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January 10, 1980 

Professor Vartan Grigorian 
Provost 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Professor Grigorian: 

We had the pleasure recently to discuss with 
you the possibility of material assistance from 
the University of Pennsylvania or from soarees 
close to it in the projected publication of a 
catalog of Armenian Manuscripts in the collection 
of Mr. Harutiun Hazarian. It would be gratifying 
to learn of your thoughts in this matter, at your 
convenience. We are enclosing a copy of the Pre
face by Mr. Eganian of the Armenian Madenataran 
in Erevan. 

We hope you enjoyed a blessed Christmas, and 
pray that the Lord grant you and all your loved ones 
joy, good health, longevity and prosperity in the 
new year. 

Enclosure 
ATM/VV 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manooqian 
Primate 
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?wpbpp eLfr1wg~n~J_u~b~an~w6 ~wJ~w~wL lb~w~phre u~~n~w~ bL 

wz~wr~r ~wrp&r PwL~wpwLLhrn~J n~ ~rw~wrwLLbrn~U· lb~w~rw~wL 

w~wLA.pL .fn.pp ~w.[w.pw6nLbp ~wL Lwlt. JwuLw~np wLl.wLg Jo~: '[;n~rt 

J~~ Lt. ~tu ~wr t 1 pL£ ~pwL~ ~wppbpwpwp L~wrw~rn~n~J Lt. ~rn~n~J 

bL ~WJW~t~Lbpp ~r~Jw~rn~P&wL Lbp~nJI UW~WJL ?b~Lt.u ~wL zw~ 

~WLW~wanL&p, npnL~ eu~ wJbLwJLp ~r~w~wL ~w~zw~ Jw~wr7w~n&[ U~

zw~n~wa Lt. L~wrw~pn~wa £hLI lfwz~ngfr wLn~wL C.pL l.b~w~pbpfr pLu

~r~n~~\ ifw~&Lw~pwLfr w~w~w~frgLbpfr twL~bpn.[ qhpgpL ~wuLwJbw~

Lbpn~J ~pw~wrw~ &L ~wLn~bL wLgbwLLhpn~J ~w~pwu~n~wa 1 pL~~tu 

Lwlt. Lnr ~w~Jn~wa Jfr zwp~ lb~w~pwgn~gw~Lhp: ~&pgpLLbppg t ~w

~wpbwL ~w~w~wanJfr L&p~wJ· gn~gw~e: 

8wrn~Pr~L ~w~wp&wLg pLp~ ~buwpwgfr t, qp~Jr~zbwL qwpdwpwLp 

uwL: Cpp~wuwp~ ~wpp~n~J Lw ~wu~w~n~bL t UJbpp~wJp UpwgbwL Lw

~wL~Lbpn~J Lt. JpL£lt. .[hpgpL ~wppLbpu ~pw~nLhL Jn~z~w~p w~lt.~pnq: 

~{' wz~w~wL~pL ~nL~w~b~ Lw ~np&eL JwuLw~gnL{rlfr~L t nLLbgbL C.wJ 

~wuwpw~w~wL ~bwL~pL\ ufrz~ ~n~JLnpnzn~wa 7t~fr ~wJphLfr bp~ppe 1 

7~~p ~nrC.r7wJpL ~wJwu~wL: ~w wJL &~w~fr C.wJn1'7frLbppg ~~ np w

~wtf7L C.wuwz~wpC.wJpL ~w~&rw~Jpg Jb~nJ F"L"rwLnLtr ~bp~nq L~a

n~bg Jbp rn~nqp~p C.n~Lt.np uzw~nJ{rlfr gfrpnLgwL b~~a Jwun~L.pLbpp 

~r~nLP&wL ~np6pL 1 ~pwLgnq ~wppbpwpwp C.wpu~wgL&Ln.f. C.wJpbLfr 

(rlwL~wr'wLLbpL n ~ ~pw~wpwLLbpu I ~w pw,~JwPp &. C.w~n Lw~fr ~~ (rlwL~w

pwLwJpL ppbp 1 ~b~wL~wp{w~wL ~~w~Lbp 1 ~awL~wpLbp 1 Lwuw~Lbr n~ 

~wu~w(rl~{rlbp t Ln~frpwpbpbL ~tJfrw&Lfr ifwJl' UPn~pL 1 Cplt.wLp ~b~w-

4_wL Uf.WU1~bpwupw~frL 1 l;~pzt !}wp&Lgfr wLn~wL ~rw~wLn~{rlbwL Lt. wr

n~~.'!~f (rlwL~wpwLpL 1 pu~ 1/wz~ngp wLn~wL U'w~&Lw7w['wLnLJ n~Lb

gwb Lrw L"~JwL Jo~nbLnLJ t 400 l.b~w~pw~wL JpwLnpp: 

~rL· ~w~wrbwLp WJU Ln~frrw~nn~Pr~LL&re Uf.wwwC.w4_wL FL"J(rl ~bL 

4_pn~J· Lw ~npwUf.tu C.wun~n~wa t 1 np fr qbptnJ wz~wp~nq Jt~ g~p

nLwa C.wJ uzw~nLPWJfrL wpdt.pLbpp qbptLw~wL ~WLW.p~~&~frL UWJ{' 

C.wJpbLp~L t, nL{' uwb~anLwa &L P"L"f' Uf.WJUwLL&re 7rwLg ~ WUf.W-
1 

C.nq n~wL~wPwp Uf.WC.~wLnLflhwL 1 Lt. C.wJw~n~JwLp nLunLJLwuppnL/dbwL 

C.wJwp: 

,,l..wJpbLfr.pi;L 7"Lpu,..! ufr WTLp(dnq wubL t Lw.,- C.wJ~wft.wL J.bn...w-
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pwpLnJP Lp&.PbrJt Jn'ln~w6nLbp bL 1 npnLgpg Jl;~f! (~60) pn~wL~w

~n&.J I; Lwl.&. U~wPwL~&'lnup ~WUIUn&.PbwL Jp w&fpn'llw~wL oppLw~ 1 pu~ 

Jl;~ """f'PZI! (m 1~)' pwLw<;p&.uw~wL J/1 zwr.p Lf. .. Phr: U~w&.bL n&.zw
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dWJwLw~w~rw~wL w~n&.Jn~ WJU Jw~&wLLbre Pn&.w~pn&.n&.J bL ~ 

~wrbs &lfriJ~l.&. cfiP ~wrl ?rwligfrg 2-j ~ 7wrfrs hfJ~ 5-t!' c:Jff~ 9-t:' dC 1 

9-t:' ~~ 45-g' ~~~ 14-e' 0C 1 fru~ Jfr&.u 3-1!' ~p. <;Lw'tnJLI! 1280-

pL q~Lbpn&.J 8n~c;wLLI;u Ur~wJb'lp•r eL~oppLw~w6 U&.bUiwpwLIJ I; c~ 

86) I pu~ Lnrw'tnJLe \ 1 (JfUI_pL 1T)o tun""" ~wq_Jn &.w6 .ppJpw~wiJ hq_r b rr 
pw~'tf'.P"J~I! (• 70)1 
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J""-"' "ljwpplin,_u1 Y/r&.(''l/1 ~wL.pn&.J 1 ~· ~· tun&.J 1 l.wLw~n&.J 1 12wrw<:p

uwpn&.J1 UwLn&.zn&. ~b'ln&.a/ 1 UwuunLn&.J 1 Uun&.u 1 ~wpwq.n&.J 1 2-w~wL' 

Uvr'ln&.JI ctJf.w6LnLJJ Ubpwu~/lwJnLJJ 3-w~wiJ' CL'l"~PWJOLUJ SnL

Jwpq_wJnLJ 1.&. 4 l..bn..wr~c/lr' Lnp ~nL'J.WJn'-J: ~wgbwL 51 J..bn..w'trbpp 

ttr~n,_Pbw~ ~wJpbpe JWJwL/1 ~bL: 
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PREFACE 

Armenian manuscripts are presently scattered throughout 

the world in various museums, libraries and small private col-
' lections. For almost a hundred and fifty years these manus-

cripts have been periodically catalogued and made available 

to armenolog:tists. There are, however, many collections which 

have not yet been scientifically described. During the past 

decade the Mashtots Matenadaran has published several catalo-

gues: tljose previously compiled but left unprinted, as well 

as those prepared by the staff members themselves. To this 

latter category belongs the following catalogue of the Ha-

routune Hazarian Collection. 

Haroutune Hazarian is a ~tive of Ceasaria and a gradu~-

te of the Gumushian School. In his youth he had emigrated 

to the United States \vhere he established himself and re-

mained in the fur trade until recently. But despite the de-

mands of his business, he always took an active phl·t in Ar

menian social life, maintaining his links with his mother-

land, Armenia. Mr. Hazarian is one of those rare patriots 

wp.o, since the First World War, has entirely dedic&ted him-

se·lf to the recovery of the historical treasures of the .h.r-

menian people,. thus enriching the museums and libraries of 

his homeland. He has presented many rare museum pieces, 

paintings, drawings, letters and documents to the Holy See 
. ~ll. 

of Etchmiadzin,'' the State Art. Gallery of Yerevan a~ the 
/ ' 
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Charents Museum ·of .Literature and Art, as well as his own 

private collection of about 400 manuscripts to the Mashtots 

Matenadaran. 

Haroutune Hazarian's donations are not just casual pre-

sents. He is profoundly convinced that the final resting 

place of our cultural wealth is Armenia, where every con-

dition for its preservation and thorough study exists. 

"The manuscripts and other legacies of our nation," he 

once said, "I consider lost to us forever, so long as they 

remain in foreign museums or institutions and are not re

turned to our motherl&nd, to the people who created them." 

In 1972, thanks to the efforts of Professor Vazgen Bar

seghian of Renssalaer Polytechnical Institute (USA), the 

Armenian manuscripts in the Hazarian Collection of New York 

were microfilmed and sent to Yerevan. Subsequently the ad-

ministration of the Mashtots Matenadaran undertook the task 

of their description. 

A total of 116 manuscripts are listed, 87 of which ar~ 

complete books, while 19 are fragments. 
. ' 

The complete codices consist of 27 copies of the Gos

pels, 12 of the Book of Psalms, 10 Ritual books, 8 HyJr.nals, 

3 Breviaries, 3 Menologies, 2 Dictionaries, 2 I1Iissa1s, 2 

Phylacteries, 2 Books of Poems and 2 Calendars of Feasts. 

Besides these, .the collection includes one copy each of 

an Astrology Book, a Physionomy, a Chronology of the Old. 

Testament, a Book of Canons, a Lectionary, a Book of In

terpretations, a Book of Sermons and a Grammar Book. The 

remaining 6 codices in -the collection are Miscellanies: 

one of them (no.60) coni;ains. a complete version.: of Aga-
': • ; " ~ • ~ ,<' ., ... 

j . 
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thangelos' History,. whlle another manuscript (no.16) inclu-

des Armenian folklore material. Among the more interesting 

ones are the Book of Poems (no. 41) compiled in 1558 by 

Barsegh Varaketsi, and the Book of Canons copied in 164.3 

by Hovhannes Sebastatsi. 

The manuscripts, which date from the thirteenth to nine

teenth centuries, bear the following chronological order: 

2 MSS from the thirteenth; 5 MSS from the fourteenth; 9 1~S 

from the fifteenth; 9 MSS from the sixteenth; 45 MSS from 

the seventeenth; 14 MSS from the eighteenth; and 3 MSS from 

the nineteenth. The oldest is the Gospels (no. 86) copied 

by Hovhannes Arkayeghbayr in Grner in 1280, 8nd the most 

recent is qlossary of Ohemical Terms (no. 70) compiled in 

Constantinople in 1866. 

According to their place of origin, single copies of 

codices are fro~ the following centers: Adrianople, Akn, 

Artske, Avndants, Basra, Brgnik, Gomagyugh, Jerusalem, Zei_

toun, Kharabasta, _Karin, the monastery of Kyuregh, Constan-
.. • 

tinople, Aleppo, Gharahissar, Samson, Sis, Varak and the 

village of Ivlanoush. 2 codices each are from Amida, Echmia

dzin and Sebastia, 3 from Evdokia and Toumarza and 4 from 
\ 

New Julfa. The places of origin of the other 51 manuscripts 

are unknown. 

The nrunes of the scribes have been recorded in 46 of 
--!-he; r 

the manuscripts. 35 manuscripts bear the names of ~ do-

nors, while 13 illuminated manuscripts bear the names of 
~\r . T illuminators and other important persons. Among them 

are such well-known miniature painters as Sarkis Pidzak 

A~~ (no~i' 1, 132~~, Hovhannes Kronavor (no,;1 71, 1364 A."D.), 

. 1 

4 
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Minas the painter (:nc;,., 31, 1458 A.D.), Hakob (no. 50, 1574 

A.D.) and Mkrtich the Priest (no. 53, 1679 A.D.). 

The manuscripts have numerous colophons which date from 

the time of their writing onwards, often by those of the 

authors themselves. The colophons refer for the most part 

to the history of the creation of the manuscripts or to 

their bequest to .._ future generations. They often con

tain inform~tion about historical events. The oldest colo

phon dates from 1101 (no. 60), and the latest from 1975 

(no. 83). 

23 of the manuscripts have fly-leaves, which are frag-

ments of other old manuscripts, and are mainly of parchment 

in uncial lettering. There are also fly-leaves in Assyrian, 

Latin and Greek, the oldest of them dating from the ninth 

century. 

As for the 19 fragm~nts described in the second part 

of the Catalogue, most of them had been the fly-leaves to 

manuscripts, and have great paleographic value. The more 

interestingare the following: a f;ragment of Yeghisheh's 

History of Armenia (no- 11), the colophon of a ransomed 

manuscript dated 1209 (no. 10), and 2 folios of the Gos

pels illuminated by Toros Sarkavak in 1311 (no. 19)~ 

- As an aid to scholars, the Catalogue is supplemented 

by various ind~xes, some of which (namely those of the mi

niature paintings, initial lines, etc.) are the first of 

their kind. 

The Catalogue of the Armenian ~.lanuscripts in the Harou

tune Hazarian Collection will undoubtedly have its special 

place in the long list of manuscript catalogues, and future 
·:,.~ '}~'-:. 
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generations will re_g~d Haroutune Hazarian's name with due 

respect and admiration. 

/ 
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?wphpp ~LPwg~n~J_u~h~an~wa ~~~~J~w~wt lh~w~phpe u0~n~ws &L 

wz~wr~r ~wpphp PwL~wpwLLhpn~J n~ ~pw~wpwLL&pn~J. l&~wq.pw~wt 

w~wLl.pL cpn.pp ~wl[_w.pwanLilp lt_wL LwfL JwuLw~np wLlwLg Jo~: r;n~rt. 

J~~ lL ~~u ~~~~r t, pL( ~pwL~ ~wpphpwpwp L~wpw~pn~n~J lL ~rn~n~J 

&t ~WJW~~~Lbpp ~rwJw~pn~PbwL Lhp~nJ, UW~WJL ~&~~u ~wL zw~ 

~~~~~w.pwanLhp 1 npnL~ eu~ wJhLwJLP ~p~wlt_wL ~~~~~zw~ Jw~wp~wlt_nq J~

zwlt_n~wa lL Lit.wpw~pn~wa (hLI lfwz~ngp wLnL.wL C.pt l.b~w~r&pp f7Lu

~r~""~' Uw~&Lw~pwL~ wz~w~wlt_pgLbpp t.wL~&pnl[_ l[hrt.rL ~wuLwJbwlt_

Lbpn~J ~pw~wpw~ hL ~wLn~hL wLgbwLLbrn~J ~~~~~pwu~n~wa, rt(~~u 

LwfL Lnr !t.w~Jn~wa Jp zwr~ l.h~w~rwgnL.gwlt_Lbp: ~bpt_pLLbppg ~ ~~~~

~wpbwL ~wL.w.pwanJ~ Lbplt.wJ gnL.gwlt_e: 

8wpn~Pr~L ~~~~~wpbwLe pLplt_ lt_buwpwg~ t, ~pL.Jp~zbwL qwpJwpwLp 

uwL: crr~wuwp~ ~wpp~nL.J Lw ~~~~u~w~n~bL ~ UJbpfolt.wJP ifflwgbwL Lw
C.wL~LbpnL.J lL JpL~lL qbpt_pL ~wppL&ru ~pw~nL.bL JnL.z~wlt.p w~~~pnq: 

~r wz~w~wL.ppL ~"~~wC.b~ Lw ~nraeL JwuLw~gnL.Pfl~L ~ nL.LbgbL ~~~~J 

~wuwrw~wlt.wL ~&wL~pL' Jrz~ lt_n~JLnpnznL.w6 ~~~P ~wJp&Lp hrlt.rr~ 1 
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PREFACE 

Armenian manuscripts are presently scattered throughout 

the world in various museums, libraries and small private col-

lections. For almost a hundred and fifty years these manus

cripts have been periodically catalogued and made available 

to armenolog:iists. There are, however, many collections which 

have not yet been scientifically described. Durin~ the past i 

decade the Mashtots Matenadaran has published several catalo

gue~: tijose previously compiled but left unprinted, as well 
< 

as those prepared by the staff members themselves. To this 
" latter category belongs the following catalogue of the Ha-

routune Hazarian Collection. 

Haroutune Hazarian is a native of Ceasaria and a gradu~

te of the Gu~ushian School. In his youth he had emigrated 

to the United States ·where he established himself and re-

mained in the fur trade until recently. But despite the de-

mands of his business, he always ~ook an active part in ;,r

menian social life, maintaining his links with his mother

land, Armenia. A~. Hazarian is one of those rare patriots 

w9o, since the First World War, has entirely dedic~ted him

se·lf to the recovery of the historical treasures of the Ar-

menian people,. thus enriching the museums and libraries of 

his homeland. He has presented many rare museum pieces, 

paintings, drawings, letters and documents to the Holy See 
w-J.. 

of Etchmiadzin, the State Art Gallery of Yerevan a~ the 
/ 
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Charents Museum of Literature a~d Art, as well as his own 

private collection of about 400 manuscripts to the Mashtots 

Matenadaran. 

Haroutune Hazarian's donations are not just casual pre

sents. He is profoundly convinced that the final resting 

place of our cultural wealth is Armenia, where every con-

dition for its preservation and thorough study exists. 

"The manuscripts and other legacies of our nation," he 

once said, "I consider lost to us forever, so long as they 

remain in foreign museums or institutions and are not re-

turned to our motherland, to the people who created them." 

In 1972, thanks to the efforts of Professor Vazgen Bar

seghian of Renssalaer Polytechnical Institute (USA), the 

Armenian manuscripts in the Hazarian Collection of New York 

were microfilmed and sent to Yerevan. Subsequently the ad-

ministration of the Mashtots 1iat·enadaran undertook the task 

of their description. 

A total of 116 manuscripts are listed, 87 of which are 

complete books, while 19 are frag~ents. 

The complete codices consist of 27 copies of the Gos

pels, 12 of the Book of Psalms, 10 Ritual books, 8 Hymnals, 

3 Breviaries, 3 Menologies, 2 Dictionaries, 2 I.~issals, 2 

Phylacteries, 2 Books of Poems and 2 Calendars of Feasts. 

Besides these, .the collection includes one copy each of 

an Astrology Book, a Physionomy, a Chronology of the Old 

Testament, a Book of Canons, a Lectionary, a Book of In-

terpretations, a Book of Sermons and a Grammar Book. The 

remaining 6 codices in~he collection are Miscellanies: 

one of them (no .60) contains a complete version.: of Aga-
~ . : '(:-";.·,·: ·.~. 
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thangelos' History,_ whlle another manuscript (no.16) inclu

des Armenian folklore material. Among the more interesting 

ones are the Book of Poems (no. 41) compiled in 1558 by 

Barsegh Varaketsi, and the Book of Canons copied in 1643 

by Hovhannes Sebastatsi. 

The manuscripts, which date from the thirteenth to nine

teenth centuries, bear the following chronological order: 

2 MSS from the thirteenth; 5 MSS from the fourteenth; 9 MSS 

from the fifteenth;. 9 MSS from the s~teenth; 45 MSS from 

the seventeenth; 14 MSS from the eighteenth; and 3 1illS from 

the nineteenth. The oldest is the Gospels (no. 86) copied 

by Hovhannes Arkayeghbayr in Grner in 1280, &nd the most 

recent is Plossary of Ohemical Terms (no. 70) compiled in 

Constantinople in 1866. 

According to their place of origin, single copies of 

codices are fro~ the following centers: Adrianople, Akn, 

Artske, Avndants, Basra, Brgnik, Gomagyugh, Jerusalem, Zei_

t~~' Kharabasta, _KariU, the monastery of Kyuregh, Constan-
~ ,'' ~ 

. . -· .. 
tinople, Aleppo, Gharahissar, Samson, Sis, Varak and the 

village of Manoueh. 2 codices each are from Amida, Echmia-

dzin and Sebastia, 3 from Evdokia and Toumarza and 4 from 

New Julfa. The places of origin of the other 51 manuscripts 

are unknown. 

The names of the scribes have been recorded in 46 of 
--the;r 

the manuscripts. 35 manuscripts bear the names of ~ do-

nors, while 13 illuminated manuscripts bear the names of 
-\-\-.eir . 
~ illuminators and other important persons. Among them 

are such well-known mi'niature painters as Sarkis Pidzak 
As~ . 

132~,, Hovha~es Kronavor (no~ 71, 1364 A.'D.), 
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Minas the painter (no. 31, 1458 A.D.), Hakob (no. 50, 1574 

A.D.) and Mkrtich the Priest (no. 53, 1679 A.D.). 

The manuscripts have numerous colophons which date from 

the time of their writing onwards, often by those of the 

authors themselves. The colophons refer for the most part 

to the history of the creation of the manuscripts or to 

their bequest to .._ future generations. They often con

tain informJtion about historical events. The oldest colo

phon dates from 1101 (no. 60), and the latest from 1975 

(no. 83). 

23 of the manuscripts have fly-leaves, which are frag-

ments of other old manuscripts, and are mainly of parcrunent 

in uncial lettering. There are also fly-leaves in Assyrian, 

Latin and Greek, the oldest of them dating from the ninth 

century. 

As for the 19 fragm~nts described in the second part 

of the Catalogue, most of them had been the fly-leaves to 

manuscripts, and have great paleogr~phic value. The more 

interesting are the following! a fragment of Yeghisheh's . 
Hist~ry of Armenia (no. 11), the colophon of a ransomed 

manuscript dated 1209 (no. 10), and 2 folios of the Gos

pels illuminated by Toros Sarkavak in 1311 (no. 19)~ •.. 
. As an aid to scholars, the Catalogue is supplemented 

by various inde::xes, some of which (namely those of the mi

niature paintings, initial lines, etc.) are the first of 

their kind. 

The Catalogue of the .Armenian Manuscripts in the Harou

tune Hazarian Collection will undoubtedly have its special 
-

place in the long list of manuscript catalogues, and future 
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generations will re_gard Harou:tune Hazarian' s name with due 

respect and admiration. 
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