
Tfk.. S.c.Cfu.T t'LA.N OF PRIM.AT.t!i ARCHBISHOP TORKOM M..\NOOG!AN. TO CLOSt!i THii. HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Problem No. 1 - :Aft~r tb St. V;trt.:tn Cath~clr.ti W:t:'J op~tn~d it was folli"ld th:~.:t. tb 
average :mnday ntt~nd.mc~ '112.3 vary sUU. It was filled only on 3p:3'ci.:ll 
days, but on .an ordinary su.."lda;y the attandape• in thl Holy' Gro.n w:t;,. b::.tt•~ 
th.:tn St VARTAN. The solution to thia probl~n. w:as to elon Holy Gros:-5 so 
that thos~ nel:\bers would then tr~uufer to St Vartom .;md h!!lp t~ rner.lb<'Jrship. 

Proble;n no.. 2 - Oni! of the probl.,u in unity talks With the tashn~ chureh h0l.3 b~alt li 
tha existenee of -tbl Holy Cros:s. Sines Bishop Tou...""ian was ~urderad th~re and 
buried thwl"$, it h:ts been a :symbol of th:!t divid~d coinmlnity. By closing Ho~ 1 
Cross this ob3t.:tclll would ba re:o.o•Ted o.:~ce ::md . .for all iUtd Ul'lity would b,)eon~ & f' 

eal!'li~r to :..ch~ve. ·. r 
~ SolutioJl - To g:r.aduuly den gr:a.d• trna need for Holg Cross. This cubs t 

aen~~ved b:r reaffirning tha need for Hol~CrM:a or.u.J.y, but on ~- oth3r · <J 
h::md b;r cert..:d..-., offici.:U acta slowl;r tightea th3 noosa aroUrtd th» ne~k o! ! 
the p~rish. Thia in fact hu beeR th~ pl.4.14 a.:;ad with .thAr. Gvent~ liated belcnr I 
on9 ea see the p.a.tt.ern as it hu developtd. 

~ ~Atw.t'-~lt""9::t~\:8e~!P4ll. OfHiUl el: ~ ' 

\ ~. ~3.rly 1970s :l.!l .A.Tl!.ln\iall School and S~a:r School w;u; stou-ted in ~Ysst.ch8ster tor th• · ·I 
:f'anilies that live there. Tha ArrseniA::t daa.cou w .. rs used .u th• t.a.eb&tr:s.. Thu• . . [ 
cla.3se:s were held o:a S.:~.turday:s in WestchesU:r. Thostt wqo took the children to th,is · , t,' 

se~oolwithdrew from thit Holy Gro:ss Church a.~ aetive nut!lbers. In a.ddit.iolt_t.o 1 
rem.oving the stud~nt3 .from w then activa Holy Croas tlun::lay .. School, this mav~ 

also excused the Piilr·~mts from going to Holy Crosa ma SlL"riays~ If tha .Archbisr..op 
was rt!!:llly coreern~d with th5 edueation of the 'Weswhes;;er pupils, he would hava 
assigned a few of the deacona to h~lp tt= existing no:cy- iCrOiSs -Church aDd give i.t. · 
the much needed· shot in th;,- arm it neeuea out never got~ · . . '· · 

i ' 
tt._~ ·1971 remoT-ed tmf full time pastor a.:nd repl,aced hii:l witlt a p.:~.rt time prie:;~t. This.·· 

situation was long desired by the p.;1rishione rs, but a ptrt time priest was not· 
the answer. Tlrls creat~d dissension in tm parisn wni~h resulted 1,;, m~ny ugly ·. 
events and dro-Td a :number of people away .trvm 44ctiva participatio::t. By offering 
a part time prie3t, the archbishop silenced a nu..:11'I;:J~r of his cri ties who hod 
requested a new priest but on the other hand it creat~d dis~~it,y. This move 

created a split -.·;hich U..'1til recently was still being f*lt in the church. ~\. 
part time priest could not minister to the needs of t~ entire parish, therefor• 
alienating more p•r~shioners. ·.J . l 

~· ') ~ Jt9..1J - For~_m;my y~a±-;l tm P..rish Counclls had t.l.ked o.f mqring the Holy" Cross Chura . · 1 
to aneth~ place. Y1hen th,e archbishop was askea- tnis f!uestion.tn~-~~~d to·<d:l:ar

the parish to move •. Instead he stated that both HolyjCross ~'1d westcneste~ w~re 
COlThilU.nities that could exist pe.acefully side by side. I By re:fusing to .Ulow Holy 
Cro:Js to mo..,e to a.nothar pl:~cft he ga"'e tre go aha:ii.d to. the wMtchester l!lernbe:rs ·· 
to leaYe Holy Cross. l 

.(..\:f) T'n." Westchester Corr.hll!'lity was orga ... .''1iz3d as a p.r13h. Th :sa who h~d be~n mei!hen 
' of Holy Cro!ls were told to becom• members of tht new church ~"'ld le.:a.ve Holy Cross.' 

7-::6.. Father Arsh~n gr~d~ted form school in Nov.e!:lb:er 1973 4t instead of. b~cowdng a 
full ti.."ll~ priest he was givon another p..rt t:i.lnca posit:i;o1'1 in tr.a diocas~ t:b!lnb;r 
keeping him from becoming ~ full tim~ prieat in Holy Cfos~ 

~ 1.~ MAY 1974, the ~ebishop met with the Pari3h Gou~cil a~d inform~d th~~ th.:a.t Father · 
Ar3h-:m vr.a:J to b:' a full ti::na priest. Thia aasig~'fld::tt last"d until ~uly 1974 wh e:::t 
it was announc~d that Father Arshen was b~ing $~nt to ~h-. Philadelphia ehurch. 

These are a~tual fact3 eoneerning tha 
Church. LET THEM B.t:: DENI~Jl ! ! ! ... _,..... -~~ .. ........---~ ... .....,. 
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