
v verend Oiran Papazian, ·t ; tor 
President of Parish Council 
··t. John's Armenian Church of 
Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Hi~hway 
Southfield, ~ichigan 48075 

near Father Diran: 

September 27J 1· 71 

At the last session on September 23rd, t'.e '.'iacesan 
;'ounci 1 discussed with you various particulars eoacerning the 
Detroit Parish. as it had done last month with representatives 
n · the Parish Council. 

We are now prepared to make a decisioa affecting your 
parish, which in our judgment, ill resolve the existiag diffi
culties. Before we announce our decision, ~o~ev r, :~wish to 
offer you and your Parish Council a further opportunity to sit 
together and jointly arrive at a solution you can both approve, 
even if sueh a solution is tesporary in nature. 

We would much prefer acting on your recoaaendatioas 
}rintly arrived at, ather than having to i•pose a solution our
selves. But in either event. ,.fi' will not delay 111uch lo•aer. :,.;, 
must receive whatever reeomaeadation you eaa •ate by October lSth, 
!~71, so that our future course of actioa with regard to the 
·-·r;troi t parish may be determined with dispatch. 

We pray that the Lord will guide all of you to reasoa
able and just attitudes that will serve His purpose best. 

cc: Mr. Michael Mer.regian 

P'.r;.;,yerfully, 

·rchbishop Torkoa Manoogian 
Priaate 



;; . 

v/ 

cc: St. John's Armenian Church File 
Crosby M. Goshgarian 
Michael Megregian 
Father Diran Papazian 
Edward Korkoian 

All'. Dani.•l Shahan 
23305 Nattlngham Dz-lv• 
Biz-mingham, Michl?an 48~l0 

Dtta.,. Jbt. Shahan: 

Bop•fuZty, you az-tt a'lfleat.ly aware that w• haf1tt 
dtnJi,lttd to acced11 to th~ DB t:z-ci t Parish Counoi l '• :;ish•• 
to be p•r•i"tttld to uo!'k out an und•Pstandine amongst 
tht~mse l"e•. Pas tor and Pal"iah Cou,zai l Memb.arts ~ fo'!' the 
~oopttrativtt and t.?ffaativ~ administ!'ation of chu:z-oh 
affairs. 

W• have directed th~t such a workinq agz-••m•nt 
be dt~u.atopsd in a Joint wu1etin1 of the Pariah Counoi'L, 
the Delegates and the Pastors. uith Archbishop Sion 
Nanoogi.an pPelfi(ling. Tis would bo most p1-:utaed if you 
would aocspt the appointm~nt as ChaiPman of that meeting. 
and a•y othBl'B that may be called for the purposa, if 
more than one is ns~essa~y. We have enclosed a copy of 
ths lette.,. to the Parish Council ~hi~h contatne alt th• 
detaits of ouP instruotions. 

~ay the Lord guide your efforts to oonotusions 
that wilt str•ngthen our Chw~ch and our underBta~ding of 
t'ltlah othstt. 

ao: Hi• Emineno• 
Arohbiahop Sion Manoogian 

A~chblshop Tol'kom Manoogian 
Primate 



~everend ~tran Pa~azian 
;1 a:::tor 
?resident Paris~ Council 

~ovember 19, 1971 

v1t. Jolin t;.r"'leniaH C'lurcil :)f Greater !)etroft 
zz;.:Gl ;~ort:nvastern iHrJn·.;~a;r 
Southfield. 'i1chiqan 42J75 

Ae ~re ~lanninJ our 1972 Reqional ~eettngs ~ell in advance in 
order tc e~ohastze the increasin1 i~oortance we associate ~tth the~. 
Je ~ant to ~ate certain that our-oar~sh council aeMbers and dele~ates 
have sufficient notice of the ~eftinqt ~e ourselves, Prt~ate and~ 
0iocasan Council ~e~bers. may be able to plan and preoare to attend. 

~e expect to co~munfcate directly with all involved. orepare 
Htd distri::;ute copia~ of the iqendrl. a<td otber1,.1se •.>fort for oro
duct1ve meetinJS. Out the f1rst ste? is the arrange~ent of the 
sc~ed~le and the consent of the host parish. ~e have enclosed the 
schedule which restricts t~e ~eetings to a 11~itad partod, enabling 
u~ to contact all our parishes witn as little variance to time as 
Jusstbla, also indicated are the hast oarfsh~s, of which yours fs 
') 1h~. 

~e urge that you make ever; effort to accept this schedulet 
since ~akin~ any cnange would involve several areas. ~e bODe also 
that you will agree ta serve as the host parish for your re1ion. 

Please let us hear fro~ you at your earliest convenience. 

cc: ~'~r. iHc?-tael ·~eqreqi an 
Chairman 

t ncl os ure 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom ~anoo1fan 
p r1 1-'\il te: 



. 
!> 
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UP. SOl{.lU'L'LtU lfltPS~~ lUSB. bltb'lb8~ 
UbtrU't-ns'L st-~rns~t-

~t. 3fobn's ~rmcnian cteburcb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

REV. DIRAN PAPAZIAN 
VERY REV. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 

PASTORS 

I 

2.2.001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 356-1910 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace, 

December 8, 1971 

Pursuant to your directive dated November 16, 1971, the Pastor(s), 
Parish Council, and Diocesan Delegates of St. John's Armenian Church, 
together with the Most Rev. Archbishop Sion Manoogian, have established the 
enclosed operating procedure to be followed by the Pastor(s) and Parish 
Council. 

In accordance with your request Mr. Daniel Shahan was chairman of the 
meetings that were held and copies of the minutes are enclosed herein to serve 
as official confirmation to the agreements that were reached. 

We sincerely believe that compliance to the enclosed operating procedure, 
together with a renewed dedication of purpose by both the Parish Council and 
Pastor(s), will carry our Parish and Church to greater success and glory. We 
therefore respectfully request your review and approval. 

This letter also confirms the planned meeting in your office on Tuesday, 
December 14, 1971, with Fr. Diran Papazian and Mr. Michael Megregian. 

~!iP2fl~~9t/i<l~ 
Archbishop Sion Manoogian ) 
Bishop in Residence, 

~~i-~~nt Meeting 

Rev. Fr. Diran~ 
Pastor 

L- rJ . \ · 1 '-In \ '(. \ >-t'--· I '.J.s.;-(i, t\.,f;....-..... 
Very Rev. Paren Avedikian 

Assistant Pastor 

respectfully, 

Da iel 
Diocesan Delegate 

Chairman of Special Joint Meeting 

cc: Mr. C. M. Goshgarian, Chairman of Diocesan Council 



'l'he Reverend Dtran Papazian 
Pastor 
President of Pariah council 

/. t. John Armenian Chach ol Deteoit 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
outhfield, Ivlichigan 4807 5 

Dear !''ather Diran: 

March l, 1972 

l have enclosed a recording and other material t:oncernlog Harpist usanaa MUdoD.lan 
from Belgium about whom I spoke to .l"atber Paren on the phone. uaanna is an outstand
ind performer and I urge that whatever is possible be done for a concert sometime in late 
Aprll. 

he will be performing at the Cathedral on April 24, and we would like to arraoge 
further concerts in Detroit, Philadelphia.pand hoston &Diftime oow week whether before 
or one week after our date. I lmsgine weekeads are best for such a concert, but the 
weekday evenings can also be considered. 

We have beea assured by :. usBDDa '• maaager that he will help in local promotion 
through harp societies, eta., and so aesure a certain number olnon ArmeDian atteud• 
ance. 

As 1 said there will be a cost of between $600 and $650, which includes transpor
tatlDD, fee, everythiDg. we feel it is well worth it, and that with appropdate attead
a.nce, a good llaJIIle could also be assured for the church. 

May I urge your most sympathetic consideaation of this propoaal. 

cc: Mr. Michael Meil'eglaa 
Chairman 

·incerely, 

Jack Antreaulan 
Execu.t1 ve Director 



bco; DEACfJJi KASPARIAN 

l'f,s B•v•r••d i1i.z-an l?ap,uian. 
Ra•fi.or 
?rt~eiden* ~~ Part11h CownaiL 
s,. John A,_sni4~ Churoh of 

Gr11ater D~tr•it 
./ ~:oc~ .~"!t,nt~•~t~~n iii.uh~Jall . 

~Q~tu;t~~~~ M1an~~aH 4807' 

W11 azttl i.ntol"t.III<J vii aiiti;.ain.al"iar. ~lfrhae J Oitc .. aiaa 
l'tilfjQPai111iJ t.lt.tt p01111i.irll.it.s; Of bi.l!l el07kiN.g llli'n i;Ok lltld 
Father PAr~n thi• •u.aer in QU~ ~apaoliJ ia ~hi.on ~ • .au 
of ••r•i•• to ~o~r Cnuron and ao•~kntt¥· ~. ar- ~war• 
of Mi.okat~L'• •p•atat tnt.t~~7MIIt in mlMist.rM ~o sh• •iok •nJ 
thll Clf!liUi. • 

We approvw and appreaiat• thi• arra•g••••i; a• ii ~ill 
not. ont~ •zpo•• Miona•L to pari•h £if•. bui a£eo tha' ~ia 
~~~~i.41111 wi~l. b• n•l.pfuL '" vour Ch~r•h. W• ••• God'• 
bl•efli.BgS Ui'DR a'J..Z :JiJUl" WOI'tlaJI ••dlltJ110Z'# • 

Aroni;;.it~hop lDritom MatWOfl ian 
J-·riaate 



The Reverend Diran Papazian 
Pastor 
President of Parish Council 
St. John Armenian Church 
of Greater Detroit 

22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Diran: 

August 2, 1972 

His Grace, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian will be 
visiting your parish on Wednesday, August 9th, 1972. 

He will leave Cleveland that day on North Central 
Airlines flight 345 which departs at 1:05 p.m., and will 
arrive in Detroit at 12:40 p.m. On Thursday, August lOth, 
His Grace will leave for Boston at 11:10 a.m. 

We ask that you please make the necessary arranse
ments with regard to meeting him at the airport and his 
stay in Detroit. 

His Grace bas requested that a meeting with the 
Parish Council of your Church be arranged for Wednesday 
evening, and that you please apprise him of the scheduled 
time. 

cc: Mr. Michael Megregian 
Parish Council Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Jack Autreassian 
Executive Director 



The Reverend Diran Papazian 
Pastor 

~President of Parish Council 
St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Uighway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Diran: 

March 24, 1972 

~le are most grateful for your parish's 
remittance of $7~000.00 for the emerqency drive 
of the Diocese to cover it~ deficit of 1971. 

The spirit of your response was most en
couraging and appreciated. 

JA/ec 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

,Jack Antreassian 
Executive Director 

cc: Mr. Michael r-tegregian 
Chairman 



The Rovereacl uiraa Papaaiaa 
Pastor 
Presideat of Parish Council 

j St. Jolin Araeniaa Church of Gr•ater Detroit 
22001 North•estera Highway 
Soutbfie14, Mlehii&B 48075 

AU,IlUt 11. 1972 

~• are plaaaiaa our 1972 fall Rea1oaal W•etiars ••11 la a4vaaee 
to sake certaia that ovr Parish Coucc11 aeaber• asul 01ocesaa Delegates 
aavo svfficient aotice of the aeotiags. 

We expect to coaaualcate directly vitb all iaYolved.. pre9are 
an4 distribute copies of the ageacla, aaa ota•rwis• work for produc
tive aeetia~s. But the first step is the arraace .. at of the schecl
ule wbich. restricts the aeetiass to a liait:ed. perio4, ~a&itli~lg us 
to coatact all oar pal"ishes with as little variaace 11l U.ae as 
possible. We have eaclose~ a copy of the scba4u1o for the ae1ioaal 
Aeetla~s on wklch the host parish•s are 1n4ieated. 

We urge tnat you •ake every effort to acce1t this sche4~1e, 
s iaco arutkiai aay c!t&JlieS ~~~tout& iavol Yo several areas.. We hope 
also that you will asr•• to serve as the hGst partsb for your Regtoaal 
Meet lag. 

Prayerfully. 

Arebbishop Tortom ~&aOOJl&u 
Primate 



The Very Reverend Paron Avedikian 
Assistant Pastor 
St. John Araenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paron: 

August 23, 1972 

How would it be if we brought tho coin exhibit out to Detroit 
sometime in September, at no cost to your parish? It is possible 
that we can got a generous donor to pay the bill. 

This is only because we are anxious to aet our Araenian values 
before our people, and to give our parishes soae valuable programs. 
Please bring this to the attention of your cultural coaaittee, and 
let me know. 

If the answer is yes, have someone send ae a floor sketch of 
the room it is going to be in, with windows and doors clearly marked, 
so that we aay aake necessary preliminary plans. ;~lso what cases 
will be available to us for the coins. 

I hope to hear affirmatively. 

Last weekend we set the show up in Montreal and it was very 
impressive. 

Best wishes. 

JA/ec 

cc; Mr. ~ichael Megreaian 

Sincerely, 

Jack Aatreassian 
Executive Director 



j 

The Reverend Diran Papazian 
Pastor 
President of Parish Council 

August 2»,. 1972 

St. Joha Araeaiaa Church of Gr•ater Detroit 
22001 Nortbwestern Hishway 
Soutbfield, iofiehigan 480'15 

Dear Father Oiran: 

In Nay of 1973 a major ~estival-Baaaar will be 
presented at our Diocesan Headquarters, as a way of as
suriaa a substantial income for the Diocese, and also as 
one of the programs to celebrate our 75th A&niversary. 

We bave appoiato4 Mrs. Hdward Agababiaa aad &r. 
Nikit Ordjaaian as Co-Chairmen of this fuaetion. 

They will approach you directly in the near future 
in order to develop ways in whicll soae of yeur parish
ioners ~ignt participate. 

We urge that they be shown every eourtesy and 
eoo~eration. 

ATM/ee 

Arehbisbop Torko• Maaoogiaa 
Priaato 

ec: /Mr. Michael Megregiaa 



--
... ~ 

Septe .. er lS, 19i2 

The Very ••••read Parea Avedikiaa 
Paator 
Preaideat of Pariah Couacil 
St. 3oha Araeaiaa Charch 
of Greater Detroit 
22001 Morthweatera Bisbvay 
So•tafiald, Miehtaaa 4107S 

Dear Father Parea~ 

Ve rearat that we caaaot be with yea oa tbe occaatoa 
of the teatiaoaial baa,aet betas teadered ia boaor of 
rataer Diraa Papaaiaa by the Detroit coaauaity oa the 
lSth of October. 

We have deaiaaate4 Hr. Edward &orkoiaa to be the 
repreaeatatiYe of the Dioeeaaa Coaacil aad e&preaa, oa 
our behalf. oar atacere beat viabea for rather Diraa'• 
continued lea4erahip aad futare aecoapllahaeata ia the 
sacred taak of aarYiaa oar Lord, ••r Ch•reh aad oar 
people. 

Throaahout the fifteen yeera. hie dedicated aervice 
to our Church aad oar Dioceae baa beea truly appraclatad. 
aad we pray that ha will coatiaae hie afforte with the 
Lord'a bleaetaaa alwaya. 

cc: Mr. &award Korko1aa 

Prayerfally, 

Archhiahop Torkoa Maaooaiaa 
Prf.aat• 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 212 686·0710 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 

The Reverend Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 
President of the Parish Council 
St. John~s Armenian Church 

~ of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

January 30, 1973 

We have received your letter of January 15, 1973, 
and address ourselves to the questions posed. 

The Primate and the Diocesan Council have the unequivocal 
right to assign and transfer priests of the Diocese. A Parish 
Assembly has no authority whatever to review such decisions. 
Since it cannot be considered, it cannot be placed on the agenda, 
nor discussed under new business. 

The Parish Assembly cannot offer a resolution to the Diocesan 
Assembly on reassighments, because this is beyond the province of 
the Assembly, since the By-Laws provide the procedures for this. 

The Parish Assembly may offer an amendment to the By-Laws 
affecting the assignment and transfer of priests. If such a 
change is introduced and adopted, we shall all -- Primate, 
Diocesan Assembly and Parish Council -- abide by it, as we must 
abide by the By-Laws now and ~t all times. 

We hope this provides the necessary clarification of the 
issue posed. 

ATM/sm 

cc: Mr. Michael Megregian 
Chairman, Parish Council 

Prayerfully, 

a~,-:~~ hta...~~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



The Reverend Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 
President of the Parish Council 
St. John•s Armenian Church 
of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern lli9hway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

January 30, 1973 

We have received your letter of January 15, 1973, 
and address ourselves to the 1uastions posed. 

The Primate and the Diocesan Council have the une•1uivocal 
right to assign and transfer priests of the Diocese. A Pariah 
Assembly has no authority ~hatever to review such decisians. 
Since it cannot be considered, it cannot be placed on the aqeada, 
nor discuesed under new business. 

The Parish Assembly cannot offer a resolution to the Diocesan 
Assembly on rea:ssiqhaent.s, bec•use this is beyond the province of 
the Assembly, since the By-Laws provide the procedures for this. 

The Parish Assembly m•v offer an amendment to the By-Laws 
affecting the assignment a.nd transfer of priests. If such a 
ellange is introduc•d and adopted, we shall all -- Priaat.e. 
Diocesan Assembly and Parish Coancil ·- abide by it, as we mast 
abide by the By-Laws now and at all times. 

We hope this provides the necessary clarification of the 
issue posed. 

ATM/smMr. Michael Megre9ian 
Chairman, Parish Council 

cc: 

Prayerfully, 

Arcbbiahop Torkom Manooqian 
Primate 



Dr. Deaala .Papa&1&1:1, Caatrmaa 
Ala11 .Maaaoogiaa Caltaral Fud 
4901 Everareea 
Dearbora, Mlc.bigaa 48W 

Dear Dr. Papaa.taa: 

February 14, 1974 

ora behalf ol tb.e Board of Dtrectora of st. N...._ Scbool, oace apia we tura to 
the Alex .M.&DoollU Fad for a COAtributioa toward Ut.e realtzatloa ol a recruiti.D& 
procram wlllch St. Mere .. SCbool wW coadact tbia summer wttb the partlcipatioo 
of oar aemtaariaDB. ~ are beiag made to setld tile aemiaaria• oa a "miaaloa 
joUraey" throui.bout tile Easter& Dloc••· 
Wttb. four graduates la flve .r•ra si.Dce .moriag tile SCbeol to New York aad tbree 
additional gradn•tea la May of t.1ata y•r, there s .... to be a growlag lntereat 
amoag our people to kaow more abotat the School aDd the semiaari&D8, tbelr faalre 
clergymea or clMlrcll WOlken. Ia re1poase to thia aeed &ad with the 8ope of 
moil vatlll& other YOUC people to eater the Pl'i•tbood or otber church vocatioD8, 
we coastder Uaia misaloa very esseatial to tbe be1eflt of the Armeataa coa:unuDity. 
The aeminartaas U&emselv• are serious YOWIC ._ who are devottag their time 
aad eaetV for tJae fulflllmeat of th1a project. 

The School doea aot .bave flu.lde for tlWJ project because It operates oa a tight budget. 
This is the reu011 wlay we are turatag to you for a coatrihlltioa of $2000 to $1500 
to defray Ute expeas• of the Jouraey lD.volYi.ag six semtnartau vlaltiag 32 pariah• 
ill our Diocese. 

TJ:ae Board of Dlrectorw ol. St. Neraeas Scbool will indeed be crateful aDd apprec
iative ef you would give this matter yov positive cGDBideratioa. 

bee: Deacon Kasparian 
vb 

At-ebbUib.op Torkom Maaooglaa 
Prtma&e 



UP. sn~ZU'IJ'IJtU lfa.PS~2 ZUS8. ba.bttb8~ 
UhtrUctna'!J s .. ~rna~ .. 

~t. Jobn'£i ~rmentan ctburcb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

VERY REV. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 

PASTOR 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 356-1910 

His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

* SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

February 13, 1975 

I am in receipt of the copy of your letter of December 19, 1974, to 
our Pastor, Father Paren Avedikian regarding the relative roles of Pastor 
and Assistant Pastor in some specific Parish roles. 

The Detroit Parish in the past has had more than one clergyman serving 
the Parish and our experience with this situation is our guide today. Thus 
we think that it is better for both the clergymen and the Parish Council that 
only the Pastor be present at our Council meetings. It was for this reason 
that the Parish Council of St. John's asked our Pastor to prepare a written 
document to define as many of the responsibilities and functions as possible. 

This document was discussed with Father Michael in its entirety and was 
accepted by him before his appointment and acceptance of the position of 
Assistant Pastor of St. John's. 

This document was also accepted and reconfirmed by Your Grace in the 
clarified version of October 1, 1974. Although every possible situation that 
may arise cannot be covered by a document, yet on the other hand, there will 
be no validity in a document if points agreed upon are to be changed at will. 

We shall continue to conduct our meetings with only one clergyman present, 
the Pastor or with the Pastor's prior consent the Assistant Pastor in his 
absence. 

HT/rb 

Submitting these to Your Grace's consideration, I remain, 

Respectfully yours, 
I 

<.~ I'~ ... ':.// '>/-~f'.,,..-':,~-·~ ~ -~· ' 

Harry Terzian . 
Chairman, Parish Council 

of 
St. John's Armenian Church 



Very Rev. Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 
St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, !U.chigan 48075 

Dear Fr. Paren: 

February 19, 1975 

The Primate asked me to communicate to you the formula 
on the basis of which assessment ratios were determined. 
This was done on statistics furnished by the parishes three 
years ago. We attempted to bring the figures up to date, 
and recompute the assessments, but were unable to do so 
because parishes did not provide the necessary inforaation 
in the form needed. 

In any event the formula is as follows: 

In the computation of the proportion of each parishes 
obligation of the total assessment figure, SOt wei~lt 
was given to the income of the parish, 25% w•iqht to 
membership, 15% to the size of the community based on 
the mailing list, and lOt to the presence of a full
time pastor. 

It was on this basis that the assessment ratios were 
determined. 

The Pri~te also asked me to urge that you, Harry and 
Armen get together as soon as possible if you are to prepare 
a new system for the consideration of the Diocesan Council. 

We will look forward to hearing from you before March 
12 when the Council next meets. 

Sincerely, 

Jack Antreassian 



UP. SO&l.Zll'll'lltU trltrS~~ Zl198. bltb'l.b8~ 
trbtrll«t-nat s~P.rnaP.~ 

&t. Jobn's armenian ttburcb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

VERY REV. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

~ 
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 -1: 

--------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 356-1910 * 

Mr. Nubar Kupelian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue · 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Nubar, 

June 17, 1975 

aurpazan Hayr asked me to send the following to you: 

a. Detroit's Proposed Assessment System (12 copies). 

b. ACYOA New Revised Constitution, submitted by the 
Revision Committee, Fr. Dajad and myself, (20 copies). 

c. Tne last section of the Diocesan Council Meeting 
Minutes (One copy). 

As you notice in the minutes it was the desire of the 
Council that these items should be sent to the Diocesan Council 
Members before the meeting so that they may have a chance to 
study them prior to the meeting. 

That is all for now. Thank you. 

PA/rb 
Encls. 

Prayerfully, 

h.~(f__~ ~~j~~~ 
Fr. Paren Avedikian 

~!~ 
:f~ 

~/1.-

-.-~~ 
"f, 



Mr. Harry Terzian 
Chairmen, Parish Council 
St. John Ar.enian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Mr. Terzian: 

May 12, 1976 

We are looking forward to our visit to your parish on the 
May 23 weekend, when the raRk of Dzayrakouyn Vartabed will be 
bestowed on your pastor, Father Paren. 

We wfll be arriving on~ 2J at 3:01 p.m., via American Air-
1 ines flight 521, and are scheduled to leave for New York on May 
24 at 12:30 p.m. via American Airlines flight 478. 

We wish to inform you also that your assistant pastor, 
Father Michael, has been accorded the privilege of wearing the 
Pectora 1 Cross. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
PrfMte 



UP. BOiZll't.l.~U lfld'S~9. ZllBB. bltb'lb8~ 
lJbtructnsu s~'rns'~ 

6t. Jobn'' armenian GCburcb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian 
Clergyman In Residence 

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE <313) 569.3405 * 

December 6, 1977 

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero 
Assistant Pastor 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

Your decision to re-assign our Assistant Pastor, Rev. Fr. Michael 
Buttero, and our Clergyman in Residence, Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian 
to other parishes has left St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
in need of an additional clergyman. 

Although we are pleased that both Fr. Baret and Fr. Michael will be 
Pastors of their own parishes, the timing of these transfers has left us 
with a void that should not remain unfilled. 

The Parish Council of St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
asks that you consider the needs of our parish and make a clergyman avail
able to us in order to fulfill the requirements of the vast number of 
people that are associated with our parish. 

Requesting a favorable response, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

~MAy4~ 
Harry Te4ian 
Chairman, Parish Council 

HT/rb 



UP. Sn'lZillibtU UltrS~! ZI1S8. bltb'l.b8~ 
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OF GREATER DETROIT 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

August 17, 1978 

On behalf of the Parish Council of St. John's Armenian 
Church, I would like to express to Your Eminence our appreciation 
for your concern for the welfare of our Parish in your attempt 
to fill the position of Assistant Pastor, by recommending 
Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian and Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian. 

The Parish Council of St. John's had an opportunity to 
interview both of these clergymen individually, and at its 
Special Meeting on August 15, 1978, convened especially to 
review their interviews with both of the above clergymen, 
decided that both of these candidates are honest and sincere 
individuals. The Parish Council decided further that at this 
time rather than voting in favor or against the acceptability 
of these clergymen, they would defer judgment on them. 

Moreover, the Parish Council decided to ask Your Eminence 
to submit names of other candidates to be interviewed for the 
position of the Assistant Pastor. A judgment will then be 
made on all candidates. 

For the record, I wish to state that at the above Special 
Meeting, the Parish Council discussed the possibility of the 
assignment of the Very Rev. Fr. Viken Aykazian to our Parish in 
the future, and independently of this makes the above request 
for additional candidates to interview for the position of 
Assistant Pastor. 

Informing these decisions to Your Eminence, and awaiting 
for your economy, I remain, 

Respef{fully yoursft, 
1 ~' \~ ~J~\jq~ 

Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 
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VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

December 28, 1978 

At its meeting of December 19, 1978, the Parish Council 
of St. John's Armenian Church reevaluated the issue of 
selecting an Assistant Pastor from among the two candidates 
who were being considered for the position, namely, Father 
Arsen Barsamian and Father Garen Gdanian. 

It was decided by a majority vote that, at the present 
time, neither of the candidates would fulfill the qualifications 
and expectations of the St. John's Parish. 

May I remind you, however, that our Parish is still in 
need of an Assistant Pastor. 

PA/la 

Respectfully, 

t). r~ AJ'J~~L_ 
Father Paren Avedikian 

Pastor 



UP. 80\[.llll.l.tU lfltrS~i ZU88. · bltb'l.b8~ 
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Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
· Pastor 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE (313) 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

February 4, 1980 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

On behalf of the Parish Council and the parishioners 
of St. John's Armenian Church, I would like to express our 
gratitude for the visit of Your Eminence to our community 
on January 12, 13, and 14 as your official visit to our Parish. 

I am sorry that we were unable to proceed with the plans 
for the ground breaking for our building project during the 
occasion of Your Eminence's visit. Hopefully, within a few 
weeks the ground breaking can take place. I will inform Your 
Eminence in advance of the date so that you can be with us for 
this occasion. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for our community to worship 
with Your Eminence and to hear your message in the Church. We 
hope that the blessing of the Lord will be bestowed upon us and 
increase in us so that we may be able to receive the blessing of 
the Lord within our nation. 

We are enclosing two checks which represent an honorarium 
to Your Eminence and the reimbursement to the Diocese for your 
air fare. 

Thanking you again for your visit, and wishing you good 
health and continued strength to provide leadership to our Diocese, 
I remain, 

PA/la 

Respe~fully yours,jl \ 
\f\.V'~ (:\~ .iW~ 
Father Paren Avedikian 

Pastor 



April 30. 1980 

The Very Reverend Father Paren Aved1k1an 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 ~flthwes.tarn Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

We are pleased to inform you and your Parish Council that the 
Diocesan Council and the Board of Trustees have approved the sale 
of the 4.75 acres of land located 1n Sterling Heights, Michigan. 
owned by St. John Annenian Church of Greater Detl"fri:t~ ~;tbfiGJid;~ 
M1ch1gan, at the current market value, but not less than $18,oorr.oo 
t~~'t~eW thousand do 11 ars) • 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



/ 

November 25, 1980 

The Very Revvrend Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor, St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

This is to·inform you that His Eminence Archbishop Torkom 

Manoogian is scheduled to arrive in Detroit on Monday, December 

15, 1980, at 2:05p.m. on USAIR flight 197. He will leave for 

New York City on Tuesday, December 16, 1980 at 11:00 a.m. on 

American airlines flight 190. 

Yours atspectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 



UP. snat.Zlll.l.tU lfld'S~9. Zl198. bltb'lb8~ 
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REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN 
ASSISTANT PASTOR 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * 

VERY REV. FR. PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN 
STUDENT PRIEST 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

January 30, 1981 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

On behalf of the Armenian Community of Detroit and the 
Armenian Memorial Monument Committee of Greater Detroit, I 
officially invite you to participate in the unveiling 
ceremonies of the Martyrs Memorial Statue in Downtown Detroit 
on Easter Sunday, April 19, 1981 at 5:00 P.M. Gomidas Vartabed 
has been selected to represent the suffering of our people 
during the massacres. 

We are asking that you pray for the souls of the departed 
as well as deliver a brief address, 3-5 minutes in duration, 
at an appropriate time during the ceremonies. In order to 
avoid any possible problems regarding the participation of 
other clergymen, we will dispense with the complete requiem 
service. The possibility exists that the gathering will be 
asked to join in the singing of the EeVerin Yeroosaghem and 
Hayr Mer. 

This is our initial invitation to Your Eminence. Within 
a short time, you will receive further communication regarding 
the occasion, either from me or from the Committee Chairman. 

PA/la 

Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 



Building Project Committee 

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Honorary President 

Alex Manoogian 
Chairman, Apostolic Society 

Edward Mardigian 
President, Apostolic Society 

Hagop S. Derderian 
Secretary, Apostolic Society 

Harry Kezelian 
Treasurer, Apostolic Society 

Daniel Shahan 
Chairman, Project Committee 

Martin Apkarian 
Vice-Chairman 
Project Committee 

Artin Artinian 
Publicity 

Richard H. Simonian 
Finance 

Richard Apkarian 

Member Advisor 

Armen Hovnanian 
Member Advisor 

Harry Terzian 
Member Advisor ----

Arthur S. Mardigian 
Parish Council Liaison 
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St. John's Armenian Church 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC SOCIETY, INC. 

May 7, 1981 

Dear Parishioners and Friends: 

Please join us at a Champagne Reception and Dinner 
on Tuesday, June 16, 1981, 6:30 P.M., at the Church 
Cultural Building. This fund-raising event has been 
planned by the Armenian Apostolic Society for all those 
who wish to pledge a minimum of $500.00 for a two year 
period towards the expansion of the St. John's Armenian 
Church Complex. 

Our Youth Center - Senior Citizens Facility along 
with the Gymnasium will be a reality by July, 1981. 
Contributions from parishioners and friends, like yourself, 
encouraged us to commence with the development of the 
multi-phased project which will include the Kitchen, Multi
Purpose Meeting Rooms, Museum and Library. The expanded 
St. John's Complex will serve all of us, and for this 
reason, we are certain that you, too, will want to be a 
part of this dynamic project. 

Share in the future of the dynamic St. John's 
Community by adding your name to the growing list of 
supporters. Please call the Church Office for your 

-reservattcm prt-crr to .rune- 1 . - -- ·- - --~~--

We look forward to the pleasure of your company at 
the Champagne Reception and Dinner on Tuesday, June 16, 1981. 

Sincerely, ~ 

1 

/?~1 .· . 
~---:J~---_) 0 . "/ ' 

Alex Manoogian { Edward Mardigi 

• 

Chairman President 

/la 
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