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ST. IIARY' S AH11EIUAN CHURCH 

1184 OCEAN AVE. 
EL.BEHON, N • J. 077 40 

December 8, 1975. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 

Your Eminence: 

At the request of Mrs. Aroosiag Tashjian, chairman of our 
Women's Guild of St. Nary's Armenian Church in Elberon, N.J., 
I am sending a copy of the minutes of our Election Heeting of 
December 2nd. 

The minutes include the names of the newly elected Execu
tive officers to the Guild and the names of the nominating 
Commit tee members for the :rear 1976. A tally of the votes 
cast is also included. 

We pray for a safe return from your journey. 

AT:GGS 
Encl. 

Respectfully and prayerfully yours, 

~/~.~ 
Gladys G. Semon, S'e~etary 



W<aen • a Guild .IQ.ect.1on Mee\iD& 
Decaaber 2, l97S 

!he 'WciHn'a Guild o£ St• ~·• Amerd.an Church ot Inberon, N.J.,, 
met at the Churoh Hall on Tueadq tmm11111 Dea•ber 2, 197S• 

'ftle chairun1 Mrs. Tuhjian, called tbe meetina to order at 8100 p.m. 
, Mrs. Luabi•1 Vioe-obai~ led us in Pft1'11"• 

M.n. Taahjian wlo~ tbe 37 mamban prqent plua 2 pate. One waa 
the niece ot Mre. Varian cd Haourian and the other vas the daughter ot our 
lJlallber Mre. OtNn& ~manjian. 

Tile aecUJ8tar;r reacl tbe 1111DUtu of tbe last meeting, which were uoepted 
V1 th. 2 addit.t.ona. 

Our treasurer, Mai7Aim 1Utunjian reported our balance as tollowaa 
Balance No~ber lat •••••••• lblll.02 

Inoc.e ·•·r 4 • 2 
Leu a 

ltlpenaea 8109.44 
'l'nanater to Pariah 

Counoil 2000.00 
21@?·9H 

Balanoe Nov. ")Otb $2W,0.08 
MaryAnn &lao reported t.hat we Jll8de a profit ot 02SS.oo trcm the 

Tbarlksglvia& dimwr boated bT Mr. & Mrs. D8 c:1oU.r.Lan on Nov.aber l6tb.J which 
•• is iaaluded in t.be inoome lor November aa reported. aboft. 

OorrespoDdiD& seoretar;y, Mrs. Sahaiian read letter raoeiftd I1'0IIl Mr. 
and Mrs. Dadour.t.an, 'tbaaid ng ua tor the b8au.I.U'ul centerpiece of tall 
tlowen and tor our cooperation 1D the p:reparing and 88J'ViPC of the Thanks• 
giT.l.ug dinner, Vbioh vu in .-ory ot their eon, the late Michael Bahitan.an. 

'l'heir daughtu-in•lav Mn. Dorotby Babitar.l.an enoloaed a check in the 8lllOW& 
ot $2S.OO to be dcmated to the Guild in appreciat.1on ot our ettorta. 

Mra. Sabagian alao read a let~ trom Mr. Levon ltaearjian of Red Dank, 
in which he donated the rug,he vas Wormed he had wn aa eeconc.t pl'iae in 
our Rattle drawn on N~ 22ncl. In his letter he suggeet.ed that st. Mary' a 
use "or whatever dispoe:U.ion tAey aq elect"• Mra. Tashjian suggested that 
perhaps • could uae it aa a priae in our next ntne. 

She also annomacecl that· 1)0.00 in cbecka bad bean reoe1 vecl so far tor 
the Gbr.lat.maa Oreettiqp to 8PI*I' 1D tbe _. ..._. ot O.Mih• 8be •leo 
announced that aboutr flOO.OO was realized tram the annual rattle this 
year. Man7' ot t.he gltw..,.. donated and other g1n.s were purchued for 
gi.,._...,. pri.. at tblt Rattle t.bJ'ou&h 1110118tar"T doDaUone b;y several donera • 
The ~s w:Ul appear in the next ieaue ot Gant.qb.. 

MaryAnn read tbe list ot Rattle w1nneraJ lAatter ot tbanks will be aent. 
to Mrs. Baht1ar1an and Mr. Kaaarjian• 

Letter ot tbanlcs and IJSeOO checlc Hnt t.o Jameeon i'loriat tor tbe 
'l'h8l'llce&i Ying centerpiece vaa l'Nd. 

Mnl. Bllbsdur1an reported the expenses ot tbe Thuke&t Ying Dinner, which 
will be taken~ ot by the Dadour1ana. 

'1'be Seoret.az7 annouuoed that paid up maabenhip ot the Guild vae SO 
maben. Atten.clamae wa taken uxl 37 memben ,..,. present and el1g1ble to 
cast b&llou. 

Mn. Taab.1ian requqted Mn. Meaourian1 N()lftinat:I.Dg Camnittee chainDan 
to take over and conduct t.be aee'Ung ot the maabenlbip tor vot1111 for the 
rest ot the evenina. 

Mrs. Haaourian preHJ.lW a letter to the secreta.ry to read to the 
a.boJ'IIhip. The letter 1tU trom candidate, Pauline Avedi)d..ao1 requesting 



• page 2 -

her b.ame be removed from. the ballot, explainin& that due to 1U health, 
she would have to decline the honor of being selected aa ~ candi.d.ate. 

Additional nominations were requested trom the noor, 
They are as tollowsl Vi~a Dedeian, proposed by Mrs. Sabigian, second.

edy:Mrs. M81ll9UrianJ 
Zabel Sahagian proposed by Mrs. Bahaduri.an, seconded 
by Mrs. Semonj 
Ma~Poosikian proposed by Mrs. Semon, seconded 

. siBl taneou811' by Ann Hagopian and Virginia Tutunnjian. 
Ara:x:r Gokberk lllOved nomi~tiona be closed. Mrs. Maaouri.an seconded and 
passed, 
10 names appeared on the ballot as well as siX camida~s tor the 1976 
Nominating Committee. 
Rose Sabonjian asked Mrs. Mamourian to have someone else assist the 
committee on the counting of the ballots since she felt., she as a 
candidate on the ballot would oonatitute "oonfl1ct of int&reet"• Mrs, 
Paotad~pi_ &lao d111Clual1tieci henelt tor tb,e 88lll8 ~on. ~· • MIIII!IOuri• · 
agreed and asked tor volunteers !'rom the mellbflrahip, 
Mrs, Maour.lan accepted Mrs. Nalbandian and Mra. <lokberk to help tally', 
While the ballot sheets vere being prepared the ladies were bviWd-,tlt~,_
.heipc:U6Uel6ye&:.~tohaala&IIUld coffee prepared b;r ~ur hostess .. tor the 
evenina, Mrs, Hend.ne K.arakasbian and her motber-in•law Za'-tl Karakuh-
ian, 
The outcome was as toUowa a 

The tour winning candidates were Karakalthi.an ·and Pooaild.an with 19 
each and ObakAIId.an. and ~ian w1 th 18 ea.m. (Viriliiia. tutrmjian 
with 18 &no, wu iU•1na ~ Piotia& the losi.Di nae herself from 
the bag. ot the tieing contenders w1 tb l8 COUJlte eaeh.) 

On the ballot of candidatel tor Nominating Oommit.tea, t;,qa three 
winners were S•~n and Gokberlc w:1. t.h 20 each and Sallapan With 5:9. 

Request was aatle tor a Recount., 

The aecretar;r ,Mrs. Seaon and. Mrs. Dedeiu joined Mrs. Kaaouri.an;" 
Mra. Gokberlc and Mrs. Nalbandian in t.he kitchen ·tor the recount. 
The recOWlt dicl not. chanae the outcome as .first reported above, 
Tall;r on the Ballots is as tollowll 

For ~t.1ve 2«!!1ttee For Nominating COJIIII.ittee 

Bahadourian, M&r;r ••••••••• , U.. 
Ohakamian, Jenev •••••••••••• ~ 
Itarakashian, Hermi.De •••••••• @" 
Pacradooni, Haiganooah ••••••• 2 
Sabonjian, Roae ••••••••••••• (D!) 
Solald.an, Sima •••••••••• •• ••• ) 
1'utgnj1an, Virp.nia ••• •••• •• 18 
Decle1an, Virgin1a •••••••••••• l7 
Sahagian, Zabel •••••••••••••J;l 
Poosikian, Mar.y ••••••••••••t12/ 

Gokberk, Araxy ••••• •. ~ 
Pooaild.an, Mary •• ••, •• .JS_ 
Sahagian, Zabel ••••••• ~ 
Semon, Gl.adya • •••••••• ~ 
.Tanner,Armen ••••••••••• l8 
Varian, .A.n&ele •••• •. •• .16 

The :raeeting was adjoumed by obainu.n, Mrs. TashJian t.banki.ng the 
Nominating Oommi ttee tor a job vall doneJ asked for cont1nued support 
tor the Guild t.o help make the coming yeaa a aucceaatul one tor tbe support 
of our .Church. 

Our next meeting is Deoeaber 16th. 
---· ~ect.tully ~t~ 

. /.~-~~Y?.{o;:,·slc"y:~~~ ,~--v---



BARKAVE G. ELIAN 

CouNsELLOR AT LAw 

5810 BEROENLINE AVE. 

WEST NEW YORK, N.J. 07093 

865-2255 

AREA Cone: 201 

March 12, 1975 

His Grace Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate, and Members 
of the Diocesan Council of the Armenian Church of America: 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

RE: St. Mary's Armenian Church 
Elberon, New Jersey 

I enclose herewith copies of the following papers: 

1. Minutes of the 1975 Parish Assembly Meeting 
as originally submitted by the Secretary of the Parish Assembly. 

2. Suggested corrections of said Minutes furnished 
by Reverend Vertanes Kalayj ian, ,_;our Parisli. Priest. 

3. Letter of March 4, 1975 enclosing revised 
original copy of the aforesaid Minutes as finally approved by the 
Chairman and Secretary of said Meeting. 

4. Original revised Minutes of the 1975 Parish 
Assembly Meeting signed by the Chairman and Secretary of said Meeting 
which our Parish Priest declinedto sign. 

You will observe that the revised Minutes have 
incorporated some of the suggestions of our Parish Priest but the 
other suggestions were not incorporated because it was felt they 
were unjustified or unwarranted. I prefer not to answer the comments 
made in Reverend Kalayjian~suggested corrections, unless I am directed 
to do so. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call or 
write me. 

Respectfully yours, 

_,L;a»g:-~---r~ 7 { 

Barkave G. Elian 



·•.,: 

',.;;_ ~~'4;' ·. ··:,:., ~· • :..· '~..:::;. c .~ 
. , MlN.STES or THE PARISH ASS£f(BLY .... 1'75 · ... {Su.gaatell cerrectiena) · 

1) ·AIIol te thlr fi~tlt. J~t~Hg}tl,h''- llaj'ii' .One . >'.· .~~-i~--""" . 
"T·hs .church ~ .. ttvicea 'wre •var at 11.50 A~M •. The reaaa, Uut .Meet±nv 
.was late ta start ·"'·· a new '""nur• •. ,., aemi tting mawtlt~tre ta' t·ifte . . 
·~ ~ajmbly; 'J.nsti tuta¥. wl theut, the ~ttrfa•nt ef' the Patle.h,. Prlea·t anll/ar 
the Pariah Cauncil If . · · · · 

·' '' 

S!!!!!l - fhe_J;tt·~--~iJI ne .neell· t• ••ntien thtlt.;t~at .".rt•• ••thaal .. crea.t~tal 
agg'tevatians in an alreaaly. C.nae atmesphera. · 

$•9•·n.llf,this .. mnuutntellf ,.pritc~~, .• nt' .. cannat ... given legitimacy. 
"l .. ~ ·. f~~. . '·-..' "• ~. ·~ .- .. · -

"rather KalayJian'·r·aatl ,his m••••t• · alth.,ugtt 1 t •••· JJrinted in 
the Annual lh•p•et beak'! ·· 

'·;<n 

CtMunt a)The P.resitilan.t( t."- 9a_etar~) lfte.a ne\ requit•.• f!t!J:!!!!tL: · ·~· ,. 
·•• ..... ·.-. · ta deliver hi.a •••••t•· · · · ·' 

b)lt has •••n·c:uatamary ta,heer:t.ha Paster's meaeaga even 
thaugh reading_.·'· at~·~ t•ra•rta has been wai \led. . 

3) Th.a last paragraph an page twe •ne ttia e-antlnuatien thareef' aheulti ba 
d~letad. Bscaussa 

a)the'Cbairm.:tt tiJlad that it waa nat· r:alavan'\'·t.a the ~·•••g• just read.:{ 
This meant that it waa rulact out at' .el'fler even thaufh i tr ••• net. sa · 
ward'sd. 

~)Bac1lLt•a .of ~he Chair.an·• a,, ruUn1 th_ara was na r.ab~.~al .,. axp.l,anatian 
arrsrad. . 

c)l t was. raf'•rrad ta a later ,time an the ag.enda te be: c•naide.:'ed but\.••• 
n"var braught up agaiiJ··· . . · ·. . _ .. ·· · . ·· ·· .· · · .. · · ·· . 

:ri).H.t' ,.•r•an! a cam.,. ant. aa lt9ltlJRa~• •·• -lt may ·be' cauld ~~~at),l!te 11ada ·pal' t-o. 
·· af the minutes unlaae :.;the ntamba-rahip hall ·_acted upon. it by a veta. · 

Tnt• ·means that enly praparl.y antertainetl 11tat'J.an8 o•ulcf ba ~a~ad•··p&tt. 
· · of the racarll., · . ,: , · . , ". 

Ttita is applicable., ta a11· ceanaents made by athlii- 11•rll•n• an ather 
. a\lbjacta•l gaod exaaa'jtla is the ·••cti·an an ttla 8f.lfllget. . · . . 

c)Ir· this 1a ta be ,inc:ti'wa•d there. llr• •t!•!! !•r •gemt~". t~at aral'eft aut 
· sui;h as Mr.A ~ Mameurkn' e statement· .tnat: "W• have a Sunday i~heol •nd 

that • s enough". Thera is,. ne need to list _;.th.e rest of the elaV,an~. · , 
.. ·~.:r . "" ~ ' . '~ ., ~; 

-4) .At t.o the centent ilf' the "ld paragraph I. enclose twe :•A:NNUAL R.EPORT"s 
·tram· ·tlthef:· ·parishes and he-pa. y•u will ·f'ind tlfe an••••• there. 

;:.,. 

~ lae, Th.e~• are_ num&reu. •J:••s where a Patter"s we~" o·~arlapll wi tt;l that 
ef t'*'• llar-ia.h. 'Cauncil's arfd vice. versa •. ly ·ha•i.ng all theae .activitlea 
t~ndeir •n• r·aport it bac.eaiea sataier to report •11 ef th0 ea •ctivi ties· in 
the third pCJr•~'\~tt. .y•u d's tact bumili ty .in the •&eve you are c0rre~tl :> ,. ,, ' 
If' l"'ha·ve .tj ~·art everything (n the i..U,u detail • • ~ ~ •. ;t~ttget. it• 
BesidtJs .~~.·would be ~ntlird'eted how ~ny pa.rietlionara 1 na·va tt-ied to 
get et,tt flif the next :one a- t\air not mentierting mine,aftd. my f'amiliea • 
A:~ tuaw do you rap,rt that or k•ep a l'eo,IJ'a- .. of .t:t. . , . . · · · , 
tft t.hi:a<'••P•I.'t. both Paef:o.r and Pa.l'iett Cat.Jncil could u~·antity theaael.vaa . 
wJ.th.·.ttJ• wo:.tk _dane ·in itey entlrity •. !iefle people may ~t··llke it;fa,ut t-~ 

. ls t~• .. w,ay l·hav,a. ba(fn··f.ur,a.u~ioning and ht.i .. '"to c;•ntJ.'nu• ~n that po•itiva 
· . dii':S~"lfn · 



'•,;~~~· 
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.. 
5) On page three· del eta the sac and paragraph. l t sheulct reach 

·· ... .; 

"The Chairman, .. foi.W.w4.tif• the custam .estab,litihed during the past. few 
years appointed M·t.V~Karakashian as ··his. Vice Chaitnn'! 

CemmE!nt I did '·net rE!tAinc:kit t• Mr:t:lian~ 
,. ---------

Pate 3 -

' :~ '-

. '. ·. 

.;._~ 

· Gn .the seventh line ~tatting from the· se·nt:~nce: ,:!if" a that !<alayJian~ •••• "' 
to the end of· tha·.,paratra.ph ·should-be. c(elStfitd. ·Ina.tead.,it shauld _read ·:r-:· 
a~ fol-lows·: - . /: · · .· 

"father ~~layjian apologized. for the .. nama· i.ft ot.~t .and gave explana-
. tieris on the lithe I' pai·t:it.s as follaw'iu . · ·... . . . .··. ..,;:··~ 

a) The Cammi ttees deleg.atecL·bcY the Par.teh- Cou.ncfl · co.uld net expect to . .z 

see their repltr,t in the Annual Repert of. the. Parish· Ca~ncil verbatim. ·· · 
b)Adequate 'resume ':illi& inclc.o~ded in. the _Parish Council- Repaet with i!lue_ 

. acknawledgement~•<a.nq. thanks.> · :. ~-· · · · · 
c}No fiCJures have bean· al ter.ed. . . . . 
d}1be balanpe of appr~.xirnat-ely $430~-00 ~ich the Committee turned· .ever ·' 

to the· Pa~ish tountlfJ fer the Emargen&:y ~Fund ,tUa$.: oefuely acknawle:dp~ ,· 
~lsewhet~." . 

Cemment ------- It is interesting how Dr .Kareutuni.an q-ets. mol~& ·than enthus
iastic cov~~trage "she was a·ngry 1

', report baing "se cttt dewn", 
"wording_,. figu"r<es, natp:ss left out as utell. as chang ad". aAI!it;.. 

·bwt fatn'er :Jt~ayJian o~ly ''apola,gized" &lhd "trieg tiir -~fv~ · . ' 
explanl\tions" and "Dr .hfarou.turUan r·efused . t'a-accipttt them 
this 11,.tw8 way· canversation. wa~: cles&ct .. by 'Or .H(ilreutunian". 

No. f·wrther .cor:nment! 
. :' '' .. -' -. -

,. '1) BUDGET Page 5_ .: Jl.•r&\\~aph numbered .·(4t shet.~~d reael.: . 
'·· · "While ccu1~ide~ing th.e Diocesan Dt~e.s duriiVJ tba Bullfget disc-us.:· 

.. sion., Fa~he.r Kalayjian was asi<ed to ex,..lain~·wnat a, St .vartan ·. 
Steward is •ncf how it affects our ass~s4itm&nt. He gave· the ne- _, .. 
cessary ax·Rlanetion tfnd annotmqed the ·nam&ir flf ttiEt,_ .St. \larten 
Stewards of our p.arish: Messrs: B. Elian, V. Ka'rakashiap aAd 

. . · 8) PROPOSALS ..... ..._ .. _ ... __ 
J.Chakamian. 

The text. ef the proposals sheuli:l l!ppear ;~:r tbe mJ.fluties as 
approved. 

~) On ,pags 7 at the- end ef paragraph' Jn&lrkecl. "A" .ShJ)tild,.be ad,c:tedf 
' ' ' ' ' . '-; . ' -~ . 

, "A considerable number of .pari sbi.oners hlld <left for twe ·,reasonS.;~ . 
a)because the hour was tgo late, and .:; : ·: ··•· · .. · · .· ·· ··, · · · · 

.. .. b)because the,. .. p~.e~;tee~;uu.,·g arguments had. tn:_aatad f!l. t;en_se atOte:.sphere~•· 
10) The .la.t; :p~ge .·sh~~~,~~PJ;Htar 'as follows:· ,, 

•:: . ' 
,'" ·~.!.:,· ':. ~¥ 

~ Ml"s.A. Gekb•rk. 
·s ect\e ~a.ry 

,- ., _Respectfully. submi~·te~;'· 
.. ' ' . . ~ . . ': 

Mr .. B. El'i.an 
C.hal~man 

.i: 

.· . .,· 

:..,. 

\ 
···. 



,, 'a) Beaut'i fication: baf.~.tttee -.... -~-.- .... ---~.--.. --.--......... _---. ,;_,• .. 

·, .. 

1'h'~ .Parish ·etr~otl:rr,;,ls. s~ch that 1 f :the cc»mmi ttees, . ...,t aaro:h ~rga-· 
·nization .-'ai1t.ed . to a·cknowlelige dona tittns they >'have the Hye-.Gant;egh 
to flo tld:_.,:!Nona of<.tha.: other· c..,mm.$.~t-ea·s(Telephone Boek, Raffle;· .Cul ... · . 

. tu.ral.''Ktriith, to· hame·11 few) got tnet Jra11e · treatment.By :ha.v1ng,, tbi . 
:.•.. Beaui;~lt'icati'on t'em!Ditt.ee's work msfitftmed in tne Annual Rapo~:t .we 

th.Ught we pv,a. them .th.e'' c,operatlohu ~ t uat·s re~fered te even theu.gh 
ail of. ths ac:ti\iltiea:.a:eea: cGversct .,fl1. the .Kytt' .. Gantegfi prominently. · 

b). T.he· las·t wm£o in .the first paragrap:h, :on page 3 ''-- ._ .. decei vini " · 

··.·.·I 'wish· B'Gmeorie { .rio~ Mrs.A; Gokbst.k ) ~ii1 · pe.tnt· o~~~:-:~'eceivimg"' 
fn the RapGrt or nv:ague" for that matter. · · 

I.f there was,: any de¥,eption it was an t.he words n ... l :say·,. tt\e$e nl)t ii\S · 
. an insult. bt.lt wi ~h a .christian spirit~ .. ,,aid llli tb;'·~non-cfiri Stif,lO err e-.. · 
. gance • ·· · , · 
The decept.ten .is also evident in· t,he ~ecorded '*Pfinu,tes of the Pa- · · 
r~~h Assembly -·,.•etin~" w.nicn a.ees · no~. t!:te tru!l picture of the . 
asse~bly where p~tii~aRs~ip, animo~it¥1:vlivisivenesf anti-youth . 

. fasl1ngs w•ee m.anifers.t•.cl .abundantly. Yes, th~re alse- was lack of 
· ct'lriatian spi"t-.J.t a~ul btot~erly ,,lave. .. ,, : . · . · . · 

:.cJ Tne cenfirmatlqn~'~af .;fne elections and acceptance of all rep-orts 
bythe Primate·a-.pends an spiedy submlssiol"' of '-11 df:>ouments 
-r'el,ating to thj parisH assetubly·· '·' 

These:co•re~tiens &l~odomments have.been mailed witn: the l!trigiflal 
text to :.the followLJjg: , · · · 

Mr·.B,~lian,:. Mr.A. :aul.bulian,. Mrs.A •. C_ol<berk.·· 

·::::·. 

< . 

.. ,::-

., ' 

i. 

,., 

' ' "~: , ... 
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I,_ ... ::j. 

.:, 

Father lalqJiana 

Fllcloaed berwitb, please ftDd Jd.Dutea ot tbe l'arish Asaelllbl7 

held on Felmw:7 16, l97S, revised 1D tbe J.i&bt ot JOUl" auegest.iwls 

&Dd fPPJ'Oved in ita pre~ form b7 t.be Ott'.Lcer_;o.f' tbe said meet.iag. 

Kindly af'.t.lx 10'UJ" &l'lgDature aDd maU to Mr. FllaD tor bis 

td.t;na~ and J!l8.111ng to the D1oce-.. Tbe otf1cers consider these 

Jll1mrtea as ftD&.l. 

IE the enclosed cap7, mth ~ fliGDatul'e atftzed the~, is 

DOt recelftd 11ltb1D n:ve (S) da;ra frolll date hereof', tbe offt.cers 

v1ll .U SIUile to Diocean Oou:10U v1th '-1 copy ot JOur sug{,>ested 

ooi"1"8Ct1olls. 

~~ subzrd.tted, 

_//zt<-yy &.,fd~ 
Ara:qGok~ 
Sec:retal7 0~ tbe Pariril Aaasbl;r 

.. 

. 
~-~ ~·""· ~··-· ·~------- .... -~-····---

;; . .. 

' .... 
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I His Eminence Archbishop 

Torkom Manoogian,Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of No.America and Canada 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Serpazan Hayr, 

March 11, 1975 

I am enclosing all the documents relating to our Parish Annual 
Assembly held on Feb.16, 1975. In relation to the Minutes of the 
Assembly and the Assembly itself in general I have a few obser
vations which I hope will explain a few things. I also hope that 
you will provide some guidance where it is needed,and offer cor
rections that are necessary. 

Since the Minutes as submitted will become part of permanent re
cord of St.Mary's Armenian Church,Elberon,N.J. in the Diocesan 
files I hope this letter will remain physically attached to 
these Minutes. 

As the Pastor and the President of the said Assembly I cpuld 
not sign these documents and I hope the reasons will be clear 
in the following pages. I submitt them to you as they are only 
to expedite the confirmation of the newly elected officers of 
the parish and avoid further tension. 

The minutes that are submitted are in semi-corrected version. 
What I thought it was my duty,! offered to the officers of the 
Assembly suggestions for corrections. Only partial correction 
was realized with strong resistance along the way. And this 
process of correction delayed the submission of the reports to 
your Eminence. 

Here are my observations. 

1-
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1) What the minutes do not show is that: 

The Church Services were over at 11:50 A.M •• The reason the 
meeting was late to start was a new procedure of admitting 
members to the Assembly, instituted without the consent of the 
Parish Council and/or the Parish Priest. 

The Chairman of the last year's Assembly,along with the members 
of the Nominating Committee,took upon himself to shut the side 
doors of the church and called the members by name and allowed 
them to enter the church after close scrutiny of their creden
tials. The Pastor and the Parish Council chose to avoid confron
tation in an already emotionally charged atmosphere. This "new 
method" nevertheless,hightened the tension and caused aggravations. 
It also affected the entire proceedings at the Assembly. 

I hope you agree that this bad precedent of usurpation of the 
Parish Council 1 s prerogatives as defined by the by-laws,should 
not be granted legitimacy. 

2) The minutes are deliberately and/or inadvertently biased in 
that, they have included ''comments" and excluded others in such 
a manner that is abusive of the rights and the privileges of 
those present. The case in point is the last paragraph on page 
two of the Assembly Minutes 1975, and the continuation thereof. 
This paragraph should not have found a hospitable space in 
these minutes because: 

a) Any comment made by any member cannot be a part of the mi
nutes unless the chairman so directs and unless there is a 
challenge by the members. This did not happen. 

b) The Chairman ruled that it was not relevant to the message 
the Pastor had read previously. This meant that it was ruled 
out of order even though it was not so worded. 

c) Because of the Chairman•s both action and inaction there 
was no rebuttal or explanation offered. 

d) It was referred to a later time on the agenda but was never 
brought up again. 

2-
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As to the content of the said paragraph I need not to go any 
further. The pages of the Annual Report Book of 1974(enclosed 
along with other documents) are adequate rebuttal to the 
tendentious remarks made. 

e) If this paragraph is to be included than there were dozens 
of such remarks made by other members in attendance which also 
should have been faithfully recorded. The Assembly lasted over 
six long hours and the minutes reflect only a portion of what 
really expired during those hours. 

3) The minutes do not reflect also the fact that just prior to 
the election of the Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and 
Nominating Committee(page five in the 1975 Assembly Minutes) a 
considerable number of parishioners had left because the hour 
was too late and more obviously in disgust and in reaction to 
the partisanship, animosity, divisiveness and anti-youth fee
lings manifested during the deliberations. 

There was an evident lack of christian spirit and brotherly love. 

For the above reasons therefore, I could not,as the President of 
the Assembly authenticate the minutes of the Feb.16,'75 meeting. 

Furthermore there are a few questions in relation to our recent 
Parish Assembly, need clarifications, or privileges and preroga
tives of the officers of the parish that need to be explained 
under the provisions of our by-laws. They are: 

a) Who calls or convenes the Parish Annual Assembly? 

b) Who is in charge before and until the officers of the 
Assembly are elected? 

c) Who is in charge of verification of dues paying members? 
When are we supposed to do the verifications? 
What are the Parish Council's responsibilities in this case? 
Should the credentials be challenged prior to the seating and 
prayer or after and in the presence of all members? 

d) Could the second proposal,which was adopted(see page 7 in 
the Minutes of 1975 Parish Assembly) during the last assembly, 
in any way be considered constitutional in view of the fact 
that there are some provisions in the by-laws concerning 
mid-year or special membership meetings. If so-

-Who would call the 1976 Parish Assembly? The Parish Council 
or the officers of the Assembly? 

-Where and when does the term of the Assembly officers expire? 

-In the interim,between the election of the old and new officers 

3-
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who conducts the Assembly? 

I am aware that some of the answers are to be found in the by
laws. But because there has been conflicting interpretations, 
and complete disregard to the guidance provided by the Pastor 
and the Parish Council, we need your guidance in these and in 
many similar issues. 

In addition, Serpazan Hayr, here are a few more observations 
that I find necessary to record for your information and 
consideration. 

1) As the pastor of this new community for the last two and 
a half years I worked to broaden the base of this Parish by 
encouraging and inviting all armenians residing in these 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, to participate in the life and 
work of the church. 
Until six months ago the fruits of our labor(my and mostly 
young couples who shared the same concern) seemed encouraging. 
We were,so we thought,on a positive and constructive mission 
of uniting the separated brethren whithin the framework of 
our parish organization. We actively promoted reconciliation 
and harmony. One impressive result of these efforts was the 
establishment of the St.Mary's Mesrobian School.(further de
tail see in the Annual Report Book of 1974). Another result 
was the potential increase of our membership which now can 
only be guessed. 

Our last Annual Assembly came to shatter all that was positively 
for the good of the community and polarized us,hopefully not 
beyond any repair. The backlash was so obvious and strong that 
even fair minded,progressive thinking young couples,practically 
all of the parents of the youth and the children of this commu
nity were branded indiscriminately with political name callings 
by this group of parishioners who still think and feel as if 
they lived in the 30's. 

4-
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2) Because of these happenings, my work, the work of the parish 
is being undermined. Our potential increasein the membership has 
to come from that group of armenians who definitely do not think 
as they are in the 30's. Our financial stability and future pro
gress also rests upon those young working couples who da care to 
establish a viable community where their children will grow in 
the traditions of the Armenian Church. 

3) I may be reacting hastily by predicting that if this situation 
be allowed to continue, if restraint is not applied to our beha
vior we may see the creation of another rival community within 
the boundries of St.Mary's Parish. This may lend itself as a 
case in point in the hands of those already against unity where 
we are striving to reach. 

4) I shall not be part of this. 

Serpazan Hayr, may I take this opportunity to remind you,as you 
suggested, that a personal visit by you to meet our Parish Coun
cil and Church Organizations and parishioners, will be extremely 
helpful and is urgently needed. 

Please let us know of the date you intend to visit our Parish. 

Humbly and prayerfully 

(_ ,1 ~<-A--\-o._,.__,__..:~LQ~ 
Fr. Vertanes Kal~y~n, Pastor 
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ST. MARY'S ARMEliAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY 
MINUTES OF THE 1975 PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING 

1. Roll Call and Opening of the Meeting 

The 1975 General Parish Assembly of St. Mary's Armenian Apos
tolic Church in Elberon, N. J. was held in the church, Sunday, 
February 16, 1975, at 1:50 P.M. rafter church services and after 
a complimentary lunch was serve~members of the Parish Council0 

, ___ l 

Father Kalayjian opened the meeting with prayer. 
' 
:/ .. . t ~~ 

Mr. 'B. Elian thanked everyone for being present. He then announced 
that the order of business as stated in the agenda would be 
changed slightly and that elections of the parish council would 
folLow the roll call and election of the Tivan. This would enable 
persons who could not stay for the entire meeting to vote and 
leave at their pleasure. He then asked Mrs. Araxy Gokberk, secre
tary, to conduct the roll call which revealed 76 paid up and 
eligible voting members present out of 121 voting members, thus 
constituting a quorum. Approximately ten non-members were also 
in attendance. Shortly afterwards, other voting members arrived 
bringing the total from 76 to 81 present. 

2. Election of the Tivan 

Mr. Elian announced that the assembly would first elect a chairman 
and a secretary for the 1975 Parish Assembly. The following nom
inations were made for chairman and seconded: Mr. B. Elian, Mr. 
J. Chakamian, 'Hrs. A. Gokberk. ;'! F l 1 ,;;,-

At this point Mr. J. Cgakamian expressed in a few brief words the 
responsibilities for the chairman of the assembly in English. Mrs. 
M. Bahadurian asked that Mr. Chakamian's speech be repeated in 
Armenian which Mr. E!ian did. Mr. A. Mamourian asked that a few 
introductory words be said about each person nominated but his 
request was not granted. 

, 
Open voting determined the assembllPs choice. Mr. B. Elian re
ceived 50 votes and since this was a number over the majority 
present, there was no need to continue with votes for the rest 
of the candidates and Mr. B. Elian was duly elected chairman of 
the day. 

The floor was then open for nominations for secretary of the 
assembly. The following were nominated and all declined: Mrs. 
A. Gokberk, Mrs. E. Alexanian, Mrs. J. Chakamian and Mrs. V. »ede
ian. A short discussion followed and it was unanimously decided 
that Mrs. A. Gokberk must do this job although she objected. She 
did not accept, but, did do the secretarial work for the day. 
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3. Elections 

A. PARISH COUNCIL: Mr. Elian asked Mr. Vincent Karakashian 
to copy the names of nominees, as presented by the nominating 
committee, found on page 5 of the annual report book, on the 
blackboard. Nominations were then made from the floor as 
follows: Mr. Pacradooni (declined), Mr. A. Mamourian (declined) 
Mr. Z. Ghazarian, Mr. John Pehlavanian, Mr. H. Serabian. Upon 
the close of nominations, Mr. John Chakamian asked that his 
name be removed from the ballot, that he had made this request 
previously to the nominating committee and was told to make 
this request at the Parish Assembly meeting since the ballot 
had already been prepared. His name was removed from the 
ballot. 

The ballots had not been printed by the Parish Council, Father 
Kalayjian explained, because it was felt that it could quickly 
be done at the last minute and include names nominated from the 
floor, saving voters time and possible confusion because voters 
would have to write these names in if it was their choice. 
Father Kalayjian then suggested the nominating committee be 
excused to print the ballot and to place all the names in 
alphabetical order, including in this order the names just nom
inated from the floor. 

At this point Mrs. V. Dedeian re4uested her name be taken off 
the ballot. Mr. V. Karakashian was instructed by Mr. ~lian ~o 

do so. 

A ~iscussion followed in regard to Father Kalayjian's suggestion 
as to how the ballot should be printed. Mr. Gokberk made a 
motion that all names be printed in alphabetical order including 
those just nominated from the floor. It was seconded and voted 
upon and defeated. Mr. J. Pehlavanian then made a motion 
that all names be placed in order as a choice made from drawing 
lots. The motion was seconded, voted upon and defeated. Mr. 
John Kaiserian then made a motion the ballot be printed as pre
sented by the nominating committee, in alphebetical order, then, 
the new nominations that were just made from the floor, be added 
at the bottom. The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed. 
Mrs. v. Dedeian from the nominating committee then left to print 
the ballot. 

4. Consideration of Reports 

A. PASTOR'S MESSAGE: Father Kalayjian explained he would read 
his message although it was printed in the Annual Report Book. 

(1). Mrs. Gokberk commented that the message Father Kalayj
ian had read was very lovely but possibly not timely in a book 
of reports. In addition to the message, she and many others had 
expected a report giving his activities for the year. She 
commented that many of his activities were listed under the 
Parish Co~ncil report which in reality should have been in his 
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report. She added that regardless of where Father Kalayjian's 
activities were reported they should first of all have been 
more complete in that all his activities should have been listed 
and secondly more numerical facts backing records should be 
given so that the report would be authentic and not- vague and 

deceiving. 

Mr. Elian, at this point remembered that he had not appointed 
a Vice Chairman which is customary. Therefore he appointed Mr. 
V. Karakashian. 

Hr. J. Chakamian requested that no other reports be read since 
they were in the report book and everyone had had a chance ~ 
read them, also, at a previous Parish Assembly meeting it was 
decided that reading of these written reports was unnecessary. 

B. Comments on Written Reports: 

(1). Dr. A. Haroutunian spoke in behalf of the Beautification 
Committee. She commented that the Beautification Committee had 
submitted a well planned complete and true report on their year•s 
activities for the annual report book. Spe was angry over the 
fact that the report had been so cut downand that it no longer 
gave a true picture. Wording had been changed and an important 
figure and name had been left out. The report failed to indicate 
that the sum of $437.00 was turned over to the Parish Council 
to be applied to the electric fund. Father Kalayjian apologized 
for the name left out and tried to give explanations on other 
points but Dr. Haroutunian refused to accept these explanations 
and the two way conversation was closed by Dr. Haroutunian. The 
explitions Father Kalayjian gave were as follows: 

1. The committees delegated by the Parish Council could not 
expect to see their report in the Annual Report of the Parish 
Council verbatim. 

2. Adequate resume was included in the Parish Council Report 
with due acknowledgements and thanks. 

3. No figures have been altered. 
4. The balance of approximately $430.00 which the Committee 

turned over to the Parish Council for the Emergency Fund was 
d~ly acknowledged elsewhere. 

(2). Mrs. J. Chakamian said that she had reported in her 
Women's Guild report that the Ways & Means Committee had a profit 
of $4,200.00 but the f.gure was closer to $5,000.00. She re
quested that Mrs. A. Tashjian, the new Women's Guild Chairman 
present the Parish Council with a check from the Guild in the 
amount of $3,900.00. She also commented that it was their 
desire this money go toward the completion of the church drive
way and parking lot. 

(3). Mr. Elian then asked Mr. John Kaiserian, Chairman of 
the Auditing Committee to give his comments. Mr. Kaiserian 
said that the books were kept very well this year and were 
mathematically correct. 
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(a). Mr. John Chakamian also on the auditing 
committee, praised Mr. Kaiserian and Mr. Gokberk, Treasurer, 
for their outstanding work. 

(b). Mrs. Gokberk brought up a question in regard 
to the Building Fund. She said she was of the understanding 
that the Women's Guild had presented a check last year to 
the Parish Council for the Building Fund but did not see this 
reported in any of the financial accounts--just what is the 
situation on the Building Fund? Mush discussion arose from 
this question--some a little confusing. Mr. Bulbulian said 
that such money had been received and deposited in the Church 
treasury. He suggested opening a special account for this 
money. Mr. Chakamian said the church has a building Committee 
of which he is chairman but up to now they haven't needed any 
money. At present they have an investigation going on for which 
they will need funds. He also called to the attention of the 
people that last year's Parish Assembly voted tbe if the 
Building Committee need money that they should raise their own 
funds. Mrs. B. Lambie wanted to know if the check Mrs. Chakamian 
presented to the Parish Council was made out to the Building 
Fund. Mrs. Chakamian said yes that it was made out to St. 
Mary's Armenian Church Building Fund. Mr. Mamourian said if a 
check was made out to the Building Fund, how had it been 
endorsed~ Mr. McOmber made a motion that the Parish Council 
open an account 11 Building Fund11 and put this money in 
question in it. It was seconded. More discussion followed. 
Father Kalayjian said that there was established, three years 
ago at a Parish Assembly meeting a building fund account, but 
since we had no money for it it was never opened. Mr. 
Pacradouni wants to know what "Building Fund 11 stands for, a 

''lfew Building 11 or extension of the 11 E>ld Building". Mr. V. 
Karakashian said this as yet has not been defined. The motion 
made by Mr. McOmber was retracted. A motion was made that the 
Parish Council discuss this 11 Building Fund 11 definition and 
make its recommendation at a future meeting. Until such time 
there would he a freeze on any money labeled 11 Building Fund". 
The motion was seconded and passed. 

Although it was evident that there were still many questions 
in regard to the reports, time was getting short and the meeting 
was forced to go on to the next order of business. 

5. Continuation of Parish Council Elections 

A. PRESENTATION OF PRINTED BALLOT, CANDI~ATES AND VOTING: 
The ballot had been printed and presented to Mr. Elian. Mr. 
Elian introduced the candidates. The chair eben appointed a 
few people to help with the voting procedure along with the 
nominating committee. The casting of ballots began and after 
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a short wait, election results were 
Dr. Stephen Checkosky - 21 

*Mr. Sarkis Dadourian -46 
*Mr. Barkave Elian - 59 
*Mrs. Araxy Gokberk - 45 
*Dr. Anna Haroutunian - 51 
*Mr. John Kaiserian - 48 

announced as follows: 
Mr. George Poosikian - 22 
Mr. Hagop Zadikian - 39 
Mr. Zohrab Ghazarian - 24 
Mr. John Pahlavanian - 26 
Mr. Haig Serabian - 20 

6. Election of Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and Nom
inating Committee 

A. Mr. Elian once again asked Mr. V. Karakashian to place 
the names presented by the nominating committee, found on 
pa6e 5, of the candidates for the Diocesan Delegate, Auditing 
committee and Nominating Committee on the Blackboard. 

B. Nominations from the floor were accepted for the Diocesan 
Delegate. They were as follows: Mr. J. Chakamian, Mr. A. 
Mamourian and Mr. H. Alexanian. 

Nominations from the floor were next accepted for the Nominating 
Committee. They were as follows: Mrs. S. Nalbandian (declined), 
Mrs. J. Chakamian (declined), Mrs. V. Zadikian, Mr. John 
Pehlavanian, and Mrs. A. Elian. 

Nominations from the floor were next accepted for the auditing 
committee. They were as follows: Mr. John Pehlavanian. 

Mrs. V. Dedeian once again left the room to print the ballot 
for these three committees. 

7. Budget 

A. Mr. Elian called on Mr. J. Chakamian to explain and lead 
any discussion on the budget. 

B. Comments on the budget were as follows: 

(1). Mrs. M. Bahadurian said the budget set for this year 
was too high. She suggested cutting the budget by reducing the 
cost of the parking lot by only building a small parking lot 
for the time beins. 

(2). M~. Kaiserian said the budget for this year was 
set too high. The amount stated for publicity and postage 
could be reduced. 

(3). Mr. McOmber said last year our income included Mr. 
Chakmakian's estate and therefore we have no guarantee of 
another such year. Therefore, he felt the budget was set too 
high. 

(4). Father Kalayjian was asked to explain what a St. Vartan 
Steward is and how it affects our assessment. He gave the necessary 
explanation aLd announced the names of the St. Vartan Stewards 
of our parish: Messrs: B. Elian, V. Karakashian and J. Chakamian. 

(5). Mr. J. Kaiserian wanted to know more about the Priest's 
office to be built: where, why so expensive, and, were there 



professional estimates used to derive at the figure stated? 
(a). Mr. Chakamian answered that the office would 

be in the old store room next to the kitchen. The figure used 
was not derived through professional estimates. Expenses that 
would be involved are paneling, carpeting, furniture, etc. 

(b). Father Kalayjian commented that he had had a 
verbal commitment from a professional at $1,300.00. 

{6), Mr. McOmber wanted an explanation of the $1,500.00 
for recreational facilities. 

(a). Mr. Chakamian said they had the youth in mind 
building them an outdoor basketball, tennis and volly ball 
courts, and, perhaps an indoor lounging area. 

(b). Mrs. N. Dadourian said that recreational facil
ities of this sort at present, vere not necessary. 

(7). Mr. McOmber made a motion to accept the budget as 
presented except for the last two items - the parking lot and 
recreational facilities. Monies for these last two items should 
only be spent if we are sure can affort it. 

{8). Mrs. Chakamian showed concern for the $3,990.00 the 
women had just given the Farish Council for the parking lot. 
Mr. Elian said not to worry it would be properly handled. 

(9). Mr. Bulbulian said that during 1974 only 50% of the 
members supported the church financially. There were thirty 
families who could well afford to make contributions equal to 
that of supporting families, but their total contribution never 
excelled the sum of 25~ per week, which is less than our Sunday 
School children contribute regularly. If everyone takes equal 
responsibility there can be no problem of maintaining a decent 
budget. 

A short discussion went on about fund raising. 

(10), Mr. J. Chakamian made a motion to increase mem
bership fees from $12.00 to $52.00 per year. Mr. A. Gokberk 
seconded the motion. Father Kalayjian gave a very good explan
ation of what all this really meant. The motion was voted on 
and defeated, 

(11). Mr. ~iamourian r':ade a motion to raise the membership 
dues to $52.00 but do away with the pledge system. It was 
seconded, voted upon and defeated. 

(12). Mr. J. Solakian made a motion to raise the dues to 
$40.00. It was seconded, voted on and defeated. 

(13). Mr. Kaiserian made a motion to find out if the 
members "do or do not want the membership dues raised. 11 The 
motion was seconded and voted upon. It was decided the mem
bership dues should stay at $12.00 a year. 

(14). Mr. McOmber's motion was voted upon and passed. 
(15). Mr. Kaiserian made a motion to get a mortgag~. 

on the church so that we could finish the parking lot. The 
motion was not seconded. 
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Proposals 

A. The five resolutions recommended in the annual report book 
which follow were voted upon and approved. 

1. The Nominating Committee be composed of Five (5) members 
insted of the Three (3) as it is at present. 

2. At the close of the Annual Meeting of the General Assembly, 
same shall be recessed and reconvened, under the same officers, 
at least twice a year; once on a Sunday in Mayt and once on a 
Sunday in September, as said officers may determine by notice 
mailed to each member at least -two weeks in advance of said 
meeting. 

3. All meetings of the Parish Council shall be open and the 
members of this Church shall have the right to attend such meetings 
and be given reasonable opportunity to express their views on any 
issue that may come before such meeting. 

4. Notice of any meeting of the Parish Council shall be given 
to each member in advance by publication in the Gantegh and a copy ~ 

affixed to the Bulletin Board in the Church hall together with 
a copy of the agenda to be discussed at such meeting. 

All regulatory resolutions and resolutions of general interest to 
the general membership passed by the Parish Council shall be 
published in the manner set forth hereabove. 

5. A rotating Committee shall be established under the direction 
of the Parish Council, whose function shall be to take inventory 
of all tangible assets belonging to the church, preserve and 
safe-guard same and keep proper records thereof giving sufficient 
description to identify each item and the date and the name and 
address of the person or persons from whom such item was acquired. 

Such committee shall consist of 3 persons and when first established, 
the person receiving the highest votes shall serve for a period 
of 3 years, and the person receiving the next highest votes shall 
s e r v e f o r 2 y e a r s an d the p e r s on r e c e :_ v :i. n s ":; 1 (! t : ' :~ t' ,.; '1 i_ ; :v) s ': v <) ·~ :: c; 

~hall serve for 1 year. At each annual meeting of the General 
Assembly thereafter, one person shall be elected to fill in the 
vacancy caused by the person whose term shall have expired. 

(1). Members of committee referred to in resolution #5 will 
be elected at the next Parish Assembly meeting. 

9. New Proposals 

A. A proposal was presented by the Parish Council, dated 12/74, 
which had not been printed in the report book, stating that the 
church should purchase a car for its use and pay for all maintenance, 
service, insurance, etc. 
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(1). Discussion followed, mostly against going into such 
an expense at this time. 

(2). The proposal was voted upon and defeated. 

10. Old Business 

A. Mr. Kaiserian explained there were some typing errors in the 
Sunday School Financial report •• Gomidas lecture should read 
$200.99. Balance on savings account should read $738.09. 

11. Election of Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and Nom
inating Committee continued 

A. Ballots were printed now and were passed out by the Nom
inating Committee and helpers and votes cast and ballots 
returned. 

B. Results of this election were tallied on the blackboard. 

C. Election results were as follows: 

(1). Diocesan Delegate: Mrs. V. Dedeian 6, Miss Mary 
Ann Tutunjian 3, Mr. J. Chakamian 15, *Mr. Alex Mamourian 23, 
Mr. Hagop Alexanian 4. 

(2). Nominating Committee: *Mrs. Mary Bahadurian 44, *Mrs. 
Hermine Karakashian 48, Mrs. Siranoush Najarian 5, *Mrs. H. 
Pacradouni 37, Mrs. Mary Poosikian 14, Mrs. A. Varian 22, *Mrs. 
V. Zadikian 34, Mr. John Pehlavanian 18, *Mrs. Angel Elian 35. 

(3). Auditing Committee; Mr. George Chookazian 14, *Mr. 
Vincent Karakashian 42, *Mr. Alex Mamourian 40, *Mr. Richard 
McOmber 28, Mrs. V. Zadikian 13, Mr. John Pehlavanian 15. 

12, Clos in~~ 

A. A motion was made to recess the meetin3 and it was seconded 
and voted upon. Mr. Elian declared the meeting recessed at 8:00 
P.M. to be reconvened on a date to be announced. 

B. No closing prayer was made as scheduled on the agenda. 

(A later count revealed that 51 persons out of the 81 had re
mained throughout the entire meeting). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mr. B. Elian, Chairman of the 
Parish Assembly 

Fr. V. Kalayiian •ast r Pr ;~ 

... 



PARI 31 COUNCIL MDI'Da OF sr. MARI1 S CHURCH 
ELBBRON, I. J. 

A Parish Council meeting was called on January 7, 1976 for the interim 
Council. The meeting was held at the home of our Chairman John Chakamian. 

Those present: Jack .Antreassian, John Kaisarian, Zarah Manigian, 
Mary Ann Tutunjian, John Pehlevanian, John Cbakamian. 

Not Present: Mary Hachigian who had given noti.fication she would 
not be pre sent due to a union meeting, and Barkev Elian who did not 
notify us. 

The meeting convened at 8:10 -.:1 John Chak•Jtl apJ.ed us in prayer. 
Mr. Chakamian presided over the meeting. Mary Ann Tutunjian took the 
minutes in lieu of Mary Hachigian1s absence. 

First on the agenda was to notify all members of our ratification 
by mailing copies of the Primates December 29, 1975 letter, to all members. 
John Pehlevanian had run off 120 copies which were addressed that evening. 

Correspondence reach the next meeting will be held at 7:00 P. M. 
on January 8, 1976 at the church with Judge Najarian presiding. Only 
those invited would attend. This being the 1975 Parish Council and 
the interim Council. It also was mentioned that a letter of DPcember 
?9, 1975 telling af the coming Parish assessments. Also, two letters dated 
January ?, 1976 from the Primate as reminders ta check with the town 
licensing bureau of the procedures complying with the marriage bureau, 
the other a reminder of the Requiem Service for Deceased Primates. 

Mr. Chakamian stated that all existing committees are dissolved 
re: the Primates directive. The following new committees were to be 
recommendated and established: 

1. Maintainance of building and grounds 

2. Altar Guild 

3. Budget and Finance 

4. Publication 

5. Education (Armenian School and Sunday School) 

6. Ways and Means (FUnd Raising) 

7. Stewardship Committee 

B. Youth Group 

It was stated by Mr. Chakamian that the Women's Guild recently elected 
executive board was to be ratified by the Parish Council. Also, that the 
minutes from that meeting were sent to the Primate. 

At this time the only Church body the Primate and Council will recognize 
is the appointed Parish Council. 
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SUOGESriONS were than given by Mr. Chakamian and .trom the Council for 
members to the following comitteeaa 

1. Maintainance (Bldg. & Grounds) 
Setrak Tutunjian (Chairman) 
Andrew Rivas, Kevork Christophorian, Levon Hekemian 

2. BUIIDING 
Andrew Rivas (Chairman) 
Hriar Hovnanian, lborab Ghazarian, Berge Boutchakjian 

It was thought to be in the best interest to separate the Grounds and the 
Building committees. John Kaisarian asked if the grounds committee would 
include the parking lot. !t-. Chakamian stated to the a!firmitive. Mr. 
Kaisarian stated the 1~ ,.. in nee<l of the parkiDg linea as this was a 
city ordinance. 

3. ALTAR GUILD 
Mrs. A. Varian (Chairwomen) 
Mrs. Zevart Hovnanian, Rumson, N. J., Mrs. Linda Kondakjian. 

Mr. Chakamian stated that these fine and gracious ladies have accepted. 
It is the understanding that they are to work with the jurisdication of 
Der Hayr. 

4. Budget and Finance& !be question was raised b.1 Mr. Antreassian 
of what and whom would the co-.ittee consist of? Who should and would 
make up the budget? Was the treasurer to be on the committee? Mr. 
Antreassian stated how he felt a budget committee should function. Among 
his recommendations were that the treasurer should not collect the 
monies in church, but not to have the Parish Council do it either, that 
is to pass the plate. It was suggested that the parishoners should 
have the chance to ezi the n.- date of thei.r given name 
on that Sa~t' a day. . a W.ce iPea. 

5. ··.·.· '~rts, etc~ 
....... -........ QII.U..UIIoLA..& • .u · a.n4 Dlcleian (co-chairman) 
Gladys Semon, John· Pelevanian, Carl ICaisarian, Der Hayr. 

6. EDUCATION COJJMITTEia (.A.nalian School and Sunday School) 
Hermiana Ka:rak&ah!an ( :md.ay School) 

Z.;.belle Sahagian (Armenian School) and the Yeretzgin 

2. 

.; 
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Mr-. (bakamian suggest as chairlun tor the Educational Committee 
Mr-. Megiderchian of Englishtown, H. J. 

1. STEWARDSHIP COMM:I'rrEE: 
This was suggested to be set up to have a now of money coming into 

the church. It was suggested that at least $1.00 per week be reconunended. 

Mr. Kaisarian interjected that he was aware of a newly fonned 
corporation which would perhaps hinder our recei~ the treasury monies. 

The STEWARDSHIP committee: 
Hourant Karkashian and Hriar Hovnanian. 

Mr. Kaisarian felt that "both sides" should be rep ·resented and Mrs. 
Mary Bahadourian was added. 

Since the above parties reside in Monmouth county- we felt Ocean 
County should have a represetation also. 

Suggested: Sarkis Da.dourian, Haurant Karkashian, Louise Ibvsepian. 

Mr. Antreassian suggested we should of course have a preliminary 
meeting prior to our attending homes and receiving the stewardship pledges. 

8. WAYS AND MEANS 
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Gokberk (Roxy) (co-chairman) 
George Kazanjian, Mr. Vahe Aramian, Mary Poosikian 

9. YOUTH GROUP 
The P"~rish Council will tully cooperate with the youth group as 

to their needs. The groupt. feels they need the strong leadership of 
their past leaders Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Voskian. Mr. Chakamian will contact 
them. A motion was made and passed. It was also suggested that counselors 
from outside churches to be contacted to give us ideas. 

The council will meet with the group within the next 30 to 60 days. 
Fddie Kaisarian of Bethlemhem, Penn. chairman of the ACYOA was mentioned as 
perhaps being able to guide the group. 

If the Voskians did refuse Mr. Michael Gorra and Dr. Steve Checkosky 
~ . 

we" suggested. 

The ratification of the newly elected members of the Women's Guild 
were given and the Women"s Child executive meeting report of January 1, 1976 
was read as anotated by Mr. Chakamian who was invited to attend by Mrs. 
Tashjian the chairman. The following ladies are on the board: Mrs. A. Taslijian, 
l1rs. Rose Sabonjian, Mrs. S. Najarian, Mrs. B. Lambie, Mrs. H. Karakashian, 
Mrs. Mary Poosikian, Miss Mary Ann Tutunjian, Mrs. Geneve Chakamian, Mrs. 
Ann Hagopian. Upon reading the minutes of Mr. Chakamians observation it 
was asked by Mr. Pelevanian to table the ratification of the existing body 
of the Women's Guild. Mr. ~an stated he would contact Mrs. Tashjian 
chairman as to the move. 

Mr. Za.reh Manigian had a monetary report to make. He had in his possession 
$274.00 in checks and Cash which had been handed to him through various 
channels over the holidays. 

It was suggested that Mr. MBnigian become treasurer and John Pelevanian, 
Vice-Chairman. 

3. 
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A checking account would be opened in the Central Jersey Bank at 
Freehold, N. J. with the following signatures: John Pelevanian, Zareh 
Manigian, John Chakamian. These names were mentioned as to the proximity 
of the _ homes. of Mr. Manigian and Mr. Pelevanian. The cards were filled 
out and signed immediately. 

We will hold our Parish Council meetings twice a month on Wednesday 
nights. Our next meeting will be ~dnesday Januar,r 21, 1976. 

Mr. Chakamain will have an agenda prior to each meeting, and if 
any i terns are to be added to please contact him. 

Mr. Kaisarian wished to discuss the lock and key situation in our 
church which has been a difficult problem. Upon some discussion we tabled 
it until another date. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 P. M. 

Cf..~t!~ 
/ .../oAJ (IhAKeu,_,J;.A.I 

(!J,.q,.ernA,.j 

"-·· 

, .. 

I. 



After receivin& the Primate's letter dated 12·29-751 

appointin& me as cha1raan of the Parish Council, I took it 

upon myself to call Mr. Barkave Elian on Saturday, January 

3, to ask him for the Church books to be audited and pre

pared, to be turned over to the newly appointed Parish Council. 

During our tele~one conversation, Mr. Elian did tell 

me that the aa.jority ot people did not recosnize the Diocese 

Council and Prtaate•a authority to austend a duly elected 

administration, and there was no precedent nor anything in 

the Bi-lawa that would subatantiate that decision; and that 

the only way he would turn over the books and funds would be 

to a court appointed arbitrator, or a court order, because 

as far as he was concerned, they were de.acratically elected, 

and that the Diocesan Co6ncil 1 s decision had no bearing on 

it at all. I told Mr. Elian to consider what he had said, 

and that I would see him in church the next day. 

Sunday after Badarak, I spoke with Kr. Elian, and he 

repeated to ae what he had said on the telephone the previous 

day, and stated again that it would take a court order, and 

that he was going to ignore the decision of the Prtaate and 

Diocesan Council. 

Since that ttae, many aeabers or the Parish have aade 

contributions to the Church and the newly appointed adainis

tration, and it is mf decision to open up a temporary bank 

account to deposit such aoniea, and substantiate each and 

ever, contribution. 
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Also sine.• t~at , ~ia~, I aQke4 Fr. V. Kala:yjian ~o pick 

up aa11 da'ily' at t;he poat' ottice box:1· and. at his cortven1ence 

to deliver auch aa11 · to •. 

On Tuesday ••enin&, ·.'Janua# 6, l tas invited by the 

Cha1raan of' the Women's Guild, Kra. Arous1ag Tashjian, to 

attend the executive comaitt.t .. etins, and address the 

executive bod7 and notity them ot t}le rat1t1oat1on ot their 
' ' 

· election... 'fhe aeetina was acbed\lled to •tart at 1130. · p ·•• . . . . . 

e.nd much to .., astoniahaent 1 Mrs • · Benine · Karakaahian fiUld 

Mrs. Beatrice L~bie di~raoetul!J disrupted the start of' 

the aeetin&, by statin& that they did not recosnize John 

Chakaaian as tbe appointed Parieh Council chairt~an, nor did 

the7 recoanize the Pld.m.ate and Dioc«tsan Council's decision 

·tmd in the purauina time, atter listening to their ugly a.c-

. cusations, and disorderly and Unchristian like conduct, I 

requested trom Mra. Tashjian, that the aeeting be suspended. 

Mrs. Karakashian and.Mrs. Laabie aade reference to the 

Diocesan. Counc:11 and Priaat• aa "Who the hell are tl'leJ" to 

suspend an.d re-e.ppQ,lilt new Pariah Council aeaber1, becau.e 

it was their interpretation that they had no' .. right un4(\)r 

the Bi•laws. 

And beeause ot~the total angered atmos~pere and. less 

than Christian spirit, especiall7 b7 the :two above ~ntioned 

women, Mrs. Tashjian complied with .., request, and the meet• 

ing was suspende.d. 

The a8Jilbera present were so 1Atorae.d that I would llak.e 

special note o.t tb.8 .occurrence, and thAt I would report 1AJ 

actions alon! with theirs.to the Prillate and Diocesan Council. 

Q / /.' i/ / . 
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