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ANCIENT RITES-T~e ;Rev. Leon Hekimian (left) pastor of St. l\'lary's Ar
menian Apostolic Church,"1184 Ocean Ave., ~lberon, "find visiting pastor, the 
Rev. Leon Arakelian, bless the gra,pes at the church in ancient ceremonies yes· 
terday. l\'lore tban 250 people attended the blessing and holy liturgy. The 
grapes are dona.ted by members of the church and after they were jlessed, 
they were distributed to the congregation. A picnic followed the .ceremony. 
The Armenian church has performed this ceremony for about 1 /iOO years. 
The Gomidas Choir participated in yesterday's ceremonies. '7·. . , .. J--, . 
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