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CONSTITUTION OF THE 

ARMENIAN CHURCH JUNIOR LEAGUE 

• 
ARTICLE I 

Name 

The name of this association shall be 

The Armenian Church Junior League. 

ARTICLE II 

Sec. I. The objects of this association are: 

A. To learn, practice and propagate the 
moral and dogmatic teaching of Christ 
according to the doctrine of the Arme
nian Church. 

B. To encourag·e religious life and inspire a 
sense of true appreciation for the spiritual 
and cultural attributes of the Armenian 
Church. 

C. To promote the principles of Christianity 
and mutual helpfulness. 



D. To serve the Armenian Church and co
operate in the work of the local church 
trustees. To support the annual budget 
of the church by special contribution 

Sec. 2. The Policies of this association are: 

A. To observe the canons, creed, form or 
worship and discipline of the Armenian 
Church as conducted under the jurisdic
tion of the Supreme Spiritual Council and 
the catholicos of all the Armenians at 
Holy Etchmiadzin. 

B. To work in harmony with the constitu
tion and by-laws of the Armenian Church 
in America and the local church trustees. 

C. To function under the jurisdiction of the 
local Pastor and Church Trustees with 
the approval of the Prelacy of the Ar
menian Church in America. 

D. To promote Christian principles, love and 
co-operation among the members. 
To study the rites, sacraments and the his
tory of the Armenian Church. 

l(j 

ARTICLE III 

Sec. 1. All males and females who have attained 
the age of 16 y::ars, who have been baptized 
and accept the doctrines, canons and rites of 
the Armenian Church are qualified to mem
bership in this Association. 

Sec. 2. Candidates for membership shall apply 
in writing pay their dues in advance and sign 
the following pledge: 

"I hereby enroll as a member of the Ar
menian Church Junior League, and 
solonmly pledge to uphold the constitu
tion of the Armenian Church Junior 
League and to the best of my ability faith
fully carry out the objects, policies and 
decisions of said League." 

Sec. 3. The dues of this association shall be $2.00 
annually. The time or method of payment 
may be determined by the Chapter member
ship meeting. 

Sec. 4. The fiscal year shall be the calendar year. 

ARTICLE IV 

Chapters 

Sec. 1. Organization of Chapters. 
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'.l'c•n O J' more persons, qualified to become 
ll H' Ill iJ(•J's, muy organize a chapter of the Ar
tlll' ll htt l Church Junior League, with the ap
fJI 'Ovnl ol' the local Pastor and Church 
'l'rusLocs. 

~: ee. 2. Executive Committee. 

A. Each Chapter during December shall 
elect by majority vote and secret ballot 
a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Recording 
Secretary, Corresponding Secret a r y, 
Treasurer and four Advisors, all of whom 
together shall constitute the Executive 
Committee. Their term of office shall be 
one year commencing from the month 
of January. Vacancies in office, during 
the term, may be filled by the majority 
vote of the Executive Committee. 

B. The Executive Committee shall meet 
monthly and shall have power to treans
act the general business of the Chapter, 
subject to the approval of the member
ship meeting. 

C. It is part of duties of the Executive Com
mittee to increase the membership of the 
League; receive applications for member-

18 

ship and present them to the member
ship meeting, which accepts or rejects 
them. 

D. To plan for the ensuing y~ar a complete 
program for all social, religious, educa
tional and cultural activities of the 
Chapter and to conduct the execution of 
such program. 

Sec. 3. Elections. 

A. Election of members of the Executive Com
mittee, officers and advisors shall be by 
secret ballot personally cast. 

B. Only members who have paid their dues 
may be qualified to vote at elections or 
become candidates for elective office. 

C. Candidates for elective office must be 
members of the League for not less than 
one year. 

D. All elections shall be by majority vote. 

Sec. 4. Regular Monthly Meetings. 
Regular Membership meetings of chapters 
shall be held once in each month. 

Sec. 5. Special meetings. 
Special membership meetings muy l.m 

19 



called by the Chairman, by vote of the 
Executive Committee, or upon the written 
request of a Quorum. 

Sec. 6. Quorums. 

One third of the members of the Chapter 
shall constitute a quorum of a regular 
monthly meeting. At special meetings, 
however, a majority of the membership 
of the Chapter shall be required to con
stitute a quorum. 

Sec. 7. President. 

All meetings shall be presided over by the 
local Pastor or the Chairman of the 
local Church Trustees in the capacity of 
President. 

Sec. 8. Duties of the Officers. 

A. The Chairman shall preside at all the 
meetings of the Chapter and shall present 
at the Annual Meeting a report of the 
work of the Chapter during the preceding 
year. 

B. The Vice-Chairman shall perform the 
duties of the Chairman in his absence. 

20 

c. The Recormng Secretary shall; 

a. Receive and present all applications 
for membership. 

b. Keep an accurate account of the 
membership of the chapter with the 
age and address. 

c. Keep a careful and authentic record 
of all the minutes of the Junior 
League Chapter meetings. 

d. Call the meeting to order in the 
absence of the Chairman and the 
Vice-Chairman. 

e. Preserve all documents of the chap
ter except those specifically as
signed to others. 

f. Authenticate, by his signature, all 
records, documents, etc. 

g. Bring to each meeting a copy of the 
Constitution, By-Law, and a list of 
the members of all standing and 
regular committees. 

D. The Corresponding Secretary shall con
duct the correspondence of the Chapter. 
In the absence of the Recording Secretary, 
the Corresponding Secretary shall per
form his or her duties. 
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E. The Treasurer shall collect all money and 
shall be the custodian of the fund of the 
Chapter which shall be deposited in a 
bank designated by the Executive Com
mittee and kept in the name of Armenian 
Church Junior League Chapter. 

F. The Recording Secretary, Corresponding 
Secretary and Treasurers shall each make 
a written report of their work at the end 
of their term of office or at the end of 
the fiscal year. 

G. All officers upon retiring from office shall 
deliver to the Chairman all money, ac
counts, record books, papers, or all other 
property belonging to the association. 

Sec. 9. Order of Business of Chapter meetings. 
All Chapter meetings shall commence 
with the Lord's prayer. The membership 
meeting may prescribe the order of busi
ness of its meetings. 

ARTICLE V 

Annual Conference and Advisory Council 

Sec. 1. At least two members of the Executive 
Committee of each Junior League Chapter 
shall attend an Annual Conference of 
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delegates from all Chapters of the Arme
nian Church Junior League. A letter of 
the Chapter signed by the Chairman or 
Secretary shall be required as evidence 
that such delegate is a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Chapter and 
therefore qualified to attend such An
nual Conference. 

Sec. 2. All Sessions of the Annual Conference 
shall be presided over by the Primate of 
the Armenian Church in America, or a 
member of the Prelacy designated by that 
body or a clergyman of the Armenian 
Church designated by the Prelacy. 

Sec. 3. The Annual Conference shall elect an 
Advisory Council of six members. At the 
first Annual Conference two members of 
the Advisory Council shall be elected for 
one year, two members for two years and 
two members for three years. Thereafter 
upon the expiration of the term of such 
members, their successors shall be elected 
to hold office for three years. 

Sec. 4. The Advisory Council shall elect its own 
officers and prescribe its own rules of 
procedure. It shall define the duties and 
authority of its officers and committees. 
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It shall keep a permanent record of it~ 

proceedings of the Annual Confere·nce, a 
copy of which shall be filed with the 
Prelacy of the Armenian Church within 
one month after each Annual Conference. 

See. G. The Advisory Council with the prior 
knowledge of the Prelacy, shall prepare 
the agenda of the Annual Conference and 
issue invitations to the League Chapters. 
With the prior knowledge of the Prelacy, 
it shall designate the time and place of all 
Annual Conferences. 

Sec. 6. The Advisory Council shall determine 
the place, regularity and frequency of its 
council meetings. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the Advisory 
Council: 

A. To Convene Annual Conferences. 

B. To advise the local League Chapters and 
make recommendations for the better ful
fillment of the objects and policies of the 
Armenian Church Juniors League. 

C. To bring about cooperation and uniform 
activities among the Junior League. 

D. To create activities among the Chapters 
and interchange ideas. 
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E. To carry out the decisions of the Annual 
Conference and obey the orders of the 
Prelacy of the Armenian Church under 
the jurisdiction of which body said council 
shall function. 

F. To submit an annual report of the activ
ities of the Junior League and the Ad
visory Council to the Prelacy of the Ar
menian Church and with the approval of 
the Prelacy said report may be presented 
or read to the next convention by their 
representatives. 

Sec. 8. The Chairman and Secretary of the Ad
visory Council shall act as chairman and 
secretary respectively of the Annual Con
ference. 

Sec. 9. The decisions of the Annual Conference 
shall be in the manner of recommenda
tions and shall not be binding upon the 
League Chapters until such decisions are 
approved by the Prelacy. 

Sec. 10. The Annual Conference shall determine 
the budget of the Advisory council and 
provide for the same. 
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ARTICLE VI 

Amendment 

Sec. 1. This Constitution may be amended upon 
the recommendation of the Annual Con
ference, provided the proposed amend
ments have been submitted to and ap
proved by a majority of the Chapters, and 
provided further such amendment is ap
proved by the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Church. 

Sec. 2. This Constitution may be amended by 
the order of the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Church. 

ARTICLE VII 
Upon the dissolution of any Chapter the 

assets, records and all paraphernalia shall belong 
to and be turned over to the local Armenian 
Church Board of Trustees, and if such body does 
not exist, then to the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Church. 

~ 
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The fore-going Constitution of The Armenian 

Chnrch Junior League, approved by the Central 

Excecutivc Council of the Armenian Prelacy, is given 

to all parishes of our Diocese, to take effect from 
this date on. 

June 20, 1944 

New York 

ARCHBISHOP GAREGIN 

Primate of the Armenian 

Church in America 
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