
April 28, 1980 

The Reverend Father Haik OOn1kian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
70 Jefferson Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908 

Dear Father Haik: 

We have received your letter of &pt11 14, 1980, regarding the replace
ment of the Pastor of the St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 

During a conversation with Mr. Crosby Kazarian, it has come to our 
attention that possibly we have indicated to him that your Parish Council 
or any sub-committee is free to interview potential candidates. 

At no time have we advised any person~ the Parish Council or the sub
committee that they are authorized to interview candidates. 

We did ask the Diocesan Council Chairman, Judge John K. Najarian, to 
advise the Chairman of the Parish Council to submit a letter to us regarding 
this matter which we have received. We also advised Judge Najarian to relay 
to your Parish Council Chairman that no candidates are to be considered or 
interviewed unless we first submit the names to you in writing. 

We are appointing Judge John K. Najarian~ Diocesan Council Chairman, 
as our direct representative fn this matter and you shall keep him advised 
of any meeting dates or developments. We shall submit names of pastoral 
candidates regarding any pastoral replacement. 

Hereby we submit the name of the Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan, the 
Pastor of St. John The Baptist Armenian Church in Miami, Florida. By May 11, 
1980. please inform us of the decision of the Parish Council. 

c.c. Parish Council Chairman 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
PrfmatP-
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April 15. 1980 

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor, St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

As we had informed you, it was possible to arrange for the 
Pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Providence9 
Rhode Island, tbe Reverend Father Haik Donikian, to serve as 
Assistant Pastor of St. John Armenian Church in Southfield, 
Michigan. 

In accordance with arrangements made with you and the Parish 
Council, Father Donikian will be transferred to your community 
towards the middle of May. We are certain that you will be able 
to fulfill cooperatively your tasks in the service of the social, 
educational, cultural and spiritual betterment of the lives of 
our people, for the greater glory of God. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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April 14, 1980 REV. FR. BAlK OONIJUAN 
Pastor 

His D:ninence Archbishop Torkom Hanoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

We wish to infor'm you that the Parish Council of St. Sahae and St. 
Hesrob Armenian Church has approved the formation of a committee 
to seek a clergyman for our parish. The committee is comprised of 
the following: 

Kachadoor Kazarian 
Hartin Bolodian 
George Cha.koian 
Ra.ffi Naj a.rian 
John Najarian 
A:ra Boghigian 

As you know, Rev. Ha.ik Ibnikian 1 s last celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy as pastor of our church will be Hay 11, 1980. Because of, 
the short period of time left and scheduled marriage ceremonies, 
baptisms, and other church functions, we urgently request the assign
ment of a clergyman on a permanent basis. 

The committee has directed Kachadoor Kazarian and John Najarian to 
speak with you this Friday, April 18, 1980, relati~~ to this matter. 

He anxiousl~r a1>1ai t your reply. 

Nathalie Yaghoo ian 
Secretary, Parish Council 

abJam 
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April 7, 1980 

The Very Reverend F,...r Paren Avedfkian 
Pastor~ St. John Annenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48o75 

Dear Father Paren: 

In a letter dated Febn.tary 12, 1980, to the Reverend Father Haile 
Oon1kian, Pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Provi
dence, Rhode Island, we expressed our agreement that he be transferred 
to your community as Assistant Pastor. 

In accordance with this aJTangement, Father Hafk will celebrate 
his last Divine Liturgy for his parish on Sunday, May 11. 1980, and 
on Tuesday, fl.ay 13 w111 depart for Southfield in order there to accept 
the post of Assistant Pastor of your parish. 

We are certain that all decisions regarding Father Ha1k's transfer 
and appointment will be scrupulously carried out, with a~tual under
standing and tn aecol"dance with the an-angements made. 

We wish you and the members of the parish council good health and 
success fn the performance of your duties fn the devoted service of 
our Church. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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April 7 • 1980 

The Reverend Father Hafk Oon1k1an 
Pastor and Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
70 Jefferson Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908 

Dear Father Haik: 

In our letter dated February 12, 1980, we agreed to your transfer 
to the St. John Armenian Apostolic Church of Southf1eld9 Michigan, *s 
Assistant Pastor. 

It would be suitable for you to celebrate your last Divine Liturgy 
at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church of Providence, 
Rhode Island, on May 11, and to depart for Southfield, Michigan, May 13~ 
to assume your n~1 post. 

In this connection we desire to inform you that we regard your two 
decades and more of faithful service as Pastor of St. SahaQ and St. Mes
rob Armenian Apostolic Church with profound gratiffcatfon.-We are certain 
that the Parish Council will make the proper arrangements for your fare
well celebration of the Divine liturgy and for a reception. 

We shall consult the Parish Council on the appointment of a new 
Pastor for our community at Providence~ and hope to make all necessary 
arrangements at the fitting time. 

We wish you, your family and the Parish Council good health, and 
pray for your success as you assume the responsibilities of the new posi
tion entrusted to you. 

cc:c. Mr. Ara Bohigfan 
Parish Council Chairman 

PrayerfullY~ 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



. . 

llpdu:bw2tutp If 
8. ~~J~ Jil~J• 8obpqbwb 
~ntlflt U. Vwiw4 bt U. Ubupnfll b4b1fbgtn; 
lJmJuwqwi 1'rfvw~.,lJ lllnpinlpflp 
ct·pw:J.jwt t bu. 

Ut1£1b l jt 8t,p ~~~~1 q, 

ltftt 36701. 
~~pntep 13, 1980 

.lou~tfwllw41lll fMIIWgwt) blip dbp /#llqplllqjtpf!, nprnl. tf!wt/twp f.t~J JIIIJa'tll;jtp 
WJL t;wtfwJllf Je ~"~~P"'Pl' 

UJu 4•1Jf~t~l{gnt{Jbwtfp qpw~ tjlllp UwruP~ltt•/t U. BntJ.t;m'ilutu ~r•l•l 
blfb1bgtnJ ~nqbtnp ~n~pt ~nq2• 8. $t~Jntu ~: ~P'l• Utb•flpbw'bpll, 
npflt "'IIIIMIIUf!;tu'U Uf! Utlllll9fii'IJ ~} 1980 ~ U.pn LIIJ(I 5Jt'll: 

8/}2 bwt uwuffi~/t'fl tit'. tlbqp 4e •bttbl{•grup np U. BntJ. iwllbtu U~er
•P l l.Jlftuz bg tn J r:rfuwl!e/fl Junp 'in trrw iw•d• J u ~ d bq [!bqn' u j1 l t•ppb t 
oq'1Jw4wb t;ntJ.pt tJ.bpnJPlbwt Clfb1bgLnJ, bt qe ~uqpntP np qbp,bw
qw'fJ ~iU{tqWI}(lttL@/u.bllbpe euwll bt Ulfl"LJi dbp tlbqllnulf• jiltt.Wit•llf!: 
llb'llf: btu ieuclau4u:Ju bur WJ u t,wpqllltfpntpbw'tJ: ~•ubgtg •J u Jwupl.: 
iwqnpiJ•49iJt ~~~~JP ;;>umtufll ibftu 

ll/lUl WJIJ &fbbr U~t•P !wbwbf' ~nqlanp intJ.ta U[! li2•'lteftbt rJ;pw«{Jl
~tuufl U. Uwiwlf bt U. Ubul'"l"Al &fbp tJqb'l,bgLnJ tiwd'~~tp, bL WJU wn'Lilnt
@bwtfp qt~~pblfi qwr•qwqpnLfJbwlJ Uf! &lwu/{11 fllnwfjJll umJ•fiml atuzbwq ucfi•ls 
tqcu ~blls;:' b>ftnu!J.w'tt IBn(' littL(Ultp 

~nrqnu url~PUqn1nu 

l.!nw,9unpq 



February 6, 1980 

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 
St. John Annenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

Thank you for your letter of January 31, 1980, and the information 
it contains regarding the decision of the Parish Council and its inter
view with Father Haig Donikian with a view towards his appointment as 
Assistant Pastor of St. John Armenian Church. 

We are in agreement with the various points made and are pleased 
to confirm our approval of the appointment; we shall notify Father 
Haig and all other concerned parties at the earliest opportunity, as 
well, 

May God send His blessings of peace, health and joy to you and 
to all the members of your parish, and may He grant Father Haig the 
light of His grace as he undertakes his task of service to our Church 
and people. 

c.c. Parish Council Chairman 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Surpazan Hayr: 

* SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 4807!5 

January 31, 1980 

The Parish Council of St. John's Armenian Church has pursued 
your recommendation of the Rev. Fr. Haig Donikian as the Assistant 
Pastor of St. John's Armenian Church by inviting him to come to 
our Parish for the purpose of meeting him personally to discuss 
his probable contributions to our Parish as the Assistant Pastor. 

Following a meeting with Fr. Donikian on Thursday, January 24, 
the Parish Council came to the decision to accept your recommendation 
of Fr. Donikian for the position of Assistant Pastor of St. John's. 
On Tuesday, January 29, the Parish Council made the following 
decisions regarding Father Haig's probable assignment to St. John's 
as the Assistant Pastor. 

Fr. Haig's annual stipend will be $25,000, which represents 
stipend, as well as, all allowances. In addition, Fr. Donikian 
will be provided with a car, all expenses for which, excluding 
insurance, will be Fr. Donikian's responsibility. Fr. Donikian 
will be provided with medical insurance under our Church's plan 
with the Blue-Cross, Blue Shield Insurance Company. Also, his 
life insurance will be covered through the Church's policy for 
our employees. In addition, we will comply with the Diocesan 
retirement program by paying $750 annually under the IRA system. 
As far as Fr. Donikian's and his family's moving expenses to 
Detroit, the Parish Council decided to allocate an all inclusive 
sum of $2500. 

May I also at this time, on behalf of the Council, request 
that Fr. Donikian's assignment to St. John's be made at the 
earliest, without causing undue hardship to Your Eminence or to 
Fr. Donikian and his family. 
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Page 2 

As far as the understanding between the Pastor and the 
Assistant Pastor is concerned,, both the Parish Council and I 
feel that there is no need for a written document. I have 
discussed this with Fr. Donikian at great length and he also 
indicated his agreement. 

For Your Eminence's information, the following should 
constitute the guidelines to which the Assistant Pastor should 
adhere: 

In connection with the Sacraments and the Rites within 
St. John's, the Pastor will make the assignments. 

The Pastor is fully responsible for the Parish, and the 
Assistant Pastor will be assigned responsibilites as needed. 
In the absence of the Pastor, the Assistant Pastor will assume 
full responsibility for the Parish. 

The Pastor alone is the presiding officer at Parish Council 
meetings. The Assistant Pastor is kept abreast of the developments 
within the Parish Council by receiving regularly, the minutes of 
the Parish Council meetings. In the absence of the Pastor, the 
Assistant Pastor will preside at Parish Council meetings. 

Responsibility for Church Organizations also falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Pastor. The Pastor will preside at Church 
Organizations• meetings. The Assistant Pastor will be present 
at Church Organizations' meetings. The Pastor will delegate 
organizational responsibilities to the Assistant Pastor as 
needed. 

The Pastor will initiate and maintain relations with 
organizations not affiliated with the Church. The Pastor may 
choose to delegate s4ch responsibilities to the Assistant Pastor. 

- ;~· 

The Assistant Pastor will submit a weekly written report to 
the Pastor for his information only. 

It is advisable that the Assistant Pastor refrain from 
accepting gifts from parishioners in connection with the 
Sacraments and Rites. 

We hope that Your Eminence will find the above appropriate 
and satisfactory, and will communicate this information to 
Fr. Donikian. Expecting to hear from Your Eminence at your 
earliest convenience, I remain, 

PA/la 

Respectfully yours, 

t;,{&~ A~~~h~ 
Father Paren Avedikian 

Pastor 
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