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April 4, 1980

Ms. L.C. Lyons

Post Office Box 110
Lefferts Station
Brooklyn, WNew York 11225

Dear Ms. Lyons:

Thank vou for the picture of vour medallion and the en-

closed description. I am returning both, and suggest vou

contact either Dr. Paul Bedoukian,; a renowned Armenian numis-
matist who lives in Connecticut, or the American Numismatic
Society. Allow me to make the following observations on the
material enclosed, however.

1. Your picture shows only one side of the medallion, so I
am unable to examine most of the features described on the
attached paper, including the inscription.

2. The mythological references are garhled and unclear.

3. I do not know what 'Turkish-Tarni' means, and in any case
the Turks of 2000 years ago lived to the north of easgtern -
Central Asia and were not minting anything.

4. What reference comes from the 'Globe Publishing Company
Fncyclopedia'? You do not put your citations in quotation
rnarks.

The medallion may be a forgery or it may be of real in-
teregt, but on the basis of the information vou have provided
there is nothing Y can say about it. If yvou do go to the
American Numismatic Society, please take the medallion with
you so they can examine it carefully. In eases of this kind,
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photographs are not satisfactory for identifying much fine de-~
tail. I should be grateful to be informed of their conclusions.
With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

James R. Russell
Cultural Affairs

Fnclosures
JRR:myt
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