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Hr. John Jeajeaian 
Cbairaan, · lari ah Council 
4222 Olive Street 
St. Louie 8, JUaaouri 

Dear Mr. Jemjeaiant 

October 4, .. 1981 

Tour letter .. o£ Septeaber 29 1 1961 baa -been received, 
which immediately will 'be traaaf"erred to H!a Grace, 
Archbishop Sion Haaooaiaa, when he returaa £rom b!a viait 
to lteh•iadl!.a,. 

We al•o adYiae :you tha·t Ria Grace • the Priaate baa 
reoei ved :yo1D" letter of: Sept•aber 21, 1961 and that he.· 
will viait rour Pariah on Dece•ber 24, 1981 to perform 
Badarak. oa the occasion of the 5th •••iTeraar:r of the 
OOilleCratiOil Of your Ohur'eh. -

Yer:r Rev. Huroll Gurjikian 
Yicar-Genera1 
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13TH AND-AVENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS. ILL,. 

t 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Sion )(anoogian 

HOLY 
8l% SHOGHAGAT 

ARMENIA:MuJiHU.RCH . 
13TH AND.._. AVENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL, 

#36 Godier Drive 
East St. Louie, D.Unois 
September 21, 1961 

Primate of the Diocese of the Ar.menian Apostolic Church of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Your Grace: 

It is with great urgency that I am writing this letter on behalf of 
the Hol.y Shoghagat Parish Council. 

As you know, last year during your presence we celebrated the fourth 
anniversary of the consecration of our Church. We owe the success of the 
anniversary to your presence. · 

This year, in December, we will celebrate the fifth anniversary. 
(The date of our anniversary is Decembe:r 24.) We will endeavor to make 
it even more successful than last ,vear; however, we must again appeal to 
you f~r assistance. 

We are fully aware of how tim.e consuming your duties are; therefore, 
we request the presence of the Very Rev. lluron Gourdjildan at this very 
important celebration. We trust yGur judgement wUl be in favor of our 
request. 

We thank you and pray for your continued good leadersh~p. 

Respect!~ yours, 

-J~ nr-· ;.;_J (~Hrant Norsigian 
Secretary, 
Holy Shoghagat Parish CoutteU 

1?-
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13TH AND AVENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS. ILL. 

Archbishop Sion Manoogian 

t HOLY 
Sin SHOGHAGAT 

ARMENIAN ___ C~URCH 
13TH AND MIJil'lvENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS. ILL. 

4222 Olive street 
St. Louis 8, Missouri 
September 29, 1961 

Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
of North America 

630 Second Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Your Grace: 

We are writing you regarding a problem thai; seems to be a perennial 
one for our parish. 

It is the considered opinion of the Parish Council, and the parish
onere alike, that we should try to. arrange for a priest from a closer 
parish for the coming season; namely, from Chicago or Evanston. It has 
also been discussed that as long as the full weekly visits have not proved 
fruitful, we should arrange for Sunday services only and forego the usual 
weekly visit as you had suggested to us.before. 

May we add that as much as we appreciate Der Diran Papazian's sacri
fices, we find that no matter who·the visiting pastor may be, he is unable, 
through no fault of his own, to give this community the spirit and organi
.zation that a permanent priest would be able to render. 

We further find that the expenses to bring a priest t'rom Detroit are 
financially prohibitive. In the coming season, these weekly expenses 
would amount to upwards or· $185 for salary and traveling expenses alone. 
Our parish is hardly able to pay this amount for a one week visit and 
still not receive aJJ7 of the benefits of a permanent priest. Kay we point 
out that this am.o-u:r:tt is. -equal t& the salary a X"es !dent pri-est would reeei ve 
in two weeks. 

Your Grace, if you concur wia • regarding these matters, would you 
please advise us whether you will ~act Chicago and/or Evanston or would 
you rather that. we correspond directly with the aforementioned Parish 
Councils? . · 

As Der Diran is awaiting confirmation of' his tentative schedule, your 
early reply will be appreciated. 

Res pectft_i!J yours,, . 

(L_o~ 
\J~hn Jam.jamian " 

Chairman, Parish Council 
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Mr. John Jemjeaian 
Chairman, Pariah Council 
4222 Olive Street 
St. Louis 8, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Jemjeaian1 

Jan11ary 9, 1S62 

Having in consideration~ that one of the clergy of 
St. John Ch11rch of Detroit will be transferred to Bergen 
County, New Jeraey, during the aonth of 'ebruary, and 
Rev. Fr. Diran Papalian, the visiting clergy of your 
pariah will reaain alone in Detroit, and will not be able 
to visit your pariah any longer, please be advised that 
we have instructed, Rev. J'r •' .-raen Baraaaian, th• clergy 
of St. George Church of W1ukegan to via~t your parl•h, 
once in a month and comfort the faithful by performing 
holy liturgy in your church. 

May God bless you, viahiag you aucceaa in your 
endeavora. 

With paternal bleaaings, 

SION ARCHBISHOP 
. Primate of the Dioceae of the Armenian 

Church of America 
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JIDLY ae»u.A.! J.JIIII'UW cauaca 
llib. ... a.al~ ..... 

Ju~ s1;. Lnla. Illia.ou 

.A.rohbbhop lioa Maaoopaa, 
Priaat. :Dioo••• of 1;M Araolliaa 
Clmroh of ••• -..rio& 
810 Soooa4 A w • 
... York. •· Y. 

J.1; 15M •• ,._. 11, ... ,1. of 1;Jae Jlol7 Aopaaa Pariu eo ... il .,.. 
lo1;11er ot Sep-t;. 11, wu roa4 a4 .U.touaoa la wid.oh 70t1 iatora u 'ihat 
Doaooa Lewa will •t M oraiaea u 0111' Prio1t atil tt~Gll U.. u iaoro 
au booa a tatiatao't5oi'J' r"oao11Ua1;ioa boW..a Douoa LoTOil aaa 1;lle 
Pvuh ew.u .• 

Your GrMo ..,- • r01pooVllll7 ilatona 7011 .U1; liMo ._.. T.l.tlt 
hero ot Ip Soorp TopU. tollOI'l• .U oo••ll to a - 1\u w1e4 • 
arriw a1; a nitablo au lloJIIOrulo uaMI'at..a.q wiilll JMooa Jacllaa 
withod ....... Si••-,_ soorp Y.P,U.'• ••U; at wJd.oll U.. a 
roooDOilia'tioa wu aoJ:dow4, 'tAo t11Ala1;1oa au &&aia •"-lor..-. .aa4. au 
.,.. roaou4 auoh pro,.n10111 u 1Jo ..... oaplowly 1111'Mar~o aa4. 
iapotti'blo 1;o oarq • Oftll 1;J. •n buio ollvoh lnttiaett. 

It nul( be titt1oul1; 'to nUiae 1iho nuou tor ~hit t11Na1;1oa 
wi 'thou1; d•aciac 1;ho oarr"r ot DeMoa Dapli&D., 'bu:t; wou14, it r ... •••wa, 
pr•••at all 1iho t•• ia •1;ail altlao11p • tool tha~ aoWD& ooul4 'M 
•ooapliabe4 lrT 111oh a .. .,.. 

Jla7 we oal.7 aq .aat ae"WW ill 'the ••wa ,. .. •1•• tM oo ... ora1;1oa 
ot our Ch~). hu O\U'~I&,illl IS':~s-1-t,Jif .. $."~" ... _..A'\ . ._.. 
our ttoopl• Ire azipiDC •• toroaaiu'c 111""* .-..w';"·· ''!(e·Par1u CO..ll 
boliow• 'iha1; a rolipou ailiuavawr 1houl& a. 'iM wrr lou1; llola 
tao roapoo1; ot 1;h.o P"Pl• Ja.o aat .. ra4 11i1;A 1;lM olotoa11 aa4 tho11l4 ao't 
bolit11l, ........... ~lr portoaal. oavaour ia 1dt.o .,.. et tao ·-IIi..,. 
aaa &bow all •" M1;rq ooatl-.ot, aor aaw Ala on aall II"Ollpt ot 
trioau wllo lt.appoa "- a&l'" wi1illlaia •d. 'be ool4 a.4 1Hitforeail wi1a 
-.ao who happoa '\o aaw aoaea1; Attorn~u ot opild.oa witb laia. It llt 
Graoo will rooall i'\ ..... jln.r abioo te ulp. _. pi .. DeMft Le"fea u 
a11oh u we ooul4 'beoauo 1M wu t...,_.i ... o4. DoM• LeTa wu ao1; 
rooop1;1 n to thia ton ot help. 

Booaao ~· it no hope ot a l'r111Vllll reooa.•Uiatloa aU. •1•• tao 
tix aonth vial perioa 1;ha1; we &1"004 11poa wi't;A na GrNo 1a •:ww we 
roapooUllll7 uk tor 1oM ~tiato neall of :DeMon Le"t''n D&Pl1• tor 
the &ood. ot O'V Pariah u allilol'• !hit •tioa wu putotl uaau..oulT DJ" 
tho Parin Cow.il. Tow GrMo, 11M Paritl& Co._ll arr1w' &1; 1IW.I . 
Moiaion roluet1111tl7 mtl oal;r at1ler JNOh •11'bont1•• 



• 
-a-

•• f11ll7 realise"- repenualn~ '*• will ..... ia •• partaa 
1N1J we tinllF Hllew 1Jiaa1J "ttlla1J ewr ._.. .... -.. 11J eoul4 •' 1te u ltd. 
u it 1Jla1a dfti.1J1oa ...,.. let1J te t .. _. • 

.A.' *18 1Jilae w 11Rl4 &&aia 111't'11Je Ba ...... 1Je 'fiai1J •• tw a U, 
or 'fto ........ •t -.17 'Wllli ~ pr••--• we at'tkia 111M Ja.ae a 
a1Jeu,tac aa& oallliq etteot ia ar Pariaa. Dd 11'Al& alao rea'MN the 
oontidnee iaidala hr'iaa eo-11 aa& tiaoretit .ae •• ..,1 .... az, ravb 
aaa u1J1~ ot '\Mao b.ti..t.Uala ...U kMp a~iiiC •P tia utor'baa-te 
aitutioa to:, 1daere ... pel'l...:l. r ... ou. You •r-• • e-.t owr 
eapauise .. ta,.na.e ot .. 'fid1J tr• 7011 n 1dd.a .. tae • 

.A.I 11lae·-.,-~t• ~~.a. !Wiaa c.m.t.l..Ul nuiu -. -. 
o--.rd.ty~e -PU'ila Co\lm"lrlinaea W'UJrftt-1Yt -~~ctlo11· .fd 
yov ettort;a to prodde a naitiiiC Prieat tor ov Pariak. lNt it 11 
olniou ... tia1J a .-uiv· 11i11.&1i .,.. .... w11iliD1l1J tor •• loac ... 
a prioat ..., a. AM. ... .,.n .. e ia Hatlta& people •• ta toratac .1•.....--. ftt.8 Pwto C...il reapwVull7 pot.- .a iaat ia ~ lut 
J'8tll' aMriliac wi'IIA o.r ._. .... -.. .,. Seerp Tuaa aa& ........ 
Dap.llla tao J"ple of ov ._..,_,. ... .,. W ,..... .. aajltr aaaauot-...... 
•• u o.-U -'Mn ... t .. l oDlip'Mi 11o Wora 7R -..t ~ •••• 
traa 11Mae 11Dr• a'Uw.pta oO'illi eob be irnp.UUJ.e. 

W• •att yow earlieat repl7a 



~· J 

••~••r ar1c•~u,n•su 
llAafll~tplf 



- · · -un~rP tn'l.l1t~l1ra
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VERY REVEREND VAHRIJ KAZANOJIAN, PASTOR 

t Jli~l~ ~ lta3lutgat 
~rm~niatt Qlltur:r:h 

THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE 
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 62205 

OFFICE: 874-3292 

October 19, 1968 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the Armenian Church of America 
President of Diocesan Council 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York, 10016 

Your Grace: 

Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of the Special Assembly 
held on September 10, 1968. 

The Building committe has been formed and the first meeting 
will be held at 7:30 P.M. October 21, 1968. 

Respectfully, 

John Jamf.amian 
Chattman, Parish Council 
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~:rm~uiau 
VERY REVEREND VAHRI.J KAZAND.JIAN, PASTOR THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 62205 
OFFICE: 874-3292 

) 

September 10, 1968 

Special Assembly: 

The special assembly was held on September 10, 1968 in 
the Church Hall. Parish Council Chairman John Jamjamian 
called the meeting to order, and the prayer was led by 
Richard Norsiglan. 

Roll call was taken by the Secretary, Henry Nerseslan, after 
which he advised that 30 out of 45 paid members were present 
constituting a quorum. 

The purpose of this Special Assembly was explained to the 
members by Chairman John Jamjamian. 

A motion was made and seconded to sell the Church, parish 
bouse and adjoining lot. An amendment and second to the 
motion to read "Authority given to Parish Council and a 
committe to look into the possibility of selling properties." 
A second amendment and second to the motion to read ttllot to 
be sold for less than t2o,ooo.oo." The two amendments and. 
motion passed. 

A motion was made and seconded that the Parish Council and 
committe look into areas for new church. Motion passed. 

A motion was made and seconded that the Parish CoUncil pick 
eight persons from outside of the Cojncil and three Parish 
Council members to form a building committe of eleven. 
Motion passed. 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the assembly. 
Motion passed. 
Assembly closed with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

a; J; - , 
~ ~~~ 

John J jamii'n. 
Chairman, Parish Council 

~ Gt~4-<aA~ 
Henrf/ Ne;~ian 
Secretary, Parish Council 
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Z.lLBlLUSlL 'bbl188 blib'LbBf't t ~ttl~ ~lttt!Jlttt!Jttl 
~:rm~uiau (!llturr:lt 

THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE 
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 8220l5 

OFFICE: 874·3292 

June 11, 1970 

Most Rev., Archbishop Manoogian, 
President, Diocesan Council 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

After extensive deliberation in our regular monthly meeting, the 
Parish Council of the Holy Shoghagat Armenian Apostolic Church 
unanimously voted to cease remittance or its monthly Diocesan dues. 

Because Holy Shoghagat has been an active, organized parish with its 
own Church structure and complex since 1956, it behooves us to note 
that our parish has been denied the services of a full time, resident 
pastor. Only during a short period of three years-we:re-we-granted 
three resident clergymen--at that, they were part time student clergy. 
As Your Grace well knows, the nearest parish to Us WI~h!n oUr Diocese 
is three hundred miles away--Chicago. Thus, the resulting ineffectual 
clerical services rendered have caused us to lose a number or 
weddings, funerals, baptisms as well as parishioners to the local 
Cilician See affiliated Church, which, incidentally, has had a resident 
full time clergy since its inception fourteen years ago. 

How long must this inconvenience and lack of consideration for the 
Holy Shoghagat Parish's spiritual needs continue? No longer can we 
appease our parishioners with empty promises, part time pastors, or 
visiting clergy. 

Until such time that this malady is positively and constructively 
rectified, when our Diocesan authorities meet the East St. Louis 
Church's primary need with positive action, the Holy Shoghagat 
Parish Council deems it in the best interest of the ~arish to 
refrain from remitting its Diocesan dues. 

With every good wish and prayer for your health and happiness, we 
remain 

RN:av 

Respectfully yours, 

~ 
A. Richard Nora gian, Jr., Secretary 
Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 
Parish Council 
49 Signal Hill Blvd. 
East St. Louis, Illinois 62203 
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un~rP. tn'l.LL~LL& 
Z.l18lLUSlL 'l.bl188 b~b'lb811 t 2Jittl~ ~ lttt!Jlta!Jat 

~rm~nian 
THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE 

EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 622015 
OFFICE: 874-3292 

July 9, 1970 

Most Rev., Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church · 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that after much 
serious deliberation in its July 2, 1970, meeting the Holy 
Shoghagat Armenian Church Parish Council agreed to the 
assignment of the Very Rev. Isahag Ghazarian as our resident 
pastor. 

Prior to final confirmation, we wish to receive the consent 
of our parish's pledge members. We, therefore, respectfully 
request that Your Grace grant us the opportunity to call a 
special Parish Assembly on August 9, 1970. 

With every good wish and prayer for your health and happiness, 
we remain 

ARN:c 

Respectfully yours, 

~----fl-r//7)-··' -.J---:2..~~.__; 
A. Richard Norsigian, Jr. 
Secretary, Parish Council 
Holy Shoghagat Parish Council 
49 Signal Hill Blvd. 
East St. Louis, Illinois 
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un"rP tm.U~lL& 
tue~usa~~es b~atb~ 

Archbishop Torkom .Manoogian 

Primate of the Armenian Church Of America 

630 Second Avenue 

New York City, New Yorkl ln016 

Dear Srpaznn Hayr, 

3600 w. Main Street 

#2 

Belleville, Il. 62223 

February 7, 1977 

Do you remember that we set a tentative date for my ordin~irrn 

for August 14? Could that be chanqed to Auqust 21? Thatwould 

be much better for my marriaqe. 

A1sg, have you ha~_the time to ~rite Harold Bayle~~an. __ 

We still haven't received plans for our church. We have a 

Parish Assembly cominq up and the people deserve same news. 

We have plenty of money to start with, wg hav~ land but we 

don't have plans. Could you please write him? 

(

Harold Baylerian 

722 Oak Street 

South Milwaukee, Wis. 53172 

Thank you very much. 

Madcheem i hampooyr tzer 

L7:a<~~A 
Deacon Menooq Kele 

Deacon-ilin-Cha the 

Holy Shoghaoat Armenian Crurch 
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~ ... tnf~rP tm.tL1111. 
1181USI~bl88 b~~ t 

The Most Reverend 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the Armenian 
Church of America 
6]0 Second Avenue 
New York City, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

~nlg ~ltJtgltagat 
~rm~uiau Ulltu:r~lt 

July 15, 1977 

]600 West Main Street 
Belleville, Illinois 62223 

The plans for our new church, cultural hall, and 
offices are being sent to you under separate cover. We 
have basically used the· plans which Harold Baylerian 
sent to us, making a few revisions for the reduction 
of cost. :Je are indeed very grateful to him for his help. 

Srpazan Hayr, since we have been promising the people 
a new church for three (3) years, we must start building 
very soon. Please note that we are proceeding with our 

plans to build ~-an~j.cipation of your approval. Also, 
please note that the interior of the church portion will 
be left unfinished until we complete the hall, classrooms 
and offices. 

Madcheem ee hampooyr tzer Soorp Achooyn 

fiaa~~A.t~ j:;~~ 
Deacon Manco e · 

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 
Belleville, Illinois 


