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The Central Council of the ACfOA met she times tturlng tM past 
twelve months. These mee-tings Included one session held sub
sequent to the completion of the 19th Annual Assembly In New 
York, four weekend sessIons he I d In the 01 ocesan House In 
New Yol"k City, and one session the day preceding the 1966 
Annual Assembly In Providence. 

At Its fl rst meeting he I d on September 6, 1965, the CentAI 
Counct I elected Its officers as follows: 

Chal nnan 
Vtca-Chalrman 
RecordIng Secretary 
CorrespondIng Secretary 
Treasurer 

Michael Simonian 
Art I n Art in I an 
.Judy Hacht klan 
Nancy Kapre I ian 
Leon Hojeg I an 

Subsequently, the new Chat rman made the following appointments: 

Anniversary Ball Ccordinator 
Retlg!dus Educatfon Coordinators 

ACYOA Day Coordinator 
Assemb I y Coord l nator 
Finance 01 rector$ 

J un tor Groups Dl rectors 

P•1bllcatlons Coordinator 
Publicity Director 
LGnten Offering Coordinator 

Bette Meserll an 
Deacon M. MouradIan & 
Bette Meserll an 
Artin Artlnlan 
Joa{' Handleman 
Michael Stmontan & 
Ashod (Raffl) Aprahamlan 
Nancy Kaprelfan & 
Judy Hech I k I an 
Nancy Kap reI I on 
Nancy Kap reI l on 
Charles Taf(esf an 

In addition to these appolniments, Central Council 
members •re assigned chapters for visitations and I Iatson. 
E~ry chapter was lnformsd as to which Council member 
was tot~ Its liaison with the head office. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

As of July I, 1962, 'Deacon Megerdltch Mouradian has been serving 
as full-time Executive Secretary of the ~YOA. The Diocesan 
Assembly at present allocates S2600 towards his annual stipend 
while the belanca Is assi.IR8d by the ~YOA. The Executive Secretary 
mal nta Ins the N::'fOA OffIce In New York CIty, makes oeces I on a I 
fIe I d trIps to chapters and serves as edl tor of The Annen ian 
Guard len. 
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GUIDANCE 

His Eminence Archbishop Slon Manoogian, Primate, presided ever' 
Central Council meetings and provided many valuable suggestions 
regarding problems of the ACYOA. Also, Dr. Arra Avakian, In 
his capacity as Diocesan Liaison, attended two of our' meetings 
and benefited us with his wise suggestions. 

THE Ar:fOA CH'\PTER IN THE PARISH FAMILY 

The Vlce-Chalnnan of the Parish Councils acted as liaison to the 
local ACYOA chapters, as requested by the Pr'lmate. Chapters 
should keep their liaisons Informed of all matters pertaining 
to the ACYOA activities In the parish. 

MEMBERSHIP 
. -

In 1965-66 the ACYOA had 33 actIve chaptei"S of whIch 13 had 
separate Senior end Junior groups, 7 had combined chapters, 
and 13 had Junior groups only. The following table illustrates 
the chapters and theIr charecterls·tl cs: 

~~e of Chaf?ter 

Boston 
Bridgeport 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Oetro!t 
East St., l.oul s 
Evans tun 
Fairlawn 
Hamilton 
Hortford 
Haverhill 
Lawrence 
Long Island 
Lowell 
Miami 
Montreal 
Newark 
New York Holy Cross 
New York St. Gregory 
Niagara Falls 
North Phi !adelphia 
Provt dence 
Racine 
Richmond 
st. Catharlnes 
Tenafly 
Toronto 
Troy 
Watertown 
West Allis 
West Philadelphia 
West Pu I I man 
Worcester 
New Brlteln 

Senior Groue_ 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

~~or Gro!J..e. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Combined 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
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The following membership trend should be noted as well: 

Fiscal Year 

1960-61 
1961·62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1954-65 
196!:i-66 

464 
467 
513 
454 
419 
326 

Nunber of Ju'1!9.!:!. 

218 
267 
419 
525 
425 
547 

Total --
682 
734 
932 
979 
844 
873 

Slnce ACYOA was founded as un organlzatfon of young adults, the 
trend towards decreased Senior membership must be viewed with 
apprehension. It can be reversed by only exerting a concerted 
effort on the local parish level. New Senior Chapters must be 
organized and old ones revitalized with new end Imaginative 
prograns. The Central Council will do Its share, but a program 
of revltal lzatlon cannot succeed without a sustained effort by 
the local chapters. 

1966 ASSEMBLY 

The Central Council th~ugh Its Assembly coordinator, Joan 
Handleman, maintained close I faison with the Providence chaph.w 
during the last year. This being the 20th Annual General Assembly, 
Invitations were sent out to all past Central Council members 
Inviting them to the Assembly as guests of honor at the Sunday 
banquet and dance. As part of the proceedings the Idea of a 
Youth Rally has been Incorporated Into this year's Assembly. 
Also a slight change has been Introduced Into the schedule by 
having Assembly Committees meet on Friday night rather than 
during Saturday. 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY _ _,;.;;..___,;,..;...;;.;.._..,._ 

The Central Councl I Chat rmen, Michael Simon ian, was again Invited 
by ·Nte Primate to participate as a non-voting delc1ge~te at the 
Oio~san Assembly held on April 29-30, 1966, at St. Thomas 
Arr~nlan Church In Tenafly, New Jersey. On Saturday evening, 
f,p i~ i I 30, ChaIrman M i chae I Simon I an addressed the Assemb I y B()nqust 
guests on bohalf of the ACYOA. The diocesan Assembly raised the 
ACVO.~ Exectr~fve Secretary's stipend subsIdy from $2600 to $2800. 
To better acquaint the Diocesan delegates with the work of the 
,"'.CYOA, a packeT was again dlstrtbu'ted to each delegate together 
\l/ith a cover letter from the Central Council Ch:H·rman. 

The Assembly considered a request by the Central Council for a 
subsidy to pay the stipend of a full Time field worker for the 
ACYOA. Although the delegates were generally sympathetic to 
the request, they felt that they needed more time to consider the 
matter. Consequently, the motion was tabled. A more detailed 
presentation will be made to the Diocesan Council. Because the 
need for a field worker ts a current one, the Central Council 
Is presenting a proposal to establish the position of ACYOA Field 
Worker and reccmnends that money fran the reserve fund be a I I ocated 
to pMOvlde Initial financing~ 



IT • NERSESS 1HEOLOG I CAL S()KX)L 

For the fourth consecutive year the Central Council granted 
scholar"Shlps to ACYOA members to participate In Religious Study 
courses sponsored by St. Nersess School. The scholarships con
sisted of one~half the tuition end one-half the traveling ex
penses. Recfplents of the scholarships ware the following: 

Grant Antarsnlan 

Louise Arem 
Charles Chavdarlan 
Joenn Hovnan 
Daniel Manoukian 
Byron Melkonian 
Susan Shamam I an 

North Philadelphia Chapter, Tuition 
Only 

Detroit Chapter 
Detroit Chapter 
Detroit Chapter 
Tenafly Chapter 
Detroit Chapter 
Tenafly Chapter 

The total sum of the scholarships granted amounted to $400. (Last 
year's total was $350.) 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS 

The recipients for this year's college scholarship grants were: 

Ha I g Ba I tadj 1 an 
Marcia Gazoorlan 
Manoog Ke I eg I an 
Paul Korlan 
Robert Nakashlan 

Montreal Chapter 
Worcester Chapter 
West Allis Chapter 
Watertown Chapter 
Long Island Chapter 

A total of $900 was granted. <Last year's total w~s $700.) The 
funds were derived fnom Reserve Fund Interest and 1966 Lenten 
offerings. 

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND -· 
The stm of $150 was granted towards the school expenses of 
seminarian, Arshag Daytan, who Is presently attending St. Vladimir's 
Orthodox Seminary In Yonkers, New York; request for the grant was 
made by S-t. Nersess Theological School. 

MISS ION '66 PROGRAM 

According to a decision made during last year's Assembly the 
ACYOA Central Council sponsored two Mlsslon progrC'liTis (fonn9rly 
known as YACK> this July. The Niagara Frontier <Niagara Falls 
and St. Catharlnes) and West Pullman were visited each for a 
period of ten deys. The mission gnoup consisted of a priest, 
a deacon and 3-4 ACYOA members. A typical day consisted of 
Morning Service, Bible Study, visitations, Evening Service, and 
finally discussion gnoups. The Central Council spent the sum 
of $812.65 for both pnojects. (Previous Assembly allocated 
$600.) Members who participated In the programs were Rev. Mampre 
Kouzoulan, Rev. Arsen Barssnlan, Rev. Oajad Davidian, Rev. Krlkor 
Hayrabedlan, Deacon Megerdltch Mouradian, Deacon Olckron Metjlen, 
Marcia Gazoorlan, Peter Bllazarlan, Brenda Toromanlan, Susan 
Yeghlsslan and Daniel Marouktan. 



P;;;ge 5 

The programs wero wsll r0cc,;w~d. The Niagara Falls perish 
donat~d $25 to~ards next year's progrem. 

Rf.GI~/~L CONFEREN~ES 

Conf~ronc.oos, no·rh for Juniors and Seniors, were held: 

May - New York-New Jersey - Juniors 
t-1ay - Ml d and South At I antic - Sen tors 
t-1ay - Ml dwest - Jun tors 
June - La.,, renee - SenIors 
March - Watertown - SenIors 
March - Worcester- Juniors 

It Is suggested that one regional conference should be scheduled 
In each region Immediately following the Annual Assembly. The 
post Assemb I y con fe renee w I II Incorporate I eade rsh I p i"echn I ques 
to n~wly elected executive committees and a general ACYOA memt>ar
shtr orientation. 

The Cer.tral Council provides a partial subsidy to visiting 
chapters to regional conferences. A maximum of $50 Is paid to 
each par~·Jctpatlng chapter. 

RETREATS 

Retreats dt•rlng the past year were he I d In the following areas: 

December, 1965 -Midwest - Juniors 
March, 1966- New York-New Jersey-Philadelphia- Juniors 
t~1arch, 1956 -New England - Junior-Senior 
t.1a'f, 1966 - New Eng I and - J un tors 

Centra I Counci I spent a tot a I of $488.29 for retreats ($200 vras 
ai ir;~:r~ed In budget), 

LENTEN OFFER1NG PROGRAM 

Lenten o1ferlng cannlsters were dls·~rlbuted to all Senior and 
Jun for groups. The funds collected from thIs program are to be 
deposited In the College Scholarship Fund. A total of $349,92 
was ~ollected as of August 31, 1966. (Total of $365,54 collected 
In previous yel:lr, > Sixteen Junior and Senior chapters have turned 
I r1 the 11· proceeds. 

ACYOA DAY 

Nineteen of our 33 chapters reported observing ACYOA Day. 1\s 
Instructed by the 19th Assembly, proceeds from this program were 
donated to a community project selected by the local chapter. Some 
donations were made as follows: 

Chapter 

Racine 

North Philadelphia 

Charitable 

Cathy Weborg Fund (kidney transplant) 

Chlld~n's Hospital Telethon 



ACYOA DAY - exm-lnued 

Chapter 

I 
/ 

Charitable 
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Prov I dei\Ce Widows and Orphans of VIet Nam 

Detroit Donati on of 14 books on the Annen IM 
Church to the Southfield Public Library 

Most chapters, however, forwarded proceeds to a parish project. 

ANN I VERSMY BALLS 

Annlversa"fBalls were held In the following regions: New York-New 
Jersey, New England, Philadelphia, Midwest, Detroit-cleveland, 
Richmond-Washington, East St. Louts and Montreal. Net profit from 
booklet was $1003.91. Of th!s figure $692 has been received and 
$311.79 Is yet to be collected. Approximately $500 was received 
In total as profit for all dances held. Central Council will send 
a national mat ling for next year's anniversary ball booklet. Also 
the idea of one general filer designed and printed for all Anniver
sary Ball mailings hes been adopted. VIce-Chairmen serve as 
Anniversary Ball Coordinators. 

JUNIOR ESSAY CONTEST 

The theme of the contest for thIs year was ''The Pecutl ar Ones". 
The program was not very well received as only two entries were 
received. However, no award was given this year. 

MONTHLY GUIDES 

A total of six monthly guides were sent to the chapters to supple
ment their ed•Jeational activities. Parish priests, deacons, 
chapter chat rmen and advisors received copies. Some chapters used 
the guides with favorable results. However, the Central Council 
Is not able to give an accurate evaluation of the guides since 
chapters fall In returning the evaluation sheei·s. 

Topics for Monthly Guides were as follows: 

I • Literary Anmenla 

II. Why VIet Nam 

Ill. Youth Considers Sex 

IV. Powers and Principalities 

v. Language of the Liturgy 

VI. Psalms and Planets 

THE APMEN I AN GUAROf AN 

The Annenlan Guardian, N::fOA's national publication Is published 
under the editorship of the Executive Secretary. He Is assisted 
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THE NI4EN I~ GUARD I AN • CA'Jntl nued 

by a staff of four members: Mary Selvlnazlan, Joseph Kal.,.rlen, 
Regina Eklzlen and Arshag Daylan. 

The p~sent circulation of the Guardian Is 1500; of this, 850 
a~ sent to ACYOA members and the rest to subscrl bers. $5, 138.77 
was spent for the Guardian. Guardian subscriptions emounted to 
$912.59; thus, the Guardian operated with a net loss of $4,126.18. · 

In addition, Central Council feels It essential to Initiate the 
following pnogrAm of expansion for The Anmenlan ~u~~~lan: 

I. ~ concerted subscription drive whose goal would be to double 
the present subscriptions to two thousand. 

It Is suggested that a Guardian campaign be conducted In con
junction with the Anniversary Bat I booklet and that at I who 
donate $10 or more In sponsorship ads would receive a fme 
subscription for one year, or the contributor would have the 
option to designate a gift subscription. 

2. Enlarging )~e Guardian staff to Include representatives from 
the various regions which have ACYOA chapters. 

3. Reorganization of staff to Include Junior Topics and Campus 
Activities Editors. 

4. Possibly enlarging size of magazine. 

NATIGNAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES YOUTH OEPAR~ENT 

Mrs. Aurora (Mel I klan) Jebejlan represented ·~he ACYOA at the 
General Committee meeting which was held In September, 1965, In 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Also, Deacon Nersass Jqbejian, Joann 
Hovnan, and Louise Aram participated In the lntern~tlonal 
Ecumenical y,.,uth Conference In July, 1966. Partlclpatlon at these 
meetIngs was s :JbS I d I zed by Centra I Counc I I • 

JO! NT STUDY \'II TH PRESBYTER I /\N YOUTH 

Initiated by the Central Council, joint progrems were held In 
Detroit and Racine with Presbyterian Church youth. A series 
of study sessions In respective churches were held with partici
pation at worship services too. The main objective of this 
program was to provide opportunity for young people of both 
churches to come together for study and worship. Plans are 
being made next year to have similar programs In Long Island 
and Philadelphia. 

RELATIONS WITH THE ARMENIAN CHUROi YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF CALIFORNIA 

A steady correspondence was maintained with our sister organization 
during last year. A joint Central Council meeting somewhere In 
the Midwest Is still In the planning stage. As In the past years, 
the Chainman of the ACYOC was Invited to attend our 20th Annual 
Assembly. 
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MANUALS 

The manuscript of the chapter manual has been completed and Is 
ready tor publication. A separate manual will also be prepared 
for Junior Groups. They will be distributed to chapters upon 
printing. The Central Council manual Is still under study. 

PUBLICATIONS ~D SLIDES 

During 1965-1966 a total of $984.67 was received from the sale 
of publications and slides. We have In our possession the menu
script of The Divine Liturgy Handbook by Very Rov. Mesnob v. 
Semerjian, whlch we will pnoceed to publlsh Immediately. Plans 
are also being made to publish a new set of slides covering 
points of Importance In the 1965 ACYOA PIlgrimage. Also a 
publication describing the background of the Anmenlan Church 
"splIt" wt II be produced. In addition, a new promotional 
brochure is being prepared by Central Council an~ will be 
distributed. 

I NVESTf·!.f::NTS: 

Our lnvestm~mt portfol to Is currently composed of the following 
securities. 

ORIGINJI.L ORIGINAL PRESENT 
SECURITY VALUE COST PRICE 

AT & T Bend 1-Bond @ 98 3/4 990 I @ 88 5/8 
AT & T 20 shares @ 73 7/8 1480 20 @ 53 1/2 
Eastman Koda!< 10 shares @132 3/4 1330 20 @128 
Gr,neral Motors 15 shares @ 87 1/2 1310 15 @ 80 I /2 
(?ood'tear Tl re 10 5hares ~ 43 1/8 430 iO r? 52 I /2 
IH agar;:;, Mohawk 25 shares e 45 7/8 1150 2::i @ 22 3/8 
Std 011 of Cal If 15 shares @ 52 780 15 @ 62 7470 ____ ---- ··- ... 

RECENT II.CQU l SIT IONS 
April 26, 1966 

Std Oil c.f Calif 
Goodyear Tire 

ANNUAL REPORT 

13 shares@ 75 1/2 981.50 !3@ 62 
10 sha1--es@ 48 1/8 481.25 10@ 51 1/2 

1462.75 

A well prepared Annual Report accomplishes the following: 

PRESENT 
APPRO X 
VALUE as 

of 8/5/66 

886e00 
1070.00 
2560.00 
1207.50 
525.00 
559.,25 
930o00 

17'37 ~ 75 

806.00 
525.00 

t'l31.oo 

1. It provides a brief sumnary of chapter <:lctivitles for Tho year. 

2. It describes member participation In other church acttvlt!as 
(choir, church school, etc.) 

3. It shows any Indication of chapter growth. 
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ANNUAl. REPORT - Continued 

4. It pnDvides the names of the new chapter executive committee 
end the delegates to the Assembly. It Is Impossible for the 
Central Co•mcll to prepare for the Annual Assembly without 
having all the chapter onnual reports. This y.9ar the Chapter 
Representative was made responsible for the annual reports of 
the respective chapters. Out of 26 Junior Groups, 17 reports 
were received. Out of 20 Senior Groups, 13 reports were 
received. 

EVALUATION OF PROGRP..MS 

A survey among members for the evaluation of existing national and 
local programs was undertaken by Central Council during 1965. Our 
findings show that the Lenten Offering Program was rated lowest 
(63%> and the Annual General Assembly was rated highest (94%>. 
It v;as found that generally those programs that are more famllier 
t~ me!'nbcts were rated higher than those that were not familiar. 

SUND.'\Y SCHOOL GRADUATES AND CAt'vlPUS MIN I STRY 

Efforts to lntroduce graduating Sunday School students to the 
ACYOA are continuing. In addition a campaign to approach potential 
members who are attending college will be Initiated. A directory 
of Anmenlan-.~erlcan col lege students will be compiled. 

NEW ACYOA EMBLEM 

According to the decision of last year's Assembly, a pro~osed 
emblem containing both the American Eagle and the Canadian Maple 
Leaf has been prepared by Central Council for approval and edoptlon. 

FIELD WORKER 

Plans ';lere made by the Central Council for the securance of a 
Field Worker for the ACYOA whose major responsibility will bA 
the strenthenlng of chapters on the local level. A proposal to 
this effect will be presented to the Assembly. 

LONG RANGE GCI I_S 

As suggosted by the DlocesBn Council Liaison, Or. Arra Avakian, 
the Central Council during the past year spent many hours in 
d1 scuss lng long range goals of the ACYOA. Topics Included: 

I. The organization of a possible young adults group under the 
auspices of the ACYOA. 

2. Annual Guardian subscription drive within each chapter. 

3. Expansion of the Guardian staff to Include regional corres
pondents. 

4. Preparation of slide series on Anmenlan Cathedrals throughout 
history to raise funds for the Cathedral. 
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LONG RANGE GOALS - Continued 

5. To hold an a:1nual convocation for Junior groups' etc. 

Proposals on 5ome of these Items will be Introduced to the Assembly. 

JUNIOR GROUP CITATION 

Following careful review of the Annual Reports submitted by Junior 
Groups, the Central Council selected the Worcester Junior GrQup 
as the recipient of the Junior Group Citation for Its accomplish
ments during the 1965-66 fiscal year. 

HONORABLE MENTION AWARD 

Following careful consideration of the Annual Reports, the Central 
Council selected the Philadelphia Chapter for an Honorable Mention. 

"A" AWARD 

Following extreme judicial review of the Annual Reports, the Central 
Council would llke to announce that due to Its accomplishments 
during fiscal year 1965-66, the Racine Chapter has been selected as 
last year's winner of the ACYOA "A" Award. 

The above-mentioned three awards wl II be announced for the first 
time at the Assembly Banquet. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ACYOA CENTRAL COUNCIL 

Michael Slmontanr 
Chairman 


