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THe SeCReT PLAN OF PRIMATE ARCHBISHOP TORKCH MANOOGIAN TO CLOSs THe HOLY CROSS CHURCH

Problem No. L —— After the St Vartan Cathadral was opsnad it was found that ths
average sunday attsendanca was very small., It was filled only on spascial
“daya, but on an ordinary sundzy ths attendapes in tle Holy Cross wa3 batter
~than St VARTAN., The solution to thia oproblem was to closs Holy Cross so
that thoss nembers would then tranafer to St Vartan and hslp the membarship,

| Problam no. 2 - Ona of the problsms in’ unity {alks with the tashnag church has baan

: f}:&. 1971 removed tns full tme pas tor and replaced him w:Ltn a part time priesv. Th:.s.‘

23 5\, Thz Weatchester Gcrmunlty was orvanlzad as a parish. Ttha‘ who'had bﬂau marzb?-m  "
*% of Holy Cross were told to becoms members of trs new church and 1eaVa ‘Holy Crcss.T o

32, narly 19703 an Amanian Sehool and SundajVSchool was séarted in Westchaster foyr tha

Tha existense of -the Holy Cross. Since Bishop Tourian was murdarad there and
buriad thars, it has been a symbol of tl» divided commnity. By clesing Holy
Cross this obstacle would ba ranoved oace and. _Lor all and unity would bacom s

T

easisr to achiava, _ o

The -Solution - To gradually dewa grada ths naad for Holy Croszs. This caa bs
azhizved by reaffirming ths need for Holyx Crosa orally, but on tl» othaxr
hand by certain official acts slowly tightea the nooss around ths neek of
the parish, This in fact haa besm ths plan aad with thlr events llstad balow %
ona eaa ses ths pattern as it hu d~velopud . § R

families that live thars, The Arneniaa deacoas wers ugzed as ths teachsrs.. Thass

classas wers held om Satwdays in Westchestar. Thosa who took the ehildrsam to this =

school withdrew from the Holy Cross Church as activs membars.  In addition-to
removing ths studsntas from the then active Holy Cross Sunday. School, this movas
"~ also excused the parants from going to Holy Cross oa Sumdays, If the Archbishop
was rsally concernad with ths education of the westehester pupils, he would havs
assignad a few of the desacons to halp the eustmg noly Cross Church a.nd give lt
'the much need“d shot in the arm it nesuea vub mever got L BEOR
i

situation was long desirsd by the parlshlone T8, but & mrt time pmas‘h was not
tha anawer. This creatad dissension in the parlsn wnich resultad in many ugly =

events and drove a number of peoples away rrom activs participation. By offering = -

a part time priest, the archbishop silenced a number oi‘ his critics who had
- Tequested a2 new priest but on the other hand it cr-ated dlsunlty. ‘This nmove
created a split whiech until r-cently was still being f¢lt in th= church. A

part time riest conld not minister to the nwds of thé en’o:.re parlsh, themfaro : ;

: ‘alleﬁating more parx.shlonors. ‘ o ’
%, E973 ~ For_many years th Parlah Councﬂs had talksd of mmrmg thes Holy Cross Gmxrh

the parish to move. Instead he stated that both Holy;Cross and westchester wers

communitias that could exist paacefully side by sids. (By refusing to allow Hol:r S

Cross to mova to another place he gave the go a‘nead tol the wastehester nembars
to leave Holy Cross. L o -

- 576, Father Arshen graduated form sehool in November 1973 but instead of bacoming a

T
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full time priest he was given another part time position in the diocess tre raby
kaaping him frc-n bzeoming 3 full time prieat in Haly Gross

P MAY 197), the arebishop met with the Parish Couneil a.Jd informad them that Father

Arshezn was to ba a full time priest. This assigament lastad uatil July 1974 wh en
it was announcad that Fathar Arshsn was baing sent to t‘m- Pni_lauclphla. church,

. ; :
Thezae are astual fa.,ts concerning ths plan to slowly phaza out the Hc]y Cross

Church, IET THSM B DENIED 11}
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to anothar place. VWhen the archbishop was asked this gusstion, hs refussd to-aliow




