
Mr. Armenak Bulbulian 
Chairman. Parish Council 
St. Mary Armenian Church 
Elberon, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Bulbulian: 

January 13, 1971 

We are pleased to grant approval for the convening of your 
Parish Assembly on January 24, and for the election of a Parish 
Council and one Diocesan Delegate. Along with this, of course, 
it is understood that there will be election or appointment of 
other committees as needed by your Parish and permitted by our 
By-Laws. 

Minutes of the Assembly, as well as the names of the Parish 
Council members and your Delegate, should be sent to us 
iamediately for approval and confirmation. 

We hope and pray that your Assembly will prove fruitful, an 
appropriate beginning to a year of service to our Church and Lord. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



t 
St. Mary's Armenian Apostolic Church 

0 111• IIIJB .ltl 
•:• " 7 .... 

1184 OCEAN AVENUE 

ELBERON. NEW JERSEY 

Telephone: 222-0127 

.J-anuary 11, 1971 

Archbishop 'J.'orkom ,illianoogi an., .t"rimate 
Armenian uiocese of ~orth America 
630 Second Avenue 
.New York, New York 10016 

.uear SUrpazan, 

The .t"arish Council, at its .I.Jecember 18, 1970 meeting, decided to 
hold a General membership •eeting for the election of 1971 Parish 
Council members and other offices. 

I am enclosing the letter which was sent to all paid members and 
other individuals in our community. in this letter, the details 
of the meeting are described in full. 

r have also previously sent you a list of paid members of the St. 
Mary's armenian Apostolic Church of ~lberon, N. J. At the end 
of 1970, we had seventy eight (78) paid members. ~~elve (12)ad
ditional new members have also paid their dues, but these names will 
be entered in 1971. 

r wouma also like to mention that our church has fully paid its 
1970 dues to the Diocese. 

'fhe Arm.ual 1-'arish Assembly will take place Sunday, January 24, 1971. 
£'residing will be nev. Vertanes Kalayjian of Union City. I hope 
this meets with your approval. 

AB:jc 
c.c.: Rev. Vertanes ~alayjian 

Respectfully yours, 

~~uiM~ 
ARMEN BULBULI.AN 
Chairman, 1-'arish Council 



Dear Parishioners: 

ST MAFY 1 S ARiv!EJ.\JIP1~ APOC:~TOLIC CHURCH 
1184 OCEAN AVENUE 

ELBERON, N.J. 
January 5, 1971 

On Suncay, January 10, 1971, we will have church service. Father Ver
tanes Papazian will officiate. PleaGe have this cate in mind. Following 
the church service, a Turkey Dinner will be served. 

After one year of intense activity, the combined efforts of the various 
organizE;tions of the church with the Parish colmcil produced what we hope
fully think a very successful season. The succef3S of this work imposes up
on us CPrtain oblig8tions, the principPl of which is the election of 2 rep
resentative perish Council with all u-,r; privileg'''' anc the rcspon;~ibHl ties 
of such a body. Based on this concept, the PC~ri~>h Council selt-cted Jrn~J.:;ry 

21~, 1971, as the day for general elections. All persons who have teen bap
tized in the Armenian Church end accept the doctrine of the church ere con
sidered members of good standing end 1::'-S such can otten~ the meeting l"nd par
ticipr-lte in discussions. However, only those members who have paid their 
annual dues can participate in tbe election of officers or adoption of res
olutions. January 24, 1971 will be r, very important day for the Armenian 
community of this ~rec and we expect ~nd ~rge everyone to attend this meet
ing. 

The program for January 24 is cs follows: 
A. Church Service from 10:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
B. Dinner vd1l be served from 1:00 - 2:30 P.M. 
C. Parish .Asseml;ly meeting: for elections, organizntionel re

ports, Ddoption of resolutions, and, discussions on importe..nt 
issues ~Nill st&rt at 2:30 P.M. 

Those members who for V8rious r£asons cannot ettend church service or dinner 
should meke every effort to be present at the meeting. 

The Parish Council, on the suggestion of its President, F[tther Ver
t~'n"' s Kdayjifln, hr;s selected a nominating committee composed of : Mr. H • 
.Alfxanivn, ChE' irmen, Mr. S. Tutunj i~m, Mr. G. Kazanj ifm, Mr. A. Gokberk, and 
Mrs. G. Ch1:1kemian AS members of this committee. They will select the candi
crtes for eoch office ~nd present it to the Perish Assrmbly for election. 
A SDmplc bAllot \''ill he printed in the coming issm of the Gantegh for your 
convenience rnrl study. 

The offices for election are as follows: 
1. Perish Assembly officers-Cnndid£Jtes for thc- Plf:ction of n pre

siding officer Md n secretnry. The presiding officer will 
direct the general elections <mel o+bt~r mettf;rs. 

2. Parish Council members for l97lr9 mnnbers v'ill he clce;t-,-c from 
the crndidr.tes presented to the m< :ohers. 

3. Election of c nomim;ting committee for 1971. 
4. Election of on eucli ting commi ttt:·E- for 1971. 
5. The E:~lection of [!_ niocCSI;n dclEgE:tc rnc ell rl tcrnrtc for f' per

icc' of 4 yer:rs. The dclcgPte represents our p·Jrish in the Di
ocescm Assembly which meets ,-nnur lly during thefirst week of 

Also:. on 
A. 

Mcy. 
the f' gende1 I' re t:Oe 
Building commi ttr::,c 
ing r nev,· church. 

follo·v-in- topics for general discussion: 
rt: _:,c:rt, r·:1c' discussion of ,'?l[;ns for build-

B. Church m(•mbershi p c: uc: s. 
C. Summer rrsidcnts. 
D. f;equ• st by St. N;:,rscs Theologic1l School to USf: the church 

tuiloing;;;3"uring p<'rt of August 1971, for rEligious studies. 
:JI Sincerely, 

f(Vv Arm En Bul bulian, Ch<~-1 rman, 
rhv PrTish Council 
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April 26,1972 

Nr:. John Cba kana ian, Cha ipan 
st. Maxy•• Armenian Cmuch Pltrishcouncil 
1184 oc: .. n Avena. 

... /~lberon, Bew Jersey 

Dear Mr. Cbakamiana 

I am writing thia letter to you on behalf of 
Archdeacon Levon Bekiaian, whom I have known for 
many years. 

A long time ago, whea the Araenian Dioaue was 
considering the eatablitl~nt of a "suamer" church at 
Elberon, the then ArchbiabOp Srpa zan .Mampre ca lfayan 
asked the newly ordained Archdeacon L.Von Bekimian to 
assume the responsibility of maintaining the buildiDg 
and gro\JR4s of the new church on a year-round basis 
and to participate in the religious services according 
to the ritea aDd privilegea of his rank. Beedleaa to 
say, you may recall that tiM! building was in need of a 
treMndowa aaowat of repair a ad aa inteu nee which 
Arcbdeacoa Bekimian was only too happy to be able to 
c011plete. .In return for this service, be was promised 
that he could live on tbe aai4 pr~es for the rest of 
his life, or, for as long as ~ chose to re.-in there. 
'l'hese arrang .. ents were agreed upon in the presence of 
Parish Council meabere of various churches at a meeting 
that was. held at the Diocesan office in Bew York. 

Archdeacon Bekimian is in receipt of your recent 
letter of April 12th and baa asked me, as a aember of 
tbe earlier caaaittee, to bear witness to the promises 
which were made at that time. llfot only do I atteat to 
the feet that auch a meetiag did take place and that 
theee decisions were fully agreed apon by thoae present, 
bat also, 1, as an Armenian who has dedicated all of my 
life to seJ,'ve Armenian causes and more apecifically, to 
the care of aged Armea.tana, am now appealing to your 
conscience to pe~it thia elderly gentleman, who baa 



aane4 the obvoh fai~hf•lly f• all thetle reul, .& 
lift oat the J:ee't of hl.a life ia tbe 0011fon and 
secnu:i'ty of bia faailiu 8\IITOundinga. 

't'beze 18 no qu.atica that we, at the a-rson AJ3eaiata 
ao.., wota14 be bappy to •k• 1'0011 fa llill hue, •• •• aged 
homeleaa Araeni.an, ·even though we are tilled to capacity. 
Bowewa-, X c:aa fully arulez'ataAd •·ad app~:eaiate Al'ob
deaeon Beld.llialt•a plea t.o recall the earlier neg«RiatloM 
whioll paoovided hill vi tb an aaauaaoe that be would never 
be evicted f» m the pnad.aea of st .. Mary's Armenian 
ApotU:.ol..t.o C!buoh ia Bll:leron, .., Jeaney, and hu appeal 
for •Y aae1etaaee to present the faeta aa I knew them to 
be. -

we an al~awan of 'tM growing aeed for aore and 
better spaoe, 'pa~:tlcularly einoe t.~rmenian OOIIII\11\ity 
at tme aeaahoJ:a, •• w11 •• everywbe're 1a 9t!MI"Bl, 18 
rapidly expa-'1A9· Rowwer, I tine! it very difficult to 
l:leliAv• that there 18 a:beollately no way for the JWMeftt 
Jlal"iah Cou.eil of st.. -~·· Cbuch ia Zlltel'oa to falf111 
t.he earlier obligationa to bia, and that you have aak .. 
hilt to vaaat• a hC'oliN in which he has lived for maay 
yean, aDd t• wbiah be us worked eo hard. 'l'o deps:ive 
hila of h1a reaponail:tt.litiea towards~ the ohUI'c:h aQCS h1a 
close affiliation with tbe anivitiu there would ))a ~o 
deatsooy hila a a a lu:u•n being. suel:r th• mem~ of the 
PaS"iah Cot:JDCil woa14 not want to be held reaponeible fOI' 
aucb ~ intv.a~~~e, i:rre•pou~le an4 qjut. t:natment to• 
•rcls a ua who baa c!ec!.t.ce~ bimllelf to ~he A..-aiaa 
people and church wi~•~ qQBStion or hesitation. 

~we ax. ottea ••ke4 why oc rnaw •~»~~ ••• 
•tvaa• oft• t¥cta ohUJ:'Ch a ftitiatioll. '-'Uaiag ••Y an 
old penoa C1'0111 a honte he waa pi'Oiaiae4 would be hia for 
tbe rest of hie .life# woa.ld be nne more c:raclc: in en 
alnady weak••d chaill. The ohuah, too, -.t meet iu 
reapouiW.lit..f.elt and liv. ap 'to ita paooaieea. Row •• w 
tell youag people to do good, to have faith aDd to aern 
the chtJZ"CI'b, wh• all they oan ... ia b.l'okea p:cais .. aad 
ft898tive aabetiona .iapoaed on thoae who hn'e devoted ~11' 
lives to tile acviae of --iz chuch? 

I aiMenly hope that yoa ead the othc •!~ben of the 
Pariah COuaoil will reevaluttt yoar ea,rlJ.eJ' poait.ion 
J:egar41Ag AJ:cbdeacoa Bakitd.an aDd will ,_ able to f1a4 a 
sol\lt.ion which will penit him t.o li~n tbe church 9Jl0_.. witho\lt hiAdea-iag ro• pleM i• expena1on of the 
bu.ildiaga. 



Mr. Jo~a Chakaaian 
Chairaaa of Pa~ish Council 
St. l•fa.ry Artaeaiaa Ch.arch 
1184 Oceaa Avenue 
P. o. Box 271 
Elberon. New Jersey 07740 

We deeply regret that we cannot be with you in 
persoa oa this oe~asioa. We would have auch pre
ferred to expreas our joy directly. It is a profound 
spiritual fulfill .. at for us to see a parish grow 
and develop. with youn1 aad vlaorous leadership; to 
see it expaa4 its services to our ••••uaity. to see 
it broaden into a true spiritual aa4 social aoae for 
otar people. 

The St. Mary Parish of Elberoa has achieved 
precisely this, aad the aost strlkiaa evidence is the 
assiaaaeat of a f~ll-tiae pastor to serve as the shep
herd and Jpirltua1 leader of the parish. ~is is a 
clrcuastance la which we rejoice. 

An able youag priest. Father Vertaaes will bring 
fulfilluat to the as pi rati«uu of your coaauni ty. Ue 
will provide the spiritual leadership so iaportaat 
to parish progress. But lt would be a serious mistake 
to believe tkat tne assignaeat of a pastor ia aay way 
cbaages tae caaracter of your responsibilities as 
parishioaers. Tke priest is not the Church. All of 
you toaether are the Cburch. Before the aasiaa•ent 
of Fataer Vertaaes, you as a bo4y of parishioDers were 
tae Caurch. 



Mr. John Chakaalan 
August 14, 1972 
Page 2 

Now you have a spiritual leader and an ally in 
this sacred task of serving our Lord, our Church, and 
our }>eople. 

This is a new beginning for the St. ~ary parish, 
full of hope for the future. We pray that that hope 
will be realised in full. We know it will be realized 
if you eoAtiaue to work together, for the holy purposes 
that distinauish our efforts, if you continue to work 
for each other, fer the ultimate good of our Church, 
and for the welfare of our people. 

We pray that the Lord aay bless you all. 

ATM/ec 

Prayerfully_ 

Archbishop Torkoa Naaoogian 
Primate 

- " 
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· · · F~bruary 7, 1975 .· 

"'Mrs. · Araxy Gokberk ~-"' · · : ! · : 

. Chairman, Nominating Connnittee •:. · 
; 20 7 6th Avenue 

Asbury Park, N.Y. 07712 

Dear Mrs •. , Gokberk: .• ·. · ' ,.r'l.l 

.- ... 

•, 

. ' 

·,'I 1 

., ' 

,·,'I 'ii' 

·· A. se~ies of questions was. posed ·in your· letter of:· Januciry '. 
:·24, .to which we address ourselves as follows:· · ,., ,; 

::·1.~ . The parish priest is president 'of all cormnittees, includ-. 
ing the Nominating Committee, apd can sit and participate 
in that capacity. The council-chairman should not parti-_ 
cipate. · · 

.. .. '', 

2. The Nominating Committee cannot be told by· anyone what 
· names to put on the slate. The parish priest, as presi-, 
dent,·can participate in the deliberations and suggest 
and discuss along with the other members. · . The· connni ttee · · 

,;, 

• ~,.-· I 

''f,'. ~ '· 

··.. ,,,(''\"; 
: !. 

as a whole will decide. what names should be on the slate. · .... 
r. 

j;·'• 

·' · 3. a. Yes, a perso~ must be a member for one year before 
' ~ ~ 

··· · ,., . he -is. eligiblf3 to h~la 9ffic~. ~-! " ... ···~ . _ ~,; . .·, 
" 

If he joins in the middle o~ the year, it cannot be 
interpreted that he is a mell\Per for that entire .· . 
calendar year. The year ·of J,lis ·personal membership 
begins from the date he paid his dues and officially .. 
became a member. 

4. ·. It ·has been customary to ask outgoing members whether they 
wish to serve again, but there is no rule or law in our 
Diocese that makes this obligatory. If the Nominating 
Committee so decides, it'need not ask them • 

.· s. The practice of almost all of our parishes has been that 
members may duly participate ana st~d for of~ice in the 

(cont' d) 
I' ' 

. ' ' 
·.1 '·,. 

f . ·, ' ' .,. t ! ; 
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,' 1975 assembly (since it pertains t;p the 1974 year), if they have 
paid their 1974 dues prior to the convening of that assembly. It 

, will be difficult to change the practice overnight, though it 
would be our wish for 1975 dues to have been paid promptly and 
early in the year. 

6. The Nominating Committee must prep~re and present a slate con
taining two names for every office to be filled, no more and no 

. less. 1 

7. The Nominating Committee may not l~st the names of the candidates 
haphazardly or whimsically. This ~ust be done either in alpha
betical order, or in an order determined by drawing lots. 

8. If a person wishes to withdraw his name, he will have to make 
his wishes known to the Assembly, if the ballot has already 
been printed when he informs the Nominating Committee of this 
change of mind. If the ballot has not yet been printed, his · 
name must be removed from the ballQt. If there is no time to 
find another name before the ballot is printed, that additional 

· name may be given to the Assembly py the Nominating Committee 
with the explanation of why it cou+d not be listed on the ballot. 

Finally, if Diocesan represen;ation is requested at your 
Parish Assembly, the request can oijly be made by the Parish 
Priest and the Parish Council. · 

cc. Fr. vertanes Kalayjian 

.. 

Pray~rfully, 

(jj,.l;__~~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

' <, 

''·':.:!..r -"' . ..;,.,...._.~ ··~-·.,,··.~/r'•l'lo"<:;~·•it' ,.w,,_., .. 'll'"•w.••"-::'·"~• ,.•· 
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~ To~ M¥oo&'&IJ._1/? . Gl . ·~ _ ,.: _,., ~ 1 /• .. 1J / 
Prlmat.e ~· ~~~A/02) ~~ 
6~ Seccmd A vaaua 
a. to~, N. t. 10016 

Dear SUpuan lfa7r• 

w., the !bdrat.t.Dg Collllllittee, ot st;. Mar7'a Ameulan Cbvch oE ElberoA, u. J., 
who were ~elected at the last Par.lsh Aa&OJnbl71 are bavi.Da a:»mo problans and 
would appnc1ate 70V gu:ldaDce. 

QlJBSflOI 1. 

QlJISI'IOI 2 • 

Sbould the Pariah Pl"lest aa4 Parlsh Cba!rmal1 elt lD OD 
I 

tbe Nomilla till& Comm1 tt.ee meetizr&a7 

Should the .Rominat.ins COIIIIIittee be told b7 the Parilh 
frJ.est and Parish Cba1rmaD vbat DUeS to put OD the 
ballot7 

QVESTIOI 3. (a) Doea the person have to be a member tor ODe~ 
betore he mA1' be eligible tor ott.l.ce'l 

(b) It a person firat becoi488 a duea-paJJ.Da member lD 
Algust 1974, does that. auto.maticallT aean that he la a 
dues-pqiag member £of' the l2 apntha of l97Ul 

QUBS!IDI 4~. Ie t.ha tJond.naU na Comltit.tee obl.S.go.ted ~AS A r.A'l'l'ER OP 
COURTE'Sl" to an outs~.ns iarlab CouncU Melllber, to 
place b1a DUne on the. uv ball.ot7 · 

Jle&u'd1lrl ArU.cle 6 "Duoa are pqable 1Q adlance on .Jazma17 l ot each 

~·······" 
QVES'IIOJI 5. Does the above mean that in ol'dor to be eJ.SIIlbl.e to holcl 

elective ott1ce or to vote at our iebJouaq .16• 197S 
Pariah Assembly meeting, a past dues~ member muat 
have paid his or her 1974 dues before Janu&17 11 1975? 

BJ-Lawa natea"Tb.e Hom1ut1JJ& Ccmmd.ttee aball prepare :iiata of 
caad1datn, 4'nlble the mabel' ot wcanc1ea for the eloctlon of 
Pariah CouQcll. ••••••• " 

QUIB!'IOH 6. Does the lio:m:I.Jaatbg Commlttee bate tb.e autborlt7 
to more thaD double the number ot caadldatea 1£ thq 

. 80 td.ah? 

QliiSfiOI ?. Doea tbe Hollliu.ti.Dg Comittee have the autbor.l.t:v, after 
prepvlrw ita list ot C&Dd1datee1 to put these Dallle8 1n 
fit;{ orda' it w1ahee on the ballot,, whether S.t, be 

(a) &lpbabetlcal order 
(b) 1D ozodel" detenaiD.ed 'b7 ~ lots, or 
(o) or Just. place « a 'R ora ~ ballot aa tbe 

collldttee cbooses? 

:r:-· ~,:~-·· ' ... ~---· '~ 'fl";~~-r-··,:···.: .. ·· .. :'l!,"'"-""7'~- .. -_,.-:,_~-~~-~~-.,__.--~----.·~··-;."--:-·'-. ·-. --r:-, 
~ /; ·-~ ' 

--"'',. 

·I··' .···• 
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f'he ballot. is prepared and ldgDed ae ftDal b.T the J NoJd-natl.Qg Colaittee' NlllbeN 
aad c:lWD to the farlsh Priest !'or publicatr.ton. A person uhose ,._ epp-.ra 
on the ballot. decides to withdraw his nue. 

rwmm.H 6. Io it uot proper, that; at tbia atage, tbe person td.Bh:lDg redgnatJ.on 
make h18 resignation from the f"loor on tho da7 ot the Parish Aeaemb.ly .eUng? 

The above are so~ne questioDII w would like to bave answerod 1n ~· 
It is lz.portant that we have tb1a iDtormatioa as soon as possible to a~id , 
more problesns. 

3lDce we have been getting diacrepant ansnra aDd ftrl.ous .t.nterpretaU.oua 
ot tbe i7•1Aw boll autho~t.at.lve ABIIlbe~s ot our Farish, we feel we need Jtlur 
utmoat tuidlmce and cona1derat.1on at this t;I.Iile on the above. 

We ~ request a Mlllber of the..Diocee-.n Counotl or other dl117 
autJwr.laed representative thereot, attend tJle Annual PariGh AasemblT mee~ 
to be held at tho Qm.rch Ball, ll8la Oceaa Avenue, Elbenm, N. J., on Sllrlda,;r, 
Febl'U.Al'7 16, 1975 • 

. Please reply cl1rectJ7 to us. 'l'llank1Dg ,ou klnc:IJ¥. 

~Gokbefk 
Cbd.nlall, Mpldnatlng Colam:l.ttee 

207 6thA~ 
isbur.Y ~~ N. J. OTfl,2 

Vlrg1Jd.a 11. Dede1an , 
.. 

",,· . 
.(~ . ' 

. \ 

~ '• . : 



Mr. Rickard Thomas Sahaaian 
102 12th Aveaue 
Belmar, Mew Jersey 07709 

Dear Mr. Sahagian: 

Pebruary 13, 197S 

Your letter of Pebruary 8 and the seatiaents you ex· 
pressed concerniag a life tn the ministry made us very 
happy. 

It would please us very auch if you would coatiaue your 
coasidention in talks with Pr. Vertaaes aad arrance, 
through hia, to see Pr. Iaretin XaspariaB who, as our 
director of reeruitaents, can discuss with you all the 
various aspects of such a c:otBi tment. 

Pr. Karekia will be in touch with us for a subsequent 
meeting together. 

We pray that God may bless you and guide you always. 

cc: Pr. Vertaaes Kalaydjiaa 
Pr. Karekin Kasparian 

vb 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkoa Manoogian 
Priaate 



February 8, 1975 

Archbishop Torkom :Manoogian 

Primate 

Armer.ian Chulch of America 
630 Second AYenue 
New York, Nev York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

Greetings in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ, 

Our Lord. 

As a parishioner of St. Mary's Armenian Church, 
in Elberon, N.J., I have begun to seriously consider 
a life in the ministry of the Word of God, and I 

would deeply appreciate your prayers and advice in 
this matter. 

Der Hayr Kalayjian and Deacon L. Hekimian have 
encour8ged me to write to you, and Choirm2ster 
Christophorian has helped me, by enriching my 
aJjpreciation of the Church service. 

In closing, may I pray that the Love and Wisdom 

of Our Lord always dwell with you, Amen. 



Rev. l! ... r. Vertanes Kalayjian 
st. Mar.t Armenian Churc."' 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Post Office Box 63 
Elberon, N.J. 07740 

Dear Fr. Vertanes: 

~!arch 21, 1975 

We have received the minutes of the parish assembly held 
on February 16, and under separate cover have confirmed the 
elections of your parish council members. 

:In reading the minutes, however, we noted a number of 
procedural matters and decisions that were in contravention 
of our by-J.aws. We have some other qeneral impressions as wall, 
which we would like to brinq to your and your parish's attention 
during a personal visit and discussion. 

As to the by-laws matters, we urge that all your parish 
council members, assembly o~fioers, all parishioners in fact, 
faailiarize themselves with the sections of the by-laws that 
relate specifically to parish assemblies. 

Some notes for your immediate attention: 

Annual parish assembly (article 113) means onoe a year. 
Any other assemblies fall into the category of Special 
Parish Assemblies for which there is provision in the by
laws (I 15) • All assemblies are convened with the approval 
of the parish council (113). The council chairman presides 
at Special Assemblies ( tl8) • Special assemblies may also 
be called upon written request of at leqst one-~~ird of 
the total membership, or fifty members of the parish, which
ever is the lesser (115). 

Assembly officers are to be elected by secret ballot 
(121); Assembly officers are to be elected, so that the 
customary (?) appointment of a vice chairman is out of 
order (114a). The agenda of the assembly is to be prepared 



Rev. F'r. Vertanes Kalayj ian 
Elberon, t:l. J. 

- 2 -

by the priest and council and can be changed or added 
to only by vote of the Assembly ( 116) • 

There are still othar matters, but this may suffice until 
we meot. Meanwhile deciiion t2 on page 7 of your minutes must 
be considered void, since the special assembly may be called 
only through the procedures and for the purposes outlined in 
the by-laws. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom ~,ianoogian 
Primate 



. 
~~,,:_," 

«;-... -- :.,....·
--~-- ,.. 

Mr. Barkev E11an 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. Mary Anueatan Cburcb 
1187 Ocean Avenue 
Sea Brt gbt, New Jersey 07760 

Dear Mr. E11an: 

July 21, 1975 

A great dell was latd bare at our aeettng tbe other night, and we 
are grateful tbat we had u opportunity to discuss with yoar council 
and pastor at least sa. of tbe utters that llave caused s0111 
estraAge~~Ut fn your c~tty. It was, of course, 1IIPOSS1ble to 
cover everything, nor necessary perhaps, sfnce an 111Pro.-ent 1n 
tbe situation will depend first aact foreiiOSt on the attitudes of 
those tavol ved. 

We pray that thfs wfll happen, because we feel that it is always 
&test tf such probliiiS are resolved by tbe parish leadership, with 
so. guidance from our office, rather tbaa tftrough a resolution by 
the Primate and Diocesan Council. 

It is our hope that the steps we discussed fa our RHtfng will coa
trtbute to sudl a resolution. We wtsh to tet tbem down here aad 
urge your i..,dtate attention to thellt. 

1. The ageadu of all parish councn 11Ht1ngs w111 be prepared by 
tbe President, Cblff"IIID and Secretary, c:0111ag together tn person 
at a conveatent tt• prior to the couacn meetings. 

2. Open parish council •ettngs will be dfsc:onttnued t .. cuatelJ, 
and the parish will be so .fnfo,.d. Any .alllber wtsbiag to be 
hurd by the c:ounc:n on a particular subject is free to c:OII
muntcate with the cbafnaan or presidellt to Mke such an trrMge
lleftt. ff fn their judgment tt should be allowed. 
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3. All •11 seat to tiNa prlsb wtll be opened by the paateP ~-. 
will as expe4ftfot~Sly as possible see to it tttat appropriate 
perseas recetw lllltat •fl fs tatemlecl for tbM aad thetr 
c:a.tttees. The chatl'lllft ts to be apprtsecl fWOIIJ)tly of an 
correspoadellce of eo.cn taterast cw nqah1ag eo-en 
atteatioa or acUon. 

4. T8e Coencfl is to 1av1te Ute ~taa Scbool a.fttee te a 
Jot at -tiag at tile Mrl test convetrteat .... t. 

5. W1tb ~rd to aew IIIIIIMn, they are aot to lw: treated tn 
uy way d1ffeN8t1y ,,. aray other .... rs. Jf ta tile 
Couadl's judglht certain fafo,.ttea 1s f"eCCIIfred, tt aust 
be requtrect of all ••ters. The ftftta paragrapb of your 
..-enll1p c:bafn~~~~'s letter to nw p&rfslttoaers eauot a. 

r"·~l:dreta.-.cl as operattwe. Mer co the f'ovth questtea of the 
questfonnatre. 

Mr. Aatrusstan wtll coatfaue to be our ltafson w1tll your parish; 
tt fs our &lope tlaat be will be ale to laelp to ease ufstfat 
ais..-rstalldtap. Please see that he fs fnY1te4 to all -ttags; 
be wUl tf'Y to attead as •RY as posstt.le. We llawealso asted hta 
to 111et wtth the treasurer ltld pastor to ex•t• all tile record
taeptag lllethods. As noted at the -t181. he wtn prepare a •• 
Mnhtp form tbat wtll tllllwace all tile •tarta1_ you feel it ts 
necessary to bave. but will be fa a fot'll tllat can be sut te all 
llllllbers. w1tft u ..,,.,.tately COYertag letter. He w111 be 1a 
toudt wtta you ta tile next few days. 

' 
If any serfOIIS •tters arise, please c~tcate ettller witt\ Mr. 
Aatreus1aa or wttta ourselves directly. 

cc: Reverend Yertuu lalayjt• 

Prayerfully, 

ArcRDtsaop Torkoll Manoogta 
Prt•te 



The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian 
Pastor and President of Parish Council 
St. Mary Armenian Church 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon. New Jersey 07740 

Dear Father Yertanes: 

October Z9, 1975 

At its meeting of October 14, 1975, the Diocesan Council gave due con
sideration to the difficulties existing in the Elberon Parish of the St. 
Ma~ Armenian Church, having before it information and knowledge derived 
from: 

1. Conferences of tbe Primate and Diocesan Cluncil Chairman 
with the Pastor and Parish Council Chairman. 

2. Various reports submitted by representatives of the Dio
cesan Council. 

3. Other reports, letters and petitions directed to the Dio
cesan Council. 

4. A meeting, held on October 14. 197?) of tbe Primate, Dio
cesan Council, Pastor and Parish tounci1. 

The decision of the Primate and the Diocesan Council • with regard to the 
St. Mary Armenian Church of Elberon, New Jersey, to be fn force until further 
notification in writing by the Primate and the Diocesan Council, is as follows: 

1. The convening of the Parish Assembly is hereby suspended 
until further notification. 

2. The Pastor of the Church shall continue to car~ out his 
customary duties. and shall receive his salary and other 
monetary benefits as under present policy in effect until 
such time as he 11111 be reassigned by tbe Primate, which is 
under advisement at the present time. 
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3. The present Parish Council members are hereby removed from 
office. The present Chafnaan, Recording Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Parish Council. together with the Pastor 
as President. are directed to carry on the affairs of the 
Parish and function as a temporary committee under appoint
ment of the Pri~~ate and the Diocesan Counetl; all decisions 
taken by this temporary committee shall be subject to the 
avproval and ratification of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Cowlc11. The minutes of the temporary conJittee•s meetings 
IIUSt be submitted promptly to the Prtraate. 

4. All committees previously appointed by the Parish Council 
shall cease to function. 

5. The Pastor and the temporary committee shall be charged with 
running the affairs of the Parish in an orderly fashion and 
on an interim basfs. 

6. The Diocesan Delegate sball continue in office. 

It is ~ intent of the Primate and the Diocesan Council that the 
ElberotJ Parish shall continue to be functional and that its affairs be 
conducted without interruption for the best interests of fts parishioners 
and the Af'lllnian Cburcb of America. The Primate and the Diocesan Council 
are cognizant of the difficult task ahead for all concerned, but feel that 
with proper COlllftUnicatton and cooperation the needs of the Parish will be 
met unt11 such time as the Parish 1s again able to direct 1ts .an affairs. 

Any person acting contrar.y to the intent of tbts decision will be 
dismissed by the Pritllte and the Diocesan Council, our expectation being 
that all efforts shall be in the best interests of the Church and the 
Diocese. 

cc. Chairman, Parish Council 
Mr. Barkev Eltan 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Mr. John Chakamian 
5 Ned·Court 
Middletown, Hew Jersey 07748 

Dear Mr. Chakamian: 

.. 

November 18, 1975 

For some time the Diocesan Council has been concerned wfth the diffi
culties that have unfortunately beset the St. Mary Parish of Elberon, Hew 
Jersey. We have looked into the matter from a variety of vantage points, 
seeking a way to restore the parish to the hannony it once enjoyed. 

After long and patient consideration, the Diocesan Council determined 
that the only practical solution lay 1n the prompt change of parish leader
ship, and its meeting of November 11 decided to suspend the parish council 
and make arrangements for the reassignment of the pastor, and follow this 
with the appofn~nt of a new parish council to conduct the affairs of the 
parish for an indefinite period, responsible to the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council. The appointed parish council will continue 1n office until the Dio
cesan Council feels assured that the parish can again unage its own fffafrs, 
at which time a parish asseMbly will be convened and parish administration 
will be restored to customary procedures. 

It is our most earnest hope that you wn 1 accept appointment as a 
member of this interim parish council of the St. Mary Church in Elberon. 

We need not stress how important we regard tlt1s appointment. A great 
deal w111 depend on the wisdom, devotion and cooperatfye spirit this new 
leadership can bring to bear on the conduct of parish affairs. 

We urge you to accept this important assigraent. Please give it your 
most thoughtful consideration, and write to us at your earliest convenience. 
We will look forward to receiving written notice from you before November 30. 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



' . 
Thia docnu~ent haa been prepared by a few iftdividuala present t•4ar. 

'l'o bring you up to date, trom. 1963 to 1967, st. lilan'• d14 not hava 

a Pariah Council. The peopie ot AabVJ Parlt h&4 lett the Church atter 

a violent diaqreeaent · witb. Beld.aian • Who then had taken cbarae ot the 

Church. and. ran it without ·.the aeaiatance ot a. Pariah dauncil. 

In 1967, the people lot tocether asain, ·toolt charp ot the church,· 

and fOJ' .aeven yeara worked very hard, and here is what ther accomp11ehe4. 

1. 'l'b.eJ increaeed the -chUrCh aeaber~ip troa 26 to 142 ... berl.. 

2. '.l'hq inetalled a central heatini&Jata at a coat ot i3500 

· which aade it poaaible to hold reli&iou aerv1cea ever, Sundq all 

year aroUnd, inetead of two aontha 1n tblii Suaer. 

3. ·. 'J.'tley orsaniztd &:nry active and ·ett1cient Woaen•e Guild, which 

helped· th' ·procreaa o:t the church botb tinanciallr an4 -culturallJ. 

4. t)eapi te aoae · oppoaltion, the)' aucceaa1'ull.y started a_ S~d&J 

School Which at one ttae had aa .an7 aa 35 Jtudenta. 

5. ftu~r publiabed a church paper, ten tiaea each ;rear, and dia·

tributed· it to every Araenian 1n the MonllOuth and Ocean Counties. 

6. · 'l'h.e7 were able to Obtain the services ot a l"ea1dent Priest·, . . . 

Who tor three years now )laa·····\teen with our· church, and the coanulity 

never b.ad a aoaent ot ts.twlcial ditticult) tor the added expense. 

1. · 'l'hey establ:J.ahecl an A:raenian ~· SChool with 8.n enroll.Jient 

ot 38 atudenta, which wall an inatant aucceaa, and nearly everyone &&reed 

that it was the aost auccuatatul project ever undert&lten bJ this coaun1 ty. 
• ,,f<.: • '• ' > • • : • • 

All these have been :ae.aea»11ahed wS:tb: the active »&rt1ci])&t1on ot 

the Paator and l&rae n\abe:r .Qt Mabera and tt1..,.4a ot. tbe. Church. 

:aut• be~inninl: .sh J~ly, 19?4• thin&~ 'cb4Lqed r&Aicall7. 'l'hia is the . 

4ate When Kr. El~an became interested 1n the ch~h. lit. bad been a 
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summer resident ot this area tor many years, per~ps ten or more years, 

but not until 1973 did he show any interest in the Church. At this time 

he said he wanted to join because "there was so much congeniality, and 

it was like a tUI.ily tul1 ot Christian Spirit". But a year or so atter 

he had joined, his attitude chanced completely. The following are some 

ot the things he.was responaible tor 1n a very abort period ot time: 

A. In leas than one year, he circulated two petitions, thus ereatinc 

a deep division, and causing a turmoil with the church members. The 

tirat was against a unanimoua decision ot the Pariah Council tor a tund 

raisin& project. The second was tor the dismissal ot the Pastor. 

Mr. Vincent Karakashian called the Pastor and told him that "after 

talking to leaders ot this ;community, I give you 24 hours to resign, 

and it you do, we will give you 3 months' severance pay. " Who in

structed Mr. Ka.rakashian to make this call? The Parish Council knew 

nothing about it. Mr. Karakashian did not have the otticial capacity 

to otter severance pay to anyone. There is, therefore, no doubt in 

anyone's mind that the call was made with the ~9wledge and instigation 

ot Mr. Elian. It this was not done with the approval and knowledge ot 

Mr. Elian, why then wa• there no disciplinar,y action taken asainst Mr. 

KarakaShian? Instead, he was besto~ed with additional and sensitive 

responsibilities. 

B. Mr. Elian threatened to take legal action against a member of the 

Pariah Council, who h&d dis&&ned with him on a very trivial matter at 

one ot the Parish Council meetings. 'l'hia"legal action 111mlick" comes up 

quite often. It is, ot course, intended to trishten people who disagree 

with him. 
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c. He was elected a member ot the Parish Council on the battle cry 

ot "The Tashnass are comins". Eve17thing he has done so tar is reminis

cent ot the infamous McCarthy days. It one objects to his Quixotic way 

ot dealing with problems, he is 1Jmaediately ).abeled a "Card carrying 

Tashnag". On his 'black list•, he has nuaerous names, such as Der Hyre 

and Yeretzsin Kalayjian, Tutunjians, Serabians, Poosikians, Cb&kamians, 

etc. Many ot them are so innocent that they still think that Tashnas 

is nothing but a musical instruaent. 

D. Mr. Elian assumed his meabership dues were. paid through his 

annual contributions to the church, but retused to render the same 

courtesy to other members by excluding them trom. the Annual Assembly, 

namely, Mr. & Mrs. Jean Avedikian, Mrs. R. Sabonjian, Mr. & Mrs. 

Zohrab Ohatarian, etc. Double Standards I 

E. The Parish Council baa deliberately excluded expeJ;"ienced members 
t 

"' .. ot the Parish trom coiiDLittee assismnents,,aa a result, two people hold 

110re than 8 responsibilities and chairmanships. Why? Because he knows 

very well that they will not be sub-servient to his wishes. But there 

is one easy solution. Mr. v. Karak&ahian, tor his own personal reasons, 

has accepted the following cOmmittee assignments& 

Chaipan it Meabership Committee ·. 
· · · Auditing Committee 

" " Sunday School 
" " A~nian School 
" "··rtnance Committee (he has since been replaced, 

due to a conflict ot intereat.r. ), and very likely chairman ot the Youth 

Group. He waa appointed to these comaitteea despite the tact that his 

knowled&e ot this CODtllluni ty is very lillli ted. He knows no thins about the 

Armenian Church nor J.ancua~e. On the other hand, he has been very suc

cesatul 1n ottending and antagonizins old and new membere1 the parenta ot 

the Armenian School. 



page 4 

Membership questionnaires were sent out with a dual set ot cover letters. 

One tor members ot "supposedly .. questionable backgrounds, ('undesirable' 

tor membership), and the other to the remainder ot the members, against 

the explicit directive traa the Primate, and without prior consultation 

with the Pastor. 

O'l'BER OBSERVATIOXS 

Mr. Blian's outright retuaal to accept and attend a meeting re

quested tor by the Armenian Cultural Association, tor the express pur

poae ot ironing out &nJ ditterencea and misunderstandings. He used aa 

hie excuae the tact that such a meeting was 'illegal•. 

Members have been instructed not to donate monies to the church, 

in order to create insutticient tunda, so as not to be able to attord 

Der Byre 1s stipend. 

In their campaign against the Church and Der H7re, they have re

peatedly int1Dlid.ated members with the atatement "t>er Hyre is here today,. 

gone tomorrow, so why aide with Der Byre". 

We have members who had signed the petition against Der Hyre, and 

atter le&minS the true tacta, they have been making every ettort to 

amend their mistake. 

The situation has gotten so that members ot the church are asking 

tor special time at the Pariah Council meetings to express their outrage 

and grie7ancea, directed against the behavior ot the Pariah Council. 

As Chairman ot the Pariah Council, Mr. Blian haa encouraged the 

irreaponaible behavior ot Mr. Kar&ltashian, who 

- has threa"ened Der Hyre 
- has insulted dues paying members 
- has consistently shown disrespect durin& Bad&ralt 
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Mr. Elian has disseminated dissention by his intlamatory statements 

during A.G.B.u. meetings, and other places. 

He has broken all communications and normal relationship that existed 

between Parish Council and Pastor, and fo~r members of the Parish 

Council. 

He has repeatedly made references to •saving• the Church, which supposedl.'1 

was going down the drain, thus insulting the intelligence and the pod 

record of previoua administrations. 

The Armenian School 

The immediate success of the Armenian School apparently made some 

people very unhappy, arid with the approval ot Mr. Elian, a vicious 

cUtpaign was started against the school. Here are some ot the false 

accusations spread in the c~ity: 

a. 'l'he school is a toot hold tor the 'l'ashnags to take over· the Church. 

b. The school is not under the jurisdiction of the church ( if this 

is so, now that the school is out ot the church, why are they so anxious 

to take posaesaion ot the school tunda?) 

c. The c~urch is supportin& the school by providing heat and itilitiea. 

Therefore, 6c» ot the achoc>l ·tunds must go to the church. (In Which 
c 

communities does the school support the Church?) 

d. The achool committee is not using books recommended by the Diocese. 

('l'he achool has purchased $150.00 worth ot books recommended by the 

Dioceae.) 

There were also several casea where little children were threatened 

with bodily harm. by ardent supporters of Mr. Elian, because they had 

accidentally dropped pieces ot paper on the floor in connection with 

their school work.. 
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Because o:f' the constant harrasament to Which the children and the 

teachers were subjected, the parents were forced to organize into a 

Parent Teachers group, and reluctantl.7 and painfully move out ot the 

church into a more hospitable and concenial surrounding. 

In conclusion, we muat add that Mr. Blian neither intellectually 

nor temperamentally is capable ot taking a leading role in our commun

it7• He lacks the ability tor healthvand constructive compromise. 

Democracy is not juat the rule ot numbers. '!'here is a good deal o:f' 

give and take 1n all community work. We h&ve now lost the school. '!'he 

next detection will be a large number ot church members. We know this 

to be true. Several memben have already detected from the church. 

Another year ot Mr. Elian • a rule, and there will be nothing left o:f' 

the St. Mary's Church tor the 'l'ashnags to take over. 

In addition to leadership deficiencies, we also have community 

wide contributing factors to this problem. 

1. 'l'he Pariah is lett with a permanent handicap in Deacon L. 

Held.m1an. His presence on the propert7 causes many ot our parishioner• 

not to have private consultation in the church with our pastor because 

ot his conatant interference. He has never allowed, even though the 

pastor has requested, younger servers on. the Altar in the capacity o:f' 

deacon, assistant deacon, etc., and this community is blessed with a 

n~r ot very capable young people, one o:f' whom has lett our church. 
trrtJ 

Mr. _ _!!~imian, under a false facade, has led ma.ny ot our members to 

believe that he is a clergyman, and not a server 1n the church. '!'his 

particular issue has been brought to the attention L~ the Diocesan 

Council and the Primate several years -ao, and the pariah was forced 
I 

to accept a compromise 1 movin8 him tro1110ne building to the apartment 

he now has above the church. 
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2. We have several qualified people to lead and participate 1n st. 
Mary's Choir, but because ot our lay leadership, we have been strapped 

with a non-resident of' our community to lead our choir. He has tlagrant

ly shown total disrespect and disregard tor our paator, not only outside 

the church.. but during Diving Li turD', by doing his own thing at his own 

convenience, Which has made our services leas than desirable. In 

addition, we have been f'orced to live with hie having hia residence on 

the peopertr along with Mr. HekiDLian. 

3. The A.G.B.u. ot Asbury P&rk has been used as a vehicle by the 

Chairlady. Mrs. V. Zadigian baa a disrupting intluenee on the progress 

of' our church. The A.B.a.u. has been very instrumental 1n ptlarizing 

issues Which do not tall within the areas of' responsibility of'. the 

organization. 

4•. The Knights ot Vartan have &lao been competing with the church 

1n areas which border politically and morally against what our pastor 

has strived to attain. Mr. & Mrs. H. Alexanian have been very instru

mental 1n using the Knights of' Vartan as a vehicle. 

5. 'l'he monthly Pu.bl.tcatien, known &I the HYE GAITEGH has been used 

as the personal toot ball ot Mrs. Virginia De de ian and Mrs. Ara.xy Ookberk 

aa a tool to make removal ot 1r. V. Ka.la.)'3i&n: ct&lier. We tind the 

publication now being a.ma.d.e leaa than desirable, b&aed on the previous 

standardo set by Mr. Artmtn BulbU11an. 

6. During the course ot the 1ear, over the objections or many ot 

the church ~umbers 1 the Pariah Council meetings were open to the parish 

members which subsequently wu stopped by the Prima.teJs Directive. 
~f 

A number ot the members were totally appalled at the complete disreepect 

thoWn to the :Primate's repreaentative, Fr. ltala.yjian, ~4\lrl.ns these 

lll8ettnga. 
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Specific mention ot Mrs. Ann Barootunian, Mra. Araxy Ooltberk, Mr. 

Sarkis l>atturian, Mr. Ale.X Maaour1an, who refer to our clergy as 

•mintaters •. This pel'meates their lack ot knowledse of' the 

Armenian Church atructure. Ka.ny ot the m.embera found the total 

diarespect by these Parish Council mambera as intolerable. 

More aerioua perhaps, is the overall atmosphere prevailing in 

our Pariah. By the total polarization an4 aepents ot our community, 

our m.embera not only have to 4etend their "Armenianism", but have to 

show What sector ot the political spectrum they do or don't 

represent. 



Mr. John Chakamian 
Cha 1 man t Parish Counc 11 
St. Mary Armenian Church 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, New Jersey 07740 

Dear Mr. Chakamian: 

December 29. 1975 

We hereby confirm your appointments made by the Primate and the Dio
cesan Council, as chairman of the interim parish council of the St. Mary 
Armenian Church of Elberon, New Jersey, and the appointments as well of 
the following members of the council: 

Barkev Elfan 
Mary Hachigian 
John Ka18erian 
Zareh Manfgfan 
John Pehlivanian 
Mary Ann Tutunj1an 

The Diocesan Council will in due course make further appointments to 
bring the membership of the parish council to a total of nine or eleven. 

Your council will assume full responsibility for the administration 
of the parish as of January 1, 1976. The three-person committee of Barkev 
Elian, Araxy Gokberk and Sarkis Dadourian have been notified of the appoint
ment of the new council, and have been instructed to turn over all records 
and funds ~,mmed:ia,tely after the first of the year. 

As previously announced. the terms of all existing committees in the 
parish have been terminated. It will be one of your councfl•s first duties 
to organize new committees for all the functions of the parish. Members who 
have served on various committees can of course be reappointed. 
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Another imnrediate duty will be the preparation of a program and 
budget for 1976 which will serve as the basis of your activity, follow
ing approval of the Diocesan Council. 

We have already been in touch with Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian. who is 
aware of the decision of the Diocesan Council that he will be assigned 
to another parish at the earliest opportunity. 

We pray that God will guide your efforts in the administration of 
the St. Mary Parish, and the parishioners will join together in a har
monious church community life. 

As soon as circumstances allow, permission will be granted to convene 
a parish assembly. In the interim, there will be no voting membership as 
such, only worshipping members who should feel the obligation to support 
the church, through their services and their donations. 

You may publish and circulate this letter as formal notification to 
all parishioners. 

cc. Mr. 8arkev Elian 
Ms .~1ary Hachig1an 
Mr. John Ka1serian 
Mr. Zareh Man1g1an 
Mr. John Peh11van1an 
1'1s. Mary Ann Tutunjian 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Armenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
Ne'\'V York, N .. Y., 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hyre, 

5 Ned Court 
Middletown, N. J. 
August 22, 1975 

07748 

Enclosed you will find a petition which is self-explanatory, 
and signed by more than 150 members who live in the Monmouth 
and Ocean County area served by the St. Mary's Armenian Church, 
located at 1184 Ocean Avenue, Elberon, N. J. 

The asterisks shown explain signatures by Armenians living in 
this area, committed to the ·work of this church and its pastor. 
However, due to personal reasons, they have not yet become 
dues-paying members , but are deeply concerned about the dele
terious situation of this Parish. 

Approximately ninety two (92) signatures deplict members who
are dues-paying and active in support of all arms of our com
munity center, St. Mary's. 

The total of 153 signatures is interpreted as an endorsement 
of the leadership shown by Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian in his thirty 
(30) month stay in this Parish, with the sincere hopes of his 
continuation. 

This community for the last six (6) years has shown a tremendous 
amount of unselfishness to express a very homogenous posture, 
and reflects to itself a united Christian Armenian feeling. 
However, events that have happened in the past six to nine 
months, that you are totally aware of, have caused undue pres
sure and dissention in 'this community, and have created the 
necessity for the enclosed petition and signatures. 

jc 
c.c .. 

p.s. 

Respectfully yours, 
_ .... ;(~~~~ 

§40HN CHAK.AMIAN 
y 

Fr., Vertanes Kalayjian 

Also enclosed is a copy of the Membership Committee's 
letter and questionnaire which you had personally 
requested from me. 



vffiEREAS the Armenian Community in Monmouth and Ocean Counties 
has recently experienced dynamic growth. 

WHEREAS the area forms the core and nucleus of St. Mary's 
Armenian Church. 

WHEREAS St. Mary's is the only Armenian Apostolic Church in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

WHEREAS it is reasonable to expect the continued growth of 
the Armenian Community: 

Membership grew from 30 members in 1968 to 120 in 1974; 
The budget of $4,000 in 1968 increased to $20,000 in 1974~ 

and supported energetically by the members in this community 
in both cases, and more members are still being solicited by 
the Parish Priest. 

WHEREAS said Armenian Community is aware of the necessity of 
a vigorous Parish Priest to provide Spiritual Guidance, and 
supervision in the instruction of our Armenian Heritage. 

WHEREAS the community has reflected a very homogenous posture 
in the Armenian Cultural Education;, and its customs and 
traditions. 

WHEREAS said Armenian Community has supported a fully active 
and vital Pastor for the preceding three (3) years. 

' 

WBEREAS under the guidance and direction of said full-time 
Pastor, our Parish has accomplished and maintained the fol
lowing organizations with positive purposes: 

Armenian School 
Choir 
Church School 
Women's Guild 
Youth Group. 

WHEREAS the rapid growing influx of Armenians into the area 
has brought in an increased number of youth, ranging in age 
from new-born, to young adult, thus necessitating and making 
imperative the continued presence of a resident Pastor for the 
Spiritual, Cultural, and Educational guidance of the youth • 

WHEREAS, we the undersigned, are mindful of the necessity for 
the retention of a full-time Parish Priest, pledge our con
tinued support for that end. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the undersigned commit 
to support. spiritually, financially, emotionally, and with 
Christian~ spirit, the endeavors of the resident Pastor for 
the continued success of the Ste Mary's Armenian Church 
Community. 



. ,'', 

·~. 

ArchT,iahop T9l"kqm Manoogian· 
Prirrtate .of tl:i'Ef Arm~nian Oaurch or Ameriea 
630 :- 2nd ·Avenue . ·. 
New Yol"~,. Ne->'~ York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

Mr,& Mrs.Michael Gorro 
904 Cloiridge Drive 
Spring Lake Ht$., NJ 07762 

Deo~~er 13, 1175 

I am responding to your letter of Oct. 29, 1975, addressed to our Rev. Vert~nes 
Kala.yjian, copies of whichwere sent to all parishioners. 

I am writing this letter to. you as a PLEA for your reconsideration that our 
Der. Hayr remairt here in El~erant N. J,. .I represent more than 150 Armenians in .this 

· c~uni;t;Y wh() ~a f'.ew month,s. " Jign~ a petition FOR our Der .Hayr ;t;o remM:n:.her~ · .... 
···a:rrrt"th~· ~<!:1-~:""'tffi-!;ra:·~ ···h'mi~ek!· pi.t:c:.imt..~.-.,;.,;A gre~t· un'!u5it'ic~ J::.S'·.heing ·done· 
·here not only to a hum.an heing hut of a J.erson, who lika you.'rsalf, ''l::e1"teit&~·"i'ri r:~a ·· 

and th.Ei.A.rlnenian·Church and its people • 

Although we have retnained a SILENT MAJORI'rY, we are net Violent; hut it's 
ohvious t~t can no lo~ger hold. We want you to hear us 'out • ' Thi!!t OTHER GROUP 
which. I will .. refer to ·from here on as the HATE GROUP have s.e~ed .to o'fer power 
the ·Dio.cesa.n Goimeil w1:th false statements a'hout our fief' H~r.. This HATE GROUP 
do> not appear as Chri!ftians, nor ar~ they true Armenians ~eeause when they come 
to ctiurch.'iv 1~ not for a religio.uspurpase hut as a place wheritthey take out all 
thei:t'.f'tistrati¢ns; they ate ignor~t. 'hi~sed a!ld very very jealou.s of on!" Der Hayr 
and his wife. 'rhey are not concerned at all 't.'ith Church, only. in themselves and 
how rhuch noise they can make. · 

The. truth la that· there are 4 or . 5 f'alnilies here that .a:M; extreme~ _jealou$ 
of our J;ier Ha.yr and his :wi.fe hecause they are nice to everyhocry. The majority. 
6f.us· lookti! \l.P to Der Hayr' ana his wife heoause they did so much to 'hring. ahout 
a·tmified Armenian commupity. We 1o[ere one hig family. All of us looked forwar.d. · 
tQ going to church. It was a heautiful Armenian Community and I, for one, was very 
proud to he a part ot :j..t. I am married to a non-Armenian and my children Would first 
gq to my hushand's church at+d Sti.nday School, a,nd, ri~rt after that. we would go to 

. the Armenia.!).. church and I!I:f 9f.ld1-en would go'\to.·A~nian s~ School. ·Many of us 
did .that. . But this HATE GltOOP wert~ so 1/'iol~ '1'tt- their wQ!'~s that. .~ of these 
·:tam11ies- ar~ afraid· .to .• ~,;t.tfrdlr ~hnrch. I am. not.,;a:t;l'aif:i,;,i;l!t\1:~/:QJle~:~~~~~~.~ rae 

. out because I a.m fo:c our DarJiayr. 
»!'".' ". ' '· '. _-t '. :_-. • : -, '-•. ;, ! ' . -:!1" --~"'' '. 

. Tell me - doesttft lvecy'Armen:i;;m/norn on this ea:fib'h ·pave a. right to enter afld' · 
··.go to an: Armenian ,church. WhJ)t priest· would throw them out. TH\t's ·what this HA'l'E . .;, ,. 

GROUP wa!l:ts. Th?Y onJ.Y.·w~nt'1t11e'ir ·handi'uJ;:., of htgots. · TheY·.wn:t\t bur c~mrch for theii:,·> 
ow:ri special haV'en in a sel!i.sh,.~Y·? ,·1 'a;k•·,yQ~ ,? ~oes every "A~renian have the right ' •· 
to go to his. O"'lri ArmellUn Church? This' liA.'ffli GRQ'(Jt). will, or course, deny this uritil ' 
their dying hreath, hut th:ae • s what it is;~> :;f , 

Asi you can: !te~ fr6~ my:'·~nt:losute, ; I ~tl anotner 'Wbtnan attelld~ a meeting, last .... 
Sundar .'Vihidh was -presidM ~'hy M:r. Barkave »lian. tJut, what I want you to know is t>!lat . 

· one part listed in the 1eut~r is .not truE:t• ; 'toe initial me.t..ing was to have been_li~ ... ·., · 

tween Mr. E.lian and o.ftlr·J .. >.er: .... Ha.yr,;:·a.··~n :· .. eq.c~.·.".r,as to .t··1·a·v·e··. -,~~?.f.1,·J.~. e.p. re.senta.'ti.·fe. s. Mt•. Elian. o"'jected to our Der 1~1'' s .preseno. .. ehemently •.. ·But. -~ OlJ.r ·letter we put 1t nia~l~ . 
. that Oer Hayr Kalayjia.ft. was· n'Ot ;in ted ;t.o 'at"ten.di .~l'ne reet of•· this letter. is qmte , 
·obVious. We, wllo >-1e:re il'Wited, 'aaid nothi!ltd ··~e ,ohlt ;listened to all the false · 
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accusations. One thing I did asl~ Mr. {!;l;.ian was that how }fe feels ahout the 
majority of the people wanting our Der. Ha.yr; his reply wa~ that whatever the 
rpa.jority wants he will go along ,,Jith •. Them one other person said that the 

. majortty· m?:pt N~. p~id dues mwmtl)ers. · Now; these people are making up their owti 
laws~ I beg you, your Eruinence, please h·:3lp us to straighten these pe6Fle out: 
Tr1ay make up their own,.rules and lea.Ns; they are heyond react.. I ciannQ}i rest 
!l'.Y soul lmov:ine; tna.t: an i.p.noce.'1t· per sort is heing nanged hy his Qwn kind·. 

_-'t'r: 

As a!l ·exatilple, 'cf how vi~le~t this HATE GROUP is·- also last Sunday in 
church Mr. Vincent Karaka.shian approached nte and ask to me read a petitiot:Y.which · 
he put up on the hullstin hoard1 and sie,rn it ••• just like that. He said it is to ·. 
retain the present Parish Council. I answ'ered him and said that I could not see . 
a need for that (it dicm't make sense). But in his mind it wq;11 thE!! past Parish 
CJ9unc:tl •. ·. I rea.d): . .b,~ ~~i.ti.oil-i&d:dreisecl.to :9-ou and I couJ.dtlf~,~i~ve··t;h:s.'t ·a;ey;;; · · 
oni=l couid say the things that were stated in that petition. >;l>sai:d .,:t.:,would ntit, .. ,· 
sign it. Five minutes later, an, '-'lderly. man was crying recause Vincent Karakashian 
~d h~ to sign the pet~tio~ telling h~it was no~hing ~nd when this man · ' 
as"kea anotner person what ~t ~, the poo~wa.s was ccy~ng 'hecause he loves o~ 
Der Hayr - hut· the truth was thq.t M'Z:. • Karakashian would not take his nalne of! 
the list of signatures. ' , 

I again implore 'you, 'your lilninence, please help us. Our ·Ohureh is not 
a place of peace. ·In,~ny.9f our Der Hayr's sermons.- he.has literally '~'egged 
ev-eryone in church to pl~ase t'orget all these differences a.nd·realize why we 
are coming to Church':- · It is a pathetic tning to hear a priest hegging his own 
people to please have . J es\rs Christ in your hearts ari.d not HATE. And while .. 
our Der Hayr is giVing his sermon a memher of this HATE GROUP is, moekingh1 ~
This is not the ArTneni~n way of religion. I don't kpow who· else to turn to. 
I 'heg you to help .us out •. All of ust are pra.yin~ so hard for some kind of 
reconciliation. I think "What ~ght 1'-e done is to have a very high authority . 
come to our church.and personally tell these attackers' ·tnat our. priest should 
~e respdc,ted, our dhttreb. should be respected and ol1r Armenian p~dple should he 
respected no matter what their political views may he. 

God Bless you p.nd help you. I'm. sure you will not remeJJ.~;ber iae, h'Qt many. 
years ago, I was in Cleveland and you had helped me and my .friend·e ft>m :a. choir. 
We had no church at that time, which was llr;lfortunate for us. .But. you l'l ... elped us 
so much to be together ... · I wfll never :fot'g~t'y-btt fo!" tha:t·· Ner '"ill my ·fr'1end!5 ' 
in Cleveland. Now most of us are in our late 40's and we still rememl;er how 
helpful you were to Us. . It is something which can never he erased. I now live 
here-and have heen an active Armenian in this community. Our Der Hayr and his 
wife have 1'-een wonderllul to all of us. I pray that you will in some wai show 
us the light and help all of us. 

God Bless You, 



...... 

· . We, the undersigned, at~end.C. a aeettna at the Chveb ~h~llfall ai · 
. St. M&J71&, El~eron, flw .r.,.eeJ~ on SuDdaJ, Dec•~ 7, 19'75,. to hear . 

ollll"iftoatloaa or Yariou accuation• thAt tlan "ee made h, a .t• ·of'tlota1 

•••• ot the Church Cclllaun1t7~ 

. In attendanCe were 10 churoti ...... ' or -- WeN fOlllfiP Parillh 

·.Coarloi;llllell"ierle Jb'. U&Ye Bl1aQ. pHaided over· the aeetln& aDd presented 

'the ·fts.toua aoneat.ioaa •. Oar ••t'inl c~ed at 1:30 P••• ~ lasted 
. . .. . 
:. '.until. . .3:30 p.m. . 

. . ~:. . .. 

.· 

Sinoe JJer Hqro lalq JiaD Wal oot 111Yited to at.~tnd thla •etlnl, we; · .·. : .... , .. 

.. . . . . ' . . 

:'. · ·the undvaipecl, cleoiclecJ to aot aa .a Pact. PtDcUna Ccllla1ttee ail4. with 14 

' church m•bera aa wttne•aea, we Ylaitecl Der Harz- ICal.qjiaD the aue ni&ht 

, ~~: _&DCS • attordeci' Der. Hap lalq JiaD an: ~~n11111t:, .~ &niWJ' thue Y&rious 
'·.-. 

· taUecl GPianattona. We, therefore, tOUDCl that theae ftrioua acouatloraa . . 

.... ' .. ~. 

· · · ·· Iii ia the expreaaeci opioion ot. all thoae 1lbo atteadecl tbia ·••-'iDa 

' . . . . 
. . ! . 

' .• '<r. 

.:. '!: ; ' ' . . ' . . ' ' ~ ' 
.': , ~· t~t · Der Kqr lal.qjiaD baa "eeD ...S.Ctild.Hd '7 ma11oioua aoaeip and there 

. " . ' • -~ .~ • ' > 

·: ::~.a·.~ -.-aia ·tor theae 'IVioua accuat1orla. . \." . 

.. :· 
··.'.:'"•t-'7 

· .· : ~e1mPlore allm•"Wa ot· O'Ul' oburah to l\eooae &lll&l'e or the. dlaharllor\1 · .:: · · · :; .. 
. . .. . . . ' . . ,.· .. 

.. .. ' . ~ ... , . , '. ·i, 
'.~. . 

; . 
· .. ' 

i 

! 
·. ;~ .. these I"UUl0l'8 hav.e oaued th~ our Oallnm1t7• .. 

·,·: .. ·. ·::.:... . . . . ·. ' ' .... ,.. '· ... . . 1•1 H.,; Oorra .. 

. ; ,;·~·.·;.:.::: : . ' . ·. ; . -~. ~ .; . 
·. ~,. .. ; ' 

': 
:·:. .~ ; ..... ~ 

'. ··.· .. ·· : .·: .· 
,· .. 

. . .. ~ . .-.. 
· .. :· . ·· .. :-.· ·.· :' · ... ·:·,.· . ., 

.~ .. 
""! • 

.i ...... 
.,,_·,·· .··• 

. ·'· 
. ,: . 

. ... . .... 
·:· ' -. •' J; 



Mr. Michael L. Gorra 
904 Clairidge Drive 
Spring Lake Heights, 
New Jersey 07762 

Dear Mr. Gorra: 

March 8, 1976 

I have received your letter of March 3, signed by you on 
behalf of yourself and five others who seek the rein
statement of Father Vertanes as pastor of St. Nary's 
of Elberon, New Jersey. The letter also indicates that 
these six were the representatives of 60 others who share 
this view. 

The letter will be presented to the Diocesan Council and 
the Primate for whatever consideration they deem appropriate. 

I wanted to respond to your letter Jersonally, however, 
particularly since I have receivedphone calls also with 
regard to action contemplated as a result of the meeting 
you refer to. 

I have been named administrator of the St. Mary Parish, and 
consider my first responsibility the re·establishment of 
the church in Elberon as a meaningful place of worship for 
all Armenians in the community. I thought that that was what 
all our people in the area wanted, but I have perhaps been 
a bit naive. Most of the comments addressed to me derive 
from support for or opposition. to the priest or other indiv
iduals, with very little indeed said about the church itself. 

I am told that if the priest is eemoved, there will be peace; 
I am also told that if the priest is reinstated, there will 
be peace. I am further told the same with respect to other 



Mr. Michael Gorra ~2- March 8, 1976 

individuals. In short, everything has been grossly per~ 
sonalized, and individuals have become overridingly 
important, in all of which we seem to be neglecting God, 
in whose name the Church exists. 

I am still waiting for someone to come to me, or phone me, 
or write to me and say that there has been a lot of trouble, 
and ask what can be done to strengthen the church itself, 
to bring it love and derive from it the deep spiritual 
experience that will make us better persons. 

We are working desperately toward this end, and we need all 
the help we can get. Anyone who loves the Church must help 
this effort. 

In situations like the present one, it is easy to confuse 
our own personal predilections with the best interests of 
the church. Many people have been hurt over the past months, 
and the resentments these cause often tend to dominate 
judgment. It has to be decided by everyone whether we hold 
the Church first in our hearts, or whether we will subordinate 
it to hurt we have felt~ for which we will seek redress at 
any cost. 

I offer these thoughts to you in all earnestness in the firm 
belief that our main task is to see that our Church returns 
to its place as the center of our spiritual and community 
lives, and not to set conditions or demand retribution. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jack Antreassian 

vb 
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Diocese of the Armenian Church In America 
New York, N.Y. 

Surpazan Hayr, 

April 7, 1976 

I understand that Father Vertanes Kalayjian has been asked to appear 
before the Diocesan Council to explain why he was quoted in a story 
written by me which appeared in the Asbury Park Press on March 12. 
Because of the complex nature of the story, the time I put into it, 
and the sensitive issues involved, I have chosen to write to you 
so that you may know exactly how the story came into being. 

Michael Gorra first called me on Monday, March 8, to tell me about 
a protest which some Armenian church members were planning for the 
following Sunday. I asked Mr. Gorra for a written press release and 
explanation of the situation, which he furnished the following day. 
Late that afternoon (Tuesday), I began working on the story. 

I contacted Father Kalayjian for the first time that afternoon. He 
clarified some misconceptions I had and supplemented Mr. Gorra's 
information where he felt it was necessary. At the end of our 
conversation, he asked that he not be quoted, explaining that he did 
not wish to become involved in the dispute publicly. 

At no time during this or subsequent conversations did Father Kalayjian 
express bitterness or make accusations against anyone. He remained 
impartial and fair and patiently answered my innumerable questions 
about the Armenian church. 

Also on Tuesday I contacted John Chakamian, who asked not to be 
quoted until I had spoken to Jack Antreassian, whom all parties 
considered to be a neutral and impartial source. I tried as far as 
possible to confine my story to the information he supplied, and 
relied on other sources only where absolutely necessary. 

I spoke to Mr. Antreassian TUesday night, Wednesday afteranoon and 
night, and Thursday afternoon. His information formed the backbone 
of my story. I also spoke to Barkave Elian, who asked not to be 
quoted as well. 

I found all parties to be patient, helpful, and cooperative. 

I finished the story late Thursday evening and submitted it to 
another copy editor for his comments and suggestions. I felt I 
needed someone with a fresh outlook to read the story before it 
went into print. He made several changes, which we discussed, and 
I left at midnight confident that the story was accurate. 



Please understand that I spent the better part of three days -
nearly 20 hours - researching this story in an effort to understand 
it thoroughly and write it accurately. It was my intention to 
present a clear and balanced account of the situation at St. Mary's. 

I did not purposely betray Father Kalayjian's request not to be 
quoted. The Press has a policy of identifying sources, and for 
that reason, I quoted Mr. Antreassian heavily. 

In only four places were comments attributed to Father Kalayjian. 
One instance was clearly non-controversial, concerning the number 
of members of the church. He was obviously the most• reliable 
source for that information. 

In three paragraphs, Father Kalayjian was quoted because I had to 
depend on him to clarify some minor problems, since I could not 
contact Mr. Antreassian that night and I was fast approaching my 
deadline. The comments could just as easily have been attributed 
to Mr. Antreassian, since Father Kalayjian merely made certain 
that I understood what Mr. Antreassian had already told me. 

I am sure that the editor who helped me felt he was simply adhering 
~o Press policy and that he was doing the job he was asked to do. 

I have purposely not written to you on letterhead stationery because 
I consider this to be a personal as well as professional matter. I 
am a committed Christian and I loved the Lord Jesus Christ and depend 
on Him to enable me to do my job as well as I can. I prayed about 
this story more than any other one that I can remember, since I 
knew that any inaccuracies would result in the very thing I was 
attempting to avoid. 

I have the utmost respect for each person I talked with while, 
working on this story, and I have prayed for them and the problem 
at St. Mary's. I pray now that the situation will be cleared up 
quickly and fairly so that the church may become reunited in its 
worship and service of the Lord. 

I am sorry if I have caused any additional problems. I trust that 
this letter will set the record straight on Father Kalayjian's 
involvement in the story. 

Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss this further. 

In Christ's Service, 

~.~t~ 
Press Religion Edito~ 



The Reverend Vertanes Kalayj1an 
315 8th Avenue 
Belmar~ New Jersey 07719 

Dear Father Yertanes: 

....______ 

April 2. 1976 

The article about the Elberon parish difficulties which appeared 
in the March 12 issue of the Asbury Park Press caused the Diocesan 
Council considerable concern at the last session. Some of the com
ments attributed to you were distressing in the reflection they cast 
on our leadership and the misleading impression they appeared to 
leave. 

The Council understands, of course, that quotes are not always 
accurate, and that confusing impressions are somett.es conveyed even 
with the best of intentions on all sides. 

The Council would like to know if the statements attributed to 
you were indeed made by you as attributed. particularly the statement: 

"Members of the Diocese are fn general member'S of the Ram
gavar party, which has reluctantly accepted the fact that 
Etchmiadzfn is 1n Russia and thus retained ft as their 
Holy See, Father Kalayj1an explained." 

The Council will ffl@S! next on April 9. 

We would like very much to have your response before that date. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manooofan 
Primate " 



• 
Motion: That a letter be sent to The Reverend Vertanes Kalayj1an 1nd1catiog 

that the Diocesan Council is aware of a particular article in the Asbury Park Press 

on the date of 5r1day, March 12, 1976 in which article certain statements have been 

attributed to him regarding the Armenian Diocese and with which the Diocesan Council 

does not agree. A request should be made to Father Vertanes that he indicate in 

writing to the Diocesan Council any and all statements attributed to him were not 

in fact his statements or his thoughts and particularly the statemen~that members 

of the Diocese are in general members of the Ramgavar Party, which has reluctantly 

accepted the fact that Etchmiadzin is Russia and thus retained it as thair Holy See) 

Father Kalayjian explained.~ The letter should be submitted prior to April 2, 1976. 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 212 686·0710 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 

Mrs. Araxy Gokberk 
207 Sixth Avenue 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712 

Dear Mrs. Gokberk: 

January 19. 1976 

Re: Elberon Parish 
St. Mary Armenian Church of Elberon 

This letter is being directed to Mr. Barkev Elian, Mrs. Araxy Gok
berk, and Mr. Sarkis Dadourian, as appointed interim committee Chairman, 
Recording Secretary, and Treasurer, respectively, under letter dated 
October 29, 1975. 

In the context of this letter, reference will be made to the elected 
Parish Council consisting of: 

1. Barkev Elian 6. Annen Bulbulian 
2. Anna Haroutunian 7. Haroot Karakashian 
3. Araxy Gokberk 8. John Kaiserian 
4. George Kazanjian 9. Sarkis Dadourian 
5. Hagop Zadigian 

and further reference will be made to the 11 interim appointed committee 11 

consisting of: 

1. Barkev El ian 
2. Araxy Gokberk 
3. Sarkis Dadourian 

and further reference will be made to the 11 interim appointed Parish Council 11 

consisting of: 

1. John Chakamian 5. Zareh Manigian 
2. Barkev Elian 6. John Pehlivanian 
3. Mary Hachigian 7. Mary Ann Tutunjian 
4. John Kaiserian 



- 2 -

This letter will refer to and incorporates by reference the follow-
ing: 

1. Conferences of the Primate and the Diocesan Council Chairman 
with the Pastor and Parish Council Chairman. 

2. Various reports submitted by representatives of the Diocesan 
Council. 

3. Various reports, letters, and petitions directed to the Diocesan 
Council. 

4. Meeting of October 14, 1975 of the Primate, Diocesan Council, 
Pastor, and Parish Council at which various parishioners of the 
Elberon parish were permitted to attend. 

5. Letter of October 29, 1975, directed to Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian, 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council, St. Mary Armenian Church, 
by Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Armenian Church of 
America. 

6. Letter of December 29, 1975, directed to Mr. John Chakamian by 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Armenian Church of 
America. 

7. Letter of December 23, 1975, directed to Mr. Barkev Elian, Mrs. 
Araxy Gokberk and Mr. Sarkis Dadourian. 

8. Meeting at St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey, on 
January 8, 1976, attended by John K. Najarian, Chairman of the 
Diocesan Council, Reverend Dajad Davidian, Vice Chairman of the 
Diocesan Council, and Crosby Goshgarian, member of the Diocesan 
Council, and the elected Parish Council and the interim appointed 
Parish Council. 

9. By-laws of the Armenian Church of America, precedents, intent and 
tenor thereof. 

Considering the Primate and Diocesan Council have suspended the elected 
Parish Council and appointed the above-mentioned interim committee; and con
sidering an interim appointed Parish Council was appointed by the Primate 
and the Diocesan Council and considering that, at the joint meeting of 
January 8, 1976, each of you was polled by the Diocesan Council Chairman, 
and you: 

1. Refused to acknowledge the interim appointed Parish Council. 

2. Refused to honor the directions of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council. 

3. Refused to surrender all keys, books, records, bank accounts and 
funds of the St. Mary Armenian Church to the interim appointed 
Parish Council. 
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4. Refused to recognize the authority of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council in all matters affecting the St. Mary Armenian Church which 
is an integral part of the Armenian Diocese of America headed by the 
Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian and the duly elected Diocesan 
Council of the Armenian Diocese of America. 

5. Insisted that the elected officers of the St. Mary Armenian Church do 
not have to recognize the Primate and the Diocesan Council except in 
ecclesiastical and religious matters. 

Each of you is hereby advised to surrender in an orderly fashion all keys, 
books, records, bank accounts, cash and any and all personal property and real 
estate of St. Mary Armenian Church to the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America on or before January 30, 1976. All property referred to herein will 
be surrendered to us as the Primate, at the Diocesan Office, 630 Second Avenue, 
New York, New York 10016. 

Each of you in failing to comply with this direction will be personally 
held liable for your non-compliance. 

This letter warrants your immediate attention. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



His Eminence 

BARKAVE G. ELIAN 

COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

5810 BERGENLINE AVE. 

WEST NEW YORK, N.J.07093 

865-Z255 

AREA ConE ZOI 

April 23, 1976 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
and Members of the Diocesan Council 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence and Gentlemen: 

In a Circular dated March 25, 1976 [copy of which 
is attached hereto for your convenience] , addressed to all 
Parishioners of St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey, 
the Interim Governing Committee over the signature of Jack 
Antreassian, Administrator, advised that a special Parish 
assembly will be convened on June 13, 1976 for the purpose, 
inter alia, of electing a Parish Council to administer the 
Parish until January or February, 1977 and prescribed the 
conditions and procedures for such election. Said Circular 
indicated that anyone who qualified under the conditions of 
the accompanying membership form [copy of which is also attached] 
will be eligible to vote at said Meeting by completing and 
signing the form and submitting it to the Interim Governing 
Committee no later than Hay 17, 1976 with a minimum remittance 
of $15.00 dues for 1976. 

In a follow up Circular dated April 15, 1976 [copy 
of which is also attached], Mr. Antreassian gave certain explan
ations and enlarged upon the prior Circular and stated that 
"Any Member has the right to make formal objection to any 
procedure he or she judges to be contrary to the By-Laws" and 
"Any \vho feel they have valid objection may make their case 
by writing to the Primate and asking that their appeal be 
presented to the (Diocesan) assembly for consideration and 
decision." As one of those affected persons who feel they 
have valid objection to the proposed election and procedures 
and conditions outlined, I hereby register my formal objection 
and request that this objection be presented to the Diocesan 
Assembly for consideration and decision upon the following 
grounds: 

1. I was one of five members elected on 2/16/75 
to serve for a term of two years as a member of the Parish 
Council of St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey. 
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Said election was ratified by the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council in accordance with Article 25 of the By-Laws, and 
therefore,have the right to continue to serve until January, 
1977 and until their successors are duly elected and con
firmed by the Primate and assume Office [Art. 28]. Sub
sequently, I was elected Chairman of the Parish Council and 
as such became ex-officio delegate to the Diocesan Assembly 
with the same privileges and rights as elected delegates 
[Art. 54]. The Primate and the Diocesan Council are 
responsible to the Diocesan Assembly which is the represen
tative body of the Parishes [Art. 49]. The Primate and the 
Diocesan Council have no power to remove a delegate. 

,r Therefore, the removal of the Chairman of the Parish Council, 
thereby depriving this Parish of being represented by its 
duly elected officer at the fourth coming general assembly 
is unconstitutional. It is my firm belief that the assertion 
of such power, if carried to its logical conclusion,may 
lead the Diocesan Assembly, before long, to become subservient 
to and controlled by its Primate and Diocesan Council and 
result in the stifling of Democratic processes and the 
creation of a Distatorship within our Church. 

By letter dated October 29, 1975 addressed to Rev. 
Vertanes Kalayjian with a copy to me, the Parish Council 
members were removed from Office. When the power of removal 
by the Primate and the Diocesan Council was challenged, we 
were informed that the Parish Council was only suspended 
and subsequently an Interim Governing Committee was appointed 
by the Primate and the Diocesan Council to administer the 
Parish in place of its regularly elected Parish Council. A 
thorough reading of the By-Laws of the Armenian Church of 
America convinces me that no power to either "remove or 
suspend or appoint members of the Parish counc1l 1s vested 
in the Primate and/or the Diocesan Council and the removal 
or suspension of the Parish Council of St. Mary Armenian 
Church, Elberon, New Jersey and the appointment of any 
committee in its place is unconstitutional and violates the 
spirit and the letter of said By-Laws." 

I, therefore, respectfully ask that this issue be 
brought before the forthcoming Diocesan assembly for action and 
decision. 

2. I am also opposed to the planned Parish Assembly 
Meeting on June 13, 1976 for the following reasons: 

1. The procedures and conditions outlined in the 
attached letters indicate that an applicant will be allowed 
to vote at said Meeting if his application is submitted on or 
before ?.~ay 17, 19 76 although he has not been a member for 6 
months as required by Article 7. 
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2. Such Meeting is not being called in accordance 
with Article 13 by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

3. The panel of nominees for Parish Council 
membership is being prepared by the Interim Governing Committee 
instead of the nominating committee rightfully elected by the 
Parish Assembly at its last annual meeting. 

4. The five members of the Parish council whose 
term has not expired is being forced to submit to another 
election,at this time, instead of being allowed to continue 
to serve until their term expires and their successors are 
elected and assume office. [Article 25 and 28] 

5. The planned Parish Assembly Meeting on June 13, 
1976 is untimely and uncalled for, at this time, under existing 
conditions, as such a meeting is bound to accentuate the existing 
division and polarize the community still further. It is more 
prudent to defer such election to the Annual Parish Assembly 
in January, 1977 by which time old wounds would have a better 
chance to heal and the progress already made by the Interim 
Governing Committee in restoring the community to normal 
viability will not be completely lost. 

I trust, therefore, that the Issue of this planned 
Meeting on June 13, 1976 will also be brought before the Diocesan 
Assembly for careful consideration and decision. 

Respectfully yours, 

BARKAVE G. ELIAN 

BGE/rs 

Enclosures 



March 25, 1976 

TO ALL PARISHIONERS OF THE ST 9 MARY ARMENil\t~ CHURCH OF C\?L43ERON, NH! JERSEY 

The Primate and the Diocesan Council of the Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America have authorized the Interim Governing Committee to convene a Special 
Parish Assembly for the purpose of electing a Parish Council to administer the 
Parish unti 1 January or February 1977 .. i·lominating and Auditin9 Committees ~·:i 11 
also be elected to serve the same period of time. 

Anyone in the community t-Jho qualifies under the conditions of the accom
panying 1·1embership Form \'Jill be eligible to vote at the Special Parish Assembly 
by completing and signing the form, and submitting it with a minimum remittance 
of $15.00 dues for 1976. 

Such membership forms are mandatory and must be submitted to the Interim 
Governing Committee no later than r·1ay 17, 1976, for eligibility to vote at the 
Special Parish Assembly which will be convened on June 13, 1976. 

The slates for the elections will be prepared by the Administrator and the 
Interim Governing Committee. 

For eligibility to be a candidate for office, one must be a member in good 
standing for a minimum of one year. Any member who has neglected payment of 
dues for any year since having been enrolled, may reinstate his membership by 
remitting dues for at least the last two years that have been omitted, and in 
this \'lay qua 1 ify to be a candidate. 

The Interim Governing Committee 1·1ill remain in charge of parish affairs 
until the council is elected in June and confirmed by the Diocesan Council. The 
Parish Council will submit minutes of its meetings to the Primate regularly. 

The elected Parish Council will serve approximately seven months until an 
Annual Parish Assembly is convened next January or early February, at \'lhich new 
elections are to be held and all regular business of the parish considered9 
according to the Diocesan By-La~·Js. Eligibility to vote or stand for election 
at the Annual Parish Assembly will be determined by the provisions of the Dio
cesan By-La~tJS. 

t·Je repeat that only those who si0n tiembership Forms and remit a minimum of 
$15.00 for 1976 dues no later than tlay 17, 1976, \'till be eligible to vote at 
the June 13 Assembly. 

J
h: In~erim Governing Committee 

t!td~ 
Antreassian, Administrator 

)',,' 



ST. nARY ARf1EiHAN CHURCH OF ELBERON, NEH JERSEY 

M E ~ B E R S H I P F 0 R M 

I \'JOuld like to be enrolled as a voting member of the St. f1ary Armenian 
Church of Elberon, Net~/ Jersey, a parish under the jurisdiction of the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church of America. 

I am not a dues-paying or voting member of any other church. 

I was baptized in and/or I am a conmunicant member of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. 

I am more than 18 years of age. 

I have enclosed (or have previously paid) my dues for 1976 
(minimum $15.00). 

******************************************************************************* 

flar.1e 

f,ddress 

C-ity 
------------------------------ Telephone 

State 

Zip 

******************************************************************************* 

I \'lish to reinstate my membership for the ye:::1rs 
L·2.: remitting past dues, which are enclosed. 

Date Signature 



• April 15, 1976 

TO PARISHIONERS OP 8'1' • .MAD% ARMENIAN CHUltC1t OP BLBJmON 
_._ a.. s H ••••• .. •r a M q • . • a • a a - .. I 

( tie last wrote to you on March 25 outlin!ng con4it.ions and proeedures 
of a Special Parish Assembly to be held in the parish on June ll. l t 
may be useful to add some further tbougbts on the subject.. 

Each membership enrollment must be on an ind1 vidual basis, one to 
a person. However many individuals in a family may wish to become mem ... 
bera, and mee·t the conditions of membership, each must fill out a sepa
rate form, which can be secured from t:ha Church. 

Explanation of "Co:mmunicant Mamber11 referred to in Mam.be:rship Ponu 
Every member of the Armenian Church must be baptized e Baptism in some 
other churches is also re<:091\ized, in which case an AXmenian p!:'iest 
'lfi.7t.Y grant. confirmation, and in the process admit him or het> as a cOJIIIDU
nicant member of the AnleniaD Cbureb. Therefore communicant in this 
instance means baptism in another Church whicb has been formalizEd 
through confiftmlt.ion in and acceptance by t,be Al:'menian Cllurcb. 

< The election and procedures outlined in our communication of March 25 
were adopted and autbori~ed by the Primate and the Diocesan Council. They 
a..ra intemied to serve the best i~terests of the Elberon parish witll wbicb 
they have been concerned for many mDDths. ~"-~--~_pecial Parish Asseir.bly is 
baing convened in special circumstaooes to restore the parish to loc(ll 
'!_~a<iEU.~IJ~P-- ~~ter_IDOnths __ ~_ yin_g.l__g!,~~-~uti()J\ _ a_s a 4W.y_ ccnati tuted 
pariah. ADy member has __ ~ _x:igb.1; toJn.lko_formal obi~ion to ap.y pxoce
~-s- ~_f.)r sb.i(:J\td:gei_-~to=:-_bQ .oou.tzuy t~ tha_b}r-laws. While this is logic• 
ally done ·a.t:ter the fact, we want <:o brin9 t:his right to everyonG 11 S 
attention now because the 74th Annual Diocesan Assembly ia to be held on 
April 30-I-4ay 1, __ 1976. If a protest is deferred until after the election 
ln -J"uiie-,- lt cannot be considered u.nt11 1977. And since the proeed:cx·es 
have already been announced formally, any who feel t.hey have valid ob-

·jection may make their case by ~iti~to ~-~~~~--and asking that 
thei~___§~al be preoen-t:~_ w _tJle.Ms~.).y for consideration and decision. 

.._________ '-.......n•••~ - -··-·--··••··--•• 

\fe stress tbis because it is in the best interests of tha pari.sb to 
have all objeotiona posed and acted upon as promptly 6S possible. It 
doee no good to hav-e the same questions antl doubts exp:reasad CN('r and 
r:t<te); again. 'l'hose ~'lho ha.ve objections should pose them through ~»:escribed 
chsnnels, and one') acted upon, should allo~1 them tc be put to reet. The 
J1Tne l:l Parish Assembly must be an affirmative beginning fo-e the Elberoo 
pariah, uncluttered by questions that should be and could be x;-esolved 
before then. 

The Armenian Church is for all our people. st. Mary's of: Blberon is 
no exception. Uo one has t.he right, mornl or leg-al, to tell anyone £:lee 
that he is not wanted in the Church, t.hat he is not welcome. There are 
prescribed ways to take action in the event anyone ac·ts in a manne.c that 
is detrimental to the spirit and welfare of our Church and parish .. ~e 
~annot allow the alienation of anyone seeking to pray and commune ~t the 
altar of our Holy Church. Anyone who comports himself in this manr.e:.: 
offends tbe Holy Spirit of our Church, and will disqualify himself trcm 
the right to membership in our parish. 

. .. :·. 

i 

l 

I 
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July 27, 1976 

Action Cornmi ttee For The Protection 
of Hights of Hembers of The 
Armenian Church, Inc. 

55 Columbia Avenue 
Long Dranch, New J..ersey 07740 

Archbishop Torkom Manooqian, Pri~ate, 
and Members of the Di6cesan Council 

Armenian Diocese of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10015 

Dear Archbishop Nanoogian and Council Members: 

You will find enclosed a copy of the latest post card petition 
currently being circulated in the Elberon, N.J. church community. 

We trust there is little doubt in your minds as to who the 
moving force is again behind this campaign. 

Fr. Kalayjian continues to fuel the emotional fires in this 
community in his determination to again become priest of St. Mary's 
parish. 

We vrould like to emphasize that as long as his physical presence 
looms as a dark cloud over this area, the much sought peace and 
harmony will never occur to this ravaged community. 

Hhile we know you are havinq difficulty in placing him, he 
continues to boast of his jmminent return, in spite of your reassurances 
that the Diocesan Council will never gain allow his presence here. 

Under our past experiences with the Diocese, we are sorry to say 
that we have little confidence in their decisions and therefore 
consider this matter with grave concern as long as this man pursues 
a course of dctive belligerence in defiance of your decision. 
vihy does the DioceS;an Council have so much difficulty in controlling 
this man? 

Little more than a month has past since the June elections. We 
have evidence that Fr. Kalayjian actively campaigned for all the 
current Parish Courucil members in anticipation of this current ploy. 
It is further known: that some of the Parish Council members openly 
picketed the Diocese recently on behalf of Fr. Kalayjian. Therefore 
we suggest that these efforts are being maneuvered under a joint 
conspiracy regardle:ss of who is openly fronting this drive. 

It is also a k:nown fact that in order to inflate ·the petition 
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numbers in an attem~to distort and misrepresent the situation 
for your benefit, the petitions are beina solicited from many 
individuals with absolutely no connection or interest in our 
Church, some of '"'hom are J~nmv to be admitted Catholics and 
Seventh Day Adventists. 

Needless to say, we are determined to see that Fr. Kalayjian 
never returns to this Church again. We hope that you w·ill take 
the decisive actions both to reprimand Fr. Kalayjian as well as 
instruct the Parish Council as to their basic responsibilities 
for conductina the administrative affairs of our Parish without 
the politics,-so that this game will end once and for all. 

We see your firm actions as the only hope to avoid another 
flairh;g c:.~ t.he specific conflict:. vthich la:ought us to our current 
dilemma~ 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

R~ttfu~y yours, 

'-It::::-:;;;--
• 7,1 • • h 

The Execut1ve counc1l for t e 
Action Committee for The Protection 
of Rights of Hembers of the Armenian 
Church, Inc. 

CC: Judge. John Najarian, Chairman. 
Fr •• pajad Davidian, Vice Chairman. 
Fr. Zaven Arzoumanian, Secretary. 
Mr. Edward KorJ~oian, Treasurer. 
Fr. Paren Avedikian, Asst. Secretary. 
Fr. Mampre Kouzouian, Asst. Treasurer. 
Mr. Crosby Goshgarian, Advisor. 
Mr~ Ceorge Jus}calian, Advisor. 
Mr. George HeJ<:enian, Advisor • 

.. 
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DEAR PAIUSHIONEH: 

Please SIGN below and Mail ~1is postcard as 
soon as possible. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN, PAHISH COUNCIL OF ST 1-'l.l\.RYS ARMENIAN 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH, ELBERON, NJ: 

I Want FatherVertanes Kalayjian reinstated as 
Pastor of StMary's Armenian Apostolic Church, 
Elberon, N. J. 

SIGN _____ _ DATE 
·------------------------~ 

... 

Parish Council of 
st. aMary 's Armenian Church 
1184 Ocean Ave. 
Elberon, N. J. 07740 

.. 
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Judge John Najarian 
Chairman, Diocesan Council 
630 Industrial Bank Building 
Provide~ce, R.I. 02903 

Dear Judge Najarians 

55 Columbia Avenue 
Long Branch, New Jersey 07740 

April 7, 1976 

It is not my intention to concern you with a petty gripe 
concerning the affairs of St. Mary•s Church, Elberon, NoJ., 
but I do feel there is a situation developing here that requires 
the attention of the Diocesan Council. 

As you know, Mr. Jack Antreassian was sent here to moderate the 
conflicts existing in the Church organization without prejudice 
to any groups of individuals. The problem is that he appears 
to be purposely favoring a selected group of individuals 
in the Ladies Guild Executive Committee, while purposely trying 
to freeze out myself and Mrs. Beatrice Lambie. 

On several occasions the Ladies Guild Executive Committee 
purposely attempted to schedule meetings at the homes of specific 
individuals under the direction of Mrs. A. Tashjian, who is 
known to be hostile to both myself and Mrs. Beatrice Lambie. 
It is general knowledge to Mr. Antreassian that Mrs. Lambie 
as well as myself would never attend a meeting held at this 
individual's house. Since Mrs. Tashjian attempted to use 
this strategy on several occasions in the past, Mr. Antreassian 
was forced to freeze the meetings until after the impending 
church elections, with the further directive that these meetings 
should not be held. 

It now suddenly is determined without explanation that the 
Ladies Guild Exec. Committee will again convene for the purpose 
of holding special elections for Chairmanship and other offices 
of this'committee at Mrs. A. ~ashjian•s home. Mr. Antreassian 
again knew all to well that Mrs. Lambie and myself would never 
enter the home of this woman. When Mr. Antreassian was confronted 
for an explanation, he chose to ignore me and Mrs. Lambie without 
any further discussion. 

Now I ask you the same question that I asked him. Do you think 
that it is in the best interest of this church, at this time, 
to hold special meetings and elections in the home of selected 
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individuals? Further, do you feel that the much required 
harmony in this Church could ever hope to be achieved by 
holding such an important meeting in the home of a controversial 
individual instead of the Church Hall, where we could all feel 
confortable and truly welcome. When I asked Mr. Antreassian 
why the meeting was being held in her home, he said that they 
wanted it that way. ( I assumed that this meantMrs. Tashjian 
and her little group.) Why is Mr. Antreassian trying to 
appease certain members of the Ladies Guild Exec. committee,while 
knowingly freezing others out????? 

I question Mr. AntreassiarlS better judgement in this matter 
and perhaps his potential motives,which incidentially is a 
common attitude shared by many of the other ladies in our 
organization. · 

Thanking you for the consideration and attention which we 
hope you will give to this matter, I remain 

CC1 Mrs. Beatrice Lambie 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~L/-~ 
Mrs. Hermina Karakashian 

Member Ladies Guild Executive 
Committee. 

CCt St. Mary's Church Interim Committee 



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
President, Diocesan Assembly 
6)0 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminencea 

313 8th Avenue 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712 
April 26, 1976 

During the past year many incidents have occurred concerning 
St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church, Elberon, New Jersey, that 
raise questions in my mind as to whether they are legal and 
within the by-laws. 

On June 1), 1976, there will be a special Parish Assembly 
convened at St. Mary's for the purpose of electing a Parish Council. 
Anyone registering as a member by May 17, 19?6, and meeting all 
the qualifications in the by-laws except Article 7, Line 4, 
"provided that at least six months have elapsed since the date of 
their registration as members of the Parish," may vote at this 
election. Do the Primate and the Diocesan CounciL:have the right 
to act contrary to the by-laws, or authorize others to? 

According to Article 1), "The Annual Parish Assembly shall 
be held regularly once a year during the months of January or 
February". The Primate and the Diocesan Council instructed 
(letter of October 29, 19?5) "the convening of the Parish Assembly 
is hereby suspended until further notification." 

In the same letter (October 29, 1975) the Primate and the 
Diocesan Council issued the following decisions "The present 
Parish Council members are hereby removed from office... Shouldn•t 
a Parish Council member have charges presented against him, or 
just causes explained to him, and the opportunity to answer such 
charges or causes? 

After removing the Parish Council, the Primate and Diocesan 
Council appointed a Parish Council, which later became "The Interim 
Governing Committee." Is this the proper action according to the 
by-laws, or should Article 2? be followed? 

According to Article 39, "A Parish Priest ••• to serve in the 
Parish shall be elected by the Parish Assembly." It has been the 
policy for the Primate and the Diocesan Council to appoint a 
Priest to a Parish. Should a Parish Priest be elected? Does a 
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Parish have a say in who their Priest shall be? 

I am not bringing these items to your attention to create 
difficulties or cause trouble. They are not meant to be complaints 
against the Primate or the Diocesan Council. However, I would 
appreciate it if you would interpret the by-laws and decide if 
they were observed properly in these decisions.(Article 61B). 
If the Primate and the Diocesan Council are to have these powers, 
than I sug~est that the by-laws be re-written, giving it to them, 
and making allowances for situations such as the one that occurred 
at St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in Elberon, New Jersey. 

I will continue to abide by the decisions of the Primate, 
the uiocesan Assembly and the Diocesan Council, and serve my 
Church to the best of my abilities. 

Sincerely, 

~ij.\~ 
John A. Kaiserian 

cca Chairman, Diocesan Council-Judge Najarian 
Chairman, Diocesan Assembly 
Delegate, Diocesan Assembly-Alex Mamourian 



May 18, 197€ 

Barkave G. Elian, Esquire 
5810 Bergenline Avenue 
West Nevt York, New Jersey 07093 

Dear Mr. Elian: 

Re: Your letter dated April 23, 1976 
Various letters, communications, 
requests and decisions referred 

_____ t_o_1~er_~t!'!_~~-~c;_~---- ---------··----

Thank you for your letter referred to above which was received 
timely for reference to the 74th Annual Diocesan Assembly. 

Be advised that the matters and issues raised in said letters 
were presented to the Assembly in open session. An explanation of 
the past history and actions taken by the Primate and Diocesan Coun
c11 were also presented to the Assembly in open session. 

Upon deliberation by the Assembly in open session and more spe
cifically on Friday, April 30, 1976, and upon motion duly made, sec
onded and passed, the Diocesan Assembly voted that regarding the 
Elberon Parish and any and all problems, issues,i,decisions:l protests 
and complaints relating thereto, all prior decisions by the Primate 
and the Diocesan Council are hereby ratified and affirmed and the 
Diocesan Assembly does hereby set forth its mandate to the Primate 
and the Diocesan Council that the Primate and Diocesan Council are 
authorized and empowered to take any action deemed necessary in 
their judgment in the total administration of the Elberon Parish. 

I trust that issues raised in your letter have been resolved 
by decisions previously made by the Primate and the Diocesan Council. 



Barkave G. Elian, Esquire 2. May 18, 1976 

Any suggestions which you feel may be beneficial in the future 
w111 be appreciated and, as in the past, will be given the utmost 
consideration. 

I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 



, 

The Very Reverend Paren Aved1k1an 
Pastor~ St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield. Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

June 3, 1976 

We confirm receipt of your two letters of May 2B. 

We are pleased that arrangements have been confirmed for your 
visit to the Elberon parish on June 13, and appreciate the concurrence 
of your parish council. We feel sure that your presence will prove 
valuable. Mr. Mekenian was planning to communicate with you con
cerning arrangements of your stay as well as your means of transport
ation to Elberon. 

We are happy also that Father Michael will be available for the 
Mission program in Greenfield, and feel sure that the expenses involved 
will be,assumed by the Program Committee. We will communicate with 
father Karekin. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



UP. sn~ZU'Ll.tU liltrS~9. ZU98. bltb'lb8~ 
lJbtrU""ns" s~~rns~~ 

ii>t. Jobn'~ armenian ~burtb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian 
Clergyman In Residence 

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 

2200 I NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE C313) 569-3405 * 

May 28, 1976 

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero 
Assistant Pastor 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

Just a brief note to confirm our conversation regarding 
my visit to St. Mary's Parish in Elberon, New Jersey, on 
June 13, 1976. 

I have already officially informed the Parish Council of 
St. John's Armenian Church of Your Eminence's wishes and they 
have given their consent. 

PA/rb 

Respectfully yours, 

\-' \--;_ l:~.~ \~ ... ('d:- K,· ..,,_ 

Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 



··' 

UP. Bn&t.Zll'b\tU U'ld'S"i Zll88. · bltb'lb8" 
U'b'O'Uctnsl. s~•rns•~ 

6t. Jobn'• armenian Cburtb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian 
Clergyman In Residence 

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero 
Assistant Pastor 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE <313) 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELC, MICHIGAN 4807!5 

May 28, 1976 

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

Just a brief note to confirm our conversation regarding 
my visit to St. Mary's Parish in Elberon, New Jersey, on 
June 13, 1976. 

I have already officially informed the Parish Council of 
St. John's Armenian Church of Your Eminence's wishes and they 
have given their consent. 

PA/rb 

Respectfully yours, 

Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 



, 

Mrs. Aroos1ag Tashjian 
220 Fifth Avenue 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712 

Dear Mrs. Tashjian: 

May TO~ 1976 

We appreciate the sentiments you expressed in your letter of 
April 28, and can sympathise with the difficulties that have 
plagued the St. Mary Parish of Elberon for more than a year, dif
ficulties that have complicated the work of the Women's Guild as 
well. 

It is our hope that with the elections on June 13. a measure 
of order wtll be res to red to the coam.mity. Till then at 1 east, 
it remains to continue our work with as much patience as we can 
muster. 

You can be content that you have served your Church and parish 
well for which we commend you, and pray that you may be graced with 
God's blessings always. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



His Eainence 
Archbishop T. Maneogian, Pri.ate 
Diecese of the Araenian Church 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Serpazan Hayr, 

April 28, 1976 

As the 19?5 chairlady ef the Ladies Guild of St. Mary I would 

like te bring to your attention the fellowing& 

1. Sinee Jsn 6, 1976 we atteapted te fellow the Diocesan 
instructions te continue the Ladies Guild's activities 
but eur efforts were constantly aborted by a few aeabers. 

2, On Jan. 6, we attempted to haTe eur executiYe electien en 
the church premises but Mrs. Heraina Karakashian and Mrs, 
Yerani« Lambie displayed such an unladylike behavior that 
Mr. J, Chakamian had to adjourn the aeetin! without finish
ing what we had started. Their violent argument was mainly 
against Mr. J. Chakaaian's being the chairaan ef the interia 
GeYerning Bedy and as such against his presence. 

3. After that incident, as you are well aware, we atteapted te 
have Executive ce .. ittee aeetings having in mind to adjourn 
the meeting if these two ladies started their tantrums again. 

4. Our scheduled Executive Cemaittee meetings for Jan. 13 and 
Jan. 27 had te be called off for one reason or another and 
on both eceasions the •embers were duely notified by telephene 
er 1n person. Yet, Mrs. H. Karakashian had the nerve (she 
and her cehorts always did) to tell a lie that she wasn't 
called. The fact is that she was called by Miss MaryAnn 
Tutanjian and the call was received by her aether-in-law. 

5. I personally cannot see how aeabers of the executive 
committee can act irresponsibly like the above aentioned 
ladies do and continue to remain in office. 



6. The St. Mary's Church had ene element left in sem1-act1Te 
ste.te end that we.s the Ladies Guild, but now eTen that is 
being destroyed by these ladies end their supporters. 

Serps.zan He.yr, unless you persenally put yourself in charge ef 

putting st. Mary back en it's feet I see all efforts being 
just waisted. 

7. Finally, en April 6, 1976 we had our executive cemmittee 
aeet1ng and election in my hoae with the knowledge and 
the peraission of Mr. J. Antreasian. Such practice was 
not uncemmon fer our group yet Mrs. H. Karakeshian and 
Mrs. Y. Lambie refused to be present. 

8. On April 20, 1976 at the general membership meeting of the 
Ladies Guild these same ladies'disrupted the whale aeeting 
with Tielent outbursts and foul language that can not be 
telerated. 

I subaitt these to yeur attention. 

C.C. Mr. J. Najarian 
Mr. J. Antreasian 

Respectfully, 

(1'[#/'-i.l~j _rytP)-i{dt-nJL 

Mrs. A. Tashjian 



Mr. Jack Antreassian 
2B Aspen Mall 
Old Bridge, New Jersey 0&~57 

Dear Mr. Antreassian: 

June 23, 1976 

We were pleased to receive the minutes of the Special Assembly 
of the Elberon Parish. held June 13, 1976, convened to elect a parish 
council, a nominating committee and an auditing committee, all to 
serve until the next regular parish assembly scheduled to meet in 
January or February of 1977. 

We hereby officially confinn the elections and direct that 
the new parish council begin its assumption of the administrative 
leadership of the parish. 

We realize that its job is particularly difficult in view of 
the comparatively disorganized state of the parish in recent months. 
This makes it even more essential that the council address itself to 
its work with extra dedication. 

We would like the minutes of all council meetings sent to our 
office promptly. We should also be informed if any particular prob
lems arise that might require our immediate attention. 

We pray that God may guide St. Mary's new council with His love 
and wisdom. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



ST. MARY 'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 
of Elberon 

June 13, 1976 

On June 13, 1976 after Church services a meeting was held 
to elect a new Parish Council, Nominating Committee and 
Auditing Committee. 

1 

The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. with a prayer 
by The Very Rev. Paren Avedikian. Mr. George Mekenian and 
Mr. Crosby Goshgarian, members of the Diocean Council were 
present also Mr. Jack Antreasian, Chairman of the Interim 
Par ish Council • 

Mr. Goshgarian asked for a roll call of members. 104 were 
present at the time of the call. 

The chair, Mr. Mekenian asked for nominations from the 
floor for additional candidates to be added to the existing 
nominees for Parish Council. 

Motion on the floor called the nominations be closed as 
no nominations were made and same was seconded. 

Mrs. Jenev Chakamian suggested that there being no add
itional nominations, the existing candidates be unanimously 
accepted. 

After a brief discussion among the Diocean Council, Mr. 
Mekenian advised that there being only 10 candidates on the 
list there must be a vote as only 9 nominees can be accepted. 

The chair called for nominations from the floor for additional 
names for the Nominating Committee. The names nominated were: 

Mrs. Anna Hovnanian 
Mrs. Seta Ghazarian 
Mrs. Angel Varian 

The chair called for nominations from the floor for additional 
names for the Auditing Committee. No nominations were made 
therefore nominations were closed. 

At. l:iQ p.m. balloting commenced. 

Miss Maryann Tutunjian, Mr. John Pehlevanian, Mr. Harout 
Karakashian and Mr. John Chakamian accepted the ballots and 
checked off the names. 109 ballots were cast. Balloting 
was officially closed at 1:30 p.m. 



Elected Parish Council members are as follows: 

Mr. Berj Buchakjian 
Mr. Armen Bulbulian 
Mr. Harootune Karakashian 
Mr. George Poosikian 
Mr. Andrew Rivas 
Mr. Haig Serabian 
Mrs. Mary Gorra 
Mrs. Aroosiag Tashjian 
Mr. Setrak Tutunjian 
Mr. Steve Checkosky- Alternate 77 

Elected Nominating Committee: 

Mrs. Jenev Chakamian 
Mr. John Pehlivanian 
Mrs. Annette Serabian 
Mrs. Ann Hovnanian 
Mrs. Seta Ghazarian 
Mrs. Rose Sabonjian-

Elected Auditing Committee: 

7'1 

Alternate '/!. 

Miss Nora Bi tchakdj ian / ~-
Mrs. Marion Manigian 7?. 
Mrs • Rose Lee Sa bonj ian '17 ;> 
Mr. John Solakian- Alternate ;.;.l/. 

Meeting was officially closed at 3:00 p.m. with a prayer 
by The Very Rev. Avedikian. 

Respectfully submitted, 

'--· /. . . t £
' ,. 

~ ':leA_ ,./· cc .t t'>-:J//..-.c£ --vc~ 
Mrs. Rose Lee SabonjiQn, Sec. 

Jack Antreasian, Chairman 
Interim Parish Council 



SPECIAL }\SSErffiLY -- ST. t'!ARY PAR-ISH, ELBEnO"CJ, N.J" -- .JUL-IE 13, 1976 

BALLOT 

Parish Council (Vote for no more than 9) 

Berj Buchakj ian 

Armen Bulbulian 

Steve Checkosky 

Harootune :<arakashian 

George Poosikian 

Andre~r 11i vas 

Haig Serabian 

/OD 
I o 1 
'] i] 

.19 
~ 

1 ~? 

Aroosiag Tashjian 

Setrak Tutunjian 

~~ominating: .~ommi ~tee (Vote fqr no more than 5} 

Jenev Chakamian 

Ann Hagopian 

John Pehlivanian 

M.ary Poosikian 

~ose Sabonjian 

I 16 

/~nette Serabian 

v /hvn~t H11 v· I\ &t-?1 ·v~~-__ 

I s e-tt>v k~~~ ...... ~....__

ftnfP. Vf1v~90. 

Auditing Committee (Vote for no more than 3) 

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sabcnjian 

John Kaiserian .John Solakian 

!tarion l'~anigian 

ij~ 

1,71 

*)/ 
• 

(The Interim r;overning Committee en::leavored to forn: com~lete slates 
consisting of candidates the Committee could generally agree on. 
Such slates t,'lere formed. But it must be said that many of the 
candidates so selected refused to rlln. .Z\.11 names c·f candidates on 
this ballot have accented nominatior1, Hith the excEption o1: I<arl 
Kalfaian 't'lho, after many attem?ts, ::ould not he r<~c.ched for confirm
ation. His name v'las left on the ballot in def~renC'e to him. His 
Sl_)ecific '"'ishes '11ill be made knm-1n to the }\ssembly prior to the 
election, at which time further norrinations may be made from the 
floor.) 



SPECIAL ASSE'ffiLY -- ST. hlARY PARISH, ELBERO:::.J, N.J. -- JUNE 13, 1976 

B.A.LLOT 

Parish Council {Vote for no more than 9) 

Berj Buchakjian A.roosiag Tashjian 

2\rmen Bulbulian Setrak Tutunjian 

Steve Checkosky 

::lary Gorra 

Karl I<alfaian 

Harootune Xarakashian 

George Poosikian 

Andre-:." ~i vas 

Haig Serabian 

~\Jominating Comrni ttee (Vo"~:..eJor no more than 5) 

Jenev Chakamian .Annette Serabian 

Ann Hagopian 

John Pehlivanian 

?1ary Poosikian 

~ose Sabonjian 

Auditing Committee (Vote for no more than 3) 

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sabonjian 

John I<aiserian .John Solakian 

!!arion nanigian 

(The Interim Governing Committee endeavored to form com?lete slates 
consisting of candidates the Committee could generally agree on. 
Such slates ~'/ere formed. But it must be said that many of the 
candidates so selected refused to run. All names of candidates on 
this ballot have accented nomination, r.1i th the exception of I<arl 
Kalfaian ~'lho, after many attem::>ts, could not .he reached for confirm
ation. His name ~V"as left on the ballot in def~rence to him. His 
specific ~'lishes ~'.Till be made knm'ln to the .A.ssembly prior to the 
election, at which time further nominations may be made from the 
floor.) 



SPECIAL _7-\SSErffiLY -- ST. '1ARY PA:qiSH r ELBER.m-1, H.J. -- JUHE 13, 1976 

BALLOT 

Parish Council (Vote for no more than 9) 

Berj Buchakjian A.roosiag Tashjian 

Armen Bulbulian Setrak Tutunjian 

Steve Checkosky • · 

~-1ary Gorra 

Harootune Karakashian 

George Poosikian 

Andre•.,r ~i vas 

Haig Serabian 

~~ominatin2 .Collll!E-ttee (Vote for_E..o more than 5) 

. Jenev Chakamian "~nette Serabian 

Ann Hagopian 

John Pehlivanian 

r1ary Poosikian 

Rose Sabonj ian 

Auditina Committee (Vote for no mor~ 

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sabcnjian 

John Kaiserian .John Solakian 

!tarion T~anigian 

(The Interim r;overning Committee endeavored to for!T: comglete slates 
consisting of candidates the Committee could generally agree on. 
Such slates ~11ere formed. But it must be said that many of the 
candidates so selected refused to run. .1\11 names cf candidates on 
this ballot have acce;:)ted nomination, ~·lith the excEption of Karl 
Kalfaian who, after many attem?ts, could not he r8cched for confirm
ation. His name w·as left on the ballot in def~rence to him. His 
StJecific .,.,ishes \'17il1 be made knm'l7n to the ]\ssembly prior to the 
election, at which time further nominations may be made from the 
floor.) 



4._~- -.. .,. 

l,1r. Harootune Karakashian 
87 Swartrel Drive 
~11 ddl etm·m, New Jersey 077 48 

Dear Mr. Karakashian: 

July 2, 1976 

We are pleased to inform you that ~is Grace Bishop Pa~ken Varjabe
dian will until further notice be assigned to pastoral duties at the St. 
Mary Armenian Church of Elberon, New Jersey. 

The service will be on a part-time basis, according to the following 
schedule: 

1 • He wi 11 arrive in E1 be ron on Saturday, July 17, and rema 1 n there 
until July 25, celebrating the Liturgy on the two Sundays during 
that period. He will be free to leave after the Badarak on the 
25th, to return again the following Saturday. 

2. In this way he will be serving the parish half the time, plus Sun
days~ when he will be able to celebrate the Liturgy regularly for 
the p~riish. 

3. The stipend we have already settled on will be $400.00 a month, 
plus expenses of $85.00 a month. Sleepinq quarters will be provided 
in the space above the Church. Meals and other matters must be 
arranged by him. 

We have already confirmed the elections of your interim parish council. 
We wish to add here and emphasize that it will operate in the character and 
conditions outlined in the letter of May 27, 1976, an information sheet, 
copies of which were sent to all St. Mary parishioners, and a copy of which 
is attached. We wish especially to draw attention to paragraphs three and 
four of said letter. 



-

- 2 -

We are confident that with the assignment of Bishop Papken to serve 
your spiritual needs on a regular basis, a continuity of leadership will 
be freated that will help re-establish harmony in the parish. We know 
that you are aware that nothing is possible without the full cooperation 
and wann devotion of members of your council. 

We pray that God may guide you all with His love and wisdom. 

Enclosure 

st 

Prayerfully~ 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 


