPKD 

ABSENT a 

H. Karakaahian A. Bulbullan Mra. M. Gorra 
Mrs. A. Tashjian s. Tutun31an 

B. Buchakjian G. Poosilcian 

A. Rivas H. Serabian 

Bishop Papken was present ~r the firs~ time since he was released from ~he 
hospital. He opened our aeetin« with a prayer. 

Minutes of the 11th Pariah Coundl meeting on September 1st were readt Mr. Rivas 
•de a motien to accept the Minutes and Mr. futunjian seconded to this motion. 

Mr. Alex Maacurian called Mr. KuaJat.shlan all4 reported 'that he will try to 
attend our next meetingt Mr. fl.aaourian stated that he has been ill. 

Mrs. Gorra. reperted that atter attending Ladies' Guild meeting on Sept. llf., 
e waen stated that they would like to have Cultural Day on Sunday, Oct. 24, 
rovided that this is all right w1 th Pariah Council. Mr. ICarakaahian stated 
. t he had alrudy contacted Mr. Jack Antreaaaian and -.de arrangements for 
.u:nd.ay, October 17, to have Mr. Nubar 1Cupellan to be the guest speaker on 
otober 17, tor Cultural DQ at st. Mar.r'•• alao, Mr. Jtarakaahian baa contacted 
iaa Tal\Va Hovnanian to plq the piano on that day. Mr. 1Carakaah1an will con
ct l4r8. NaJarian 'to clear the date tor Cultural Day as October 17. Mr. 

-.-.J ........ "-..shian informed the council that John Chakamian will be Chairman tor 
.ul tural Day • 

Biahop Papken mentio.-4 that he has an hour long fila on Et~iasdin and per
haps at a fUture dat• it could be shown to all parishioners an4 interested 
persons at the church hall. 

Bishop Papken suggested that a clearing committee be organised so that the 
Y&rious Armenian organiu:tiene 1n our ooauni ty will not have a conflict in 
events. Mra. Gorra will write te A.G.B.U., Araenian Cultural Association, 
Araenian Relief Society • and Xnighte et Vartan. Halg Serabian suggested that 
on the bact et the Gantech a oalenda.r of events should be listed tor all 
Armenian organizations and head it as CoiDDlunity Events. 

Mr. Rivas, Chairman ot Building A Greunds Co.ai ttee. reported that the tleor 
ot the perch is c .. pleteda also that weather permitting the gutters will be 
replaced. Mr. Bul'bullan reported that aae donations have already been received 
tor the painting ot the church. Mr. brakashian stated that he has ordered a 
new sign for the exterior ot the church •sT. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH•. 
Also, under the cross on the outside of the church a night Ught automatically 
opera ted will be installed.. 



PAGE 2 

There was discussion regarding membership dues tor the coming election in 
1977• The question is that there isn't &nJ information that states whether 
or not ever, member has to pay his 1977 dues before the el~ion in order to 
vote. 1'heretore, Mr. Bulbulian made a motion to write to Archbishop TorJtom 
Manoogian and ask him what the procedure will be tor the 1977 election 
at St. Mar;y's and find out whether the members have to pq be.tore vo1:i:ng 
and if so to give us authority in writing to ask parishioners for 1977 
dues before voting. Mr. 'futunjian seconded to this motita. 

Mr. Rivas made a motion to close the meeting and Mr. Serabian seconded to this. 
Meeting adjourned at llalO p.a. and Bishop Papken closed the meeting with a 
pncyer. 

Copy to 1 ;~chbiahep Terkoa IWleogian 

Trlr. Katll)'ashian sugges'ted that Mr. Jack Antreassian•s letter o:t August 2, 1976, 
regarding announcem.ents from the altar be incorporated in the Minutes so that 
it will be on record a 

••••••• "The practices of our church with regard to announcements from the 
altar are as 1'ollona 

"1. 

"2. 
"J. 

They must be kept to an absolute minimum. The altar cannot be 
used as an advertising medium. Seme of our churches have even 
adopted the ,.lief ot aald.~ no announcements at all, issuing 
instead a weekly bulletin (a4meographed) tor distribution each 
Sunday. containing all relevtnt anneunceaenta. 
rml.y ma ttere ceneeming the church can be announced from the altar. 
And even with church announctllents, we must be very select1 ve and 
announce only matters et some importance, and not just everything 
that we want to bring to the public's attention. 1.t'hese must be 
done b,J other means. 
There ae ne exceptions with regard to non-church groups. 
There is a general exception, however. Non-church matters et national 
!aport, such as the Lebanon campaign, tor example, are werth any 
attention we can give 1 t. And in such instances we must use our 
geod judgmant or apply to the Diecese for guidance. 

Sincerel,v • 
/s/ Jack Antreassian" 
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~t. o1J(a'Ty ~ c/l-'lm£rzian c/l-po1-tofic Cfzu-z.ch 
1184 OCEAN A VENUE 

EI.BERON. NtW reBSEY 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Armenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

The Parish Council is now busily engaged in organ
izing and preparing for your official visit here 
the weekend of July 16th and 17th, 1977. 

Surpazan Hyre, preliminary plans have been made 
for your banquet on Saturday, July 16th at approx
imately 7:00 P.M. We hope this will meet with your 
itinerary. 

Transportation will be provided by St. Mary's Church 
per your directive. In addition, it is requested 
that the Very Rev. Khajag Barsamian accompany you 
on your visitation and assist you during the Badarak 
on July 17th. We hope this meets with your approval. 

We request your guidance in the above mentioned mat
ter. 

HK:rd 

May 23, 1977 

Respectfu~)l' yours, 

J!!?di ~;:~L~~ 
Haroot Karakashian 
Parish Council Chairman 


