
Mr. 1. Hekimian 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, N'.JW Jersey 

May ;o, 1972 

In our letter of April 21 197 2, we had notified you that by thA 
unanimous decision of the Parish Council you no longer retain any official 
capacity in st. Mary's Armenian Apostolic Church of Elberon, N. J. 

Pursuant to this decision, we now inform you that the Parish Council 
at its May 22, 1972 meeting, again by a unanimous vote, decided to in
form you that efffl!lotive June 151 197?. and as long as you r~main there
after in the building which you now occupy, our church will not be res
ponsible for any exnense related to ita maintenance. This includes 
expenses for gas, electricity, water, repairs, telenhone, etc. 

~e, therc:;fore, advise you to vacate the p1·emises as BO')n as pos
sible, since every day you remain in the building after June 15, 1 n 2, 
you \Vill be required to pay all (ll>xp~nses as mentioned above. '.The 
amount you will pay will be computed by our treasurer • 

. ie hope that you will oomply with the decision of the Parish 
Council and avoid further unpleasant complications. 

Very truly yours 



t 
St. Mary's Armenian Apostolic Church 

1184 OCEAN A VENUE 
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY 

Telepholle: 222-0127 

June 12, 1972 

Archbishop Torkom Ma.r1o0[Sian, Primate 
Diocese of North nmerica 
630 SP.cond Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace; 

In resy>onse to your letter dated May 21, 1972, concerning 
communications between Father Levon .ttrc..kelian and St. Mary's 
Armenian Church, Father Levan had stated he VlOLl.ld li1ce some 
time to consider accepting the l)astorate of our church. 

Since tho.t tir1e, I have talked with Fa.ther Levon, who 
mentioned that he f,.,lt the1t our ~arish '70~1ld not be able to 

" -Gln.e. 

After discus sine- this >7i th the Parish Council, v;e now 
feel that 'Ve nossibly cannot afford a r2 .ir1ens -;Jrisst, c..nd ·;re 
would like t0 continue hzwing visitinc; clere:f'len on alternate 
''reek-ends from Sept2mber to Hay, .:md weekly visitations during 
the sumr1er months. 

I w.::mli like to take this opportunity to a<lologize for 
the tarniness of this a.nswer. 

Res-pectfully yours, 

JC:jc 

) 



St. dl/(a"-!J 6. clf'l-m£nian G./-4po1-lofic Chu'tch 
1184 OCEAN AVENUE 

ELBERON. NEW JERSEY 
Telephone: 222-0127 

Archbis~1op Torkom M:anoogian, Primate 
Diocese of North America 
630 Seccnd Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Gra.ce: 

June l ~' 1972 

I will try to summarize the evcmts of the lc.st few months in the St. 
Mary's church community. 

As you know, the Parish Council came to you for as::istance in the re
moval of Mr. Levon Hekimian from the -property he now resides in. Dur
ing your official visitation to our parish on April 30, you requested 
that ive orge:mize our Armenian and Sunday 3chool and nrovide you with a 
list of 1)rosnective members. The followinc:; is a list of our students 
who have sho·m interest in attending Armenian and/or Sunday 3chool: 

Chakamian, John I'::ichaol - Age 14 
'' Robert " 12 
'' Sona 

Ghazarian, Hratch 
il Tahlene 

Gokberk, .ara 
!I Mari tza 
II Michael 

" So oren 
Hovnanian, Arm en ,, :3dele 

if Leela 
If Sir an 
lf Tanya 
II ~~ina 

Karakashian, Gary 
" Lind 

K~rakashian, Garo 
If Tamar 

!viarkarian, Gayane 

" Hera ., Pakrad 
L:ihranian, Tamara 
Poosikian, Davm 

.I Mike ,, Vicki 
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13 
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· Toske.nyan, Bbbby. Age 7 
" Pau1 " 10 

Toutikian, Carolyn .., .. 5 
II Christine 11 4 

The mai11 objection by parents is that we do not J1ave adequate facilities 
for class rooms. This being the main reo.son why::the Parish Council b.as 
requested. th~. premises now l:>eing occupied by tbe Hekimians 'to be vacated. 
We haV:e tri-ed for three yea:rs to run a Sunday .School in. "t.h~ ;Parish Hall. 
with a [$mall measure of success, and because of disturblnces du:ring the 
Divine Liturgy; noises made. b'v the cbildren; and the inconvepiences to 
the L~dies Auxiliary we suspe;,.ded aJ.asses last spring.. · " . 

There is renewed int·ere~t>tq .. start the ,schodl: 1:1i·Septemb~r. ln order 
to do that, we need ~e~uat~{·facili ties to house the school. ·The. :lm
mediat~·.reoolvement of""ihis nroblem would be ·to renovate the house Mr. 

"' .,~, tl~k1:~ian ~ow oectr-o±e!:!";; ... \fhi:~·~gW·~; t&~i1:~·'!f.t"o'M,.,11t't hatl:J.r~"''·'" 

Your Grace, I think it is imperative that the Diocese be involved and 
assist· the Parish Counci,l in the removal of :Mr. Hekimian. The C<>uncil 
has just ~ecently auth9f'izecC the investigation of getting an attorney 
at law to :explore civilcaotion. against Mr. ,Hekimian for his. re'!11oval. 

We fee:L this is an aven"tte which we do not particularly want' tb pursue, 
but we have been put in: an embarrassing po~';ttion, a. position we can,,no 
longer change from. , ' ... 

\Ve humbly request yoUr"immediate intervention and assistance. This 
parish will not survive under these condi tiona. lt is imperative that 
you make a decisi0n in favor of .the remo'Tal of Mr. Hekimian. 
- .- .. 

ftespectfully youre, 

c:Jw_J~~~t' .... 
. . F 

HN CH~AN 
PARISH COUNCIL 

JC:jc 
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