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Archbishop Sion Mahbbgian, Primate of the North American 
I 

Diocese of the Armenian Church, was born in 1906 in the ancient 

city of Van, Turkey. He was only a young lad of nine when he 

lost his entire family - his parebts, an elder brother, and 

two young sisters • dutting the depoi!t·a'tiert ~nd massacre of the 

Armenians in 1915. 

During the succeeding years of war, massacre, and pesti

lence of World War I, be joined the long refugee caravans from 

Van to the Caucasus, and back to Van, then to Persia and to 

Mesopotamia. Finally, in 1922, he was sent with a group of 850 

homeless children to the Armenian Monastery of St. James in 

Jerusalem, where be was admitted to the Jarankavoratz School 

and later to the Seminary maintained by the Armenian Patriarchate 

of Jerusalem. In the preceding years, he bad received a part of 

his secondary education in the Armenian schools in the Caucasus 

and Mesopota~la. At the Seminary and later in the Theological 

School, be had the good fortune of studying under such inspiring 

teachers as the scholar patriarchs, Elise Tourian and Papken 

Gulesserian, and the Rev. Fr. Bridgeman, an Episcopalian clergy

man who served in the Armenian Seminary of Jerusalem for many years. 

He was ordained a deacon in 1926, and upon his graduation 

fr~ the Theological Seminary in 1930 be was ordained a celibate 

priest; and according to custom in the Eastern churches, his 

Christian name, Sargis, was changed to Sion. 



2. 

Tbe Rev. rr. Sion sei-ved in vari._,a adm1n1atrat1v$ capa• 

o1t1ea in the MonaatePy ot St. James, especially as a teacher 

in the aohoola under the aponaorabip of the Patt·iar·chate. In 

1938, be waa invited to tbe United States as past~r ot the 

Armenian Church in Providence, R. I. He was m·~ained a Bishop 

in l94S b7 Catbolicoa Geoz-g VI, at Holy Etcbtlir..ez:~.ne In 1946, 

he vea named as Vicar General et the mid<"Wes·~e::•n states ot the 

Armenian churches and be ae~ed tor three years as chairman 

of tbe Council of the North American Diocese. 

Bishop Ston was named Apostolic Delegate to the South 

American Diocese of the A~enian Church, in 19$2, b7 Catholicos 

George VI. As in the United States, his service as spiritual 

head ot the Armenian religious oemmunity in tatin America 

proved moat truittul. Through his efforts were established 

nev eburchea, a spaeioua Diocesan Ottice, various schools, 

Sunday schools, auxiliary bod1ea, etc. He was made an 

Archbishop by Catholicoa Vasken I in 19$$. 

On November 16, 19$9, the Dioceean Aesemb!J ot the North 

.American Diocese ot the Armenian Ch,.tr~h s:tocted Arehbiehop Sion 

aa the Primate of the North ~~eriean Diooese of the Armd~ian 

Cburcb and h1a elec~1on was eonr1rmed promptly by Vasken I 

tbe Catholicos ot All A~enj.a:ns. 

Arobbisbop Sion ia a prolific writer. His works include: 

"The M7ater7 ot Vardanantz," an interpretation ot the 

Battle ot Avara1r wbich tbe Armenians tougbt in 4Sl in defense 

ot tbeir Obriatian x-eligion. 
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"The A~enian Patriarchate ot Jerusalem" containing a 

hiatorr and geb$~ai deacr1ption ot tbe Holy Place•, especially 

the aacred' ibt'inea in tbe custody ot tbe .Armenian Patriarchate 

ot Jerusalem. 

"Luminous Figures" which contains studies of the lives ot 

some of the moat revered Pathers ot the Armenian Church. 

"Tbe Armenian Church and Her Teachings" an outline tor 

the use ot English speaking young people. 

"Messages ot the Gospel" a collection ot sermons. 

"The Christian Doctrine" a textbook for Sunday schools 

and parochial schools. 

"A Month in Armenia" • impressions gained during tbe 

National Ecclesiastical Assembly at Holy Etcbmiadzin which 

elected Georg VI as tbe Catboliooa of All Armenians. 

"'rbe Meaning ot Prayer". 

Still in manuscript form are: 

"The History ot Moses Kborenatzi" the •rather' ot 

Armenian history. 

"Introduction to tbe Holy Bible" which is now used as 

a textbook in the Theological Seminary ot Holy Etcbmiadzin. 

Archbishop Sion is an American citizen. It is his 

strong conviction that rospon31ble citizenah1p is one ot 

the essential• of Christian virtue. "A good Christian and 

a bad citizen 11 unthinkable," be says, "tor the entire Christian 

precept is based on love and thoroughgoing lo7alty." 


