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BASIC BYLAWS & REGULATIONS 
FOR AN ARMENIAN CHURCH & CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL CENTER 

IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY (ELBERON) 

1 • The Church and the Center will be built by major donors with contributions 
from members of the community in the area or from any person outside the 
area and probably for short or long term mortgage. 

2. The Board of Trustees wi II be composed of three persons, men or women 
appointed by the Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America·, 
three persons, men or women, appointed by the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of .America, and one person by Mr. Hirair Hovnanian. 

3. This is only a temporary measure to be reviewed and, if necessary, changed 
after five years in the light of positive changes aiming at the unity 
between the Diocese and the Prelacy. 

4. Until such time, the deeds of the Church and the Cultural Center should be 
registered in the name of the Board of Trustees composed and operating 
according to the conditions as outlined in this document. 

5. The parish priest will be chosen by the Board of Trustees either from 
jurisdiction of the Diocese or that of the Prelacy in consultation with 
and the agreement of the respective Prelate (Aratchnort). 

6. The priest or the Board of Trustees will make no discrimination for the 
performance of church services by priest, vardapet or bishops from the 
two jurisdictions referred to. 

~\I a. 
7. The names of the Catholiel'$)f All Armenians (Etchinadzi,.) and CathoJicp--:, 

Khoren I aoQ !l¥;etilhcii!;I!Of Cilica (Antelias) should be mentioned in the 
course of the Divine Liturgy (The Badarak) or wherever else is indicated 
in the text of the Armenian church services. 

8. An annual quota of equal amount will be paid to both the Diocese and 
the Prelacy. 

9. The use of the Cultural Center will be free and open to all Armenian 
organizations, prior arrangement having been made with the Board of Trustees. 
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BASIC BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS FOR AN ARMENIAN CHURCH AND CULTU

RAL & EDUCATIONAL CENTER IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY( ELBERON PARISH) 

( This document is an amended version of Nine point docu

ment submitted by Mr. Hrair Hovnanian. The amendments 

are made or suggested by Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian.) 

1) The Church and the Center will be built by major donors with con
tributions from members of the community in the area or from any per
son outside the area and probably for short or long term mortgage. 
This project shall be under the supervision of the Board of Trustees 
with the pastor as its president. 

2) a- The Board of Trustees shall be composed of three persons,men 
or women appointed by the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America; 
three persons,men or women,appointed by the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of America, and one person jointly appointed by 
Measrs:Alex Mon•ogian and Hrair Hovnanian 

b- A Parish Council composed of nine persons,men or women,shall 
be elected by the dues paying members for the daily operation of the 
Parish. Due consideration shall be given for fair representation from 
all segments of the community. 

c- The governing by-laws of this community shall be the by-laws 
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. 

3) a-This is only a temporary measure to be reviewed and if necessary 
changed after five years in the light of any and all circumstances 
developed between the Diocese and the Prelacy. 

b-The Review Committee shall be composed of: 

1- The Board of Trustees. 
2- Messrs: Alex Manoogian and Hrair Hovnanian or their personal 

representatives respectively. 
3- Personal representatives of the Primates of both Dioceses. 

Thus, the total membership of the review committee will be eleven 
with the pastor acting as president without the pr8vil8ge of a vote. 
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BASIC BY-LAWS -----cont~. 

4) Until such tmme, the deeds of the church and the cultural center shall 
be registered in the name of the Board of Trustees,incorporated as non
profit organization composed and operating according to the provisions 
as outlined in this document. 

5)The Parish Priest shall be elected for a five year term by the Board of 
Trustees from a list of candidates submitted by the Primates of both Dio-

h cese,''( three names from each). 

6) The Parish Priest and the Parish Council shall make no discrimination 
for the performance of the church services by other priests,vardapets or 
bishops from both jurisdictions of the Diocese and the Prelacy, 

7) The names of the Catholicos of All Armenians and the Catholicos of the 
See of Cilicia shall be mentioned in the course of the Divine Liturgy(Holy 
Badarak) or wherever else is indicated in the text of the Armenian Church 
services. 

8) An annual quota of equal amount will be paid to both the Diocese and 
the Prelacy. The amount shall be determined anG yearly adjusted by the 
Board of Trustees in consultation with the respective Primates. 

9) The use of the Cultural Center shall be ayailable to all Armenian 
Organizations according to an established sc~dule of fees or donations, 
prior arrangements of scheduled events having been made with the Parish 
Council. 

( The original draft of this document as submittee by 
Mr.Hrair Hovnanian is attached to this amended v~sion.) 


