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ubll!UJbupbp 1, 1967 

Uppng ~bLnu~bwug b4b~bgtnJ ~nt~pu 4bwu~c· rrwllltu W( b1w~ 
t JW[lWUlbt JW~w2~punlgbwu Ol'l.P uu: nl WJ~ SwupnLU ~[IWJ UiWUlW
{w& ~UnlW[lOl~PlUUbpc, upzU1 W( w~{t~ubr b'l.w& bu ubq pntnru ubw-
9CUb[nt Gl W~Wlb( ~OUlbUiuqb[nl, 4wpbuwt JW'l.~w{wpb(nl (wuwr w
utu mbuw4r ~"lCU~nUJubp: hu4 wu~p, JW2n'l.nlrPlUUG£1U W( ~wp&w& 
bu Ol[IW~nt~bwu bt pwu~w~w~nt~bwu w~p~ubp, WlG(P (Wlru, flW[l~
rru &~mbtnl (wuwp: 

~WUWJU~pu wugun~ ~wup uc mwppub[lnl unp 4bwu~C ~tp[oup ut2, 
b1Wl SzuwppU1 ([!&OlWU~r GL ~n(ntuwqnL~bwu zr2wu uc, ubp pnrn
p{tu (wuwr wupU1pp: Up~W[Ibt, ub[l unpw4b[IUJ bqb~bgLnJ 4wuwpubrntu 
ubpsbl, (bUJq(bUJt 4'w£p hl 4C pwquwuwJ ~PlC ubp (wLwUJwgbwtub
[IOlu, qnJ~ qll/[IOgub[lnL wzw4b[IUlnlpbwug Gl ~wquw4hrlllnl~bwug wu
~wuubpntu: 

~OJU9WU OL~W~W[P t ~pmb[ ubp (WlWUJwgbwr Jn~n~nL[I~PU UPl~W-
4wu WUlW~ qn(n~nl~PLUC, O[IOLU zunp({tL 4wrhtr b~Wl 4wp& uwuw
uw4nLWJ cu~wg~pu, ubp ~Ol~C OUUlG( UO[l OL UP[IOlU &4b'l.bgpn~ uc: 
tu sw2 ~UUJW( bu nr ubp UP[Ibgbwt ~~wqwuubpc, UJwqwt{tu UiPUlP zwpnL
uw4bu P[lbug wnwUJw~b~u UOlP[lWUlOLOL~btuubpu Ol ~pwuw4wu pnuUJntU'
ub[lc, nrllltuqb 4wrbtb CLlWJ b4b'l.bgpu wqwUJ 4wgntgwubr uuwgbwt 
U!W[lUJStu: 

~0£lW2tu b4b~bglOJ O~UWU G[l4£lO[l~ UlW[lG(pgpu bp2wup4 w~r~n~, 
4'w~o~bu w~ UuUJntw~, np pntnr~ W[ Uiw(t wnn~2 bt UlWJ nJd GL qw
P"'l."L~{ttu, nrllltuqp pulllltu wugbwtbu, WJUU btu 2W[l0lUW4t~ &bp pn
(O[!WUnttr ~WnWJOl~PLUC U[!png ~btnu~bwug b4b'l.bgtnJ, ubp wq~pu 
wuuwuwunt~bwu Gl UuUJnL~OJ JWLbmbuw4wu ~wn~[lu (wuwp: 

U{t[JnJ O'l.2nLu{ta. 
u.'l. o@'wpwp . ·-

Lf-~ ~' ~ i~ t\ U-tli ~~~ (];_4( 
4w~uv4 ~<uJ• ~wtrw£bwu) 



The l\ is tor~ of 
ft't. Leon's apostolic 

armenian (Jhurrh 

~HE Armenian community of Paterson had its beginning in 1880. In those 
\q early years, most of the immigrants came from Dekranagerd to establish 

themselves in Paterson. Families coming to Paterson during this time in
cluded the Chankalians, Toprahanians, Hamalians, and the Boghos Ajam
ians. Also present were Dicran Beshgeturian, Michael Tamazian and George 
Takaki ian. Most of the men were textile workers. 

Many Armenians immigrated to this country after the Armenian mas
sacre in Turkey in 1896. During this period the Armenian population in the 
Paterson area increased to 200, and within a few years reached 500. 

The first Armenian Church service was held in the local Episcopal 
Church in 1898. Divine Liturgy (Badarak) was performed by Bishop Hov
sep Saraj ian, who was the first primate of the Armenian Diocese of America. 

For the most part, however, the Armenian community attended service 
at the Holy Cross Armenian Church in Union City. Until 1930, the people 
of Paterson were satisfied having visiting pastors who came occasionally 
to celebrate Divine Liturgy, perform baptisms, weddings and funerals. These 
services were performed with the help of local deacons and acolytes. In 
those years, members of the Parish Council were Misak Dishian, Nazareth 
Sahatjian, Nemzour Sahatjian, Setrak Ajamian, Mardiros Telalian, Yeg
heshe Churchian, Hovhannes Dishian, Haig Dishian, Paul Jerrahian, Di
cran Abajian, Tookman Bakalian, Garabed Der Boghosian, Hannah Shahin
ian, Alexander H. Phillian, Jacob Nakashian, Hovsep Pusheejian, Richard 
Dishian, Mihran Noorigian and Mary Soghomonian. 

But the Armenian community in Paterson felt the necessity of having 
its own church and pastor. In 1929, the Parish Council under the leader
ship of the late Archbishop Mampre Calfayan decided to buy land for future 
use as a church site. Mampre (then) Vartabed Calfayan, who was serving 
as a visiting pastor in the late 1920's, made plans for purchase of a land 
site, but because of the depression, the project had to be abandoned. 

In 1932 at a special meeting presided over by Primate Archbishop Leon 
Tourian, a fund-raising committee was formed. Its purpose was to purchase 
the Episcopal Church called St. Luke, 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Paterson. 
Funds for the down payment were quickly raised and purchase of the Church 
secured through the offices of Tourian Archbishop and the Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church. Samuel- Hekemian, a real estate man, prepared the ne-

cessary papers for the purchase of the church. The fund-raising committee 
members were Harry Sohigian, Mugurdich Akellian, Dzovinar Nalbandian, 
Haig Dishian, Mihran Noorigian, Setrak Ajamian, Vartouhi Marootian, and 
Vartouhi Bakalian. Also, Hannah Shahinian, Manoosh Soghomonian, Paul 
Dishian, Sahag Avedisian, Alex Vartanesian, and Alex Phillian. 

The church was bought for $6,000 and more than $10,000 was spent 
during the following years for renovations and repairs. Although in the 
midst of depression, generous donations by faithful church members and 
by the sponsors of the church (Dr. H. Beshlian, Harry Sohigian, Misak 
Tfank, Charles and Elsie Holopikian, and the Kurkjian and Dishian Bro
thers) were made, and it was possible to pay the entire mortgage within 
two years. 

Parish Council members also sacrificed their time and effort to or
ganize the parish and have the church in a secure financial basis. The 
members of the first Parish Council in 1932 were Setrak Ajamian, Sesak 
Nalbandian (Khoren Kahana Mamigonian), Alex Phillian, Alex Vartanesian, 
Mihran Noorigan, Tookman Bakalian, Hagop Kafafian, Manoosh Soghomonian, 
and Hannah Shahinian. 

The pastors of the Paterson church have been: Rev. Fr. Hovhannes 
Kavookjian, 1936-1938; Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, 1939-1941; Rev. Fr. 
Vahan Jelalian, 1941-1947; Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian, 1948-1951; Rev. 
Fr. Arten Ashjian, 1951-1953; Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, 1954-1954; 
Rev. Fr. Vartan Assadourian, 1955-1957; and Rev. Fr. Carnig Hallajian, 
1958-Present. 

All pastors of the Paterson church have been devoted persons and 
have worked for the progress of the church. They have given spiritual gui
dance and leadership to the Armenian people in the Paterson area. Arch
bishop Mampre Calfayan, during his first pastorate in 1939-1941, initiated 
the task of restoring sections of the church. He was greatly aided by Sahag 
Avedisian, Armenak Mardirossian, Harry Sohigian and John and Karnig 
Nakashian. Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was able to bring into reality the 
general repair of the hall and alterations made in the church proper. 

Archbishop Kareken Hovsepian, primate of the Armenian Diocese of 
America, consecrated the church on October 5, 1941, and named it St. Leon's. 
The clergy participating during the consecration were Archbishop Mampre 
Calfayan, Bishop Hovsep Garabedian and Bishop Terenig Poladian. 

By the 1950's, it was becoming apparent that the parish was becoming 
too large for the church. It was generally agreed that plans be made for a 
new church building. Therefore, in February 1954, a testimonial dinner was 
held for the late Archbishop Mampre Calfayan. The funds raised at that 
time were used to spearhead the drive for a new church building. 

Then, in 1958, through the effort of the following Parish Council mem
bers: John Nakashian, Chairman; Jack Chekemian, Bared Dabaghian, An-



drew Dabbakian, Sarkis Jamgochian, Albert Mardirossian, Zaven Marootian, 
Leo Noorigian, Charles Pinajian, Andrew Purpuse, and Andrew Tilbian, 
and with the help of the late Mr. Haroutune Nakashian and Archbishop Mam
pre Calfayan (then primate of the North American Diocese), three acres of 
land were purchased on Saddle River Road in Fair Lawn as a site for the 
new church. This purchase was made possible by the use of the proceeds 
of the Calfayan Testimonial Dinner, and the sale of the old Parish House 
plus funds from the various church committees and members. 

The property contained two homes, one of which was converted into 
the parish house. The cost of the property, $33,500, was paid in a few 
years, as was the cost of an additional piece of property purchased on Tay
lor Road in Fair Lawn. 

The property on Taylor Road was purchased for $4,500 and was bought 
as a possible site for the parish house in the event that the parish house 
would have to be moved to make room for the construction of the new church. 
Several parishioners used their own funds to purchase this property for the 
church, knowing that it would be several years before they could be reim
bursed. 

Many plans were considered for the new church, with the realization 
that any plan finally selected would have to be within the financial means 
of the parishioners. 

In January of 1963, the Parish Assembly created an executive building 
committee and authorized it to spend approximately $165,000 to build u 
new church. In January of 1965, the Parish Assembly increased this figure 
by another $15,000. 

Members elected to the Executive Building Committee were: E. George 
Dabagian, General Chairman; John Nakashian and Andrew S. Tilbian, As-

I 
) 

sociate General Chairmen; Anthony Purpuse, Fund Raising; Andrew Dab
bakian, Building Construction Chairman; Zaven Marootian, Memorial Gifts; 
Edward Torosian, Finance; James Boyajian, Public Relations; and Miss 
Bette Noorigian, Executive Secretary. 

Others subsequently named to serve on the committee were Paul Ha
chigian, Co-Chairman of the Building Construction Committee, John Jerra
hian, Co-Chairman of the Fund-Raising Committee and George Bedrosian, 
Co-Chairman of the Memorial Gifts Committee. 

The building plans of the church were submitted by Neil Greydanus, 
Archi teet from Hawthorne, and with a few modifications, the church today 
conforms to these plans. 

On Sunday morning, September 22, 1963, Ground Blessing ceremonies 
were held on the property and that afternoon a fund raising Kick-Off dinner 
was held in the Chalet in Rochelle Park. Pledges and donations of approx
imately $80,000 were made during the day. 

In May of 1964, bids for the new church were received; all, however, 
were rejected as being too high. The Co-Chairmen of the Building Con
struction Committee then worked with the lowest bidders to reduce the cost 
of the church, and on January 10, 1965, the Executive Building Committee 
awarded a contract for $161,000 to Minnema Builders of Fair Lawn. At the 
same time, mortgaging arrangements were made with the National Community 
Bank of Fair Lawn for the borrowing of $135,000 at five per cent interest, 
with payments to run 20 years. 

Co-signers for the mortgage are John Azarian, E. George Dabagian, 
Paul Hachigian, Peter Jesraly, Zaven Marootian, Andrew Tilbian, Charles 
Pinaj ian, and Anthony Purpuse. 

Another important matter was also resolved at this time. 

Because of the limited frontage of the church property on Saddle River 
Road, and because of the close location of the parish house to this fron
tage, there had been much discussion as to the site of the church. The par
ish, for a number of years, had attempted to purchase an adjacent piece of 
property as a site for the church, and in January of 1965, our parish was 
able to make the purchase for $22,500. This is the property on which the 
church is now located. 

Construction of the church began in March 1965, and on April lOth the 
Blessing of the Foundation Stones was held. Officiating was Primate Arch
bishop Sion Manoogian, our pastor Der Carnig Hallajian, and visiting clergy 
from the Metropolitan Area. 

Serving as Godfathers for the Blessing of the Foundation Stones were: 
Michael Azarian, Levon Bedrosian, Richard Dabagian, Paul Hachigian, 
Peter Gamgochian, Donald Keil (in memory of his grandfather, Hovsep Dab-



bakian), John H. Nakashian, Mihran Noorigian, Richard Noorigian, Arthur 
Piranian, Edward Tfank (for his father, Misak Tfank), Andrew Tilbian, 
Samuel Tungrian, Hagop Vezirian, Gregory Voskian and Dr. Arshag Yak
oubian (for his mother, Mrs. Yeranig Yakoubian). 

The many years of work were brought to a climax in the Consecration 
Ceremonies of September 18 and 19, 1965. The ceremonies began on Sat
urday evening and resumed on Sunday morning, at which time the annointing 
of the alter and pillars of the church took place. The Godfathers were: 
John Harry Nakashian, Main Godfather; James Boyajian, E. George Daba
gian, Paul Hachigian, David Kalamian, Richard Karamian, George Maroo
tian, Aram Mazoujian, John Nakashian, Mihran Noorigian, Charles Pina
jian, Harry Sohigian, Martin Tarzian, Andrew S. Tilbian and Leon Yazma
jian. 

Officiating was Primate Archbishop Sion Manoogian with the assistance 
of the following clergy: Hyre Yeghishe Semon ian, Hyre V atche Hovsepian, 
Der Vartan Megherian, Der Arnak Kasparian, Der Mampre Kouzouian, and 
our Pastor, Der Carnig Hallajian. 

Participating on Saturday and on Sunday under the direction of Khos
rof Hamamjian was the Choirs of the Holy Cross, Union City, as well as 
St. Mary's, Irvington, and St. Thomas's, Tenafly, in conjunction with our 
own choir. The ceremonies were witnessed by our own faithful members 
and friends from neighboring parishes. 

On Sunday evening was the Celebration Banquet at the Chalet in Ro
chelle Parle This was attended by more than 500 parishioners and friends 
of St. Leon's. It must be noted that the generosity of these people on this 
occasion resulted in donations exceeding $20,000. The 1965 Parish Coun
cil who had worked with the Building Committee to make this historic event 
a success were as follows: Paul Hachigian, Chairman; John Azarian, James 
Boyajian, E. G. Dabagian, John Jerrahian, Aram Mazoujian, James Noori
gian, Charles Pinajian, and John Voskian. 

St. Leon's Armenian Church has been the only spiritual center for the 
past 30 years for Armenians in this area. The church has given spiritual 
and intellectual inspiration to her parishioners and has enabled them to 
worship their God and maintain their national and cultural heritage. 

It is the hope that the young generation, with faith and love, will con
tinue the task which their fathers began. The Armenian community trusts 
they will be able to strengthen themselves through St. Leon's Church and 
that they will raise their children in the faith of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. 
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urAna ~t~nu~tuua t~t~tar 
Rt~crucu--~trtou 

~&~crucub ~WJ ~w~nLPe u~uwa t qwqunLPL 1889w~wu 
~nLwqwuu&pnLU: Unw2ru wu~wu, WJ~ mwrbubpnLU t nr 
uba uwuwup Sr~rwuw4brmtu &~wa ~WU~OL~mubp (nu {wu
mwmnLWU bu: UunuguE 4c Jbzntpu 9wu~wtbwu, ~n0pw(wu 
bwu, ~wuwtbwu bL ~o~nu U~tubwu ppbug cumwup~ubpn~t 
Uun1pp bppmwuwp~ubp ~PWJtt ~w<uwqbwu, Sp~pwu m.t2-
~to@bLpbwu bL ~np£ ~w~w~~bwu: Uunugut zwmbre 4'cq
pw~tru ubmw~up numWJUWuqnL~bwupt 

1895p <wJqwqwu qnmnpwaubptu Jbmn;, ubp ~w~nt@pu 
wu~wuubpn1u ~PLC 4C pwp~pwuwJ 200p, np JbmnJ mwpp
ubpnL cu~wg~pu 4e <wuup upu~bL 500p <wzntb[n~ UWOL 
zrlw4wJ~r <wJ&rc: 

1898pu, wnwlru wu~wu C[[W[n~, (WJ bqb~bgwqwu w
pwpn~nL~PLU 4e ~wmwpn1p mb~tnJU t~puqn~nuw4wu bqb
~bgLnJ utl, ntp 4c ~wmwvw~t 8n~ut0 t~pu4n~nu Uwpw
£&wu, Uu&ppqw{wJng wnwlpu wnw2unr~c: 

vpu~bL 1980, u&p <wuwJu~c qw~nLwa tr tn1urcu Up 
~rr u. ~w! &4&~& 9 rru &t 4e pwtw~wuwJru~ wJ 9&tnL <n 
~PL~bpn~, npnus qnL~WJPU ~wppbpwpwp b1 4e ~wmwpw~t 
pu, u4rmnL~ptuubp, ~uw4ubp OL @w~ntuubp 4c qwmwpt
pu, bpp ~tm~ CLLWP, mb~w~wu uwp~WLW~u&pnL bt ~~rr
ubpnL wlw4gnL@bwup: 

UJ~ mwppubpntu, {n~wpwr!nL@bwu uwuuw~gwa bu Vp
uw~ Spzbwu, uwqwpt@ Uw<w@£bwu, Uwp~pu ~npbtbwu, b
~pzt 9tr!bwu, Ub~rw4 U&tubwu, 4wr~bm ~o~nu&wu, Vw 
unL2 Un~nunubwu, ~wueu tw<pubwu, Vwpmppnu ~ttwtbwu 
Bn4<. Sp2bwu, ~WJ~ Spzbwu, ~"l Jtpw<bwu, Sp~pwu U
~w,bwu, ~nL~UWU ~W~W[bwu, u~(pwu ~nLrb~bwu, Sp~pwu 
Sp2&wu, ~nL Spzbwu bt Bn~ut0 ¢nLunt&bwu: 

RwJg ubp (WUWJU~C upzm rnt4c pw~~W(I bt ~tm~c 4e 
q~wr nLUGUW[ rr u&0w4wu b4b~bgpu OL rr <n~btc: GL 
1929p <n~wpwp~nL~PLUC, uw~w~w(nL~hwup uwuppt {wp
~w~bm ~w[&wbwup, np ubp WJgb[nL {n~pLU tp, ~'npn2t 
~ubt 100n~ <wpPLP nm~ mwpwanc.~bwup ~bmpu uc, w~w~w 
Jbu ~npawabtnc. <wuwp b4b~hgpp uc zpunt~bwu <wuwr: 
Uw4WJU, br~rru ut2 wbrn~ wu~npant~bwu ~wm6wnwL 4w
pb[p !b~Wl ppw~wuwgub[ zpunL@bwu apw~ppe: 

19B2pu, orn1wu Unw2unp~, ~btnu~ Ur~· ~ntphwup 
uw/uw~w(nt{d'hwup 4wmW(IOLGgwc. ~np(p/lw4gw4wu cfn~n~ J'c, 
nLp Uppwqwu ~WJPC ~wqubg bqb~bgpp ~uuwu UUWJOLU 
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tost of tompleted thurch 

CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 
General Construction Contract .........••......... 
Construction Change Orders and Options ..........•.. 
Architects Fee .••..•........•..•..•......••. 
Legal Fee .............. . ................. . 
Miscellaneous Items, such as Driveway, Ceiling 

for Hall, Kitchen, etc •................•...... 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
Pews, Altar, Chandeliers, Stain Glass, Side Altar, 

Other; Approximately 

REAL ESTATE 
Church property 

DEBTS AS OF JULY 31, 1967 

$161,000.00 
14,828.00 
10,473.00 

1,563.00 

16,522.00 
$204,386.00 

$ 45,000.00 

$ 56,000.00 

Mortgage Due National Community Bank . • . . . • . . . . . . . . $ 90,237.00 

~ 
MEMORIALS 

A number of memorials are still being offered to our parishioners. Please 
study the list below and order the memorial of your choice through Zaven 
Marootian, George Bedrosian or by contacting any member of the Parish 
Council. 

NUMBER 
AVAILABLE 

1 
4 

12 

12 
1 
2 

10 
1 

MEMORIALS 
REMAINING 

Baptismal Font ..•.•...•.•••..•. 
Chandeliers .................. . 
Pews .....•.•.......•....... 
(Half Pew- $200., Quarter Pew- $100.) 
Regular Candlesticks ............• 
Bishop's Staff ..•.............. 
Side Entrance Doors ............ . 
Sunday School Classrooms .......•.. 
Piano ••.............•••..... 
Stage Draperies in Church hall ••....• 

COST 
$3,500. 

250. ea. 

400. ea. 

30. ea. 
400. 
250. ea. 
500. ea. 

1,000. 
350. 

Consecration - 1965 


