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January 11, 1983 

Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Dear Sir: 

St. John's Armenian Church will honor 
Rev. Fr. Haik Donikian on the occasion of 
the 25th Anniversary of his ordination to 
the sacred priesthood on January 30, 1983. 

I have enclosed his biography along 
with a photograph for publication in the 
Bema. 

Thank you for your assistance in this 
regard. 

Prayerfully, 

M . ~~JU.- A~~l~ ~\_ 
Father Paren Avedikian 

Pastor 



Rev. Fr. Haik Donikian, Assistant Pastor at St. John's Armenian 
Church of Greater Detroit, was honored on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood with an entire day of celebration on January 30. 
Fr. Haik performed the Divine Liturgy and delivered the sermon that morning, 
followed by a banquet and program in his honorvin the church cultural building. 

,attended by many of his family and friends, 

He was born in Bandrma, Turkey of Armenian parents who had him 
christened Garo. When his family immigrated to Kavala, Greece,young Garo, 
after completion of his elementary and high school education, attended the Armen­
ian Anatolia College in Salonika. He then continued his education at the 
Melkonian Educational Institute in Cyprus . Upon the death of his father, 
Rev. Fr. Jirayr Avak Kahana Donikian, he returned to Greece. Garo later 
settled in Vienna, Austria where he attended the Business College of Vienna. 
He married the former Maireni Taschdjian of Vienna, and their marriage was 
blessed with a daughter, Shooshan. In his early years, Garo served the Church 
as Tbir, and was Choirmaster and Deacon of the Church of Our Saviour in Vienna 
for 16 years. In 1954 he was ordained Deacon in Vienna and attended the 
University of Vienna for three years in pursuit of his theological degree. In 
1957 he arrived in New York and was later ordained to the priesthood, being 
named Fr. Haik and having as godfather the late benefactor Mr. Haik Kavookjian. 
Following, this, he served at the Holy Cross Armenian Church in uptown New 
York City, and at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church in Providence, R.I. 

In 1966 His~cliness Vazken I granted Fr. Haik the right to wear 
a Pectoral Cross, presented with a pontifical encyclical in appreciation for 
his faithful services to the Armenian Church. Simultaneously, His Eminence 
Archbishop Sion Manoogian granted Fr. Haik the honor of wearing a black floral 
priest•s cloak (Pilonion). In May of 1980, upon the appointment of the Primate, 
His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Fr. Haik Donikian assumed the position 
of Assistant Pastor at St. John•s . 
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REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN 
Pastor 
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REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN 

Rev. Fr. Haik Donikian was born in Bandrma, Turkey of Armenian 

parents who had him christened Garo. When his family immigrated 

to Kavala, Greece, young Garo, following completion of his 

elementary and high school education, attended the Armenian 

Antolia College in Salonica. He then continued his education at the 

Melkonian Educational Institute in Cyprus. Upon the death of his 

father, Rev. Fr. Jirayr Avak Kahana Donikian, he returned to Greece. 

Garo later settled in Vienna, Austria where he attended the 

Business College of Vienna. He married the former Maireni Taschdjian 

of Vienna, and their marriage was blessed with a daughter, Shooshan. 

In his early years, Garo served the Church as Tbir. He also 

served the Church of Our Saviour in Vienna, Austria as Choirmaster 

and Deacon for sixteen years. 

In 1954, Garo was ordained Deacon in Vienna by the late Primate 

of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, His Eminence, 

Archbishop Mempre Calfaian; following which, he attended the State 

University of Vienna for three years in pursuit of this the0logical 

degree. In July, 1957 he arrived in New York, and on September 8, 1957 

he was ordained to the sacred priesthood by His Eminence, Archbishop 

Mempre Calfaian at the Holy Cross Armenian Church, Union City, New 

Jersey, being named Fr. Haik and having as godfather, the late 

benefactor, Mr. Haik Kavoukjian. Following his ordination, Fr. Haik 

served as Assistant Pastor at the Holy Cross Armenian Church in 

uptown New York for one year. Fr. Haik Donikian was then appointed 

to St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Church in Providence, Rhode Island 

as Pastor, where he served from June, 1958 to April, 1980. 
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In 1966, upon the resolution of the Annual Parish Assembly of 

St. Sahag·& St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Providence, and the 

subsequent.request of the then Primate of the Diocese, His.Eminence, 

Archbishop Sio~ Manoogian, His Holiness, Vazken I, Supreme Patriarch 

and Catholicos of All Armenians, granted Fr. Haik the right .to 

wear a Pectoral Cross presented with a pontifical encyclical in 

appreciation for his faithful services to the Armenian Church. 

Simultaneously, His Eminence, Archbishop Sion Manoogian granted 

Fr. Haik the honor of wearing_ a black floral priest's cloak (Pilonion). 

Upon the appointment of the Primate, His Eminence, Archbishop 

Torkom Manoogian, Fr. Haik Donikian assumed the position of 

Assistant Pastor at St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 

on May 19, 1980. 

On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of his ordination to the 

sacred priesthood, St. John's Armenian Church will honor Fr. Haik 

Donikian with an entire day of celebration on Sunday, January 30, 1983. 

Fr. Haik will celebrate the Divine Liturgy and deliver the sermon 

on that morning. Immediately following Church Services at 1:30 P.M., 

a Banquet and Program will be tendered in his honor at the Church 

Cultural Building. For Banquet tickets and reservations, contact 

St. John's Church Office, 313-569-3405. 


