January 10, 1980

" Professor Vartan Grigorian
Provost

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania

Dear Professor Grigorian:

We had the pleasure recently to discuss with
you the possibility of material assistance from
the University of Pennsylvania or from somreaes
close to it in the projected publication of a
catalog of Armenian Manuscripts in the collection
of Mr. Harutiun Hazarian. It would be gratifying
to learn of your thoughtg in this matter, at your
convenience. We are enclosing a copy of the Pre-
face by Mr. Eganian of the Armenian Madenataran
in Erevan, '

We hope you enjoyed a blesged Christmas, and
pray that the Lord grant you and all your loved ones
- joy, good health, longevity and prosperity in the

new year, '

Prayerfully}

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate
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PREFACE

Armenian manuscripts are presently scattered throughout
the world in various museums, libraries and small private col-
lections. For almost a hundred and fifty years these manus-
cripts have been periodically catalogued and made available
to armenologists. There are, however, many collections which
have not yet been scientifically described, During the past
decade the Mashtots Matenadaran has published several catalo-
gues: thHose previously compiled but left unprinted, as well
as those prepared by the staff members themselves, To this
latter category belongs the following catalogue of the Ha-

routune Hazarian Collection,

Haroutune Hazarian is a native of Ceasaria and a gradua~-_

te of the Gumushlan School In hls youth he had emigrated
to the United States where he establlshed himself and re-
mained in the fur trade until recently. But despite the de-
mands of his business, he always took an active part in iar-
menian social life, maintaining his links with his mother-
land, Armenia, Mr. Hazarian is one of those rare patriots
who, since the Pirst World War, has entirely dediceted him-
self to the recovery of the historical treasures of the Ar-
menian people, thus enriching the museums and libraries of
his homeland. He has presented many rare museum pieces,
palntlngs, drawings, letters and documents to the Holy See

A
of Etchmladzin, the State Art Gallery of Yerevan aq\the =
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Charents Museum of Literature and Art, as well as his own
private collection of about 400vmanuscripts to the Mashtots
lMatenadaran. |

Haroutune Hazarian's donations are not just casual pre-
sents. He is profoundly convinced that the final resting
place of our cultural wealth is Armenia, where every con-
dition for its preservation and thorough study exists.

"The manuscripts and other legacies of our nation," he
once said, "I consider lost to us forever, so iong as they
remain in foreign museums or institutions and are not re-
turned to our motherlend, to the people who created them."

In 1972, thanks to the efforts of Professor Vazgen Bar-
seghian of Renssalaer Polytechnical Institute (USA), the
Armenian manﬁscripts,in the Hazarian Collection of New York
were microfilmed and sent to Yerevan. Subsequently the ad-
ministration of the Mashtots Matenadaran undertook the task

of their description.

A total of 116 manuscripts are listed, 87 of which are

complete books,kwhile 19'are'fragqents.

The complete codices consist of 27 copies of the Gos-
pels, 12 of the Book of Psalms, 10 Ritual books, 8 Hymnals,
3 Breviaries, 3 Menologies, 2 Dictionaries, 2 liissals, 2
Ph&lacteries, 2 Books of Poems and 2 Calendars of Feasts.,
Besides these, the collection includes one copy each of
an Astrology Book, a Physionomy, a Chronology of the Old
Testament, a Book of Canons, a Lectionary, a Book of In-
terﬁretations, a Book of Sermons and a Grammar Book. The

remaining 6 codices in 4he collection are Miscellanies:

“one of them“(qu§p)-contains;a complete version:of Aéa—
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thangelos' History, while another manuscript (no.16) inclu-
des Armenian folklore material. Among the more interesting
ones are the Book of Poems (no. 41) compiled in 1558 by
Barsegh Varaketsi, and the Book of Canons copied in 1643

by Hovhannes Sebastatsi.

The manuscripts, which date from the thirteenth to nine-
teenth centuries, bear the following chronological order:
2 MSS from the thirteenth; 5 MSS from the fourteenth; 9 MSS
from the fifteenth; 9 MSS from the sixteenth; 45 MSS from ;
the seventeenth; 14 M5S from the eighteenth; and 3 MSS from '
the nineteenth. The oldest is the Gospels (no. 86) copied
by Hovhannes Arkayeghbayr in Grner in 1280, gnd the most
recent is @Glossary of Ghemical Terms (no. 70) compiled in
Constantinople in 1866.

According to their place of origin,‘single copies of
codices are from the following centers: Adrianople, Akn,
Artske, AQndants, Basra, Brgnik, Gomagyugh, Jerusalem, Zei-

toun, Kharabasta, Karln, the monastery of Kyuregh, Constan-
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tlnople, Aleppo, Gharahlssar, Samson, Sis, Varak and the
village of Manoush. 2 codices each are from Amida, Echmia-
dzin and Sebastia, 3 from Evdokia and Toumarza and 4 from
ypw Julfa, The places of origin of the other 51 manuscripts
are unknown,

The names of the scribes have been recorded in 46 of
the manuscripts. 35 manuscripts bear the names of_;;;"éo—
nors, while 13 illuminated manuscripts bear the names of
‘:;:rlllumlnators and other important persons. Among them
are such well-known miniature palnters as Sarkis FPidzak

. A.D.
(nose 1,»132§FVJHthannes Kronavor (nos 71, 1364 A.D.),




Minas the painter (ne. 31, 1458 A.D.), Hakob (no. 50, 1574
A.D.) and Mkrtich the Priest (no. 53, 1679 4.D.).

The manuscripts have numerous colophons which date from
the time of their writing onwards, often by those of the
authors themselves. The colophons refer for the most part'
to the history of the creation of the manuscripts or to
their bequest to #ee future generations. They often con-
tain informgtion about historical events. The oldest colo-
phon dates from 1101 (no. 60), and the latest from 1975
(no. 83).

23 of the manuscripts have fly—leaves, which are frag-
ments of other old manuscripts, and are mainly of parchment
in uncial lettering. There are also fly-leaves in Assyrian,
Latin and Greek, the oldest of them dating from the ninth
century.

As for the 19 fragments described in the second part
of the Catalogue, most of them had been the fly-leaves to
manuscripts,'and havé great'paleogréphic valu;,_The more
interesting are the folloﬁihgéra f;agment‘¢f f;éhisheh's
History of Armenia (no. 11), the colophon of a ransomed
manuscript dated 1209 (no. 10), and 2 folios of the Gos-
pels illuminated by Toros Sarkavak in 1311 (no. 19).

- As an aid to scholars, the Catalogue is supplemented
by various indexes, some of which (namely those of the mi-
niature paintings, initial lines, etc.) aré the first of
their kind.

The Catalogﬁe of the Armenian Manuscripts in the Harou-

tune Hazarian_Collection will undoubtedly have its special

~place in the long list qf mgnuscfipt‘gétalogﬁgé; andifuture'f“
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generations will regard Hardutune Hazarian's name with due

respect and admiration,
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PREFACE

Armenian manuscripts are presently scattered throughout
the world in various museums, libraries and small private col-
lections, For almost a hundred and fifty years these manus-
cripts have been pericdically catalogued and made available
to armenologists., There are, however, many collections which
have not yet been scientifically described. During the past
decade the lMashtots Matenadaran has published several catalo-
guee those previously compiled but left unprinted, as well
as those prepared by the staff members themselves, To this
latter category belongs the following cetdlogue of the la-
routune Hazarian Collection,

Haroutune Haza#ian is a native of Ceasaria and a gradua-~
te of the Gumushian School. In his youth he had emigrated
to the United States wﬂere he‘established himself and re-
mained in the fur‘trade until recently. But despite the de-~
mands of his business, he always took an active part in ar-
menian socialylife, maintaining his links with his mother-
land, Armenia, Mr. Hazarian is one of those rare patriots»
who, since the First World War, has entirely dedicated him-
gelf to the recovery of the historical treasures of the Ar-~
menian people, thus enriching the museums and libraries of
his homeland, He has presented many rare museum pieces,
paintings, draw1ngs, 1etters and documents to the Holy See

od
vof Etchmlad21n, the State Art Gallery of Yerevan aq\the

7

. s
e o i i 2t e



Charents Museum of Literature and Art, as well as his own
private collection of abouti400 manuscripts to the Mashtots
ilatenadaran.,

Haroutune Hazarian's donations are not just casual pre-
sents. He is profoundly convinced that the final resting
place of our cultural wealth is Armenia, where every con-
dition for its preservation and thorough study exists.

"The manuscripts and other legacies of our nation," he
once said, "I consider lost to us forever, so long as they
remain in foreign museums or institutions and are not re-
turned to our motherland, to the people who created them."

In 1972, thanks to the efforts of Professor Vazgen Bar-
seghian of Renssalaer Polytechnical Institute (USA), the
Armenian manuscripts in the Hazarian Collection of KNew York
were microfilmed and sent to Yerevan. Subsequently the ad-
ministration of the Mashtots Matenadaran undertook the task
of their description,

A total of 116 manuscripts are 1lsted 87 of which are
complete books, while 19 are fragments.

The complete codices consist of 27 copies of the Gos-
pels, 12 of the Book of Psalms, 10 Ritual books, 8 lymnals,
3 Breviaries, 3 Menologies, 2 Dictionaries, 2 liissals, 2
Ph&lacteries, 2 Books of Poems and 2 Calendars of Feasts.
Besides these, the collection includes one copy each of
an Astrology Book, a Physionomy, a Chronology of the 0l1d

Testament, a Book of Canons, a lLectionary, a Book of In-
terpretations, a Book of Sermons and a Grammar Book. The
remaining 6 codices in the collection are Miscellanies:

one of them (pg:§9)icontains,a complete version:of Aéé-
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thangelos' History;VWhile'ahbtﬁer manuscript (no.16) inclu-
des Armenian folklore material. Among the more interesting
ones are the Book of Poems (no. 41) compiled in 1558 by
Barsegh Varaketsi, and the Book of Canons copied in 1643
by Hovhannes Sebastafsi.

The manuscripts, which date from the thirteenth to nine-
teenth centuries, bear the following chronological order:
2 MSS from the thirteenth; 5 MSS from the fourteenth; 9 INSS
from the fifteenth; 9 MSS from the sixteenth; 45 KSS from
the seventeenth; 14 MS5S from the eighteenth; and 3 MSS from
the nineteenth. The oldest is the Gospels (no. 86) copied
by Hovhannes Arkayeghbayr in Grner in 1280, gand the most
recent is Glossary of Ghemical Terms (no. 70) compiled in
Constantinople in 1866.

According to their place of origin,.single copies of

codices are from the following centers: Adrianople, Akn,

Artske, Avndants, Basra, Brgnik, Gomagyugh Jerusalem, Zei- f,pf,i

toun, Kharabasta, Karln, the monastery of Kyuregh Constan-i‘

tlnople, Aleppo, Gharahlssar, Samson, Sis, Varak and the
village of Manoush. 2 codices each are from Amida, Echmia-
dzin and Sebastia, 3 from Evdokia and Toumarza and 4 from

New Julfa, The places of origin of the other 51 manuscripts

i

are unknown.

The names of the scribes have been recorded in 46 of
"4\6'(‘

the manuscripts. 35 manuscripts bear the names of i%s do-

nors, while 13 illuminated manuscripts bear the names of

“heir
rfs illuminators and other important persons, Among them

are such well-known miniature painters as Sarkis Pidzsak
sy A D- -
(no;;&1, 132?0“2Hovhannes,Kronavor (nos/71,i}364 A.D.),




Minas the painter (ﬁ;:431,'14§8;A.D.), Hakob (no. 50, 1574
A.D.) and Mkrtich the Priest (no. 53, 1679 A.D.).

The manuscripts have numerous colophons which date from
the time of their writing onwards, often by those of the
authors themselves, The colophons refer for the most part
to the history of the creation of the manuscripts or to
their bequest to #ise future generations. They often con-
tain informgtion about historical events. The oldest colo-
phon dates from 1101 (no. 60), and the latest from 1975
(no. 83).

23 of the manuscrirts have fly—ieaves, which are frag-
ments of other old manuscripts, and are mainly of parchment
in uncial lettering., There are also fl&—leaves in Assyrian,
Latin and Greek, the oldest of them dating from the ninth
century.

As for the 19 fragments described in the second part
of the Catalogue, most of them had been the fly—leaves to
'vmanuscrlpts, and have great paleographlc value. The more
interesting are the follow1ng. a f;agment of Yeghlsheh'
History of Armenia (no. 11), the colophon of a ransomed
manuscript dated 1209 (no. 10), and 2 folios of the Gos-
pg}s illuminated by Toros Sarkavak in 1311 (no. 19).

- As an aid to scholars, the Catalogue is supplemented
by various indexes, some of which (namely those of the mi-
niature paintings, initial lines, etc.) are the first of
their kind.

The Catalogﬁe of the Armenian Manuscripts in the Harou-
tune Hazarian Collectlon will undoubtedly have its special

place 1n the long llst of manuscrlpt catalogues,'and future
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generations will regard Haroutune Hazarian's name with due

respect and admiration,
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