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April 28, 1980

The Reverend Father Haik Donikian

Pastor and President of the Parish Counci]
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church
70 Jefferson Street

Providence. Rhode Island 02908

Dear Father Haik:

We have received your letter of 8ptil 14, 1980, regarding the replace-
ment of the Pastor of the St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolfic Church
in Providence. Rhode Island.

During a conversation with Mr. Crosby Kazarian, it has come to our
attention that possibly we have indicated to him that your Parish Council
or any sub-committee is free to interview potential candidates.

At no time have we advised any person, the Parish Council or the sub-
committee that they are authorized to interview candidates.

We did ask the Diocesan Council Chairman, Judge John K. Najarian, to
advise the Chairman of the Parish Council to submit a latter to us regarding
this matter which we have received. We also advised Judge Najarian to relay
to your Parish Council Chairman that no candidates are to be considered or
interviewed unless we first submit the names to you in writing.

We are appointing Judoe John K. Najarian, Diocesan Council Chairman,
as our direct representative in this matter and you shall keep him advised
of any meeting dates or developments. We shall submit names of pastoral
candidates regarding any pastoral replacement.

Hereby we submit the name of the Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan, the
Pastor of St. John The Baptist Armenian Church in Miami, Florida. By May 11,
1980, please inform us of the decision of the Parish Council.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Yorkom Manoogian
c.c. Parish Council Chafrman Primate



Rhe 26872
Ugppy 15, 1980

¢nglippnp$

8. ®wnty &, dpn. Utbwmppbuwl

¢ngliinp 2ndpr U. 8nfSwliutu Uhpmp, Glhbnbguny
bwhwqw$§ chwlal PBapSnepnf

Uanippdprom.

Uppb p Qwjp vanth,

hupwiv jwjwbwd thpby dbqp, Lupbip bawe Lwpgunpne-
Bhru puby np Spwipmtuu Pow Uy pugp dngbenp Impr Upd;.
S. 2wyl £5v . Souplibwb ownwyt pppli Oguahwl 2mpe Uwnif-
$bhimp Us BndSeliv Uhpap; Glhbabging

dwdwdw jy dbp b Shwlwly PapSnipnpn Sbe btned lupqunpne-
Pwug 8. Quyl £5U%y. Soupltel whwp ¢npwnpnirh dbp Swduibpphl
Jt9 Uujypu wdunt Yltubpril Lo Juews bup Bt gnpowlgupwp yh-
mh wpnhivwenplyp dbp pupl Spuqppubpp Jhp danndnpnfl pulib-
puwy b, UpPulel, Dehinifughl be Sngbenp Ybwuph pepqetwl-
dwl be Uunncdny punphl Sudup:

Uppny npfneipe

enrany Lrenfhvunany
UnwflUunpn



April 15, 1980

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor, St. John Armenian Church

22001 Northwestern Highway

Southfield, Michigan 48075

Dear Father Paren:

As we had informed you, it was possible to arrange for the
Pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Providence,
Rhode Island, tbe Reverend Father Haik Donikian, to serve as
Assistant Pastor of St. John Armenian Church in Southfield,
Michigan.

In accordance with arrangements made with you and the Parish
Council, Father Donikian will be transferred to your community
towards the middle of May. We are certain that you will be able
to fulfill cooperatively your tasks in the service of the social,
educational, cultural and spiritual betterment of the lives of
our people, for the greater glory of God.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate
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His Bminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 17016

Your Eminence:

We wish to inform you that the Parish Council of St. Sahag and St.
Mesrob Armenian Church has approved the formation of a committee
to seek a clergyman for our parish. The committee is comprised of
the following:

Kachadoor Kazarian
Martin Bolodien
George Chakoian
Raffi Najarian
John Najarian

Ara Boghigian

As you know, Rev, Haik Donikian's last celebration of the Divine
Liturpgy as pastor of our church will be May 11, 1980, Because of:
the short period of time left and scheduled marriage ceremonies,
baptisms, and other church functions, we urgently request the assign-
ment of a clergyman on a permanent basis.

The cormittee has directed Kachddoor Kazarisn and John Najarian to
speak with you this Friday, April 18, 1980, relative to this matter.

Ye anxiously await your reply.
With fi1li2]l love and devotion,

e

Rev, Halk Donikian
President, Parish Council

\ asbatic % o o
Nathalie Yaghoobian Ara Boghigé%

Secretary, Parish Council Chairmen, Parish Council

abjam



April 7, 1980

The Very Reverend Fakber Paren Avedikian
Pastor, St. John Armenian Church

22001 Northwestern High

Southfield, Michigan 75

Dear Father Paren:

In a letter dated February 12, 1980, to the Reverend Father Hafk
Donikfan, Pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, we expressed our agreement that he be transferred
to your community as Assistant Pastor.

In accordance with this arrangement, Father Haik will celebrate
his last Divine Liturgy for his parish on Sunday, May 11, 1980, and
on Tuesday, May 13 will depart for Southfield in order there to accept
the post of Assistant Pastor of your parish.

We are certain that all decisions regarding Father Haik's transfer
and appointment will be scrupulously carried out, with mutual under-
standing and in accordance with the arrangements made.

He wish you and the members of the parish council good health and
succgss in the performance of your duties in the devoted service of
our Church.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate
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Aprﬂ 7. 1980

The Reverend Father Hatk Donikfan

Pastor and Chairman of the Parish Council
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenfan Church
70 Jefferson Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02908

Dear Father Haik:

In our letter dated February 12, 1980, we agreed tc your transfer
to the St. John Armenian Apostolic Church of Southfield, Michigan, &s
Assistant Pastor.

It would be suitable for you to celebrate your last Divine Liturgy
at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church of Providence,
Rhode Island, on May 11, and to depart for Southfield, Michigan, May 13,
to assume your new post.

In this connection we desire to inform vou that we regard your two
decades and more of faithful service as Pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mes-
rob Armenian Apostolic Church with profound gratification. He are certain
that the Parish Council will make the proper arrangements for your fare-
well celebration of the Divine Liturgy and for a reception.

We shall consult the Parish Council on the appointment of a new
Pastor for our community at Providence, and hope to make all necessary
arrangements at the fitting time.

We wish vou, your family and the Parish Council good health, and
pray for your success as you assume the responsibilities of the new posi-
tion entrusted to you.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manooaian
Primate
¢ce. Mr. Ara Bohigian
Parish Council Chairman



Phi 26701
¢hapniwp 12, 1980

Updubm)Unp$

8. 2ujl fSuy. Sobplibwy

rfpre U UwSwly b U. Uhupnyg Lhbobging
Vepwqu§ Shulul BapSnipnp

“pwdpabtlu.

Upph b Stp dwyy,

dudubinh by wwwguwd bup dbp punpeqppp, nped pwdep hp jejebtpp
wyi fedejup dp ¢nfpenpnify :

Uyu Lwgulgnipbwdyp qpwd Cpup Usnefdprup Us B8ndSubutu Pypap;
bBlybnbginy 2nqbienp Andpe &ngp. S. Pwattu o Ypn. ULbeppbuwlpl,
npdt guswubul Jp vewgwip 1980 ¢“hepaiep Shl:

Bpobwy wwdwlpu L9 Jugh Lp wbnblugnep np Us 8ndSwlbtu Ugpp~
why Slhlnbginy chwlywy Papinipnp Swdwduwylt b dGq punnifyy ppplic
oqUuuluy Smffie Jbpnjpobwg Uhbnbgeny, bo 4p kugpnep ap dbpfiw-
wu YupqunpreBpeubpp ppret be dpnach dbp Jhlunwlh Bnrwluip:
Vaup beu Swdwdwjyl bup wiu jwpqenpniPbey: qwibgbtp wju duupl
Swanpneligpt {s)p swnbupl Sbm:

Upu; wyn Jbbp yhap Pwbebp Saqbinp Smfpie Jp Upebslby Spudp-
wbtbufp U UwSwl be Us Ubupnyg Jbp blhlinbginy Swdep, b wju wnti;ne-
Phudp lwpbi b Qupqunpnibwl dp Jwopb enwfpl wapnd wbnbwl gyhep
g Sbbgp rhwlpl Papiniepnn e

Uppny nqfniupe

BRnrany LrLsssiuniny
L Uunpr

Opjiuwly® Shuwlpst BapSnipnp Uebwahefil



February 6, 1930

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor and President of the Parish Council
St. John Armenian Church

22001 Northwestern Highway

Southfield, Michigan 48075

Dear Father Paren:

Thank you for your letter of January 31, 1980, and the information
it contains regarding the decision of the Parish Council and its inter-
view with Father Haig Donikian with a view towards his appointment as
Assistant Pastor of St. John Armenian Church.

We are in agreement with the various points made and are pleased
to confirm our approval of the appointment; we shall notify Father
Haig and all other concerned parties at the earliest opportunity, as
well,

May God send His blessings of peace, health and joy to you and
to all the members of your parish, and may He grant Father Haig the
1ight of His grace as he undertakes his task of service to our Church
and people.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

c.c. Parish Council Chairman
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$t. John's Armenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian
Pastor

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE (313) 569.34083 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075

January 31, 1980

His Eminence,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10016

Surpazan Hayr:

The Parish Council of St. John's Armenian Church has pursued
your recommendation of the Rev. Fr. Haig Donikian as the Assistant
Pastor of St. John's Armenian Church by inviting him to come to
our Parish for the purpose of meeting him personally to discuss
his probable contributions to our Parish as the Assistant Pastor.

Following a meeting with Fr. Donikian on Thursday, January 24,
the Parish Council came to the decision to accept your recommendation
of Fr. Donikian for the position of Assistant Pastor of St. John's.
On Tuesday, January 29, the Parish Council made the following
decisions regarding Father Haig's probable assignment to St. John's
as the Assistant Pastor.

Fr. Haig's annual stipend will be $25,000, which represents
stipend, as well as, all allowances. In addition, Fr. Donikian
will be provided with a car, all expenses for which, excluding
insurance, will be Fr. Donikian's responsibility. Fr. Donikian
will be provided with medical insurance under our Church's plan
with the Blue-Cross, Blue Shield Insurance Company. Also, his
1ife insurance will be covered through the Church's policy for
our employees. In addition, we will comply with the Diocesan
retirement program by paying $750 annually under the IRA system.
As far as Fr. Donikian's and his family's moving expenses to
Detroit, the Parish Council decided to allocate an all inclusive
sum of $2500.

May I also at this time, on behalf of the Council, request
that Fr. Donikian's assignment to St. John's be made at the
earliest, without causing undue hardship to Your Eminence or to
Fr. Donikian and his family.
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As far as the understanding between the Pastor and the
Assistant Pastor is concerned, both the Parish Council and I
feel that there is no need for a written document. I have
discussed this with Fr. Donikian at great length and he also
indicated his agreement.

For Your Eminence's information, the following should
constitute the guidelines to which the Assistant Pastor should
adhere:

In connection with the Sacraments and the Rites within
St. John's, the Pastor will make the assignments.

The Pastor is fully responsible for the Parish, and the
Assistant Pastor will be assigned responsibilites as needed.
In the absence of the Pastor, the Assistant Pastor will assume
full responsibility for the Parish.

The Pastor alone is the presiding officer at Parish Council
meetings. The Assistant Pastor is kept abreast of the developments
within the Parish Council by receiving regularly, the minutes of
the Parish Council meetings. In the absence of the Pastor, the
Assistant Pastor will preside at Parish Council meetings.

Responsibility for Church Organizations also falls under the
Jurisdiction of the Pastor. The Pastor will preside at Church
Organizations' meetings. The Assistant Pastor will be present
at Church Organizations' meetings. The Pastor will delegate
organizational responsibilities to the Assistant Pastor as
needed.

The Pastor will initiate and maintain relations with
organizations not affiliated with the Church. The Pastor may
choose to delegate such responsibilities to the Assistant Pastor.

The Assistant Pastor will submit a weekly written report to
the Pastor for his information only.

It is advisable that the Assistant Pastor refrain from
accepting gifts from parishioners in connection with the
Sacraments. and Rites.

We hope that Your Eminence will find the above appropriate
and satisfactory, and will communicate this information to
Fr. Donikian. Expecting to hear from Your Eminence at your
earliest convenience, I remain,

Respectfully yours,

Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor

PA/1a
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: REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN
dayp Pastor
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