
Undersea Paintings 
By Mary Melikian 
On the evening of August 23, 

the Jose Carbone lis, of Washington 
Square North, were ha;t and hos
tess to an invited group of art 
Critics, artists, and the press, tor 
a preview of the under-sea paint
Ings by Mary Melikian. The spa
ciou~ high-ceiJ.ioged .mansion and 
Its garden were hosts to the pic
tures, admirably hung and well 
lighted. 

_./'If Mary - Melikian recognizably 

I Paints Jrom the heart, the emo
tion, as wen as fl'Qill the intellect. 

I
I She has taste, that most enviable 

quality in any creative person. 
She has courage, indeed, to have 
gone dawn into the depths ot the 
ocean with a snorkel.. Couf.age, and 
a devouring curiosity that would 

~ brook no postponement. 
. She has caught an indescribable 

kind of light, in these undeJWater 
paintings, which of course, had to 
be painted from memory -with 
the help of borrowed special 
aquariums. TheY seem to .be di
rnerisionless, _ye-t have ~ lmde-

. fined, unseen .fourth or fifth ilf
.mension '0!. the imagination, be
Fond wilat the eye sees.. Whei:e 
fihe has painted swimming fish, 'l'l>e 
actually felt weightless, as we felt 

- llile fish must. 
In selecting a whimsical, h.til

-ftant butterfly fish, as a special 
favorite, -an eminent Chinese af't.ist 
at our ·elbow said, "Me too!" A 
very ..;special delight, that we tw1i 
~ould'" agree! trbe only ---ri.,oure 
painting in the show, titled "May 
Flowers,'' is a simple, gi'aeeful 

CO"npostion of a piquant-faced lady 
•dmiring· biilliant fl-owers no Jove
iter than herself; "Submarine 
Garden" has -the evoc11tive mys
tery of a- CU'eam; swift-:rno'f"il)g 
lnulti-oolored fish slashing in .an~ 
out between tht'ea.d-thin .SWi~YillJiU 

C
. stems Of_. sea. vegetation; ,. 

·"Moon'worla, ~." will, if 
)la-ve ever been . }}eid entranced by 
tnOon lll$.,gjc, 'give. )'Oil lovely, ~1 
'1bl'Hl.s. · Yt's 'indescribable. -&,e. !t. 

• Mary-~~ ~t d~ 
- .the Burr Gail~;y was weU ~~~ived 1 

.by -~Qeal C:titlc:S.. Miss 'ME~likiiU). 
member of the taft ot,: the 

"Ceil'trai aane-ries, tbough o1. Ar-. 
-menian haekground, received her 
.art education at tbe Rhode Island 
-School oi Design, be~nning bet 
~ liS a textile designer. Miss 
Buena-Alkia Kuehne, o! Horizon 
~~ho- ~- ~W~ -~ 
~~~~-~ 



,,Ic:.ry IueJ.ik:lan ~overnoer ~~ , 1864 

wc.t~rcuJ.or -- s rnost i"le.:~sure-~bl.e ::.:wt.J.ents. s capture her 
interest, J. myself rd her Lmdsc~.pes , 
I'V e he.ve, e.mong others, a o.r .r .Lorence done 
by ~1 er in ~ink and 15reen which is· .first rate . 
J.t ~w.s a rare trc.ns~rency and fluidity an.d yet 
is so r ~c;_listlc i.n t h<< t .nisty fog . .L t is interes t
it1g to note t ta t t~1ere seems to be some inf.luence 
of :airo whose vigorous ca.lligr;;.phy and lively 
str:Jke are found ag.::..in in t his artist 1 s ·.•or k . 

L:>he ski.l.l1"u.l1y ~.:;c:.ni ·J'u.l::. tes hc.rmoniou s colors and 
3 ee:~•s to be a t home- in ;_· ;:;orld •t! ere O.tJti':lis:n , 

_: r ace,, s..nd j oy _pr ev D. il. -- a. v7or ld .Cnown onJ.y to 

of S_.:)i.rit who CJ.,:JJune daily l-7i t h n;:. ture. 
t..1is intim.c.cy tr1ey couJ.d :-J.elt her e .. i st 


