
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, N.Y. 
630 Second Ave., New York, NY 10016-4885 

REGIONAL MEETING 

MID-WESTERN AREA PARISHES 

Saturday, November 2, 1985 - 11:00 a.m. 

HOLY RESURRECTION ARMENIAN CHURCH - HOST 

909 Michigan Ave., So. Milwaukee, WI 

1. Programs for the Youth: 
ACYOA, Jr. & Sr. 
Youth Ministry 
Summer Camps 
Armenian and Sunday Schools 
Curriculum Project 

AGENDA 

2. Diocesan Departments and their functions: 
a) BEMA and the PR office 
b) Finance: Fund raising/Stewardships 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and Legacies 
Annual Appeal/1986 Calendar 

c) ACEF 

3. Regionalization 

4. Special Issues: 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals 
Women's Guilds and Women's role in the Diocese 

5. Services available through the Diocese: 
Bookstore 
Religious Items Store 
Programming 

6. Regional Issues: 
a) Diocesan Programs for the Midwest 
b) Others 

7. Open discussion 



MINUTES OF THE REGIONAL :r.'.LETING OF TIIr::: MID\\'ESTERN AREA PARISHES 
Saturday, November 2, 1985 

Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Meeting was opened at 11:10 am with the Lord's Prayer and the 
singing of Soorp Asdvadz led by His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian. Leif Peterson, Chairman of the Parish Council of 
Holy Resurrection, welcomed the delegates and introduced guests: 
the Honorable Vincent Gurahian, Chairman of the Diocesan Council, 
who would chair the meeting with Arthur Mardigian (Detroit), a 
member of the Diocesan Council; Michael Kermian, EKecutive Director; 
and Frank Stoneson, Chairman of Finance for the Diocese. 

Judge Gurahian announced that 6b and 7 on the agenda would be treated 
as the same item. List of those present is appended to these minutes. 

The agenda follows. 

1. Programs for the Youth 

ACYOA Juniors: Father Garabed Kochakian, St. Mesrob, Regiona~ 
Coordinator and overseer of the Juniors, re~orted that all nine 
parishes in the Hidwest were quite active in promoting the 
goals of the ACYOA, both religiously and culturally. During 
Nancy Basmanjian's visit, Ralph and Debbie Asdadourian were 
appointed to work with him to oversee several events in the 
parishes. Sports Weekend is their most important activity. 
This year a scholarship will be awarded to a person to attend 
St. Nerses Seminary. 

ACYOA Seniors: Michael Kermian reported that next year will be 
the 40th Anniversary of the Seniors. However, they are not as 
strong as they once were. The Diocese is trying to encourage 
the youth to try to involve them. During the past Sports 
Weekend, there were 500 in attendance; at the Diocesan Assembly, 
60 were present. The Armenian Studies ?rogram is promoting an 
educational tour of Armenia. One request by the youth is that 
they want regional conferences. There are 22 chapters with 535 
dues-paying members and 2500 on the mailing list. Four suggestions 
for Seniors 'are: 

1. Great need for youth directors 
2. College-age campus programs - visitations should be 

made to campuses where there is an Armenian 
community 

3. Activities should be planned - new programs 
4. Religious education for young people - this is 

the most serious issue 

A project was instituted 1-1/2 years ago to find a candidate to 
help parishes form a committee in their own communities. This 
person would need training-and support by the parish to help 
undertake his training and who would then return to help the 
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parishes. This idea has not taken off because they have not 
been able to find the young people. Finances are another 
problem. His Eminence suggested that a possibility would te 
for several parishes to present one candidate. ~rained 
leaders are necessary for our youth, but financial support 
is also necessary. 

Youth Ministry: There is no financial help for t~is. program. 

Summer Camps: ~r. Kermian reported there are two in the Diocese: 
St. Vartan and Hye Kamp. His report on St. Vartan stated that 
it was a successful 4-week session. For the first session, there 
were 105 students: the second session was attended by 70 students, 
but these numbers could be doubled and tripled. He had the 
complete report with him if anyone was interested. He had not 
as yet received the year-end report from Hye Kamp. He suggested 
the need for a professional staff to formulate programs. At 
the next Diocesan meeting, they wanL to develop a summer project 
that will run more successfully. 

Armenian and Sunday Schools: Father Garabed reported the Suncay 
Schools in the Midwest were operating very well, with workshops 
attended by all but Belleville. 

St. John's, Greenfield, said they have 14-15 students with a 
teaching staff of 5. Their superintendent attended the !'lardigian 
Institute. They have added a language class, and are using the 
curriculum furnished by the Diocese. 

Holy Resurrection, South t·~ilwaukee, has no active Sunday School. 
In the interim, the students are singing in the Choir and serving 
at the altar. They expect to re-activate very shortly. There 
is no Armenian School. 

St. George, Waukegan, has no Armenian or Sunday School. 

St. James, Evanston, has no Armenian School, and Sunday School 
attendance is very inconsistent. There are anywhere from 6 to 
25 students with 7 teachers. 

St. Gregory, Chicago, has no Armenian School, but they do have 
a Sunday School. They are having difficulty finding teachers. 

St. Joachim and Anne, Palos Heights, has 25 registered Sunday 
School students and 5 teachers. No adult Armenian School, but 
they expect to re-activate in January. They already have 12 
to 15 students registered. 

Belleville had no report. ~ 
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St. John's, Detroit, uses the Diocesan curriculum in their 
Church School. They have 250 students with many 5-6-year 
olds. They have 10 students per teacher. Their pre-school 
has 40 children. They do not have an Armenian language 
program, but there is an adult program. They have initiated 
a Church Junior Choir which meets on Sundays prior to Sundat 
Sch9ol with 20 students participating. 

St. Mesrob, Racine, has 23 children in Armenian School, 19 
adults plus 5 in the advanced class. They are meeting on the 
~arne evening with classes beginning and ending at the same 
time. Ms. Sylva Der Stepanian held a 3-day workshop, with a 
ALLARK graduation. They sent one of their teachers to the 
mini-college at the Diocese who returned with many ideas. 

Their Sunday School has 57 students with a staff of 18 teachers. 
The Diocesan curriculum is being used and the program is going 
well. The teachers meet once a month .for discussion purposes. 
They intend to send teachers to the Mardigian Institute. This 
year, they celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Sunday School. 
They have the distinction of being tLe first Sunday School in 
the Diocese. Their founder, Mr. Toros Madaghjian, was honored 
at the anniversary celebration. His Holiness sent him a gontag. 

The suggestion was made by Charley Kademian that a tape be made 
in Armenian with the English word following, similar to the 
Berlitz program. A tape is available in California, but not 
at our Diocese. Judge Gurahian instructed Mr. Kermian to place 
this on the agenda for discussion at the next Diocesan Council 
meeting. 

Religious Education Curriculum Project: Mr. Kermian reported 
that some material is ready now, consisting of 15 books for the 
students and 15 books for the teachers. It is intended for the 
Diocese Sunday Schools and Day Schools, and covers a 32-week 
period. There are 8 units. This has been a major undertaking 
which has taken about 4 years. Some books are in print now and 
will be ready for 1986, but funds have to be raised. The budget 
is $300,000. The parishes have been requested to send $2000 
but so far only 2 parishes have responded {$4000). A suggestion 
was made previously that individual donors be found for individual 
grade books. A meeting was held September 12 at the Diocese. 
The parishes were broken down into various regions. A committee 
was formed to find donors depending upon the potential of the 
community. This was sent to the clergy and they are asked to 
compose a committee. Another suggestion was for the clergy 
collectively to support the finances of one book. At the present 
time, there are no other monies available for the project. 
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2. Diocesan Departments and Their Functions 

a. BE~~ and the PR Office 

BEY~ has national coverage and AVEDIS and ARSHALOOYS are 
religious publications. Readers are enjoying the BEMA which 
keeps them in touch with the Diocese and other parishes. The 
most important function of the BEl·lA is to be a religious and 
literary publication for its readers. The circulation is 
between 25,000 and 30,000. It is sent free to anyone who 
wants it. In the future, BE~ffi will carry a message from the 
Primate and there will be a section for the parishes. Two 
pages of the publication will be i~ Armenian with a total 
of between 8 to 12 pages with 8 as the norm. In addition, 
Armenians in the news will be highlighted as well as our 
clergy. There will also be book reviews. Mr. Kermian said 
if anyone was receiving more than one copy, to let the 
Diocese know. 

A suggestion was made to eliminate the personal news such as 
weddings, etc. Father Tateos (Greenfield) suggested a 
quarterly publication in booklet form for future and convenient 
use. 

b. Finances/Fund Raising 

A department was organized in 1984. During the past two 
years, they have established a long-term financing program 
for the Archbishop Fund. They woulG like to raise $5,000,000 
with the principal invested in the Endowment Fund. The 
basic structure is to develop organizations in the various 
regions: tJew York, !''!ew Jersey, tlew Eng land and the M-idwest. 
Regional chairman is Edward r-~ardigian. The Diocesan Council 
will meet with him on how to break down the $5,000,000. The 
hope is that 1000 people will donate $1000 for 5 years. 

1985 Calendars are ready for mailing. The artwork was done by 
the children of our Diocese. This year, there will be no 
Christmas Seals. In previous years, 26.,000 calendars have 
been mailed out with an income of about $50,000 to $60,000. 
Printing costs are about 50% of that. 

A suggestion was made by Charley Kademian that professional 
advice be sought in composing an effective cover letter that 
accompanies the calendars with the intent that it might prove 
more effective in raising funds. 
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Stewardship. 

Holy Trinity Church was to develop a program at the Assembly, 
but it was put on hold. 

Wills. Legacies. 

There is no formal program. The Diocese has offered its services 
to those who do not have anyone and don't know how to go about 
making wills. A committee should be formed in each community 
to help these people. 

Deeds. 

Copies of deeds of the churches should be sent to the Diocese. 
Some parishes have complied, but some have not. Mr. Stoneson 
said several reminders have been sent, but still some parishes 
have not responded. He reminded the parishes to also send the 
Diocese a copy of the insurance policy and to make sure the 
name of the Diocese is on the policy also. Also important is 
to have adequate coverage. 

Hise-Rise Project. 

This is on hold until 1986. Certain members of the Board of 
Trustees are opposed to the project, and have offered to find 
an alternate plan for source of income. There will be a vote 
taken before the next Assembly, or there will be satisfactory 
indication that there will be a reliable source of income which 
will be sufficient to meet the needs of the Diocese. If there is 
not a majorily at a joint meeting, then 2/3 present can pass it. 

ACEF. 

Copies of the report were submitted by Arthur Mardigian. The 
Endowment Fund will reduce the parish assessment. 

Severa~ months ago, a commemorative medal was sent to all parishes. 
They are $1000 each. The money does not have to be sent now, 
but $200 of the total will be returned to that particular parish. 

The meeting recessed at 1:10 pm for lunch. 

The meeting reconvened at 2:20 pm. 

3. Regionalization 

The Northeast region seems to be working out well. Mesrob Marsoobian 
gave a report on the Midwest Regional Council. Meetings are held 
about 4 times a year. Hye Kamp is sponsored by the MRC, but more 
clergy are needed to assist. The meetings are not that well
attended because of the difficulties of finding a date that is 
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suitable to all. He suggested that a calendar be made far in 
advance to resolve that problem. 

4. Special Issues 

Unity. 

Very little to report. There have been no future meetings 
scheduled between the two sides. 

Uniformity of Services, Sacraments, Rituals. 

The Primate has appointed Father Arnak Kasparian, Father Karakin 
Kasparian, Father Carnig ilallegian and Vicar General Khajag 
Barsamian to deal with these problems. Thery are to look at the 
different issues for improvement. They have had several meetings 
with concentration on baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

The question was:, raised if our Church believed in cremation. The 
Primate answered that our families should be taught that if any
one ·desires to cremate their loved ones, they should first 
contact the priest, carry out all the sacraments, including the 
night service, the body should be taken to Church, the service 
should be held at the cemetery, and then cremation can be per
formed. Memorial service can be requested. There has been no 
formal statement on cremation by the Church. 

Women's Guild and Women's Role in the Diocese. 

There is a great source of talent available to us. There are 
many roles in the riocese for women. 

5. Services Available through the Diocese. 

Bookstore. 

The Diocesan Center is the hub of community activities. Much 
is available, and the parishes should ask for help, if they 
are.in need of the artists, musicians, actors, lecturers. 

Religious Item Store. 

This has been established recently. A list of books and other 
i terns will be included in the next issue of the BE.t-1A. 
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6. Regional Issues 

The question was raised why programs prepared for the Diocese 
cannot be videotaped and sent to the parishes for their use. 
Judge Gurahian asked that that be placed on the agenda for 
the December meeting of the Diocesan Council. 

Open Discussion. 

The Primate said at the present time there is no priest available 
for Holy Resurrection, but that sometimes situations change on 
the part of a priest and a parish. Even though a priest becomes 
available, he must be accepted by the Parish Council. The 
question was asked why priests are not rotated. The Primate 
answered that he does not have the authority to do so. He 
explained: 

1. If the parish has a candidate, the parish should 
vote to present him as a candidate 

2. If the Primate has more than 2 candidates, he pre
sents the slate and the parish votes for one of 
them 

3. When there is no candidate, the Primate, together 
with the Parish Council, assigns a priest to a 
parish, if a priest is available. 

The Parish Council has the perogative to accept or reject the 
offer. Just as one cannot force a priest to take a position, 
one cannot force a priest to remain in a parish if he chooses 
to leave. If there is a vacancy, the Primate can designate a 
priest pending on his election by the Parish Assembly. 

The question was asked how increments were to be paid. It was 
explained that a fund was to be established, and that the 
increments were to be paid for by that fund. The fund needed 
$20,000. The only way to get the monies was through parish 
assessments, so the fund was not created. 

A special note was made that all parishes should encourage the 
young people to go into the Seminary. 

The Primate said the most important mission of the Armenian Church 
is to save our heritage. We need more education and mor~ priests. 
This issue is being addressed at every Diocesan Council meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Grace Hadjinian 
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PRCSENT 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

Vincent Gurahian, Chairman, Diocesan Council, New York 

Michael Kermian, Executive Director, Diocese, New York 

Frank Avakian Stoneson, Chairman of Finance, Diocese, New York 

ArthurS. Mardigian, St. John, Detroit 

Edward B. Ko.koian, St( John, Detroit 

Rev. Vahram R. ~- Gregory, Chicago 

Very Rev. Varoujan Dz.v. Kabaradjian, St. James, Lvanston 

Mariam Tatosian, St. James, Evanston 

Lisa Coloian, St. James, Evanston 

Alice Gregorian, St. James, Evanston 

Minas Keutelian, St. James, Evanston 

Rev. Krikor Hairabedian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Andrew Sahagian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Daniel Hairabedian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Mesrob Marsoobian, St. George, Waukegan 

Rev. Garabed Kochakian, St. Mesrob, Racine 

Sarkis Cherkinian, St. Mesrob, Racine 

Mikael Garoukian, St. Mesrob, Racine 

Rev. Tateos Abdalian, St. John, Greenfield 

Mike Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 

Lynn Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 

Michael Kaishian, St.· John, Greenfield 

Ramelann Kalagian, St. John, Greenfield 

Arthur Kashian, St. John, Greenfield 

Charles Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 
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Present 

Charley Kademian, Holy Resurrection, South t-~ilwaukee 

Grace Hadjinian, Holy I'.esurrection, South Milwaukee 

Sam Hadjinian, Holy Resurrection, South Hilwaukee 

Leif Peterson, Holy Resurrection, South l-~ilwaukee 

Elliot Kashian, Holy Resurrection, South Milwaukee 

Rose r:saian, Holy Resurrection, South Nilwaukee 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016-4885 

REGIONAL MEETING 

PENNSYLVANIA PARISHES 

Monday, December 9, 1985 - 6:30 p.m. 
( 

HOLY TRINITY ARMEN~N CHURCH - HOST 

101 Ashmead Rd., Cheltenham, PA 

1. fT6gFams for the Youth: 
ACYOA, Jr. & Sr. 
Youth Ministry . 
Summer Camps . 
Armenian and Sunday Schools 
Curriculum Project 

AGENDA 

2. Diocesan Departments and their functions: 
a) BEMA and the PR office 
b) Finance: Fund-raising/Stewardships 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and Legacies 
c) ACEF 

3. Special Issues: 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals 
Women•s role in the Church 

4. Services available through the Diocese: 

5. Regional Issues 

6. Open discussion 
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MINUTES 
REGIONAL MEETING 

NEW ENGLAND AREA CHURCHES 

The · r-egi.:mal mee-ting of New England area churches was held in 
Holy Tr-inity Church, Cambridge, Massachusetts on Saturday, 
December 14, 1985. Archbishop Tokom Manoogian offered the 
opening prayer. The meeting was called to order by Judge Vincent 
Gurahian, Chairman of the Diocesan Council. 

Present were delegates from: Holy Trinity-Cambridge; Sts. 
Vartanantz Chelmsfo~d; Holy Cross - Lawrence; St. Gregory -
Haverhill; St. James Watertown; St. Mark - Springfield; Our 
Saviour Worcester; St.George - Hartford; Holy Resurrection -
New Britain; and Sts. Sahag & Mesrob - Providence. 

I. PROGRAMS FOR THE YOUTH: 
Vicar Khajag ·Barsamian reported that the ACYOA will be 
celebrating its 40th Anniversary this year. Plans include: 
visit to Armenia, basketball tournament to be held in April of 
1986 in Bayside, New York; leadership seminar to be held in May. 
College campus programs to be established in areas of high 
enrollments of Armenian students. Need to encourage youth to 
plan careers in the priesthood. 

Crosby Goshgarian questioned a joint dance held with St. Thomas 
ACYOA and the separated brethren and asked that the Diocesan 
Council meet with the Parish Council of St. Thomas church 
regarding this matter. 

ygyth ~!Di§t~~ Michael Kermian reported that the Diocese 
proposes a two year program to provided education for individuals 
to become Youth Directors whose purpose will be to bring the 
youth back to the church. The $10,000 expenditure could be 
shared by two parishes, indviduals must agree to work for 2-4 
years for that parish and ~evote all energies to the program. 
Thus far only one parish has accepted this proposal. Fr. Mampre 
reported that we look into ACYOA and Youth Ministry programs this 
problem must be dealt with as this is a problem affecting the 
entire Christian church community and is not unique to the 
Armenian churches. 

James Kaloostian of Holy Trinity spoke of changes in our society, 
we are not the society of 20 years ago, we must adjust to today's 
society. We must work together, this is a collective problem we 
look to the Diocese for direction. Fr. Samoorian stated that the 
Diocese has failed to deal with this vital issue. Fr. Yeretzian 
stated that the youth movement should be taken seriously by loc~l 
parishes priests and parents working together to promote 
relations with the church. 

Youth Directors are 
look up to, priests 
directors aid priest 
issues. 

needed in 
are not 
will ·be 

each parish--individual will be 
trained as Youth Directors, with 
able to address other important 
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Fr. Yeprem Kelegian stated that finding an individual to fill 
this position is not a simple matter, the position must be a 
guaranteed one to this individual and it must be a secure 
position to attract qualified individuals. Mr. Dan Dorian 
suggested that we start with the Sunday School children ages 3-4 
to keep them interested in their church and their community. 

Fr. Mampre Kouzouian spoke of the college aged students in the 
Boston area who have been meeting during the month for dinner, 
m~etings, or social functions. Fr. Mampre spoke of the church's 
role in assuming a leadership role in this age group--other 
political groups are disguising themselves to attract our young 
people, they have monies available to offer trips, pay for hotel 
accommodations, meals and transportation. 

8~YQB Nancy Bashmajian reported that 28-30 chapters are active 
in the Eastern Diocese. 1,000 names on the mailing list. 
Quarterly publications mailed out. Directory published every two 
years, parish visitations made to each chapter and prospective 
chapters. 

§ymm~c ~~IDQ§ - Michael Kermian .reported that St. Vartan's summer 
camp has an excellent program. Fr. Pare and Nancy Bashmajian are 
doing an excellent job. 105 campers attended 2 week s~ssions at 
a cost of $195 per person. Campers age group 8-14. Other areas 
should be developed to attract Armenian campers, endowment funds 
should be established to send youths to St. Nerses and summer 
camps. Other sites for camps should be developed to attract 
youths from all areas and enable them to attend and enjoy the 
experience of being with Armenian youths and learning about their 
heritage. 

8CID~Di~D §~bggl ~U~ §yQ~~~ §~bggl Vicar Barsamian explained 
that our Diocese schools are very well organized. Armenian 
schools we have 40 schools for children and adults they have 
tests, guidelines, work books and games. Very professional 
curriculums have been developed. One Day Crash Course - 500 
young people part i ci pa'ted in October 12, 1985 progr-am at these 
sessions language and history are taught. 

Q§Q§Ctmgnt gf Bg!igiQY§ ~~Y~~tign publications incl~de: 
"Avedis" a magazine for adults and middle level students. Newly 
published "40 Days of Lent" contains recipes and church customs. 

-~YCCi~YlYm E~Qj§~t 15 volumes have been prepared during the 
last five years and are ready for publication. Mr. Stoneson 
reported that Books and Manuals cost $15,000 to publish at each 
grade level. The Diocese is seeking sponsors to underwrite the 
costs of publication. Fustration exists within our church Sunday 
Schools due to the lack of curriculum, the publications of these 

.· l 
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texts will eliminate these fustrations. Each parish must have a 
committment to the Diocese, each parish should be the benefactor 
of at least one grade levels publication. 

II. DIOCESAN DEPARTMENT AND THEIR FUNCTIONS: 
Michael Kermian explained that the BEMA was the news of the 

Diocese, a forum of opinions. Mailings sent to 26,000 at a cost 
1 of $10,000 a year to publish. Position available for full time 

Public Relations officer at the Diocese, seeking individual who 
has experience in the area. Efforts to date have been 
unsuccessful in trying to fill this position. 

6~~E 6Cffi§OisO ~Q~[~Q ~QQQ~ffi§Oi E~QQ Victor Arzmoomanian 
reported that in the six years he has been in charge of the fund 
it has increased from 1.5 million dollars to 3 million dollars, 
with 60% of the income going towards programs of the Diocese. 

EiOsD£§ sDQ EYD~ Bsi§ing Mr. Stoneson reported that of 26,000 
mailings sent out for the-Annual Appeal of the Diocese only 679 
responded to the 1985 Fund Drive. The Rug Sale brought in 
$180,000. The Archbishop's Fund has a goal of 5 million dollars 
to be raised over a 5 year period with the principle investment 
in the Diocese. Question raised by Crosby Goshgarian, "Is there 
a duplication of efforts between the ACEF and the Diocese 
Appeal"? According to Mr. Stoneson ther·e is no overlapping in 
this area. 

§tg~~C~§Qi~ Ecggc~m eventually this will be the program for all 
churches. Seminar program is available for any parish interested 
in establishing a Stewardship Program in their parish. 
Archbishop Manoogian stated that under this program each 
individual member of the family contributes to the program. 

Q~§Q§ 
to date 
ruling. 

all church deeds should be in the name of the Diocese 
only five New England parishes have complied with this 

~igb Rise Ecglg£t information has been updated at this time, 
but the Board of Trustees has some misgivings, they have until 
April to come up with an alternative plan to bring in at le~st 
$500,000 per year or the hi.gh rise pr-oject will be set to "go". 
The feeling according to Judge Gurahian is that the plan will be 
approved. Plans for air rights to put a 40 story building over 
the church, administrative building and plaza and it should 
provide an annual income of $1.5 million per year. 

~ill§ ~D~ L~9~£!g§ there is a need to educate our parishioners 
to include the church in their wills. Spea~~rs should be made 
available to address senior groups. A~ this time we have no 
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formal pr~gram set up, 
this issue. 

III. REGIONALIZATION: 

but something should be done to address 

Mr. Zarvin Kasparian reported that the present status is rapidly 
moving ahead. Only two (2) parishes (Chemlsford and Haverhill) 
have not submitted members to the regionalization committee. 
Brochures detailing _progress to date distributed. Mr. Kasparian 
requested that the regional office be listed on each parish 
mailing list. Purpose of regionalization is to meet the needs of 
our parishes, and to enable parishes to work as a unit for a 
dynamic church and to more effectively guide and service the 
Armenian community. 

IV. SPECIAL ISSUES: 

· YQii~ Committee has been dormat for the past 1 1/2 years. Fr. 
Mampre spoke of his concerns in the community -- some communities 
have taken things into their own hands. Example: St. Thomas 
Church Dance. Fr. Mampre feels we should stop unity movement and 
re-instate all previous policies. Fr. Baret Yeretzian 
questioned Martyr's celebration program especially in Providence 

• because of the situation which exits there with the three 
churches participating -- no reply given by the Primate. 

YQifgcmii~ gf §§CYi£§§~ §~£C~ID§Qi ~QQ cit~2l§ a conclusive 
report to be submitted to the Primate regarding these issues. 

~Qill§Q:a §~ilg§ CQl§ iQ ib§ ~b~C£b - elected an ad hoc committee 
which is working on a set of By-Laws. Women's Central Council 
slate to be presented at the Annual Assembly in May of 1986. 

BQl§ Qf ~QID§D in ib§ ~bYC£b role of women expanding in the 
church serve as parish council members and delegates. Women 
ordained to the deaconate? Judge Gurahian feels that the Primate 
will be called upon to make a decision regarding this issue at 
the Annual Assembly in May of 1986. 

V. SERVICES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE DIOCESE: 
Mr. Kermian reported that the Diocese Bookstore offers many 

gift items, books, and religious items. Programs offered by the 
Diocese include: cultural, educational and religious activities. 
Again, noted that Public Relations position is vacant, this is an 
important position which needs to be filled. 

VI. REGIONAL ISSUES: 
Suggestion by Michael Yapachian that a joint service be held at 
the Cathedral of the Pines during July hosted with a lun~heon by 
the Fitchburg community. After much discussion it was decided 

.. 
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that this 
Vi car B<:lret 

function would be planned by Watertown and regional 
Yeretzian handling arrangements. 

Columbia collection for the victims of the volcano. Notification 
has been mailed to each parish by the Diocese to have a special 
collection for the victims. 

Haverhill delegates asked when they would have a priest? 

Meeting 
closing 
ltJomen' s 
meeting. 

adjourned at 3:55 p.m. Archbishop Manoogian in his 
prayer gave thanks to the Parish Council, delegates and 
Guild of Holy Trinity church for hosting the regional 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nathalie G. Yaghoobian 
Secretary 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council Members 
and Diocesan Delegates 

SUBJECT: TRI-STATE AREA CHURCHES - REGIONAL MEETING 

FROM: Michael M. Kermian 

DATE: November 27, 1985 

Attached is the Agenda for the regional meeting next Thursday, December 5. 

Please circulate, and if there are any new items you wish to add on the 
agenda please bring them with you to the meeting. 

Best regard, 

P.S. Please distribute the enclosed to Parish Council Members and 
Delegates 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, N.Y. 
630 Second Ave., New York, NY 10016-4885 

REGIONAL MEETING 

TRI-STATE AREA CHURCHES 

Thursday, December 5, 1985 - 7:30 m.m. 

Diocesan Complex 

630 2nd Ave., New York, NY 10016 

1. Programs for the Youth: 
. ACYOA, Jr. & Sr. 

Youth Ministry 
Summer Camps 
Armenian and Sunday Schools 
Curriculum Project 

AGENDA 

2. Diocesan Departments and their functions: 
a) BEMA and the PR office 
b) Finance: Fund raising/Stewardships 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and Legacies 
Annual Appeal/1986 Calendar 

c) ACEF 

3. Regionalization 

4. Special Issues: 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals 
Women's Guilds and Women's role in the Diocese 

5. Services available through the Diocese: 
Bookstore 
Religious Items Store 
Programming 

6. Regional Issues 

7. Open discussion 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-Q710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

December 2, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council Members 
and Diocesan Delegates 

SUBJECT: RE6101AL IEET116 - FLORIDA. TEXAS I SOUTHEU AREA CHURCHES 

St. John Armenian Church 
Armenian Church of South Florida 
St. Hagop Armenian Church 
St. Garabed Armenian Church 
St. Kevork 
Armenian Church of San Antonio 
Armenian Church of Dallas 
Armenian Church Council of Memphis 
Armenian Church Council of Atlanta 
Armenian Cultural Assoc. of New Mexico 

flliami, Fl 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Orlando, FL 
Houston, TX 
San Antonio, TX 
Dallas. TX 
Memphis, TN 
Atlanta, GA 
Albuquerque, NM 

A regional meeting for the South and South Western area churches will be 
held on Saturday, January 25, 1986 at 10:30 a.m. in the St. John the Baptist 
Armenian Church, 120 North East 16th St., Miami, FL. 

We urge you to attend this conference and participate in the discussions 
involving the revitalization of your community and the church. 

The purpose of these regional meetings should be to provide a fort.n to 
exchange opinions and suggestions toward improving our community life as 
Armenians and Christians, reflect on our past experience with a view to 
building a better future for us and for our youth. 

If you wish to add any particular topic on the agenda, let us know as soon 
as possible. 

us. 

Encl. 

Plan to be with us, and please complete and return the enclosed form to 

Prayerfully, 
~ JM r aJ.. /~ ,,(.;~4tt 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

TO: Michael M. Kermian 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America, N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016-4885 

FROM: Name: 

Position: 

Address: 

Parish: 

D Please note that I will attend the January 25, 1986 South and South 
Western meeting at: 

St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th St. 

Miami, FL 33132 
(Tel.) (305) 371-4484 

Cl Regrets. I will not be able to attend. 

Date: Signature: 



DIOCESE OF ltE AAIUIM OIUROI • N.Y. 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

SlU 1H ERN AREA PAR I 9t ES 

ST. JOHN n-tE BAPTIST ARMENIAN CHURCH - HOST 

Saturday, March 2, 1985 - 10:00 a.m. 

1. REPORTS: 

Regional ization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundraising 
un;ty 
un;formity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th MIUVERSARY atlltOORATIVE PID&RM 

3. PUBLIC RELAnONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

S. I .. LEMENnNG ltE WUlH MINISTRY PIOGRAM 

6. WOMEN'S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

January 11, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen. Parish Council 
Members, Diocesan Delegates and Church Organizations 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL MEETING 

St. Mary Elberon St. Gregory New York City 
St. Leon Fair Lawn Holy Cross New York City 
St. Mary Livingston Armenian Church N. Westchester 
St. Thontas Tenafly St. James Westchester 
Holy Cross Union City Western Queens Woodside 
St. Vartan New York Holy Ascension Trumbull 
Holy Martyrs Bayside 

The Regional meeting of the New York and New Jersey area churches will 
be held on Thursday, March 7, 1985 at 7:00p.m. at St. Thomas Armenian 
Church Tenafly, NJ. 

It is important that everyone attends this conference and takes advantage 
of the opportunity to address ourselves to some of the most pressing issues 
of our church and region. 

We have on our agenda certain topics, such as Youth and the role of the 
Clergy, Spiritual Renewal, Observance of the 70th Anniversary of the Genocide, 
Unity, Stewardship, St. Nersess Seminary, etc. and would appreciate having your 
suggestions for discussion items. Kindly send them to us as soon as possible 
so that they can be included on the agenda. 

We trust the regional conference will provide a forum for all of us to 
address ourselves to the real problems and establish a clear objective for the 
future of our parishes. 

Please plan to be with us, and in the meantime we would appreciate if you 
could complete and return the enclosed form. 

Pr~Uy, W. _ r 

QJ,. I~'~~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

DATE ...••...•.•.••..••.•. 

Dio~ese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

I WILL ATTEND THE NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY AREA 
Regional Meeting on Thursday, March 1 
at 7:00 pm at St. Thomas Armenian Church 
of Tenafly, NJ · 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 7. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

Parish Council Member 

Delegate 

Other 

NAtJIE : ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• • • • 

PARISH: 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

January 14, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council 
Members, Delegates, Church Organizations 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL MEETINGS: MID-WESTERN AREA CHURCHES 

St. John Detroit St. James Evanston 
St. Gregory Cleveland St. George Waukegan 
St. Gregory Chicago St. John Greenfield 
Sts. Joachim Palos Heights St. Mesrob Racine 
Holy Shoghagat Belleville Holy Resurrection S. Milwaukee 

The Regional Meeting of the Mid-Western area churches will be held 
on Saturday, March 9, at the St. James Armenian Church, 817 Clark Street, 
Evanston, Illinois 60201, at 10:30 a.m. 

It is important that everyone attends this conference and takes 
advantage of the opportunity to address ourselves to some of the most 
pressing issues of our church and region. 

We have on our agenda certain topics, such as Youth and the Role 
of the Clergy, Spiritual Renewal, Observance of the 70th Anniversary of 
the Genocide, Unity, Stewardship, St. Nersess Seminary, etc. and would 

·appreciate having your suggestions for discussion items. Kindly send, 
them to us as soon as possible so that they can be included ·on the 
agenda. 

We trust the regional conference will provide a forum for all of 
us to address ourselves to the real problems and establish a clear 
objective for the future of our parishes. 

Please plan to be with us, and in the meantime we would appreciate 
if you could complete and return the enclosed form. 

Enclosure 

Prayerfully iAA 
fll,~rr.. fV[~ 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Mr. ~chael Kermian 
Director of Op~rations 

DATE •..•..••........... .' .... 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
Ne~ York, NY 10016 

I WILL ATTEND THE MID-WESTERN ARMENIAN CHURCHES 
REGIONAL meeting on March 9, 1985 at St. James 
Armenian Church, Evanston 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the March 9, 1985 Regional meeting 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

Parish Council Member 

Delegate 

Other 

NA.ME •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PARISH •...•..........•.......... 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

January ?.1, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council 
Members, Diocesan Delegat~s and Church Or~anizations 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL MEETING 

St. Mary Armenian Church 
Holy Trinity Church 
Sts. Saha~ & Mesrob Church 
St. Ja~s Armeni~n Church 

Washingt.on, DC 
CheltenhaM, PA 
Wynnewood, PA 
Richmond, VA 

The redonal mP.P.ting of the Washin~ton, Penn!\ylvania and Virp:fnia area 
churches will be held on Saturday, March 16 at 11:00 a.m. at the St. Mary 
Armenian Church, 41-?.5 Fessenden Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

It is important that everyone attends this conference and takes 
advantage of the opportunity to address ourselves to some of the most 
pressin~ issues of our church and re~ion. 

We have on our apenda certain topics, such as Youth and the role of 
th~ Cler~y, Spiritual Renewal, Observance of the 70t.h Anniversary of the 
Genocide, Unity, Stewardship, St. Nersess Seminary, etc. and would 
appreciate havin~ your sugp,estions for discussion items. ~indly send to 
us as soon as possible so that thev can b~ included on the agenda. 

We t.rust. the re~ional conference will provid~ a forum for all of us 
t.o address ourselves to the real problems nnd estnblish a clear oh.if"(:tive 
for t.he future or our parishes. 

Please plan to be with us, and in the meantime we would appreciate 
if you could complete and return the enclosed form. 

Pr~yerfully, r 

't.Z~ ~r~~." 
Primate 



.. 

Mr. Michael Kenaian 
Director of Operations 
Diocese of the Armenian 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

...................... 

DATE . • ' •.•.•••.•••.. I ••• 

Church of America 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC-

I WlLL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16 • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor 

..••.•.......• ~ .•..... Parish Council Chairman 

• • • • • • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • Par ish Council Member 

...................... Delegate 

..•..•........•........ Other 

NAME: ••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PARISH: •...•........••••.••••......•.•• 



REGIONAL MEETINGS 

SPRING 1985 

Sat., March 2- Southern Area- Miami, Florida 

Thurs., March 7- New York/New Jersey Area- Tenafly, NJ 

Sat., March 9- Mid-West Area- Evanston, Illinois 

Sat., March 16 - PA/WASH., DC/VA Area - Wash., DC 

Sat. Mar. 2 3 - N:::!r:thern· New York Area - Syracuse, NY 



•• a. .... y 

D I 0 C E S E 0 F T H E A R M E N I A N C H U R C H 

REGIONAL MEETING - SPRING 1985 

SOUTHERN AREA 

Saturday, March 2, 1985 - 10:00 A.M. 

Parishes: 

Host Church - St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida (305) 471-4484 

Armenian Church of South Florida 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

St. Kevork Armenian Church 
Houston, Texas 

Armenian Community of DalLas 
Dallas Texas 

Armenian Community of San Antonio 
San Antonio, Texas 

Armenian Church Council of Memphis 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Armenian Community of Atlanta 
Atlanta, Georgia 



D I 0 C E S E 0 F T H E A R M E N I A N C H U R C H 

REGIONAL MEETING - SPRING 1985 

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY AREA 

Thursday, March 7, 1985 7:30 P.M. 

Parishes: 

Host Church - St. Thomas Armenian Church 
Rte. 9W and East Clinton Ave. 
Tenafly, NJ (201) 567-5446 

St. Mary Armenian Church 
Elberon, NJ 

St. Leon Armenian Church 
Fair Lawn, NJ 

St. Mary Armenian Church 
Livingston, NJ 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
Union City, NJ 

St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 
New York, NY 

St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church 
New York, NY 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
New York, NY 

Holy Martyr's Armenian Church 
Bayside, NY 

Armenian Church of Western Queens 
Woodside, NY 

Armenian Church of No. Westchester 

St. James Armenian Church 
Purchase, NY 

Holy:.:,Ascensioh Armenian Church 
Trumbull, CT. 



D I 0 C E S E 0 F T H E A R M E N I A N C H U R C H 

REGIONAL MEETING - SPRING 1985 

MID-WEST AREA 

Saturday, March 9, 1985 - 10:00 A.M. 

Parishes: 

Host Parish - St. James Armenian Church 
816 Clark Street 
Evanston, IL (312) 864-6263 

St. Gregory Armenian Church 
Chicago, I:n. 

Sts. Joachim and Anne Armenian Church 
Palos Heights, IL 

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 
Belleville, IL 

St. George Armenian Church 
Waukegan, IL 

St. John Armenian Church 
Detroit, MI 

St. John Armenian Church 
Greenfield, WI 

St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
Racine, WI 

Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
So. Milwaukee, WI 

St. Gregory Armenian Church 
Cleveland, OH 



D I 0 C E S E 0 F T H E A R M E N I A N C H U R C H 

REGIONAL MEETING - SPRING 1985 

PENNSYLVANIA/WASHINGTON,D.C./VIRGINIA AREA 

Saturday, March 16, 1985 - 10:00 A.M. 

Parishes: 

Host Church - St. Mary Armenian Church 
4125 Fessenden Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. (203) 363-1923 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
C::heltenham, PA 

Sts. Sahag and Mesrob 
Wynnewood, PA 

St. James Armenian 
Richmond, VA 



D I 0 C E S E 0 F T H E A R M E N I A N C H U R C H 

REGIONAL MEETING - SPRING 1985 

NORTHERN NEW YORK AREA 

Saturday, March 23, 1985 - 10:00 A.M. 

Parishes: 

Host Church - St. Paul Armenian Church 
310 No. Geddes Street 
Syracuse, NY (315) 422-9047 

St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
Niagara Falls, NY 

St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church 
Binghamton, NY 

Armenian Community of Rochester 
Rochester, NY 
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~GLAND REGIONAL MEETING 
December 14, 1985 

Accepted 

Fr. Mampre 
Setna M. Tashjian 
Arthur Panosian 
James Kalustian 
Maylinn Soursourian 
John Soursourian 
Daniel Dorian 
Stephen Panosian 

Edward Boghsoian 
Edward E~anosian 
Nathalie Yaghoobian 
Bertha Bugurdichian 

Fr. Yepram 
Clement Ashekian 

Fr. Zenob 

Azad Juknavorian 
John Dumanian 

Ftl. Garen Gdanilan 
Sarkis Hachigian 
Ralph Vartigian 
Martin Kenosian 

Fr. Vartan 
Paul Abrahamian 

Fr.Jiajad 
Michael Yapchaian 
Charles Guleserian 
Harry Sarkisian 
Karen Dederyan 
Nerses Bergoodian 
Edward Kazanjian 
Angel Ohanesian 

Cambridge * 
Cambridge * 

II * 
II * 
II * 
II * 
II * 
II * 

Providence * 
II * 
II * 
II * 

Hartford 
II 

Lawrence * 

Chelmsford * 
II 

Watervliet * 
II * 
II * 
II * 

N. ,Britain 
II * 

Watertown * 
II * 

II * 
II * 
II I " 

Regrets 

* 
* 

* 

* 
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Accepted Regrets 

Joseph Ananian * 
Malcolm Barsamian * 
Arshag Gechijian * 
E.Bllewster * 
James Etmekjian * 
~rosby ~oshgarian * 
Haig Haroutunian * 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
6. 

7. 

DIOCESE OF THE AMEIIAI CHURCH OF MERICA. I. Y. 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016·4885 

REGIONAL MEETING 

NEW ENGLAND AREA CHURCHES 

Saturday, December 14, 1985 - 10:30 a.m. 

HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH - HOST 

145 &rattle Street, Cambridge, MA 

A&EIIDA 

, .. for tile Yout~: 
YOA, Jr. & Sr. 

Youth Ministry 
S.-er Camps 
Ar.entan and SUnd•y Schools • 
Currtculum Project • , 

Dtoceun DepartMnts •ad their fiancttons: 
a) BEMA and the PR office 
b) Finance: Fund-raising/Stewardships 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and Legacies 
c) ACEF 

Region.tlizatton 

Spki•l Issues: 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals 
Women•s role in the Church 

Services available through the Diocese: 

Region.tl Issues 
Coaaun1cat1on and planning of major events 

Open cl1scuss1on 
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December 5, 1985 

Ms. Grace Hadjinian 
208 Marshall Avenue 
So. Milwaukee, WI 53172 

Dear Grace: 

Thank you for the minutes and the pictures of the regional meeting. You 
have done a thorou1Jh job covering the impo.rtant points of the discussion. 
I look forward to receiving the newsrelease, whenever you have a chance to 
sent it. 

I owe you, Terry and Leif a big thank you for the hospitality you extended 
during our visit. Aside from the meeting arrangements, the dinner on 
Saturday night was a special treat. 

It was a pleasure meeting you all, and I look. forward to seeing you, 
hopefully soon. 

Very truly yours, 

Michael H. Kern1ian 
Director 



MINUTES OF THE REGIONAL r.'.EETING OF THE MIDlf\"ESTERN AREA PARISHES 
Saturday, November 2, 1985 

Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Meeting was opened at 11:10 am with the Lord's Prayer and the 
singing of Soorp Asdvadz led by His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian. Leif Peterson, Chairman of the Parish Council of 
Holy Resurrection, welcomed the delegates and introduced guests: 
the Honorable Vincent Gurahian, Chairman of the Diocesan Council, 
who would chair the meeting with Arthur Mardigian (Detroit}, a 
member of the Diocesan Council; Michael Kermian, EKecutive Director; 
and Frank Stoneson, Chairman of Finance for the Diocese. 

Judg~ Gurahian announced that 6b and 7 on the agenda would be treated 
as the same item. List'of those present is appended to these minutes. 

The agenda follows. 

1. Programs for the Youth 

ACYOA Juniors: Father Garabed Kochakian, St. Mesrob, Regiona! 
Coordinator and overseer of the Juniors, ... reported that all nine 
parishes in the Midwest were quite active in promoting the 
goals of the ACYOA, both religiously and culturally. During 
Nancy Basmanjian's visit, Ralph and Debbie Asdadourian were 
appointed to work with him to oversee several events in the 
parishes. Sports Weekend is their most important activity. 
This year a scholarship will be awarded to a person to attend 
St. Nerses Seminary. 

ACYOA Seniors: Michael Kermian reported that next year will be 
the 40th Anniversary of the Seniors. However, they are not as 
strong as they once were. The Diocese is trying to encourage 
the youth to try to involve them. During the past Sports 
Weekend, there were 500 in attendance~ at the Diocesan Assembly, 
60 were present. The Armenian Studies rrogram is promoting an 
educational tour of Armenia. One request by the youth is that 
they want regional conferences. There are 22 chapters with 535 
dues-paying members and 2500 on the mailing list. Four suggestions 
for Seniors are: 

1. Great need for youth directors 
2. College-age campus programs - visitations should be 

made to campuses where there is an Armenian 
conununity 

3. Activities should be planned - new programs 
4. Religious education for youn9 people - this is 

the most serious issue 

A project was instituted 1-1/2 years ago to find a candidate to 
help parishes form a committee in their own communities. This 
person would need training and support by the parish to help 
undertake his training and who would then return to help the 



MINUTES - November 2, 1985 
Page Two 

parishes. This idea has not taken off because they have not 
been able to find the young people. Finances are another 
problem. His Eminence suggested that a possibility would te 
for several parishes to present one candidate. ~rained 
leaders are necessary for our youth, but financial support 
is also necessary. 

Youth Ministry: There is no financial help for this program. 

Summer Camps: ~r. Kermian reported there are two in the Diocese: 
St. Vartan and Hye Kamp. His report on St. Vartan stated that 
it was a successful 4-week session. For the first session, there 
were 105 students; the second session was attended by 70 students, 
but these numbers could be doubled and tripled. He had the 
complete report with him if anyone was interested. He had not 
as yet received the year-end report from Hye Kamp. He suggested 
the need for a professional staff to formulate programs. At 
the next Diocesan meeting, they want to develop a summer project 
that will run more successfully. 

Armenian and Sunday Schools: Father Garabed reported the Sunday 
Schools in the Midwest were operating very well, with workshops 
attended by all but Belleville. 

St. John's, Greenfield, said they have 14-15 students with a 
teaching staff of 5. Their superintendent attended the Hardigian 
Institute. They have added a language class, and are using the 
curriculum furnished by the Diocese. 

Holy Resurrection, South .t-~ilwaukee, has no active Sunday School. 
In the interim, the students are singing in the Choir and serving 
at the altar. They expect to re-activate very shortly. There 
is no Armenian School. 

St. George, Waukegan, has no Armenian or Sunday School. 

St. James, Evanston, has no Armenian School, and Sunday School 
attendance is very inconsistent. There are anywhere from 6 to 
25 students with 7 teachers. 

St. Gregory, Chicago, has no Armenian School, but they do have 
a Sunday School. They are having difficulty finding teachers. 

St. Joachim and Anne, Palos Heights, has 25 registered Sunday 
School students and 5 teachers. No adult Armenian School, but 
they expect to re-activate in January. They already have 12 
to 15 students registered. 

Belleville had· no report. 



MINUTES - November 2, 1985 
Page Three 

St. John's, Detroit, uses the Diocesan curriculum in their 
Church School. They have 250 students with many 5-6-year 
olds. They have 10 students per teacher. Their pre-school 
has 40 children. They do not have an Armenian language 
program, but there is an adult program. They have initiated 
a Church Junior Choir which meets on Sundays prior to Sunday 
School with 20 students participating. 

St. Mesrob, Racine, has 23 children in Armenian School, 19 
adults plus 5 in the advanced class. They are meeting on the 
same evening with classes beginning and ending at the same 
time. Ms. Sylva Der Stepanian held a 3-day workshop, with a 
ALLARK graduation. They sent one of their teachers to the 
mini-college at the Diocese who returned with many ideas. 

Their Sunday School has 57 students with a staff of 18 teachers. 
The Diocesan curriculum is being used and the program is going 
well. The teachers meet once a month .for discussion purposes. 
They intend to send teachers to the Mardigian Institute. This 
year, they celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Sunday School. 
They have the distinction of being the first Sunday School in 
the Diocese. Their founder, Mr. Toros t-1adaghj ian, was honored 
at the anniversary celebration. His Holiness sent him a fbntag. 

The suggestion was made by Charley Kademian that a tape be made 
in Armenian with the English word following, similar to the 
Berlitz program. A tape is available in California, but not 
at our Diocese. Judge Gurahian instructed Mr. Kermian to place 
this on the agenda for discussion at the next Diocesan Council 
meeting. 

Religious Education Curriculum Project: Mr. Kermian reported 
that some material is ready now, consisting of 15 books for the 
students and 15 books for the teachers. It is intended for the 
Diocese Sunday Schools and Day Schools, and covers a 32-week 
period. There are 8 units. This has been a major undertaking 
which has taken about 4 years. Some books are in print now and 
will be ready for 1986, but funds have to be raised. The budget 
is $300,000. The parishes have been requested to send $2000 
but so far only 2 parishes have responded ($4000) . A suggestion 
was made previously that individual donors be found for individual 
grade books. A meeting was held September 12 at the Diocese. 
The parishes were broken down into various regions. A committee 
was formed to find donors depending upon the potential of the 
community. This was sent to the clergy and they are asked to 
compose a committee. Another suggestion was for the clergy 
collectively to support the finances of one book. At the present 
time, there are no other monies available for the project. 
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2. Diocesan Departments and Their Functions 

a. BE~~ and the PR Office 

BEMA has national coverage and AVEDIS and ARSHALOOYS are 
religious publications. Readers are enjoying the BEMA which 
keeps them in touch with the Diocese and other parishes. The 
most important function of the BE~m is to be a religious and 
literary publication for its readers. The circulation is 
between 25,000 and 30,000. It is sent free to anyone who 
wants it. In the future, BE~A will carry a message from the 
Primate and there will be a section for the parishes. Two 
pages of the publication will.ibe in Armenian with a total 
of between 8 to 12 pages with 8 as the norm. In addition, 
Armenians in the news will be highlighted as well as our 
clergy. There will also be book reviews. Mr. Kermian said 
if anyone was receiving more tl1an one copy, to let the 
Diocese know. 

A suggestion was made to eliminate the personal news such as 
weddings, etc. Father Tateos (Greenfield) suggested a 
quarterly publication in booklet form for future and convenient 
use. 

b. Finances/Fund Raising 

A .department was organized in 1984. During the past two 
years, they have established a long-term financing program 
for the Archbishop Fund. They would like to rais.e $5,000,000 
with the principal invested in the Endowment Fund. The 
basic structure is to develop organizations in the various 
regions: New York, New Jersey, llew England and the Midwest. 
Regional chairman is Edward Mardigian. The Diocesan Council 
will meet with him on how to break do\'m' the $5,000,000. The 
hope is that 1000 people will donate $1000-for 5 years. 

1985 Calendars are ready for mailing. The artwork.was done by 
the children of our Diocese. This year, there will be no 
Chr~stmas Seals. In previous years, 26,000 calendars have 
been mailed out with an income of about $50,000 to $60,000. 
Printing costs are about 50% of that. 

A suggestion was made by Charley Kademian that professional 
advice be sought in composing an effective cover letter that 
accompanies the calendars with t~e intent that it might prove 
more effective in raising funds. 
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Stewardship. 

Holy Trinity Church was to develop a program at the Assembly, 
but it was put on hold. 

Wills. Legacies. 

There is no formal program. The Diocese has offered its services 
to those who do not have anyone and don't know how to go about 
making wills. A committee should be formed in each community 
to help these people. 

Deeds. 

Copies of deeds of the churches should be sent to the Diocese. 
Some parishes have complied, but some have not. Mr. Stoneson 
said several reminders have been sent, but still some parishes 
have not responded. He reminded the parishes to also send the 
Diocese a copy of the insurance policy and to make sure the 
name of the Diocese is on the policy also. Also important is 
to have adequate coverage. 

Hise-Rise Project. 

This is on hold until 1986. Certain members of the Board of 
Trustees are opposed to the project, and have offered to find 
an alternate plan for source of income. There will be a vote 
taken before the next Assembly, or there will be satisfactory 
indication that there will be a reliable source of income which 
will be sufficient to meet the needs of the Diocese. If there is 
not a majority at a joint meeting, then 2/3 present can pass it. 

ACEF. 

Copies of the report were submitted by Arthur Mardigian. The 
Endowment Fund will reduce the parish assessment. 

Several months ago, a commemorative medal was sent to all parishes. 
They are $1000 each. The money does not have to be sent now, 
but $200 of the total will be returned to that particular parish. 

The meeting recessed at 1:10 pm for lunch. 

The meeting reconvened at 2:20 pm. 

3. Regionalization 

The Northeast region seems to be working out well. Mesrob Marsoobian 
gave a report on the Midwest Regional Council. Meetings are held 
about 4 times a year. Hye Kamp is sponsored by the MRC, but more 
clergy are needed to assist. The meetings are not that well
attended because of the difficulties of finding a date that is 
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suitable to all. He suggested that a calendar be made far in 
advance to resolve that problem. 

4. Special Issues 

Unity. 

Very little to report. There have been no future meetings 
scheduled between the two sides. 

Uniformity of Services, Sacraments, Rituals. 

The Primate has appbinted Father Arnak Kasparian, Father Karakin 
Kasparian, Father Carnig Hallegian and vicar General Khajag 
Barsamian to deal with these problems. The•y are to look at the 
different issues for improvement. They have had several meetings 
with concentration on baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

The question was"raised if our Church believed in cremation. The 
Primate answered that our families should be taught that if any
one desires to cremate their loved ones, they should first 
contact the priest, carry out all the sacraments, including the 
night service, the body should be taken to Church, the service 
should be held at the cemetery, and then cremation can be per
formed. Memorial service can be requested. There has been no 
formal statement on cremation by the Church. 

Women's Guild and Women's Role in the Diocese. 

There is a great source of talent available to us. There are 
many roles in the Diocese for women. 

5. Services Available through the Diocese. 

Bookstore. 

The Diocesan Center is the hub of community activities. Much 
is available, and the parishes should ask for help, if they 
are·in need of the artists, musicians, actors, lecturers. 

Religious Item Store. 

This has been established recently. A list of books and other 
items will be included in the next issue of the BE~~-
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6. Regional Issues 

The question was raised why programs prepared for the Diocese 
cannot be videotaped and sent to the parishes for their use. 
Judge Gurahian asked that that be placed on the agenda for 
the December meeting of the Diocesan Council. 

Open Discussion. 

The Primate said at the present time there is no priest available 
for Holy Resurrection, but that sometimes situations change on 
the part of a priest and a parish. Even though a priest becomes 
available, he must be accepted by the Parish Council. The 
question was asked why priests are not rotated. The Primate 
answered that he does not have the authority to do so. He 
explained: 

1. If the parish has a candidate, the parish should 
vote to present him as a candidate 

2. If the Primate has more than 2 candidates, he pre
sents the slate and the parish votes for one of 
them 

3. When there is no candidate, the Primate, together 
with the Parish Council, assigns a priest to a 
parish, if a priest is available. 

The Parish Council has the perogative to accept or reject the 
offer. Just as one cannot force a priest to take a position, 
one cannot force a priest to remain in a parish if he chooses 
to leave. If there is a vacancy, the Primate can designate a 
priest pending on his election by the Parish Assembly. 

The question was asked how increments were to be paid. It was 
explained that a fund was to be established, and that the 
increments were to be paid for by that fund. The fund needed 
$20,000. The only way to get the monies was through parish 
assessments, so the fund was not created. 

A special note was made that all parishes should encourage the 
young people to go into the Seminary. 

The Primate said the most important mission of the Armenian Church 
is to save our heritage. We need more education and mor~ priests. 
This issue is being addressed at every Diocesan Council meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~c,/JL~ 
Grace Hadjiniak 
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MEETING - November 2, 1985 

PRESENT 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

Vincent Gurahian, Chairman, Diocesan Council, New York 

Michael Kermian, Executive Director, Diocese, New York 

k
. D(.f.E-f:.-t'D,( f . . k Frank Ava ~an Stoneson, Caaa~man o F~nance, D~ocese, New Yor 

Arthur S. Mardigian, St. John, Detroit ,. M~J,V,f.. 11• e~,.,/G((-

Edward B. Ko~koian, St. John, Detroit 
i+4 Z..t)tl-tAN 

Rev. Vahram R. ~, St. Gregory, Chicago 

Very Rev. Varoujan Dz.v. Kabaradjian, St. James, Evanston 

Mariam Tatosian, St. James, Evanston 

Lisa Coloian, St. James, Evanston 

Alice Gregorian, St. James, Evanston 

Minas Keutelian, St. James, Evanston 

Rev. Krikor Hairabedian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Andrew Sahagian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Daniel Hairabedian, St. Joachim & Anne, Palos Heights 

Mesrob Marsoobian, St. George, Waukegan 

Rev. Garabed Kochakian, St. Mesrob, Racine 

Sarkis Cherkinian, St. f.1esrob, Racine 

Mikael Garoukian, St. Mesrob, Racine 

Rev. Tateos Abdalian, St. John, Greenfield 

Mike Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 

Lynn Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 

Michael Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 

Ramelann Kalagian, St. John, Greenfield 

Arthur Kashian, St. John, Greenfield 

Charles Kaishian, St. John, Greenfield 
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Present 

Charley Kademian, Holy Resurrection, South ~ilwaukee 

Grace Hadjinian, Holy P.esurrection, South Milwaukee 

Sam Hadjinian, Holy Resurrection, South ~1ilwaukee 

Leif Peterson, Holy Resurrection, South t'.ilwaukee 

Elliot Kashian, Holy Resurrection, South Milwaukee 

Rose Esaian, Holy Resurrection, South Milwaukee 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA. N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016-4885 

REGIONAL ME::TING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. & RICHMOND PARISHES 

Saturday, December 7, 1985- 10:30 a.m. 

ST. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH - HOST 

4125 Fessenden St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 

AGENDA 

Programs for the Youth: 
ACYOA, Jr. & Sr. ~ 
Youth Ministry - ; ' 
Summer Camps ' l'; 

Schools) ~" Armenian and Sunday 
Curriculum Project 

2. Diocesan Departments and their functions: /1~ 
a) BEMA and the PR office --
b) Finance: Fund-raising/Stewardships \ ;~li 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and legacies ) L · 
c) ACEF .. 1 

3. Regional ization ( c)\ 
ett 

4. Special Issues: ~ 
Unity ~''!t ~, 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals ·· 
Women's Guilds and Women's role in the Diocese ___ 

5. Services available ~~!'~e: ,_ .. . 
1 Bookstore --- t::. L 

Religious Items Store ---, ,----------- P 
Programming .....___ · £(}1 

6. Regional Issues 

7. Open discussion 
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REGIONAL MEETING - NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY 

December 5, 1985 

Haroot Karakashian 
Zareh Chalian 
Nubar Tchilingirian 
Sarkis Krikorian 

John Hovsepian 
Harold Azmelian 

Fr. Houssig 
Arthur Sarkisian 
Leon Ariyan 
Haig Dadourian 
Ara Nersesian 

Garbis Martayan 
Fr. Mamigon 

Jl/ Fr. Art en 

Karl Anoushian 
George Papalian 
Manoog Tatosian 
8 persons 

Do vie Til bian 

Holy Cross 

Fr. Arnak 
ti"' ----~Peter Ajemian 
· Richard Papazian 

Paul Kahamjian 
Ed Parseghian 
Lucy Nakashian 
Arax Parseghian 
Virginia Victoria 
elie Karelian 
Grace Hagopian 

Fr. Untzag 
Dr. Hairabedian 

Elberon 

" 
" 
" 

Union City 

" 
Livingston 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Accepted 

Western Queens 

" 

St.Vartan 

Holy Martyrs 
" 
" 
" 

Fair Lawn 

New York 

Tenafly 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Trumbull 
" 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* * (8) 

* 

* 

* 
* 

(4} 

Regrets 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, N.Y. 

REGIONAL MEETING 

TRI-STATE AREA PARISHES 

Thursday, December 5, 1985 - 7:30 p.m. 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH - HOST 

•v• HALL 

630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016-4885 

1. Programs for the Youth: 
ACYOA, Jr. & Sr. 
Youth Ministry 
Summer Camps 
Armenian and Sunday Schools 
Curriculum Project 

AGENDA 

2. Diocesan Departments and their functions: 
a) BEMA and the PR office 
b) Finance: Fund raising/Stewardships 

Deeds/High Rise Project/Wills and Legacies 
c) ACEF 

3. Regionalization 

4. Special Issues: 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments, rituals 
Women's Guilds and Women's role in the Diocese 

5. Services available through the Diocese: 
Bookstore 
Religious Items Store 
Programming 

6. Regional Issues 

7. Open discussion 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
November 13s 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergys Parish Council Chairmens Parish Council Members 
and Diocesan Delegates 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL MEETING - WASHINGTON, D.C. & RICHMOND PARISHES 

St. Mary Armenian Church 
St. James Armenian Church 

Washingtons D.C. 
Richmond s VA 

A regional meeting of the Washingtons D.C. and Richmond area churches will 
be held on Saturdays December 7s 1985 at 10:30 a.m. in the St. Mary Armenian 
Churchs 4125 Fessenden St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 

We urge you to attend this conference and participate in the discussions 
involving the revitalization of your community and the church. 

The purpose of these regional meetings should be to provide a forum to 
exchange opinions and suggestions toward improving our community life as 
Armenians and Christianss reflect on our past experience with a view to 
building a better future for us and for our youth. 

If you wish to add any particular topic on the agenda, let us know as soon 
as possible. 

us. 

Encl. 

Plan to be with us, and please complete and return the enclosed form to 

Prayerfully, 

~ fiA A .. -' rd,. ~~"-' I ~~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686.0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

TO: Michael M. Kermian 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America, N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016-4885 

FROM: Name: 

Pas ition: 

Address: 

Parish: 

[] Please note that I will attend the December 7, 1985 Washington, D.C. 
meeting at: 

St. Mary Armenian Church 
4125 Fessenden St. N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
(Tel.) (202) 363-1923 

0 Regrets, I will not be able to attend. 

Date: Signature: 



REGIONAL MEETING - MID WEST PARISHES 
NOVEMBER 2, 1985 

Fr. V. Kabaradjian 
Mariam Tatosian 
Minas Keutelian 
Lisa Col6ian 

Fr. Ta teos Abdalian 
Mike Kaishian 
Garb Kaishian 
Arthur Kaishian 
Ramelann Kalagian 
Charles Dadourian 

Dennis Papazian 
Martin Cholakian 
Edward Korkd:Lan 

Michael Garoukian 
Sarkis Cherkinian 

Dr7Ms Raffi Hovanessian 
Fr. Krikor Hairabedian 

NIDshan Babikian 

Accepted 

~ 

* 
* 
* 

* *-

* 
* 
"* 

* 

*, 

Regrets 

* 

* 

* 
* 

* 

Evanston 
II 

II 

II 

Gf'eenfield 
II 

II 

II 

II 

~II 

::Southfield 
II 

II 

Racine 
II 

Palos:Hts-; 
II 

Chicago 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

October 17, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council Me•bers 
and Diocesan Delegates 

SUBJECT: R£6101AL IIEET116 - IDI EII6LMD AREA CHURCHES 

Holy Trinity • tambrtdge 
Sts. Vartanantz· Chelmsford 
Holy Cross • Lawrence 
St. Gregory - Haverhill 
St. Ja•es - Watertown 
St. Mark - Springfield 

Our Saviour - Worcester 
St. George - Hartford 
Holy Resurrection - N. Britain 
St. Peter -Watervliet 
Sts. Sahag a Mesrob - Providence 

A regional meeting for the New England area churches will be held on 
Saturday, Dece.ber 14, 1985 at 10:30 a.m. in the Holy Trinity Armenian Church, 
145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

We urge you to attend tl\1s conference and participate in the discussions 
involving the revitalization of your community and the church. , 

The purpose of these regional meetings should be to provide a forWD to 
exchange opinions and suggestions toward improving our co•unity 11 fe as 
Armenians and Christians, reflect on our past experience with a view to 
building a better future for us and for our youth. 

If you wish to add any particular topic on the agenda, let us know as soon 
as possible. 

us. 

Encl. 

Plan to be with us. and please complete and return the enclosed form to 

Prayerf~ aJJ r 

0~- ~"1011L m~o~-
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

TO: Michael M. Kermian 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America. N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016-4885 

FRCM: Name: 

Position: 

Parish: 

0 Please note that I will attend the December 14, 1985 New England Regiona 1 
meeting at: 

Ho4y Trinity Armenian Church 
145 Brattle Street 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(Tel.) (617) 354-0632 

0 Regrets, I will not be able to attend. 

Date: Signature: 



u.~~nP~~usa.b~b~bB~ 

ST. GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
1015 McAREE ROAD • WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS 60085 

(312) 244-0424 

Di·)C8S8 o.f t'lf! Arr:"~n:i an Chtn'C~ '~f Ar.:cric? 
638 2nd. A v-mu0 
11':'''' York, Nev1 York, 10016-4885 

Your Grace 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Pr:tma te 

Subject: Regi.onal Meeting - Midwestern Area Churces Agenda 

(1) We v.rould like to know why our parish does not get a 
visit from the Diocese whilererresantatives may be 
in ;,.:'lis ar:::a? 

(2) AccordL ... 6 ;;c· our By-laws, sn:all parishes who eannot 
afford stinend i.ncreases for pastors, shall bo sub
sidized by the Diocese. ~~en will this be implemen
ted. 

(3) Our Di.ocesean Delegate wlll attend the regional 
.-eating. 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

September 30, 1985 

TO: The Reverend Clergy, Parish Council Chairmen. Parish Council Meabers 
and Diocesan Delegates 

SUBJECT: RE&ICIIAL IEETII& - 1110 VESTED MEA PARISHES 

St. John - Detroit 
St. Gregory • Cleveland 
St. Gregory - Chicago 
Sts. Joachim - Palos Heights 
Holy Shoghagat - Belleville 

St. James - Evanston 
St. George - Waukegan 
St. John - Greenfield 
St. Mesrob - Racine 
Holy Resurrection - So. Milwaukee 

A regional meeting for the Mid Western area churches w111 be held on 
saturday, Noveaaber 2, 1985 at 10:30 a.m. in the Holy Resurrection Armenian 
Church. 909 Michigan Avenue, So. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

We urge you to attend this conference and part1c1 pate in the discussions 
involving the revitalizaiton of your community and the church. 

The purpose of these regional meetings should be to provide a .forua to 
exchange opinions and suggestions toward improving our co .. unity life as 
An.enians and Christians, reflect on our past experience with a view to 
building a better future for us and for our youth. 

If you wish to add any particular topic on the agenda, let us know as soon 
as possible. 

us. 

Encl. 

Plan to be with us, and please complete and return the enclosed form to 

Prayerfully, 

QQ,~~tc-·· ~·&'" ·~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

TO: Michael M. Kermian 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America, N.Y. 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016-4885 

FROM: Name: 

Position: 

Parish: 

CJ Please note that I will attend the November 2, 1985 Midwest Regional 
meeting at: 

Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
909 Michigan Ave~ue 

So. Milwaukee, WI 53172 
(Tel.) (414) 762·7460 

Cl Regrets. 1 w111 not be able to attend. 

Date: S1 gnature: 



TO: THE PRIMATE AND DIOCESAN COUNCIL 

FROM: ZARVIN KASPARIAN 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED CONCEPT FOR AREA MEETINGS 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 18, 1985 

In assessing the effectiveness of the Diocesan 
Annual Regional Meetings and being mindful of the pro
posals approved by the 83rd Annual Diocesan Assembly 
relative to open line of communication with the Diocese 
and the composition of parishes for regional meetings, 
it is apparent that in these rapidly changing times the 
practices of the past do not and cannot effectively serve 
the needs of the present. 

Therefore, recognizing the need for properly 
channeled common effort for effectiveness of operation 
and to insure ability of our Parishes and Diocese to 
meet all challenges as a progressive viable entity, it is 
recommended that within the same geographical areas of 
the present regional meetings, there be established for 
each an area council that will meet three times during 
the year (once every four months) to confer and take 
action within Diocesan By-Laws and policies, on matters 
relating to the welfare of the parishes in the area. 
The third meeting may be designed to be a regional meeting 
with the Primate presiding. 

The area council: 

a. shall be comprised of the clergyman, 
the parish council chairman or (where 
there is no clergyman or parish council 
chairman) one lay representative from 
each parish, mission parish or Armenian 
community in the area. 

b. shall have an executive committee (tivan) 
with a clergyman as president (if one 
assigned to area). 

c. shall have two members of the Diocesan 
Council assigned as liaison officers who 
shall attend regularly scheduled meetings 

d. shall have access to the liaison officers 
through the executive committee (tivan) 
as specific needs arise. 



PROPOSED CONCEPT FOR AREA MEETINGS - 2 -

Role of Liaison 

1. Liaison•s function is primarily that of 
an advisor; he may offer guidance and other
wise participate in discussions as appropriate 
or when asked. 

2. Liaisons to keep themselves informed of the 
status of the life of each parish in the area 
through the executive committee (tivan). 

3. Liaisons shall keep the parishes informed, 
through the area council of policies and 
decisions of the Diocesan Assembly or the 
Primate and Diocesan Council as they aff~ct 
the operation of the parishes and the welfare 
of the area. 

4. Liaisons shall bring to the timely attention 
of the Primate and Diocesan Council specific 
matters or requests requiring action or 
decision by them; this should be accompanied 
by a recommendation from the liaison(s). 

5. Following each area council meeting, liaisons 
shall report to the Primate and Diocesan 
Council, during Council meetings, on the 
performance, direction and concerns of the 
area operation. 

# 
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310 NORTH GEDDES STREET 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

April 3, 1985 

Regional Meeting: Northern New York Area Parishes 
St. Paul's Armenian Church- Host 
Saturday, March 23, 1985 - 10:40 A.M. 

Board: Archbishop Torkom Manoogian - Primate 
Ralph Vartigian - Chairman 
Mesrob Kermian 

Attendees: Parish Council members from Niagara Falls, 
Rochester, Syracuse, and ~inghamton. 
Women's Guild Chairman and representatives 
from St. Paul's of Syracuse. 

A general "feeler session" preceeded the agenda, which provided 
the board members and parish representatives the familiarization 
needed to better understand pressing issues and concerns. 

Syracuse: Paying Members 
Mailing List 
ACYOA (Jr/Sr) 
Sunday School 
Armenian School 

- 43 
- 85 

0 (no potential) 
0 (no potential) 

- 0 (was vital approx. 7 years ago) 

Zarm Taft explained, in detail, the plight of our small community. 
Ara of Binghamton echoed the same thoughts. 

Binghamton: Paying Members - 60 
Mailing List -200 
ACYOA (Jr/Sr) 0 (potential - 10) 
Sunday School - 12 (potential - 37) 
Armenian School - 4 children 8 adults 



Niagara Falls: 
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- 33 
-175 

Paying Members 
Mailing List 
ACYOA (Jr/Sr) 0 
Sunday School 5 
Armenian School - 2 

(57 Canada) 
(potential 5) 
(potential 0) 
(potential 5) 

Rochester: Paying Members - 15 pledges per Marketing survey, 
which also shows optimistic outlook 

Mailing List -138 

The Parish Council tries to convene twice per month and is currently 
anticipating, sharing clergy, Armenian School, and Sunday School. 
Their 1984 Treasury totals $1500.00 raised primarily from donations 
and services. (No activities) 

There are plans for a picnic in July, and should be noted that, 
thus far, the Council does all the work. 

! 

Note: There were 120 parishioners in attendance for Christmas 
BADARAK - 1984. 

Note: Experienced very active AGBU participation to date. 

Question: What part does prelacy church play in the respective 
communities? 

Rochester: None. No Parish Council formation. 
Niagara Falls: Located adjacent to St. Sarkis - no problems. 
Binghamton: Attend our church services. 
Syracuse: Prelacy much weaker than us. Competition no~ non-existent. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian went on to explain that the political 
division is separate from the church, and defines some problems in 
competing parishes within a community. 

* * * * * * 
AGENDA 

I. Regionalization: 

Mesrob Kermian 

* 

Purpose: To create autonomy for decentralized decision making. 
Experimental stages are in New England - 7 parishes, 
headed by Zaven Kasparian. (Gives Report) 



II. 
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A.) Primate appointed Vicar 
B.) Regional council including lay persons and clergy 
C.) Primate and council appoint coordinator 
D.) Regional office 
E.) Policy established 
F.) 1st Event - 3 day April commemoration 

Phase II - Completion of guidelines in conjunction with Diocesan 
office. 

• 
Questions 

• Has been very well received by parishes. 

• Diocese gave !OK - fund for operations. 

• Meetings depend on policy . 

• Additional assessments to participating parishes fund 
regional office. 

• Regional Vicar is pastor of parish part time. 

• Paid salary coordinator . 
! 

High Rise Project: 

Proposal to replace cathedral complex and Diocesan office. 
Model has been built, which represents a 43 story edifice. The 
major portion will be allocated as condominiums leaving approxi
mately 35,000 sq. feet for Diocesan use. The purpose of the 
project is to gain additional revenue since it is believed that 
the land is currently under-utilized. The present office section 
only of the cathedral complex will be affected. The plaza will 
remain unaltered. 

St. Bartholemeou in N.Y.C. is having problems in similar develop
ment situation, but there are large differences in the two examples. 

Specifics: 

• 99 year lease 
• complimentary styling, coloring, and use of 

materials. 
• separate Management Company if project is 

undertaken. 



Concerns: 

III. ACEF 
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• would effectiveness of dealing with Diocese 
be affected during move. 

• are there schedules for breakdown in structure. 

Project is going well - Victor Arzoomian 
Large measures in donor frequency and amount. 
Diocese: short term/annual appeals 

long term/raise 5M over 5 yrs. 

Long term program promoted in 1984. When specific goals are 
reached, the interest gained would make Diocese self-sufficient. 

Rug Sale - $175,000 
Steward - $ 14,000 
3rd Annual Appeal - $12~000 

Control of ACEF is through Diocesan approved members. Should 
"appeal" mailings be intermittent or annual only? (Divided 
opinions - No resolution) 

IV. ACYOA 

• Creating interest while competing with other school and 
community activities. 

• Would a trip to Armenia kindle a new feeling of patriotism 
for the promotion of Armenian activities. 

• Insufficient contact with central chairpeople. 
• Not enough advance notice for events. 

Commemoration Activities 

25 person committee on weeklong program in NYC. Mailer to be sent 
out from Diocese. 

Vigil - Proclamation by Mayor Koch - tree planting ceremony at 
Union Square. Also Parisienne Armenian Band - BADARAK - and 
procession. 
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Action Items 

1.) Parishes that owe Diocesan dues: 

Binghamton - $1691 
Niagara Falls - $ 278 
Syracuse - $ 450 

Note: There is an approved formula for assessments; 
taking into consideration all external factors 
of the parish. 

Uniformity of Services, Sacraments, and Rituals 

A booklet is being made available for standardizing these items. 
If there is a question on procedure, only the parish council 
chairman or official can call the Diocese. 

LUNCH 1:30-3:30 
! 

Concerns of the Individual Parishes 

1.) Niagara Falls: Stated that the last regional conference 
was approximately 5 years ago, and that a future attempt 
was cancelled. Based on the benefits realized, an agreement 
was made that regional meetings of this type should be an 
annual event. Semi-regional meetings could be held more 
frequently, but not necessarily should include the Primate, 
however, a member or members representing the Diocese, is 
imperative. 

2.) Subsidize parishes without clergy, to help direct and build 
these parishes. The Diocese should have closer contact with 
the menial problems, as a parish priest would. 

3.) Clergy subsidy fund to reduce parish financial burden. The 
Archbishop agrees that the current stipend rules is a burden 
on small parishes. He states, however, that the entire parish 
community must be trained into stewardship of the parish. It 
is the responsibility of the Parish Council to educate the 
members of the church. 
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Helping churches start with Diocesan assistance is as important 
as interim dialog. It is in the interest of the Diocese that 
they do assist. 

Binghamton wanted to know if the July increase in salary is 
mandatory. Answer: Most churches are in arrears for meeting 
the requirements. i.e.) Quantity of 40 parishes - 10% are not 
meeting requirements. 

Point: Parishes with declining membership cannot meet the 
salary requirements, plus would lose the priest. 
Doesn't seem right to relocate the priest and deprive 
the parish of the services it has become accustomed to. 

4.) Deacon service should be performed and attended when no 
BADARAK is available, in order to keep the "flow" of weekly 
attendance. It enhances stewardship. 

Priorities Survey 
! 

Syracuse 
Niagara Falls 
Binghamton 

- Priest/communications 
- Priest/Diocesan involvement 
- Diocesan direction/Sunday School 

Women' s Guild 

Binghamton - 30 members 
Niagara Falls - 20 members 
Syracuse - 12 members 
Rochester 0 

There is a consideration to nationalize the Women's Guild at the 
Diocesan level. 

It would raise level of participation, in affairs, and interaction 
of ideas and methods. 

Fund raising methods; help set goals for various causes within their 
own community. The organization would function similar to the ACYOA. 

Stewardship education is done on a professional level and the parishes 
should seek out the help of these lecturers and have them speak 
regularly to the congregation. 
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Archbishop explains that 90% of parish money problems are 
because their parishioners do not feel a moral obligation to 
give back to the church. 

Question raised, as to why Albany, Troy, Schenectady is regionally 
involved with New England instead of New York. (No answer) 

Closing Statements 

Chrmn. - Our problems are not exclusive to the Armenian Church. 
The council is working on our behalf, and understands 
better, now, our mutual and unique problems. 

Tri-Parish Meeting 
Rochester-Syracuse-Niagara Falls 

The Archbishop read a letter aloud to the tri-parish council 
members, concerning the retaining of Father Kegham for shared 
service. 

! 

·rhe Archbishop believes that Father Kegham will start his 
assignment on May 8th and is scheduled to celebrate his first 
BADARAK in Rochester on the 12th. His Eminence also produced 
a schedule draft which wouid utilize Sundays as well as Wednesdays 
for BADARAK. The original understandings were clarified and an 
agreement was reached for a tri-parish BADARAK schedule, which will 
be typed up and distributed by May 14, 1985. (R. H. Roomian) 

Organization of parish life around priest for at least 3 consecutive 
days is important. 

Clergy cannot be hired or fired by council. He is the actual president 
of every organization. Activities should be centered around his visits. 

20 Sundays - Syracuse 
20 Sundays - Niagara Falls 
10 Sundays - Rochester 

Parishes can still obtain substitute clergy, as required, from N.Y.C., 
provided Father Kegham agrees. 
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Proposal to meet quarterly as a Tri-Parish Council. 

Action Items 

• Obtainment of Father Kegham's U.S. citizenship. 
• Diocese will submit proper papers to clear. 
• Parishes are responsible for pensions and insurances. 

Respectfully ~ubmitted, 

- -::~zi~-~~-:-~-~-t_/- -~ vL .tlc(cGa/1,~ 
- r ".J • 

. . · • ·"-?.i'~-<'c-c_..,~ 
anzadian - Rec./Secy. 

Roomian - Corr./Secy. 

! 
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REGIONAL MEETING MID WESTERN PARISHES 
March 9, 1985 

Florence Geckkjian 
Thomas Janikian 
Edward Korkcrian 
Florence Karoghlanian 
George Marifian 
Arthur Mardigian 
Alberta Godcshalian 
Kazan Terterian 
Victoria Reizian 
Fr. Tateos Abdalian 
Edward Kargenian 
Walter Baro!".ian 
Six Member~ 
Richard Vahradian 
Michael Garoukian 
George Naha3EDIAN 
Fr. GARABE~ Kochakian 
Dennis Papazian 
Martin Chola.:.Cian 
Ramelann Karagian 
Mary f..aprelian 

Cleveland 
Racine 
Detroit 
Cleveland 
Belleville 
Detroit 

" 
" 
II 

Greenfield 
rr 

Chicago 

* 
Detroit 
Racine 
Chicago 
Racine 
Detroit 

II 

Racine 

Accepted 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Regrets 

* 

* 

* 
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DIOCESE OF ntE ARMENIAN QfURCH, N.Y. 

AGE filA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

NORTHERN NEW YORK AREA PARISHES 

ST. PAUL ARMENIAN CHURCH, SYRACUSE - HOST 

Saturday, March 23, 1985 - 10:00 a.m. 

1. REPORTS: 

Regionalization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundrai sing 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th ANNIVERSARY COfltEMORATIVE PROGRAM 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

5. IMPLEMENTING THE YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM 

6. WOMEN'S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN atURCH, N.Y. 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

NORTHERN NEW YORK AREA PARISHES 

ST. PAUL ARMENIAN CHURCH, SYRACUSE - HOST 

Saturday, March 23, 1985 - 10:00 a.m. 

1. REPORTS: 

Regionalization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundraising 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

5. IMPLEMENTING THE YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM 

6. WOMEN 1 S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH. N.Y. 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

NORTHERN NEW YORK AREA PARISHES 

ST. PAUL ARMENIAN CHURCH, SYRACUSE - HOST 

Saturday, March 23, 1985 - 10:00 a.m. 

1. REPORTS: 

Regionalization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundraising 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

5. IMPLEMENTING THE YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM 

6. WOMEN'S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 



Hr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

R E C E IV E 3 MlJ,R 1 21985 

2-?- aS 
DATE • .................... 

-·- Diocese of the.. .Armenian Church ol Ameri~a 
630 Second Avenue 

-~=-------------- ·-
New York, NY 10016 

...................... 

...................... 

...................... 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

1 WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

~ • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • Parish Council Member 

...................... Delegate 

...................... Other 

L 0 r) Is I<A/?Ab {j[_J All/ 
NAME : •• • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • 



Mr. Michael Kerm1an 
Director of Operations 

R E C E i VB !3 MAR 6 1985 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

••••••••••••• ~ WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

...................... 

........... ~ 

11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

• • • • • • • . • • • . • . • • • • . . • • Parish Council Member 

Delegate 

• • • . • • • • • • • . • . . • • . . • . . Other 

NAME~~<;. ... ~~¥.?.?.~~ 
PARISH:~~ At.~Y, J. · · · • • 

. U/.d~-6.~ .. ij_. .. e: .... 



Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

IE C E IV ED FEB - 4 19$ 

DATE •• .1.1) d l?.: ..... 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

......•..•.....•...•.. I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

. . . . . . . . . /... ....... . 

...................... 

...................... 

/. ...................... 

11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC • 

1 WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

Parish Council Member 

Delegate 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 

NAME: JJ })ft .. s~ 9. A .~:.1 ....... . 
PARISH: .5.-xs. ~. Sti.~ A.~;. H ~ ?.~ S? .. . 

. 1()1 N~-~lJ.o~. D+~B .......... . ~iJoPL ]; };/A1 CNee:uv ' 

K[ WAM"' "4S. 'i':Jfo12.1'i l.--l~1e D tJJ JOI~il PAI<'-1-rT'-ffJfll· r.. ~~~~J~J) 

IN Ov1otJti..£ oF /~r'-/ 1 t1 f N(ltt ~ A) oW /S JJuvA S ~PAl. 
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Mr. Michael Kermian 
DireCtor-Of--operat-lOn-s - - -- -~ --
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

BE C E I V ED F £ B - 4 1985 , 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON • PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

v ...................... 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

1 WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pas tor 

•••••••.•.•.•.•••••••• Parish Council Chairman 

•••••.•••••.•••.•.•.•• Parish Council Member 

........................ Delegate 

• · • • • • . • • • • . . . . . • . . . . . Other 
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Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 
Diocese of the Armenian 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Church of America 

X ...................... I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

...................... 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pas tor 

Parish Council Chairman 

X Parish Council Member ...................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delegate 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 



DIOCESE OF ltE ARMENIM OtuROI. II.Y. 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

MID-WESTERN AREA PARI.s-1 ES 

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHUROi • EVANSlON - HOST 

Saturday, March 9, 1985 - 10:00 a.m. 

1. REPORTS: 

Regionalization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundraising 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th ANNIVERSARY Wti'IOORATIVE PlllGRAM 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

5. IMPLEMENTING lHE mum MINISlRY PlllGRAM 

6. WOMEN'S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 



REGIONAL MEETING MID WESTERN PARISHES 
March 9, 1985 

Accepted 

Florence Geokkjian Cleveland * 
Thomas Janikian Racine * 
Edward Korkorian Detroit * 
Florence Karoghlanian Cleveland * 
George Marifian Belleville * 
Arthur Mardigian Detroit * 
Alberta Godoshalian " * 
Kazan Terterian " * 
Victoria Reizian " * 
Fr. Tateos Abdalian Greenfield * 
Edward Kargenian " * 
Walter Baronian Chicago * 
Six Members * * 
Richard Vahradian Detroit 
Michael Garoukian Racine * 
George NahaBEDIAN Chicago * 
Fr. GARABED Kochakian Racine * 
Dennis Papazian Detroit 
Martin Cholakian " * 
Ramelann Karagian * 
Mary Kaprelian Racine 

Regrets 

* 

* 

* 



REGIONAL MEETING- MARCH 7, 1985 

Dr. B. Garabedian 

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
Harry Tastj ian 
t-ardy Azarian 
Arshie Missakian 
Joseph Kale~erian 
F.aig Dadourian 
!-'.ichaEL Izr:.irly 
Renry Hagopian 
~ra Nerse.sian 
tJ.anoog Tatosian 
George Papc.lian 
Fr. Houssig Bagdasian 
1-'artya Gurahian 
\incent Gurahian 
Davie Tilbian 
Victor Arzoumanian 
Fr. Arten Ashjian 
t_"lna Denejian 
?.ichard Bcyajian 
C~aRLES Ge~.j ian 
L"ln Dadaia~ 
Zaven Hovse;:>ian 
Philip Aq::..arian 
Robert Boergerson 
Eichard Tarzian 
J..rpena Sbarbaro 
C~arles She~loogian 
Iiarold Azrtelian 
John Hovsepian 
Nectar Kalustian 
~.reknaz Sarajian 
~.rtemis KOQ"ldakian 
t-ary Shalakian 
Hice Fornjy 
Grace Benjian 
Vicgoria Bchajian 
Diane Burggraf 
Uace Najarian 
Victoria Tukmanian 
Alice Bozoian 
A."lll Demurgian 

Trumbull 

II 

II 

II 

Tenafly 
Livingston 
Tenafly 
Tenafly 
Livingston 
Bayside 

II 

Livingston 
Westchester 

II 

Fair Lawn 
Tenafly 
St. Vartan 
Bayside 
Union City 

II 

II 

II 

II 

!Iii 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II .. 

II 

" 
" 
II 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Accepted 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Regrets 

* 

* 



DIOCESE OF "ruE ARMENIAN <HUROi, N.Y. 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL MEETING 

1. REPORTS: 

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY AREA PARISHES 

ST. lHOMAS ARMENIAN OWROI - HOST 

Thursday, March 7, 1985 - 7:00p.m. 

Regionalization 
High Rise Projects 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
ACYOA 
Fundraising 
Unity 
Uniformity of services, sacraments and rituals throughout the Diocese 

2. UPDATE ON 70th ANNIVERSARY OlMMEf()RATIVE PRlGRAM 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 

Function of the PR office and how it can serve local parishes. 
Role of the local parishes (maintaining updated mailing lists, etc.). 
Discussion: Suggestions for improvement. 

4. BEMA - Plans for 1985 and beyond 

5. IM>LEMENTING ltE lOU"ru MINISTRY PIDGRAM 

6. WOMEN 1 S GUILDS - Representation at Diocesan level 

7. Lay Clergy 

B. LOCAL ISSUES: 

Armenian Language and Sunday Schools 
Stewardship Program 
Other 



REV. FR. CARNIG HALLAJIAN, Pastor 

Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

HOLY CROSS ARMENIAN CHURCH 

318-27 STREET, UNION CITY, N.J. 07087 

201 864-2480 

February 27, 1985 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Michael: 

Enclosed is the list of our people who will be attending 
the New York/New Jersey Area Regional Meeting on Thursday, 
March 7 at '7:00 PM at the St. Thomas Armenian Church in 
Tenafly, NJ. 

We would like to have the following items placed on the 
agenda for discussion that evening: 

1. Lay Clergy 

2. Correspondence from Diocese 

3. Supply of flyers to each Parish on events 

4. DRE Publications 

5. Assessments 

6. Annual Report 

Thank you. 

/ad 

s;;;~;J~.J 
'Ann Dadaian 
Secretary/Treasurer 



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

Very Rev. Baret Yeretzian 
Regional Vicar 

Zarvin Kasparian 
Chairman 

Crosby Goshgarian 
Vice-Chairman 

Sahag Sahagian 
Secretary 

Archie G. Kol!igian 
Treasurer 

Judge John K. Najarian 
Advisor 

Stephen Panosian 
Advisor 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
New England Region 

91 Salisbury Street, Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 

617-757-9616 

February 24, 1985 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
Ne~ York, NY 10016 

Serp&za.n Hayr: 

Attached is a brief statement on 
the status of the New England Regional project. 
We feel that this can serve as infor~ation to 
the upcoming Diocesan Regional Meetings of 
the Parishes. 

If it meets with your approval, 
perhaps Mesrob could present. it at the meetings. 

ZJK:k 
Attach. (2) 

Respectfully yours, 

i J. Kasparian 
rman & Coordinator 

Gifts to this Otg8tJ/zlltion are deductible for Income, gift, end estate tax purposes 
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:UIOCESE CF :::E 1:.;;,.:-:~:A.N ~::URCH OF AY.E~rc;. 
1\E'•l ENGLAND REGION 

F?.OGnESS REPC?.': 

In keeping wit~ the action of the 62nd Annual 

Diocesan Asserr1bly, the initial stru~turing of a regional 

organization in the New England area has been implemented: 

A. Primate and Dio~esan C~uncil have appointed 

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian R~gional 

Vic a!'. 
. 

B. A Regional Council has been established 

comprised of the Pastor or Clergyman-in-

Charge and two lay representatives of each 

Parish, one lEy member being a Diocesan 

Delegate, the other the Chairman of the 

Parish Council. 

C. Primate and Diocesan Council have appointed 

Zarvin J. Kasparian Pro-terr. Coordinator 

(on a volunteer basis). 

D. A Regional Ofrice has been SP.t up in the 

Parish House o~ the Armenian Church of Our 

Saviour, 91 Salisbury Street, Worcester. 

A series of meetings have been convened with the 
..4fiUI,~~~ 

Regional Council ae9Arepresentatives of the parishes for 

orientation and to establish certain basic operating 

procedures. The imperative need for qualified persons to 

serve as Regional Department Directors and Parish Liaisons 

has been explored and discussed at length. 
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NE'..V ENGLJ..!D REGIO"K PROG!iESS REPORT - 2 -

The first ever.t under the auspices of the Parishes 

of the Region will be a three day commemoration during the 

month of April, 1985 in the Greater Boston area, of the , 

70th Anniversary of the Genocide. 

Parishes are supportive of the project and have 

displayed enthusiasm and willingness to cooperate as evi
-'o/-~~a. .... L 

denced by their;having'fully met their funding responsibilities. 

A next phase of structuring is the completion of 

guidelines in the melding of the functioning of the Regional 

Office with that of the Diocesan Office. 

It is anticipated that a brochure outlining the 

project and a newsletter for Regional activities will be 

forthcoming in the near future. 
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DIOCESE OF ':'.SE A'i1.}lENIJJ; ~huRC3 CF A!-~ERICA 
XE/1 ENGLAND P..=:GION 

F?.OG:RESS RE?C?.':' 

In keeping -..i th the action of the 82nd Annual 

Diocesan ~ssembly, t~e initial st~~turing of a regional 

orge.ni.:ation in the !~ew England JU"ea has been implemented: 

A. Primate and Diocesan Council have appointed 

Very Rev. Fr. Baret ~eretzian Regional 

Vicar. 

B. A Reg~o~al Council has been established 

comprised of the Pastor or Clergyman-in-

Charge and two lay representatives of each 

Paris~, one lay me~ber being a Diocesan 

Delegate, the other the Chairman of the 

Parisi: Council. 

C. Primate and Diocesan Council have appointed 

Zarvin J. Kasparian Pro-terr. Coordinator 

(on a ~olunteer basis). 

D. A Regional Office has been sP.t up in the 

Parish Eouse of the Armenian Church of Our 

Saviour, 91 Salisbury Street, Worcester. 

A series of meetings have been convened with the 
411\a-..wJ'/ 44.~ 

Region~ Council ~~epresentatives of the parishes for 

orientation and to establish certain basic operating 

procedures. The imperative need ror qualified persons to 

serve as Regional J9partment Directors and Parish Liaisons 

has been explored and discussed at length. 
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The first event under the auspices of the Parishes 

of the Region will be a three day commemoration during the 

month of April, 1985 in the Greater Boston are~, of the 

70th Anniversary of the Genocide. 

Parishes are supportive of the project and have 

displayed ent]lusiasm and willingness to cooperate as evi-
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denced by their~naving fully met their funding responsibilities. 

A next phase of structuring is the completion of 

guidelines in the melding of the functioning of the Regional 

Office with that of the Diocesan Office. 

It is anticipated that a brochure outlining the 

project and a newsletter for Regional activities will be 

forthcoming in the near future. 
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Mr. Michael Ke~ian 
Director of Operations 

RE CE I\' E!l Mi\R 1 21985 

3 -?--of 
DATE • •••••••••••••..•••• 

_ .... Diocese of the Armenian Church of AmerJ$a 
630 Second Avenue 

----=-~----- .--

New York, NY 10016 

...................... 

...................... 

...................... 

...................... 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

1 WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

v-
······················Parish Council Member 

~ 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delegate 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 

L 0 c) Is IV!!?AG t/~1 Alii N.AME : .................................. . 

S,-r S/J/+A-G ~~ M!SfA:cE PARISH: ••.• ~ ••...••.•..•.••.•••••..•.•• 
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Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

R E C E i V ED MAR 6 1985 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

••••••••••••• ~ WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

...................... 

...................... 

........... ~ 

...................... 

11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

1 WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

Pastor 

Parish Council Chairman 

Parish Council Member 

Delegate 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 

NAME/.'#.~c;. .. ~?1¥.~'1~ 
PARISH:<£7." At.~Y. J ..... . 

. U/.4-S&. .. ~ .... e:_ ... . 



Mr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 

RECEIVED F£8 - 4198£ 

DATE ••• l. ~ d X f. ..... 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

••••••••••••••••••••.• I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 

. . . . . . . . . /... ....... . 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC • 

I WILL NOT· ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pas tor 

•••••••••••.•.•••••••• Parish Council Chairman 

• • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • . • • Parish Counc 11 Member 

•••••••• ~- .•• • • • • . • Delegate 

• • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . • . . . . . Other 

NAME: J J.l.)ft .. SJ:A P. A .')) ....... . 
PARISH: l):rs. ~ .SilJJA.~ :. M ~?.~ ~ .. . 

. !.01 N~.af;0.o~. D-1-~B .......... . ~IJoPL ft r/A'f CNe t=t-N • 

K { 1\1 AM 1:: 114 s 't>tl;;.rJ us 1e. {) QJ Jl) I~ tl PA I< li-rT'" ( ~ (IJ. J:. ~~ (( tl ~J) 

IN Ov1otJfi..iL of /~otf 1 tlf N(J.ttC A)ovJ IS JJuJA Sf/}PAtl, 

fL EAS1c J1A,c.t 1P£ Co erGtL-t";nJ 
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,:_ . Lfo'A_ 2 6J I c; yff )' 
DATE.~/· ....•.•.. /;./ .{.l. 

{/ 

Mr. Michael kermian 
Director or-operations - -- -. --
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

...................... 

v ...................... 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pas tor 

•.•••••••••.•••••••.•• Parish Council Chairman 

Parish Council Member 

...................... Delegate 

. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 
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Hr. Michael Kermian 
Director of Operations 
Diocese of the Armenian 
630 Second Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

X ...................... 

• I I I I I I I •• I I I I I I I I I I I I 

DATE. !'1A~9P •. ~ ~ . J-.9.~~ ••. 

Church of America 

I WILL ATTEND THE WASHINGTON. PENNSYLVANIA AND 
VIRGINIA AREA Regional Meeting on March 16 at 
11:00 am at St. Mary Armenian Church of Washington, DC. 

I WILL NOT ATTEND the Regional Meeting on 
March 16. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pas tor 

Parish Council Chairman 

X Parish Council Member ...................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delegate 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Other 

NAME: ~.C:W?P .. 0:<=:<?~. ~ ~ ~~!l.i.~r: .......... . 

. Y!~~~-~~~t-fl.l! .I?:~.· ............. . 


