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ACYOA Assembly Ponders Future Plans for Youth in Armenian Church

hile the discussion dur-
ing the 1991 National
Assembly and Sports

Weekendofthe Armenian Church
Youth Organization, which took
place in Farmington, CT, from
August 28 through September 2,
revoived aroumnd a variety of top-
ics, it always returned to focus on
a single issue. Outgoing ACYOA
Executive Secretary Anthony
Barsamian put it bluntly but suc-
cinctly in his address to the del-
egates from around the Diocese
of the Armenian Church of
America:

“We have so many children
baptized into the Armenian
Church,” he said, “but by the time
they’ve grown older, too many
seem to drift away from the
Church.”

Thisis notto say thatthe young
people of the Armenian Church
are not interested in their heri-
tage and in commerce with their
fellow Armenians. To the con-

is Eminence Arch-
bishop Sion Manoog-
ian, former Primate of

the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, and the
latest Chairman of the Su-
preme Spiritual Council of the
Armenian Church at the Holy

His GraceBxshop Khajag Barsamian is welcomed to the ACYOASports
Banquet. On the left is Richard Mardirossian, Co-chair of the weekend.

trary, the success of such events
like the 1991 Assembly and
Sports Weekend—which overthe
course of five days brought to-
gether nearly onethousand young
Armenians from as far away as
Canada and Texas—suggests
that Armenian youth are hungry
to participate in the activities of
their ancestral Church.

‘The question for the Church
and its youth is thus one of out-
reach: how can the Armenian
Church cast its nets wider among
its younger generation? How can
it better serve Armenian youth in
general, and how best can it train
these people to becomethe lead-
ers of the Church of tomorrow?

A Youth Ministry Department

In an attempt to respond to
these questions and to the needs
which ‘underlie them, His Grace
Bishop Khajag Barsamian, Pri-
mate of the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of America, con-

See of Etchmiadzin, died in the
morning hours of July 16, 1991,
after a long illness.

Archbishop Sion Manoogian
was born in the village of
Kirashen, near the city of Van in
Armenia, on January 15, 19086,
and given the baptismal name
“Sarkis.” His parents, brother and
sisters werekilled during the mass
deportations and extermination
of Armenians by the Ottoman
Turks in 1915, which have come

~ to be known as the Armenian

Genocide. Young Sarkis was
taken to the Caucasus, but after
the Russian occupation of Van
he returned to his native land.
In 1918 he joined a group of
refugees who fled to Iran and
Irag. He was among 850 orphans
who were taken to Jerusalem in
1922, where there exists a large

ceived a plan to develop a new
Diocesan Department of Youth
Ministry.

Developed in consultation with

young adult leaders from the par- .

ishes and ACYOA chapters, the
Youth Ministry Department will
be the new overarching adminis-
trative structure for all the pro-
grams and activities aimed at
youth, young adults and young
protessionals throughoutthe Dio-
cese. There willbe several levels
of administration—parish, re-
gional and diocesan—in order to
encourage a greater interplay
between and among the youth of
various communities.

Duringthe Assembly sessions,
the newly-appointed Director of
Youth Ministry was introduced to
the delegates: the Rev. Fr.
Mardiros Chevian, who as former
Rector of the St. Nersess Arme-
nian Seminary has been actively
involved in outreach to Armenian
Church youth, espacially through
the St. Nersess Summer pro-
grams.

Fr. Chevian’s enthusiasm for
his new role was apparent in his
address to the Assembly; he said
that he considers himself not just
apaternalfiguretoyoung people,
but also an advocate and brother.
Heinvited the delegates and their
constituencies to actively partici-
pate in the nativity of the new
Youth Ministry Department, and
paraphrased the injunction of
Christ that, “more than anything
else, we must all love one an-
other. In fact, mutual love must
and willbethedriving force of this
ambitious program.

The delegates discussed and

Armenian community centered
upon the Armenian Patriarchate,
its monastery, and its related
charitable and educational insti-
tutions. In the following year he
was admitted into the Seminary
of the St. James Monastery. in
1926 he was ordained a deacon
by Archbishop Yeghishe Tourian,
the Armenian Patriarch of the Holy
Apostolic See of Jerusalem. Four
years later, he was ordained a
celibate priest.

As a young priest, Father
Manoogian was assigned to
teaching positions at the Semi-
nary of Jerusalem, and at the
local Armenian school. He also
held a number of administrative
and executive posts in the St.
James Monastery. He was a
member of the Ruling Board of
the Monastery and the chairman

debated the merits of the pro-
gram for over three hours. One
serious question that arose was
the future status of the ACYOA
itself once the Youth Ministry
Department becomes operable.
The Primate assured the del-
egates that the ACYOA was not
endangered by the plans.

“The need for an ongoing and
self-governing youth organization
is clear,” he said. “The ACYOA
will continue to do what it does
best. But there can be no doubt
that, as a religious body, the Ar-
menian Church needs to have an
organized approach to its minis-
try and outreach to its youth. The
new Youth Ministry Department
will serve that vital function.”

Further discussions on the
shape and mission of the Youth

Ministry Department will continue
for several months to come. The
Primate expressed his delight at
the vigorous discussion: “it was a
fulfilling experience for me,” he
said.

Issues and Answers

In addition to the yearly read-
ings of committee reports and
discussions, the Assembly was
addressed by Deacon Hratch
Tchilingirian, the new Rector of
the St. Nersess Seminary, who
spoke engagingly about the
Seminary’s role as a training
ground for future leaders of the
Armenian Church. The delegates
also heard from the Diocesan
Council by way of one of its mem-
bers, Dean Shahinian, who ad-

continued on page 5
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SAINTS As the students of the Semmary of

the St. James Monastery in Jerusalem begin a new academic year, they are
being joined by a group of four young men from America. Three of the four
American seminarians are married, and their wives will be accompanying

them and pursuing work of their own.

Pictured are (seated I-r): the Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Najarian, the
Primate, and the students’ escort to the Holy City, the Very Rev. Dr. Krikor
Maksoudian; (standing l-r) Dn. Richard Bohajian, Tirouhe and Robert

of the general meeting of the
Brotherhood. Inthe 1930’s he left
Jerusalem to visit the Armenian
communities of the Middle East
and of the Balkan states.

Fr. Manoogian came to the
United States in 1938 to serve as
the pastor of the Sts. Sahag and
Mesrob Armenian Church of
Providence, RI. From 1939-1946
he served the Diocese of the ‘Ar-
menian Church of America as
Vicar General, and as the Chair-
man of its governing deliberative
body, the Diocesan Council. From
1946-1949 he served in Detroit,
MI, as the Vicar General of the
Mid-Western region of the Dio-
cese.

His Holiness Kevork Vi, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos
of All Armenians, consecrated him
as a bishop and appointed him as

Boyaﬂan Patty and Randy Dagley, Lana and Dn. Michael Kaishian.

In Memory of Archblshop Slon Manooglan, Former Dlocesan anate

Pontifical Legate in charge of |
the Dioceses of South
America, a post which he
served from 1952-1958.

In 1958 he returned to North
America, and was elected Pri-
mate of the Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of America. He
served in this capacity for two
four-year terms, from 1958-
1966. His tenure of office as
Primate was marked by a sub-
stantial expansioninthe mem-
bership and resources of the
Armenian Church of America.
The fund-raising for the con- |
struction of the St. Vartan Ar-
menian Cathedral in New York
City and its adjoining adminis-
trative complex was also
launched during his term.

in 1968 the Catholicos of

continued on page 2
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The Very Reverend Fr. Souren
Chinchinian, former pastor of
the St. Gregory of Narek
Church of Cleveland, OH, now
works at the St. Vartan
Cathedral and the Krikor and
Clara Zohrab Information
Center at the Diocese.

The Very Reverend Fr. Vazken
Karayan, formerly on the staff
of the Krikor and Clara Zohrab
Information Center, has been
appointed as pastor of the
Armenian Church of the Holy
Martyrs of Bayside, NY.

New Appointments

The Very Reverend Fr.
Houssig Bagdasian has been
appointed to the office of
Chancellor of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of
America. As such he will be the
administrative head of all
Diocesan programs. In addi-
tion, he will continue as pastor
of the St. Mary Church of
Livingston, NJ.

The Very Reverend Fr. Papken
Anoushian, formerly the Grand
Sacristan of the St. Vartan
Cathedral, has been appointed
as the new pastor of the St.
Thomas of Tenafly, NJ.

The Reverend Fr. Mardiros
Chevian, former Rector of the
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary,
has accepted the position of
Director of the new Diocesan
Department of Youth Ministry.
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PRIMATE’S MESSAGE

The following address was delivered by
His Grace Bishop Khajag Barsamian
at the 1991 Armenian Church Youth Organization of America
Sports Weekend Banquet, which took place in Hartford, CT.
on Sunday, September 1, 1991.

T his annual ACYOAban-
quet—and the Assem-
bly and Sports Compe-
tition which it concludes—em-
bodies the full glorious scope
and breadth of the experience
of the Armenian heritage. The
exuberance of youth balanced
against the restraint of tradi-
tion; the fierce thrill of athletic
competition balanced against
the calm gentleness of mutual
cooperation; the joy of reunion
with seldom-seen friends bal-
anced against the the melan-
choly of saying good-bye for
another year. Hosting this
event requires a great deal of
finesse, no lessthan organiza-
tion, cooperation and patience.

Nevertheless, | must say
that our hosts for this week-
end—the members of the Hart-
ford Armenian community—
have made it all look quite ef-
fortless. | salute the heroic ef-
forts of the St. George parish,
its pastor the Reverend Fr.
Yeprem Kelegian, the Parish
Council, the ACYOA Central
Council, the organizing com-
mittee under the chairman-
ship of Richard Mardirossian
and Christine Shooshan, and
the Sports Weekend Commit-
tee, all-of which contributed to
the splendid outcome of this
event.

And let us not forget the
athletes themselves, who
whether in victory or defeat
have comported themselves
with sportsmanship and gal-
lantry. All of you have made
this ACYOA Assembly and
Sports Weekend a source of
fond memories for the future.

| believe that in the years to
come, the good people of this
Diocese will remember this
particular weekend as some-
thing of a watershed event, for
it marks the beginning of anew
era in the Armenian Church’s
ministry to her younger gen-
eration. Earlier this week, your
peers sitting as delegates at
the ACYOA National Assem-
bly gave serious consideration
to a new plan for a Diocesan

All Armenians appointed him
as Pontifical Legate in charge
of the Armenian communities

| of Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia.

Since 1955 he had been a
member of the Supreme Spiri-
tual Council at Holy Etchmia-
dzin. Holy Etchmiadzin is the
supreme seat of authority of

I the Armenian Church, and the

Spiritual Council its highest
ecclesiastical body. Arch-
bishop Manoogian had served
as Chairman of that body for a
numberof years until his-death.

The Archbishop was the au-
thor of a number of books,

Depantmert of Youth Ministry—a
program which will incorporate
the current youth-oriented ser-
vices the Diocese provides, while
at the same time broadening the
scope and reach of our entire
youth ministry.

During my remarks at the As-
sembly, | challenged the del-
egates to take an active role in
the realization of this new minis-
try, and | repeat those sentiments
tonight to all of you. When your
grandparents came to this coun-
try, they were working with a blank
slate: they had to imagine the
entire shape ofthe Armeniancom-
munity in America. Your parents
consolidated and expanded those
original efforts, and founded
organizations of their own, such
as the ACYOA.

But your generation has not
yet had the opportunity to truly
found an organization—to really
be on the ground floor of deci-
sion-making and execution. The
creation of the new Department
of Youth Ministry is your golden
opportunity to make a mark upon
posterity.

| have nothing but admiration
for the energy and boldness of
your generation, of your achieve-
ments in school, in the market-
place and in a host of other activi-
ties. What | am asking tonight is
that you take some of that drive
and zeal and direct it into the
construction of a lasting, relevant
and successful youth ministry for
the Armenian Church of America.

This idea about new begin-
nings has been much on my mind
of late, because 1991 marks the
one hundredth anniversary of the
consecration of the first Arme-
nian Church in America: the
Church of Our Saviourin Worces-
ter, MA. Your sister parish in
Worcester is even now prepating
for the celebration which will take
place in a very few weeks, and
everyone involved has naturally
had cause to reflect upon those
early Armenian settlersinthe New
World, and upon the tremendous
progress which has ensued inthe
intervening century.

[ try to remind myself each

| In Memory of Archbishop Sion Manoogian

among them The Mystery of the
Vartanians, One Month in Arme-
nia, Armenian Jerusalem, Radi-
ant Figures, Life and Mystery,
The Armenian Church and Her
Teachings, The Message of the
Gospel, The Christian Doctrine,
The Greatest Thing in the World,
and The Father of the Armenians.

In a telegram dispatched to
the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America in New York,
His Holiness Vasken |, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, lamented the
passing of Archbishop Sion
Manoogian, “who had been a

mornlng. as | look ocut vpen the
magnificent stcne eciice of the
St. Vartan Cathearas, inai 1o

Armenian Church in America be-
gan with a humble wooden siruc-
ture constructed out of contribu-
tions of pennies and dimes—all
that our immigrant Armenians
could afford. Our forebears had
so little in the way of material
resources, only the most rudi-
mentary education, and they had
only a basic mastery of the lan-
guage of their adoptive nation.

What they did have was a su-
preme love of their Church and
heritage, which inspired them to
ever greater heights. Let me say
too that, after having spoken to
many of you, and looking out upon
you now, [ can see that this sense
of pious love and devotion has in
no way been diminished with the
passage of generations. It is re-
born in each of you, and you
enhance that love with ali the
refined qualities—education, cul-
tural sophistication, prosperity—
that your grandparents would
have wished for themselves had
circumstances not dictated
otherwise.

In your generation, many of
the dreams of those pioneers of
1891 have cometrue. Thatopens
up all sorts of possibilities—but it
is also a serious responsibility—
a responsibility to utilize your
hard-won patrimony for the good
and prosperity of the Church and
heritage your ancestors fought
so desperately to preserve.

Today and in the years to
come, there is vital and noble
work to be accomplished, work
which will require all of your ex-
pertise, ingenuity and courage.
Do not be put off by the seeming
magnitude of these enterprises;
the same blood that allowed your
grandparentstostareintothe face
of death and desolation, and still
survive, flows through your veins
today. There are no obstacles
which we as a people cannot
overcome, and your generation
will play the pivotal role in the
resistance against those ob-
stacles.

Having said this, | would like to
continued on page 3

continued from page 1

spiritual and faithful servant of
our Holy Church throughout
his entire life. He expired after
fully accomplishing his duties
towards the Armenian Church
and her people. May the Lord
accept his rightecus soul with
benevolence in His heavenly
kingdom where peace prevails
forever.”

His Eminence Archbishop
Sion Manoogiandied in Arme-
nia on the morning of Tues-
day, July 16, and was buried
in the courtyard of the Monas-
tery of Saint Gaianeh two days
later.O :
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he official communiqué of the Secretariat of the
I Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church dated
August 5, 1991 was read with great surprise
and some small dismay. The subject of this
communiqué was the question of the participation—or
rather, non-participation—of any representatives from
the See of Cilicia at the International Conference of
Armenian Church Clergy whichtook place in New York
this past June. While the communiqué raised a num-
ber of interesting points “in the interest of factual
accuracy,”afew observations with regard tothe Prelacy
Secretariat’s notion of "facts” and “accuracy” are in
order.

In atime whenthe Armenian Church and her people
are faced with such great hopes and such weighty
challenges, a communiqué like this is disheartening.
It can only spread confusion, and offer irrational sup-
port to the wall that stands between us, awallthat even
now shows signs of crumbling.

First, let us correct the singl'e overarching fallacy of
this communiqué. It concerns the nature of the June
Clergy Conference itself. This Conference was not

_ organized as a formal convention of the historic Arme-

nian Church, & /a the ecumenical conventions of the
Middle Ages, or the Second Vatican Council. Rather,
theJune event was an informalgathering of the brother-
hood ofthe sacred priesthood of the Armenian Church—
a retreat, if you will, in which the members of the
clerical profession could meet each other {many for
the first time), share their insights into the problems
and virtues of the Armenian Church, and discuss inthe
cool atmosphere of theoretical inquiry the issues fac-
ing our Church and our people.

This fact seems to have eluded the Secretariat of
the Prelacy, no less than the See of Cilicia itself, which
seems from the outset to have regarded this Confer-
ence with allthe urgency that cne would regard amajor
ecclesiastical deliberation. Moreover, the See and
now the Secretariat have petsisted in this presumption

_ despite three separate and succinct pronouncements

“from the organizer of the Conference, the Dideese of
the Armenian Church of America, as to its intent and
nature. :

In this regard, it should be added that the absence
of the brethren from the See of Cilicia was sorely felt.
The Diocese had in good faith invited the See of Cilicia
to attend, and genuinely did not expect the See to
refuse the invitation.

One major charge in the communiqué deserves
special attention: that the dignity of the See of Cilicia
was slighted in the following respects:

T O R

« that the conference lacked the sponsorship of a
truly “international authority” (by which is meant, pre-
sumably, His Holiness Vasken |, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicos of All Armenians);

e that the Great House of Cilicia was the victim of

discrimination insofar as it was asked to send only

three representatives to the conference;

« that neither the Great House of Cilicia nor its
representatives were given an opportunity to partici-
pate in planning the agenda of the conference.

Let us be clear on this point: the See of Cilicia
received exactly the same invitation that all the other
Hierarchal Sees of the Armenian Church received. So
that there will be no mistaking our meaning, we shall

restate this: the Holy Sees of Etchmiadzin, Cilicia, .

Jerusalem and Constantinople all received identical
invitations. All of the invitations clearly announced that
the conference was convened with the full consent and
blessing of His Holiness Vasken'l; each of the Hierar-
chal Sees was requested to send three representa-
tives to the conference.

Each Hierarchal See was also consulted in ad-
vance as to the substance of the conference. In a
follow-up letter, Bishop Barsamian sent a tentative
agenda and list of discussion topics to Catholicos
Karekin ll. The letter encouraged Catholicos Karekin
to make whatever emendations to the agenda he felt
were necessary. The same courtesy was also ex-
tended to the Catholicos of All Armenians and to the
Patriarches of Constantinople and Jerusalem. Once
again, the See of Cilicia and all three of its sister Sees
were dealt with in utter equanimity.

There is aiso one serious misstatement in this
communiqué. In its closing paragraph the Prelacy
Secretariat suggests that the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America is hesitating on its commitment to
unity. The communiqué contends that *within the past
few months on three separate occasions [the Prelacy
has] conveyed the list of Prelacy representatives to
serve on the-guidelines.ecommitteeand has received
no response to date.”

This information is simply wrong. The Primate and -

the Diocesan Council appointed three representa-
tives—the Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Najarian, Vicar-
General of the Diocese, Mr. Daniel Dorian and Mr.
Asbet Zakarian—prior to the Diocesan Assembly in
mid-May, 1991. These three Diocesan representatives
and Council members have already met twice with
their Prelacy counterparts; their last meeting occurred
as recently as July 18, 1991. We assume that the
Secretariat was genuinely ignorant of the activities of

I A L

its own Unity Committee; in the future, however, it
ought to check its facts before making such outra-
geous accusations.

Other complaints are less setious, and deserve to
be dealt with playfully. The emphasis placed in the
Prelacy communiqué upon the identity of the courier
employed to deliver the invitation is somewhat puz-
zling. Are we now going to begin quibbling over whether
officialcorrespondence is delivered by hand, by U.P.S.
or by Federal Express? It seems to us that the variety
of delivery system is completely irrelevant to the mat-

. ter; surely the only salient fact here is the actual

recipient of the invitation.

Likewise, it is peculiar that the communigué draws
attention to the fact that a letter dated February 22
arrived at its destination 32 days later. | suppose we
must all admit that slow mail delivery remains a plague
on this troubled world; in fact, that is why one sends out
invitations in February for an event occurring in June.
No one can rightfully complain that three months is
insufficient time to respond to an invitation.

Our own impression of the Secretariat’'s complaints
is that it has scrutinized the relevant documents to
come up with some reason—any reason—to justify the
absence of the See of Cilicia from the Conference.
Whether or not these insights are persuasive is an
open question, but ultimately a meaningless one.
Doubtless anyone could generate alist of objections to
participating in- such a Conferencs, if he tried hard
enough. But when an opportunity arises for the scat-
tered clergy of the Armenian Church to gather as
“brothers in Christ,” we ought not to expend our re-
sources in locking for reasons to abstain—rather we
should search for reasons to participate.

" The obstacles which have kept us apart for so long
seem to be toppling one by one. There are no longer
any good arguments for the Church founded by St.
Krikor the llluminator to remain divided. If we are truly
serious about unity—not just Church unity but com-
munion within the Body of Christ—we will stop search-

ing for reasons to stay apart:-and continus the ardu= |

ous, but ultimately rewarding process of discovering

the reasons—and the courage—to reunite our be-

loved Church.

Full unity of the Armenian Church will happen—
whether it happens within the lifetime of our generation
depends largely on whether we arewilling to put aside
the nit-picking pettiness and mean-spiritedness of the
past, and deal charitably with one another, as churches

no less than as individuals. This communiqué from the |

Prelacy Secretariat was a step in the wrong direction
in this regard. o

Primate’s Message

continued from page 2

ask you to help your Church to
resolve the single issue which for
the pastfifty-eightyears has stood
in the way of so much progress,
and which has cast a black
shadow over eventhe successes
we have attained. | am speaking,
of course, about the shameful
division which exists within the
Armenian Church. I firmly believe
that if the unity issue is to be
resolved, it will depend precisely
upon the activity and charity of
your generation.

| was heartened to see the
ACYOA Assembly delegates ex-
press a strong conviction in sup-
portof Church unity. This convic-
tion is sound and noble, and | am
proud to see that such weighty
matters are on the hearts and
minds of our young adults.

However, the way we ap-
proach the resclution of this is-
‘sueis at least as important as the
conviction itself. We mustcharta
path to unity which will not create
even more division among Arme-
nians of good will. Most of all, we

must seek out a practical solu-
tion, one which will culminate in
tull Church unity in fact, not token
actions which—however well-
intentioned—can only offer us the
appearance of unity.

Nevertheless, there is good
reason to hope that our internal
division is nearits end. Thanksto
the incredible political develop-
ments going on in Armenia her-
self, the external political reasons
for our division have been virtu-
ally eliminated.

At the same time, finally your
generation has come of age—a
generation which is distant
enough from the original causes
of the split to work out a chari-
table reconciliation. ltreminds me
of a comment made during the
height of the Soviet coup d’état
by a Russian journalist, when he
was asked how to account for the
fact that—perhaps for the first
time—the people were not intimi-
dated by the brutal might of the
Soviet military.

He replied that during the

course of the past few years of
relative freedom, a new gen-
eration of Russians had emerged,
who had tasted liberty, and had
only heardtales about the brutali-
ties of the Communist regime,
and so were not impressed with
the show of force in Red Square
and elsewhere. Their distance
from the sorrowful past—indeed
their innocence—gave these
young Russians the fortitude to
stand up for their dreams of free-
dom.

It has been no different in the
streets of Yerevan, where your
contemporaries are playing a
decisive role in determining the
fate of our homeland. And | know
that, in a similar way, the young
Armenians in America can con-
tribute to the resolution of the
unity issue.

| ask you to take on this task
from the vantage of a leader guid-
ing his flock; but also from the
vantage of a comrade and fellow
traveler. You see, we are in a
similar predicament, you and I

After many years of schooling,
the men and women of your age
group are poised on the brink of
taking on the burden of leader-
ship in the Church and in society
at large. Likewise, after a long
journeymanship of service to
some of the great princes of the
Armenian Church, | too have as-
sumed a burden of leadership in
our community.

As you can see, | am sympa-
thetic with this status, with the
aspirations which inspire you, as
well as the apprehensions which
trouble you. Indeed, | must con-
fess that | have a special per-
sonal interest in the current and
future health of your generation.
It is that you are the people who
will be working with me over the
nextfewyears, and who ultimately
will inherit this Diocese and all its
institutions. While | am not sure
where my ministry will take me in
the future, | do know that | love
this Diocese and its people; it is
my honor to play some small role
in helping it attain its shining po-

tential.

Of course, that will demand
hard work from all of our faith-
ful—clergy and laymen, young
and old alike. | am not afraid to
admit that the many projects that
lie on the horizon present an in-
timidating prospect. But | always
rediscover courage and convic-
tion- when 1 return to the eternal
truth of our religion, a truth which
has been preserved in the Gos-
pel accounts of the life of Jesus
Christ. ~

All we really know about
Christ’s life on earth is an after-
noon when He was thirteen, and
three years during His young
manhood. In that brief time, at
that tender age, He changed the
world. By comparison, ourtaskis
almost trivially small, and yet His
accomplishment in the face of
adversity twothousandyears ago
holds out hope to all of us who
follow Him today. Christ was vic-
torious over the worst this world
had to offer. With His heip, we too
shall.humbly join Him in victory.o
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Two Young Visitors from Armenia

he sister ACYO's of the Western and Canadian Dioceses tradition-

ally send observers to the Eastern Diocesan Assembly, and this

year's gathering was no different. The 1991 Assembly participants
were especially delighted by the presence of two representatives from the
Armenian Church Youth Organization from Armenia itself: Armand
Babajanian and Lara Nalbandian, teenagers from Yerevan, who attended
the Assembly at the behest of Bishop Barsamian and His Eminence Bishop
Karekin Nercessian, Primate of the Araratian Diocese of Yerevan.

Armand, the editor of the official publication of the ACYO of Yerevan,
delivered greetings to the delegates from the youth of the homeland,
and offered a brief glimpse into the activities of the young pecple of
Armenia, The ACYO of Yerevan was established in 1990—an interest-
ing case in which an organization founded in the diaspora has been
adopted by natives of Armenia to invigorate their own national, religious
and cultural life.

The ACYO of Yerevan meets regularly for religious and liturgical
studies, as well as for dance and choral instruction. This last must have a
profound effect on the young people of Yerevan if Armand and Lara are any
indication, for both have lovely voices and were always ready to put aside
their quite understandable shyness to lead their American counterparts
in song.

Indeed, the entire Assembly was charmed during the annual Primate’s
Luncheon on the final day of sessions, when Armand and Lara, at the
request of Bishop Barsamian, entertained the delegates with some tradi-
tional Armenian songs. Not to be outdone, several delegates responded in
kind, and soon the entire dining room was ringing with the sounds of
Armenian clergy and young people joining their voices in song.

“I've never seen anything like this,” said one participant between refrains. “In the past, people have felt a little ill at ease during the Primate’s Luncheon—and
to be honest, there was a bit of that feeling at the beginning this time. But Bishop Barsamian made us all feel right at home. There's a real sense of family here,
and the presence of Armand and Lara and all that they represent has made us all feel very close to our Armenian roots.” O
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Men Without Childhood 60 William Saroyan Poster
S Amikasilk ZamouKem The memorable quotation of Saroyan 66 Come Sit Beside Me and 71 Communist Takeover &
(translated by Elise Antreassian about his beloved indomitable people. | Listen to Kouchag Occupation of Armenia
Bayizian and Marzbed Margossian) Ideal for framing and giving as a gift. 9 (trans. by Diana Der Hovanessian) Special Report No. 5 of Select Armenian Art
The moving story of thousands of B 0 AR L Kop Ko pgpens souqd - CommiFtee pACOmge #Sirarpie Der Nercessian
children orphaned overnightin the 61 My Name |s Saroyan fresh and lyrical today as they did in Aggression—House of lcbhitecui s B
R T thedeod @ (cdited by Jared bl Taahjn) the 16th century, with - Representatives, 1954 Sl

) , Y j ol EB208—$2.50 painting - particularly the
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Unique Gift
For Ail
Seasons...

Introducing the first of a series
of gift items specifically created
for the Diocesan Bookstore. The
motif is a replica of the actual
metal art form that is on the
inside glass doors opening into
the nave of St. Vartan Cathedral.
The original art form was adapted
from stone reliefs adorning the
ancient Cathedral of Aghtamar
built in the 9th and 10th centuries.
Made of quality cotton canvas with zipper
inside pocket, recessed top zipper and
shoulder straps. 17 x 14 x 3.
A great gift to give and
receive! (Limited
Edition)
GI112—%29

ORDER FORM

Invoice and Ship to: | Name:
‘ Address:
City: State: Zip:
Item #: Description Quantity Price Each Total
Checks payable to: Diocese of the Armenian Church Sub Totall $
630 Second Ruenue Rdd $3.75 postage and handling
New York, NY 10016-4885 Add $1.50 each additional item

¢ Rllow 2-3 weeks for delivery ¢ U.S. Dollars only TOTALS
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- | reproductions from the manuscripts

1 Armenian Art

© Sirarpie DerNercessian
Architecture, sculpture and painting,
particularly the magnificent
illuminated manuscripts - discussed
and illustrated in chapters
corresponding to epochs of
Armenian history to 17th

century. 180 illus., maps, plans

AR066-$165

Items 1 through 7

Armenian

Gospel Iconography

4 T.F. Mathews and A K. Sanjian
Full-page illuminations from 14th
century Glajor Gospel; 24 actual size
illustrations and over 200
comparative illustrations examine the
Armenian tradition of gospel
iconography. Provides an
introduction to Armenian cultural
and artistic history; the political and
cultural serting in which the Glajor
Gospe!l was produced and its history;
history of the monastery and school
of Glajor and highlights the
distinctively Armenian way of
tlluminaring the Gospels relating this
tradition to distinct patterns of
thought and behaviour in Armenian

culture.
AR 109-$52

Armenian

[Hluminated Gospel Books

4 Vrej Nersessian

Degiled account of how illuminazed
Gospel books were produced: analyses
and descriptions of 30 manuscrips in
the British Library's collection.
AR097-$32

Hrmenian

Mininature Paintings

This new volume is dedicated to the
sacred art of Armenian miniature
painting and includes exquisite

of the Library of the Mekhitarist
Fathers of San Lazarro, Venice; of
Greater Armenia, Cilicia, and
Armenian diaspora from the 9th to
13th centuries with detailed
descriptions. Beautifully boxed.
AR110-$145

Hrmenian Miniatures,

5 Booklet Series

Each book features an Armenian
miniaturist whose works adorn
medieval manuscripts: Grigor,
Toros Taronatsi, Sargis Pitsak,
Tzerun and Avag.

ARB3-$18

6 An Introduction to
Rrmenian Manuscript
llumination

Selections from the Collection

in the Walters Art Gallery
 Sirarpie DerNercessian

Abriged selections reproduced by
the Gallery as part of their series
*Walter Art Gallery Picture Book.”
Color and black/white.

AR033-$5 pb.

the Walters Art Gallery
4 Sirarpie DerNercessian

Brilliant work by a foremost specialist

in Armenian manuscript
illumination. Documented with
detailed illustrations; 242
monochrome plates and colors.

AR068-570

? Armenian Manuscripts in

Treasures of Etchmiadzin

4 (edited by Mania Khazaryan)

Issued by order of HH Vasken I and

prepared by scholars of Yerevan, this

lavish book contains priceless
artifacts assembled through the
centuries with section on
architecture, essays on
khatchkars, coin collection,
metal and art objects,
woodcarving, rug weaving,
needlework, and the
art of imprinting,
miniatures and
paintings.

AR008-$70

9 Documents ;
. of Armenian

Hrchitecture

(vol. 1-20)

Qutstanding

Armenian archutecture
series of ancient
monasteries and regions,
complete with beautiful

colored photos and itlustrations,

detailed plans of each structure and

historical essays. An important
collection for everyone's library.

{Armenian/English/Italian) pb.

AR105

#1 Haghbat AR047 § 20
2 Khatchkar AR048 20
3 Sanahin AR049 20
4 St. Thadei AR050 20
5 Amberd ARO05ST 20
6 Gheghard AR05Z 20
7 Goshavank ARQS3 20
8 Aghtamar ARD54 32

I 9 Ererouk ARQS5 20
10 St. Stephen AR056 20
11 Ketcharis ARO057 20
12 Ani AR058 32
13 Haghartzin - ARO059 20
14 Amaguh Noravank ARC60 20
15 K’asakhi Vanker ARQ61 20
16 Ptghni-Arudch AR093 20
17 Gandzasar AR09%4 20
18 Sevan ARQ95 32
19 Gharabagh ARO%6 32
20 Sorhul 25

10 Rghtamar

4 Dr. Stephan Mnatsakanian

Built in 915-921 A.D., the Cathedral
of Aghtamar is an epitome of
Armenian architecture and one of
only a few extant Armenian
monuments that have reached the
present intact. Colored illustrations
include the detailed facades, frescoes
and khachkars and detailed drawings,
architectural plans and a two-page
map of Armenia. AR087-$35

11 Armenian
Needlelace
and Embroidery
9 Alice Odian Kasparian
Documented rare examples
of a uniquely Armenian art.
Techniques, stitch diagrams and
photos of the finest heirloom
embroideries are illustrated.

AR003-$25

12 Weavers

Merchants and Kings
4 Lucy DerManuelian

and Murray L. Eiland

A catalog of rugs reflecting
the cultural and geographical
dispersion on the Armenian
people, beautifully illustrated
with detailed historical data.
" AR108-539

i

i

13 The Armenians

% Adriano Alpago Novello

This comprehensive and richly
illustrated volume brings together
some of the finest, most typical
examples of Armenian art in all its
variety, and through the illustrations
and many essays devoted to history,
art and sociology, the reader is
presented with a panoramic overview
of the many cultural influences that
have swept this nation. 192 illus.
AR076-$75

- 14 Khatchkar

Marble-like reproduction 3.5"by 2"
(G1021-$6.50

15 Manuel Tolegian

o0 Years in Hrt

Qutstanding reproductions of 20
selected Tolegian paintings, suitable
for framing. (numbered series)

PC024—$45

16 Napkins

“Paree Akhorjag” with

Armenian motif

GI103—$6 Dinner (white) - 20 pk
G1104—$4 Cocktail (white) - 20 pk

17 Christmas Cards

5 designs of miniatures “Happy New
Year and a Blessed Christmas” with
envelopes. (Armenian/English)
PC075—55

2 designs of miniatures “Merry
Christmas Happy New Year” with
envelopes. (Armenian/English)

{24 boxed) PC062—S9

18 Bookends

Marble-like lace design of khatchkar
on stand in the form of a book. 5" x
7.5" GI027—3%25

19 Ceramic

Armenian alphabet designed

and crafted in Jerusalem mounted
on velvet—ready for hanging

or table plate.
Gl047—$45

20 fcons

Reproduction of miniatures with
tucite finish, mounted on wood
backing.

GI109—S15 (Mother & Chila)
| G1109—S15 (Cross)

21 Etchmiadzin Plate

Reproducrion of Holy Etchmiadzin
painted on fine bone china. 11"
GI011—3$35 e

22 Khatchkars

GI021—$6.50 3.5"x 2"
Gl022—$20 8.5" x 4"
GI026—523 10.5" x 4"
(1915 inscribed)

23 Ara-Maral Watch

Armenian alphabet with brown band.
(G1086—$%30 (lg)

G1086—$30 (sm)

24 “0Our Family” Photo Ribum

(Armenian) Sturdy plastic cover with

9 magnetic pages. 7.5” x 8”
(G1008—S15

25 “Hye” Mug (china)

(G1095—$%6
26 Ara-Maral Mug
With Armenian alphabet-
turdy plastic
G1100—35
27 Ara-Maral “T-Shirt”
100% cotton (child Sm.)
(G1029—$10
28 Hrmenian Aaphabet
“T-Shirt”
100% cotton (child Sm.)
G1090—$7

oM

29 Ara-Maral Tote Bag
With Armenian alphabet—canvas.
G1049—$10

30 Armenian (Western)

2-90 minute video cassettes, 40 page
word list, designed to teach the
language by concentrating on
vocabulary and helpful expressions.
RCV177—$15 Level 1
RCV082—$15 Level 11

31 Life Of Jesus In Miniatures
Armenian coloring book with
explanations for children.

REQ60—$5

32 Picture Dictionary

Excellent source for helping children
and beginners acquire language and
dictionary skills in English and
Armenian. Colored illustrations.

CHO26—$25

33 Bless, 0 Lord

Rev. Garabed Kochakian

A collection of all the sacraments and
sacramentals conducted by rhe

priests of the Armenian church with
explanations and illustrations.

RB063—59

34 Etchmiadzin Cross
“Etchmiadzin” engraved in
Armenian on back. 14K gold.

See also last phoro.
JOC0T—$45

Items 8 through 14

35 Etchmiadzin Cross
”Etchmiadzin” engraved in
Armenian on back. 14K gold.

See also last photographl
J041—3$65 (lg)

36Yes Em Masis Sarn
Yem Seroum

Charm 14K gold. See also
last photograph.
"J036—%45

37 Ara-Maral
Charm14K gold. See also
last photograph.
JO06—$45

38 Karabagh Poster
Monuments, castles, monasteries,
churches, bridges and caravanserais,
palaces, old cemeteries, historical
monuments and khatchkars; all
Armenian. This map has a full
glossary, construction period of
monuments, elevation signs and
roads.

PC101—$8
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§9 Mesrob Mashtots Poster
& Artist Paul Sagsoorian’s
interpretation of the invention of
the Armenian alphabet by Mesrob
Mashrots.

PC107—S5

|
10 Pictorial Guide To The
1 Divine Liturgy Of The
i Armenian Church
i Photos, explanations and definitions.
! RE075—S$2.50 pb.

41 Saints For Children
: Stories about saints of the Early
! Church and those special to the
, Armenian Church, written for
i children and illustrated.
! RE102—$5 pb.

12 Hrmenian Riphabet
_ Coloring and Handwriting
Book

! ®Ani Kalfayan

' A coloring and handwriting book

i designed to give the discipline

: needed for neat handwriting,

t balanced with the creativity of

. expression. Authentic Armenian
motifs. Color.
AL0S4—$10 pb. -

Leems 15 through 22

i3 Riways Armenian
. Ammenian language crash course.
- RCV195—845 (set) Tapes 1 & 2
ALSTO—S25 (illustrated text)

¥ Armenian Alphabet Cards
On each card is printed the capital
and small letter, names of the letters,
the English corresponding letter, a
waord 1o guide correct pronunciation
and a picture.

CH029—-510
45 "Hayr Mer"

Inscribed on metal plaque, framed
for hanging 5" x 7"
£05—S813.50 Armenian
GI06—S13.5C Transliteration

46 Rrarat Key Chain

1~ 24 TS
: GL\."D—}',‘.(_

47 The Complete Armenian
. Lookbeo
Alice Berjian
Fascinating vaniesy of Armenian and
| internanional recipes with color
photos.
CBOd—330.

48 Hrmenian Cooking Today

4 Alice Anureassian

With more than 200 gaditional
recipes, offering a large variety of
popular dishes, and all-time favorites,
illustrated and in 2 colors. With more
than a dozen printings and now in its
5th revised edition, it has been
praised by such authorities as Mimi
Sheraton in the New York Times.
The ‘ultimate’ cookbook for
beginners and pros. {looseleaf format;
removable laminated pages).
CB002—3$20

49 Armenian Recipes:

The Forty Days of Lent

¢ Alice Antreassian

Close to 70 recipes with no meat and
dairy products whatever, but with a
diversity and tastefulness that
recommend them for year-round use.

CB007—$12.50

a0 Classic Armenian Recipes:
Cooking Without Mea

® Alice Antreassian

and Miriam Jebejian

More than 350 recipes, from A to Z,
except M for meat. Beautifully
designed in two colors, illustrated and
looseleaf-bound, easel-style for
convenient use.

CB005—$20 cl.

CB006—9$10 pb.

21 Placemat

Laminated placemat with Armenian
alphabet in capitals and small letters
with identifying objects for each
letter, in the format of a chess board.

GI111—$3.50

92 Mission of Mercy

Video of 1989 historic visit of HH
Catholicos Vasken I to America
following the tragic earthquake, with
accompanying souvenir booklet of

His Holiness, Etchmiadzin and
historical data on the two Catholicates
of the Armenian church. Beautifully
illustrated in color.

RCV185—$20

1 93 The Sumgait Tragedy

# (edited by Samuel Shahmuratian)
Forward by Yelena Bonner

Forty-five eye-witnesses and victims of
the pogroms against Armenians in
February 1988, tell what they saw and
suffered and made

clear what

Armenians did

not see.

EB393—$50

94 Smyrna

Destruction of

a City

¢ Marjorie Housepian Dobkin

This study centers on the Greek
occupation of Turkey’s Smyrna
region after WWI, the Greco-Turkish
war and the snectacular destruction
of the city. Details of

the historical background of the
debacle and the successful efforts to
expunge the story from historical
memory are brilliantly documented.
“An essential work of history,” Los
Angeles Times.

EB291—$14 pb.

| Teems 23 through’37

i

_ Holy Etchmiadzin:
3 Booklet Series
Series provides a glimpse into a
selected number of paintings,
Etchmiadzin religious objects and
Museum artifacts at the Holy See.
Color Illustrations. AR082—$12

Qccj‘) BJU

ob Masters of Hrmenian
Painters )

6 Booklet Series

Full color reproductions of 6
extraordinary

Armenian artists

of the 19th and

20th

centuries—

Hovhannes

Aivazovsky,

Jakob Hovnatanian,

Vardges Sureniants, Martiros
Saryan, Hakob Hakobian and Minas
Avetissian. AR081—$17.00

57 The Slaughterhouse
Provinc
®Leslie A. Davis

(edited by Susan K. Blair)
When Mr. Davis was the U.S. Consul
in Harput from 1915-1917, he
witnessed the corpses of thousands of
Armenians and realized the need for a
detailed record of the atrocities. He
documented his finds with photos and
sent his report to the U.S.

State Department in 1918. Recently
when Ms. Blair was completing a
research assignment,

she discovered the 80 year old report
and felt compelled to publish it With
her introduction, she puts the
document in historical context. A
fascinating book by a courageous lady!
EB331—$30

28 Krikor Lousavorich
Cameo Plate
Marble-like detailed 10" plate
wedgwood blue and white.
GI009—$70

99 Death and Resurrection:

@ Antranig Antreassian

A gripping novel of the Armenian
massacres, the story—vividly and
dramatically told—of life on the
deportation trails, the resistance of
some, and the ultimate tragedy in the
deserts of death.

EB296—$20 pb.

H Crime of Vengeance
$Edward Alexander

The story of the tragedy of 1915 seen
through its effect upon the life of a
young Armenian who was witness to

the atrocities.
EB399—$22.50

Armenia: Survival of a
Nation

4 Christopher Walker

"... a loving account of ancient
Armenia and of its destruction in
modern time, Walker shows the
indisputable title of its people to the
land from which they have been
evicted.” (New Statesman)
EB001—$35

Armenian Genocide in
Perspective

9 (edited by Richard G. Hovannisian)
An attempt to assess and analyze
the Armenian genocide from
differing perspectives, including
history, political science, ethics,
religion, literature and
psychiatry.

EB364-
$33

Torn
Between
Twao Lands:
Armenians in
America

D

History of Armenian
Literature

#]ames Ermekjian

The first comprehensive history of
Armenian literature, in English,
which documents our literature from
the 5th to 13th centuries. A scholarly
work, each chapter concludes with
extensive notes, bibliographies and
references.

EB322—$19 ph.

Dictionary of Armenian
Names

$Ohannes Hannessian
English and Armenian spellings

with their meanings.
DIC020—$22 pb.

Armenian Names
#Martha Bilezikian Atikian
English spellings with mean-

ings and origins.

1890 to WV EB115—39 pb.
' Arshile Gorky Rdoian
: 4Karlen Mooradian
:%ﬁzifoM l(r)?l;n o A scholarly book written
i g/ on this great artist,

group torn between its
desire to create a
homeland in historical

Armenia and its adopted
homeland, America....]
recommend it highly to

Armenian and non-
Armenian readers.”
(Vartan Gregorian)
EB107—$14 pb.

Uoice of Conscience:

The Stories of Krikor
Zohrab

& (translated by Jack Antreassian)
17 stories by a great political and
literary figure of Constantinople,
inevitably victimized by the
Genocide. His stories contain little
plot in the ordinary sense, relying
instead on the sensitive treatment of
emotions, and the creation of
ambience and mood, sometimes
ironic, sometimes poignant.

EBC05—$10

Resistance and Revenge

©Jacques Derogy

The Armenian assassination of the
Turkish leaders responsible for the

1915 massacres and deportations.
EB365—$33

Review of National
Literatures: Armenia

¢ (edited by Vahe Oshagan)

The Foundation undertakes to
encourage a continuing reassessment
of national literatures—from earliest
to the most recent— as a perequisite
for understanding “world literature.”

This issue is devoted to Armenia.
EB139—$25 pb.

establishing him as the
founder of modern
holozoism. Included is
Gorky's correspondence and
transcribed interviews with
artists, relatives and friends by
the author, his nephew. A
penetrating tribute to Gorky
from his survival of the
Genocide to his suicide,
incorporating a history of
ancient Armentia. (illus.)

AR002—$35 .

Armenians in America

& Arra S. Avakian

Armenians may be found everywhere
in America. This story tells how and
why they concentrated in certain
distinct areas.

EB264—56

Items 38 through 46

Carzou (Kriker Keusseyan)
#(translated by Ara Kalaydian)
Beautifully illustrated account of the
“Painter of The Magic World” who

is also an acclaimed illustrator,

stage designer and engraver. 65

reproductions. Color and black/white.
AR098—$15 pb.

The Road From Home

| ®David Kherdian

(Newberry Honor Book)

A gripping account of courage,
survival and hope of Veron
Durmehjian, Kherdian'’s mother.
EBO60—$17

English-Rrmenian/
Armenian-English
Dictionary

An indispensable, concise
reference...a must for every
8Armenian home.
DIC001—$32 pb.
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Each summer the Diocese hosts parishioners from around the country who come to New York City to take part in our week-long
departmental educational programs. The Armenian Language Lab and Resource Center held its annual Armenian School Teachers’
College and its Ayvazian-Bedrosian Armenian Studies Program. The Department of Religious Education convened its Edward and

Helen Mardigian Institute for Sunday School teachers.

ALLARC

Summer Interns

For the sixth year the Diocese welcomed a group of bright young Armenians who
served their Church for six weeks as Diocesan interns. The four recent college
graduates came from as far away as Texas and Canada to lend their talents to the
Public Relations Department and the Zohrab Information Center. From left to right:
Sossy Sarikhanian, Adam Kouyoumjian, Christian Casparian and Sebouh Aslanian.

ACYOA Assembly Weekend

Continued from page 1

vised that the first step towards
fuller youth empowerment within
the Church is increased patrtici-
pation by young adults within the
individual parishes, as parish
council members and Diocesan
delegates.

Otherdiscussions centered on
issues of fuller participation by
Armenian Church youth in the
broader activities of the Diocese,
especially concerning Church
unity and special ACYOA repre-
sentation at the annual Diocesan
Assembly. Assembly Chairman
Greg Arpajian did an excellent
job of maintaining order through-
outthe frequently spirited debate.

Committee elections yielded
thefollowing results: Jill Arslanian
of Watertown, MA, Lisa Manook-
ian of Wynnewood, PA, and Scott
Najarian of Worcester, MA, were
elected to the Nominating com-
mittee; Papken Maksoudian of
Watertown, Christine Shooshan
of Hartford, CT, and Arthur
Simonian of Hartford were elected
to the Auditing Committee; Dea-
con Gary Alexander of Cam-
bridge, MA, Greg Arpajian of
Cleveland, OH, and Charles Shoo-

shan of Hartford were elected to
the ACYOA Central Council. Mr.
Shooshan was also elected as
Central Council Chairman.

The host parish of next year's
Assembly was also determined:
the Church of the Holy Martyrs of
Bayside, NY.

This was an especially poi-
gnant Assembly for two stalwart
Central Council members. Sarah
Andonian of Detroit, Mi, and Lisa
Manookian of Wynnewood, PA,
bid a fond farewell to the Central
Council after each reached the
end af her two-term limit. They
were applauded by the entire As-
sembly and the Primate for their
painstaking and unselfish work,
and for preparing the budget and
Central Council report for this
gathering.

- The general consensus at the
close of the sessions was
best expressed by the Rev. Fr.
Dajad Davidian, pastor of the St.
James Church of Watertown: “I'm
proud to see this body struggling
with substantive issues—not
trivial, “Mickey Mouse” matters.
The ACYOA Assembly has really
matured; whether your individual

proposals were accepted or re-
jected, you all dealt with solid
issues.”

“The discussion this year was
especially free,” he added, “and |
think we owe Srpazan a debt of
gratitude for giving these young
people full freedom to express
themselves—even to the extent
of disagreement with the prevail-
ing wisdom. Thattakes great cour-
age and confidence, as well as
love for the young people of this
Church.”

First-Class Hartford Weekend

To ensure that the 1991 fes-
tivities would be memorable, the
hosting ACYOA chapter of the St.
George Church of Hartford sched-
uled a variety of social events,
and engaged a roster of top-notch
artists to entertain their visitors
duringthe Assembly and the sub-
sequent Sports Weekend.

Each evening had some activ-
ity going on. The Assembly del-
egates were treated to a night-
time tour of Hartford, as well as a
ride on a beautiful old-fashioned
carousel. “Cafe Hagop” kicked-
off the Sports Weekend on the

eve of the competitions, and fea-
tured an ingenious hypnotist act
which had peopletalking for hours
afterward.

Aninformal “Fiesta Night”Ban-
quet and Dance on Saturday night
featured the Mal Barsamian En-
semble; and the annual ACYOA
Sports Weekend Banquet and
Ball on Sunday featured the
sounds of Richard Hagopian—
the winner of a 1988 National
Endowment for the Arts Award in
Folk Music—joined by his son,
Harold, and an all-starensemble.
The latter group also performed
at the Farewell Picnic on Monday
afternoon, which took place at
the Armenian Church of the Holy
Resurrection in New Britain, CT.

Everyone was impressed by
the beautiful accommodations at
the Marriott Hotel Farmington,
and by the scrupulous and ener-
getic organization by the St.
George Host committee, chaired
by Richard Mardirossian and
Christine Shooshan.

The pastor of the parish, the
Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, gave
all credit for the success of the
weekend to the host committee

The outgoing ACYOA Execuiive
Secretary Anthony Barsamian |
addresses the Assembly

members, and reminded the par-
ticipants that the Hartiord ’
ACYOA is itself a young chap- |w
ter—less than ten years olo. “¥is l
had some rough times omgaraz-
ing the group originally, oetgrac -
ally our membership grew.” ~e |
said. “I'm proud io sse now e
whole parish came tagemer fo
pull off a first class weskend " O
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PARI H NEWS

n June 2, 1991, over 165
O parishioners and guests
gatheredinthe church hall
to celebrate the 680th anniversary
of the consecration of the Arme-
nian Church of the Holy Ascen-
sion in Trumbull, Connecticut.
Following the invocation by the
Rev. Fr. Untzag Nalbandian,
Pastor, dinner was served.
- Edward Jevarjian, Chairman of
the Mortgage Burning Commit-
tee, recounted the history of the
church from its modest beginning
in 1931 in Bridgeport to the move
toits presentlocation in Trumbull.
Dr. Berdj Harabedian, former
Parish Council Chairman and
long-time Diocesan delegate
gave an eloquent reminiscence
in Armenian.
Next was the annual lighting
of the birthday cake. Nearly 80
families and individuals contrib-
uted $60 each asthey litacandle,
surpassing last year's response
when Der Untzag initiated the
practice by asking 59 donors to
pledge $59 each. A fundraising
project entitled the "500 Plus
Club”, introduced by Harry
Tarpinian, got off to an impres-
sive start with 30 parishioners
signing up immediately, each
pledging $500 toward the pay-

ment of the church’s mortgage.
The project’s goal is to raise
$100,000 from 200 donors to lig-
uidate the mortgage by May 1992,

The principal speaker, Mrs.
Louise Manoogian Simone, gave
an inspiring and informative talk
on her recent visits to Armenia, a
status report on progress in the
earthquake activities including the
medical exchange program.

Der Untzag thanked all who
participated in this event and ex-
pressed hope that the mortgage
would be burned by this time next
year. Then, he said, the parish
could expand its efforts more vig-
orously to the Armenian commu-
nity in southern Connecticut by,
among other things, establishing
an endowment fund and a schol-
arship and educational program.
He announcedthe new "Dr. Harry
and Connie Aghagigian Educa-
tional Fund” for active parishio-
ners who plan to pursue higher
education.

Margaret Azarian, the ener-
getic Parish Council Chairman,
made a surprise announcement.
Tony Jevarjian, a former parish-
ioner now living in Florida, was
donating $25,000tc the mortgage
fund in memory of his parents,
Arshalous and Garabed Jevar-

Loulse Manoogtan Simone, main speaker.

jlan, his brother Sam Jevar-

_jian,wife Helen, and all deceased

Jevarjians. He was invited to the
podium and with emotion and joy
told the audience that Holy
Ascension parish “has been

HOLY ASCENSION ARMENIAN CHURCH MARKS 60TH ANNIVERSARY

home for many...and is the place
where we began to learn about
God, Christ and being togetherto
become better Christians.” He
said he had been following the
parish's activities over the years

Tony Jevarjian, donated $25,000 to the mortgage fund.

and commended Der Untzag for
his leadership.

After Der Untzag thanked and
praised Mr. Jevarjian, the pro-
gram concluded with the singing
of the "Hayr Mer.” 1

The following letter was sent to His Holiness, Vasken I, by the Rev. Dr. Joan B. Campbell,
General Secretary of the National Council of the Churches of Christ, on August 20, 1991:

N.C.C. General Secretary

Joan B. Campbell wrote to His Holiness

Dear Colleague in Christ:

We have listened to the news reports about developments in the Soviet Union with
deep concern for you, for the people of your church, and for all the people of your vast
land. We have called the faithful believers in our own country to join us in prayer that
the Lord of History, who is both the God of Justice and the Prince of Peace, will continue
to bless you with grace and mercy.

For decades we have prayed and worked together that the enmity which separated
our nations might be replaced by a climate of trust and cooperation. Less than three

Patriarch Alexey of the Russian Orthodox
Church to express N.C.C.’s “joy at the
good news of the restoration of the
authority of the legitimately chosen
representatives of the peoples of the Soviet
Union” and commending the Patriarch
for his “courageous and pastoral role”
during the past week.

A 14-member team

sent sent under N.C.C. auspices to
Smolensk, USSR, to renovate a Russian

weeks ago, members of our churches joined with Christians from your country to
celebrate the end of the Cold War and to pray that our leaders might together initiate a
new era of global cooperation for justice.

From the cloud of witnesses and martyrs of the Church of Christ we have together
sought spiritual and theological discernment, and we have together renewed our
commitment to work with all persons of faith in the pursuit of a world in which the God-
given dignity of every person will be respected and that dreams for greater freedom and
democratic institutions will be realized.

Today we reaffirm our conviction that we are bound to one another in prayer and
service. As we said in our joint statement as our vigil of prayer concluded, “May God
grant us the grace and courage to remain together in this time of new promise and of new
challenges, remaining ever faithful to our common Christian calling to be agents of peace
and reconciliation.

Lord have mercy.

Orthodox cathedral, monastery and
pastoral school, returned to the United
States in late August, having completed its
work.

Representatives from the N.C.C.

in the U.SA., and from Orthodox, Baptist
and Lutheran churches in the US.SR. met
at the Danilov Monastery in Moscow for a
“church summit”. This group, now
established as the Coordinating Com-
mittee of Churches in the U.S.S.R. and the
U.S.A., will cooperate closely in the
coming months to plan activities in edu-
cation, social services, and health care
delivery.




