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116-* OCEAN AVENUE 
ELBtnON, NEW JER'SEY 

'!'elephor.e: 22:0-0121 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjien, Pastor 

Octobor 3, 1775. 

His j;J:ninence 
Archbishop T. Hanoo6ian, Primate 
Diocese of the Amenian Church 
New York, N.Y. 

Serpazan Hayr: 

With the date of our meettng with the .Diocesan Council getting 
closer, I feel I should write to you to bring to your attention and the 
Diocesan Council's attention, a few points which require additional clari
fication and most urgent consideration. 

1- The single and most i~portant item concerning me, as the 
Pastor of this community is, for the Diocesan Council to recognize the fact that 
at the forthcoming meeting I cannot act as the mouthpiece of a sizeable portion 
of this comm.unity. I never was and I refuse to be implicated as the 11:.eader" 
of any portion of this community. During and after the 1975 General Parish 
AsseJ11bly of our congregation, I was a bewildered witness to a deliberate 
attempt on the part of the present officials of the Parish to exclude healthy 
and youthful elements from our Parish life. I only sympathized 'iii th the 
latter to offset the shocking effect of the partisan beha•nor that was 
displayed by the said officials and folloHers o~ same, during and after the 
Assembly. Such behavior still continues. 

2- For the reason stated above and to have such a meeting be 
n1eaningful at all, I respectfully suggest that invitations be extended to: 

a. Er. John Chakarnian, Alternate Diocesan Delegate 
b. Hr. J 0 hn Pehlivanian, i:..lternate Parish Council LE;mber 
c. Ladies Guild Executive Conuni ttee Hernbers 

These \-T.i_ll be a ~..:ood representation from the leadership of this community. 
So that 1-re may be able to achieve a broader understanding of the situation 
as compared to my presence alone being interpreted as "Parish Council vs. 
Pastor11 • The community problems are much more than the above stated. A 
reconciUation of any sort should, respectfully, in rr~y opinion, include the 
individuals above so that they may carry the message of understanding to 
a.ll concerned. 

3- There still remains the thorny question of the Ann.enian School. 
Against the general exhortation given by Your Jrace, and against the direct 
advice given by I·:r. Jack Antreasian to reach a co:mpro;~~ise concerning the 
appointraent of an P..n,1enian School Commit tee, the Parish Council members have 



undermined such a possibility by: 
a. Terminating the Last Year's Aruenian School Comrnittee' s 

responsibilities without giving :J!',c:.son or cause to warrant such action. 
b. Appointing a new .Arnenian School ColJl.mittee compot::ed of 

five individuals, of which two have declined the nomination. The committee 
of three, nevertheless, met last Sunday (Sept. 28,1975) and elected (vuth
out waiting for the appointment of t1rm additional members) its officers; 
namely a chairman, Secretary, and a Treasurer, with complete ?artisan 
arrogance. This CoF.Lli ttee of Three also decided to do a>-fay with the Annen
ian School held on Saturdays and chose to have only an hour long class on 
Sundays, follovring the Sunday .:::chool. :Furthermore, the Corruni t tee of Three, 
again3t my counsel and advice, refused to consider the preferences of the 
students (38 in all) and any of the parents of last year's Armenian 3chool. 

c. Partly because of the above and along these developr"~nts, 
the Parents of last year's students and the last year's Committee have 
organized themselves to hold Armenian 3chool someplace else and apart from 
the Church, again against my counsel and advice. ~lso , they have resisted 
pressures brou"bl1t upon then by responsible members of this community (Nessers. 
John Chaka.mian, John Pehlivanian, :Iirayr Hovnanian and .An:len 3ulbulian). 
I pray, the widespread belief that this could be the beginning of a division 
within trj_s community will not be proven to be true. The division that is 
talked about, I rr;ight add, is not necessarily along the lines that are 
familiar to us by nmv. 

4- Harrassr.1ents and insu~ts directed to those who have paid 
their church dues, since Januarj of this year, continuea against the advice 
and the directive t;iven b;;r Your urace. I a'11 enclosing copies of letters 
that have acconi~Jan:i.ed the re·vised ~-<" th:: lliocest.:..n of::"ice) version of the 
membership fonns. Oge of these letters 1rras sent to t~ose who ;;rere dues 
paying members on record by Feb. 16th, 1975 Pc.rish Assembly, and the other 
was cent to those v-rho have becop:e d•les pa;;;-ing r.:embers in the months of 
January throubh June of this ~~ar. I do not have to elaborate on the effects 
of such irritating and irresJ_Jonsible behavior. 

5- .Some "'er1bersc.f the Par::i sh Council continue tl1eir slandcrov.s 
and defam.atory eu.r-to-ear ~ossilJinc and c:.ccusati.c:1s a.;ainst l1ce 'V'ii. th~"'ut 
:Lnt; opel! l.;.n.clorst2.r.c1.irt~ or explant:..tion. :n. !1ljr L~1.rnble opinion., tl1e r1ost 
)or-~ant ite'Tl.s for the Diocesan Ccmcil to ccnside:." J so as ·c.o csLa~)2.:J.sh 
,iJCU.C '-" ::._}·-. ~~}:::.i.3 CCl :I:~~.:.3.:i_ t:;/',Ai.& it\~· .: : :;.~.C. ~. 
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