&

617 North 24 th Street
East St. Louls, Illinois

May 11, 1955

Armenian Prelacy
630 Second Street
New York 16, New York

Gentlemen:

I would like to begin this letter by intro-
ducing to you the East St. Louls Armenian Indecendent Club, an
organization who has recently purchased a church for the com-
munity of East S5t. Louls, Illinois. This church building, in-
cluding church, on the first flocor, and hall in basement was
purchased at a price of §22,000, with $6,000 down payment and
mortgage payments at $125 per month for the coming 15 years.

Our main purpose in writing to you 1s that we
are interested in dedicating our church, so thzt we may in the
future be akle to hold church servicds for the Armenian people
of East S5t. Louis. It is our understanding, since we know so
very little about the rules and regulations of the Armenian
Religion, that there are many aspects to be considered in the
dédication of an Armenian Church that do not prevall in the
other denominations of religion.

The church as 1t was before we purchased it
was a Trinity Lutheran Church, with an altar arrangement that
we understand is not aprropriste for the Armenisn service,
since we have heard thet the Armenlan altar should be in a
particular directlon from the congregation.

Another factor that we have been told which
has to be considered 1s the affilisztion with the Mother Armenian
Church from which derives the factor of ohtaining a2 priest who
will consider giving a sermon in an Armenlan Church of one kind
of affiliation or another. Also, whether the Armenisn Church,
wherever or wnatever kind it may be, 1s to belong to a Mother
Church after dedication, z2nd under what circumstances.

It would be an-reclilated 1f you would consider
this letter with the utmost lmportance and let us have your
answers to the various questions above, which are to us very
important in order that we may be able to proceed with the
necegssary arrangements to start our church on the right road
for the future of our coxmmunity. :

Yours very truly,

‘ /f L;/i-—(.:/L/’ '\i ate. ¢ M‘)
(N /

Roxlie Parsaghian, Secretary

Armenian American Ind. Club

East St. Louils, Illinois

P.5.- Enclosed is a self-addressed stamped envelope for your reply



Bay 13, 1988

Biss Roxie Parsaghian, Secretary
Armenian American Imd. @lud
Baat 8%, h; Il;i.nai!

Deayr Miss Parsaghiang
This 48 to scknow e receipt of your letter dated Nay 11,

1988, regarding the regently purchased ahumh for the Armenian
Gomaunity of Eut at. ouiﬁ. Illinois.

We are happy to hear that you have been considering te
affiliate with the Diosese of the Armenian Church of North M&m
whieh 1s at present under our jurisdiction, and we in turn are oo
under the Supreme Authority of the Catholicos Patriareh of all : 2
Armenians. of the Parishes of ihe Armenian Church in

' and the United States of Americe, with the exception of the State
" ‘of Galifornia constitute thia Plooese.

We are plamning to visit you in ths near future to disouss
with you, the arrangement of your &lter, rules and regulations end
other lmportant matters in oconnestion with our Ghurch, snod to look ' 5
over your Ghurch bnilding. : :

We are enclosing herewith the By-laws of ourmﬁmc. %o alds
vs.u { eo follow the administrative rulss and artisles and to .4
elves in ng eommunity, as & parish of the Armenian 7
ahm-ch or &u, m«: shall be rue;niuu and sonfirmed by us tnﬁ T
the Diocesan Qouncil

: if we ocan be of Serviee ngu-dtng. {‘mnm coauniac :
organisational matters, plesss do not hesitats to write $o tn. 4
sinesrely hopo to be among you in ths middle of June.

Yo bdless the nuwnhu of your emntuum and your mod
work. I remain, ‘ -

| huml}r yours,

Hanpre Arobbi mpﬂwg
m»w» mlf
Chureh of Borth ¥ m




August 3, 1955

His Grace

The Archbishop Mampre Calfayan

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York 16, New York

Your Grace:

It was a great pleasure and a privilege having
you in our midst for the several days that you spent in East St. Louis,
I1linois. Your visit was not only encouraging, but 1t was needed.

Knowing of your many obligations, we were truly
honored that you could take time away from your other responsibilities to
be with us, and help us to understand the procedure which should be
followed in beginning our Church.

We have taken your advice and many suggestions
and are in the process of carrying them out. It is a big task, therefore,
it may take a considerable length of time, but we hope to be able to suc-
ceed in our aims.

In behalf of all of the members of the Armenian
Independent Club of East St. Louis, myself, and the residents of our com-
munity, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your recent visit.

T hope that in the near future, I will be able
to write to you with some gratifying news of our progress in our Church in

this community.
’E;§z§?yery t;;%y,

(Mr>+) Roxie Parsagifian, Sec.
Armenian Independenht Club
East St. Louis, Illinois

617 North 2kth Street
East St. Louis, Illinois



August 11, 1966

i gt o T
cre Arme, e nt Clu
617 Nerth 87th 8t,
East 3t. Louls, 111,

Dear Mrs, Perseghian:

It was indeed 8 plessure to receive yeur letter of
August 3, 1965, in which en behalf eof your membersihip,
You were ssknowledging eur recent viait te your community.

Ceptainly we are glad that we bad the epportunity te
be axengst you. 7There is no doubt that eteh and every one
of you has deveoted himselfl or herself te undertaks his
obligstions censcieusly. Otherwise there would be ne such
& bullding in yeur possession by this time. We are sure
that in the near future, with tne help of your membersuip
and with the centridbution ef all Armsnians, you will be
able to trensform it into an Armsnian Opostolis churah‘

in our delibration with you in the meeting, we, &a
the primate of our chureh, advised you, that witheus any,
otheyr counsideration you should elect frem yeur clubts
membership & seven meamber bedy as temporary parish eceuncil
and subalit the names to us for affirmatien,

It la advisable that after our confirmation, and under
sur guidance, yeu sheuld plan to open a darive for parish
wsmbership regilstratien. After that probabdbly yeu will
realise of what backing yeu will be lblo to obtain frem the
people for your big preject.

Having confidence in yeu that you will follew the.
advice of your spiritual father te oarry on your wenderful
task, we convey upen you the Ged's blessing, and wish yeu
all the success. ,

Paternally yeurs,

: Lrehhxnhnp Nompre eultlvtn
Primate of ths Dioccess of the Arsenian

Chureh ef Nerth America



Juns 18, 1886

‘Pﬁ ‘m Be &alﬂ.an M”M
Parish Gouncil Armenian Ghureh

8068 Veronioa _

Bass 8t. louis, Illinois

Dear ¥r, Magarians

| This 1s to acknowledge reveipt of your letter
dated May 29, 1958. Due o offieial duties I have
been ocut af town and therefore have been unadble to
answer my correapondence,

A month age we send you the plans for the Altar,
ir 40 not have any need for them plesasse send them
back to this offise, as I am going tc forwgrd it %0
another parish. As yet, I have not heard from the
sontrastor mentioned in your letter.

I am very pleased to hear that Fr, Khoyan hastbeen
of help to you. ¥We are therefore, instruoting Pr. Kho
to assist you in this Uod plessing work wheneyer help is
nOGLEAYY . k :

Counoll members have passed on, plesse asoept our sympathy
we shall pray for thelir sculs may the Good Iord keep
them in his heavenly homs.

We hereby sertify Nr. John Jamjamian as & parish
council member, and songratulate him. The job which you all
are doing is cmoumginc. keep up the good work, Ged will
show you the way. remain,

With fatherly blessings,

Nampre Archbishep Yalra |
Primate, Dicsese of the Amu,;‘wnh
; , of Ameriss : i

We are deeply sorry to hear that two of your Parish |

B
8
]




2 May 29, 1956

His QGrace

The Archbishop Mampre Calfayan

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York 16, New York

Your Grace:

: It was a great pleasure having Father Khoyan of
Chicago with us recently.

The Parish Councll would like to take thle oppor-
tunity in thanking you for sending Father Khoyan to us.
He has helped the Church and it's needs.

Our dear Parish Councll member Mr. Haig Kurkjian
passed away recently, and Father Khoyan came here immed-
iately to officiate.

During his stay Father Khoyan performed many wonder-
ful deeds. Primarily, he formed a Church Choir, and pro-
ceeded to teach the Choir, Church songs. Also, he in-
structed the Parish Council on Altar matters. We re-
layed the instructions to a Church contractor, who
will contact jou in the very near future. Therefore,
if you haven't completed our blue prints for the Altar,
it will not be necessary for you to do so.

Your Grace, Father Khoyan's visits to our com-
munity is very lmportant. He is very well liked, and
listened to. Each one of his visits brings us a step
closer to our aims.

Your Grace with your kind permission we would like
to have Father Khoyan with us some time between June 3,
to June 6. During which time we hope to complete the
many pending works of the Church.

Some time ago we wrote you that Mr. Arsen Budgoian
a Parish Councll member had passed away. In his place
we have Mr. John Jamjamian.

Please forward all correspondence to the undersigned
hereafter.

Yours very truly,,

Srréa..
Alphonse B. garian, Secretary
Parish Council-Armenian Church
East St. Louis, Illinois

609 Veronica
East St. Louls, Ill.
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October 2, 1956

¥r, Alphonse E, Hagarian

Secretary, F.St,Louls Parish Council
609 Veronlca St. .

E. St. Louls, Il1,

My dear Mr, Magerlant

Your letter of September 20 was received today and
we are very pleased to hear that your church will be

~ complsted about November 1. You have done a good job

and deserve commendation,

You asked us to appoint a priest to asslst you with
arrangements before the consecration of the church, and
wo note that you requested Father Khoyan for a perlod of
two weaks prior to November l. We appreciate the help
he has been to you in the past end wse are going to maks
arrangements for him to be with you during those two weeks,

It will be necessary for Father Khoyan to return %o
Chicage each Saturday of thoss two weoks, however, in
order to officlate at Sunday services - and returning to
East St. Louls again to continue with the errangements.

I spoke to Father Khoyen today on the telephone and
told him that Sunday, November 18, is open. If you plan
to consecrate the church in Kovembor, therefore, it must
be on the 18th since all the other Sundays are teken until

‘the end of lecember,

Docombor 23 and 30 are open dates but iIn any case I
shall keep November 18 open for the consecration until
I hesr from you agaln,

As soon ams posslible, therefore, please let me Iimow
the exact date of the consecration., My prayers are wilth
you for the best of success,

With my blessings,

Archbishop Mampre Calfa
Prinate, Dicoes van

Arch.¥C/h o ’Gh’t}‘t’chﬁ iocese g‘ mmun




1)

AR R s

September 29, 1956

His Grace

The Archblishop Mampre Calfayan

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York 16, New York

Your Grace:

I wish to convey to you in this letter, with
great pleasure, that our Church and Altar, will be com-
pleted on or about November 1,1956.

We have a great need for a priest at least
two weeks before that time, in order to assist us in
making preliminary arrangements for the dedication of
our Church.

If at all possible, we would like to have
Father Khoyan with us during those two weeks. He has
worked with us previously, and with much success.

It 18 very important that we hear from you
soon. Therefore, if the above mentioned plans are not
possible, please write, advising us for other arrange-
ments.

Thank you in advance for your kind consider-
ation in this matter.

Yours very truly,

Parish Council-Armenian
Church
East S5t. Louis, Illinoils

609 Veronica
E. St. Louls, Ill.




November 29, 1966 '

Mr. Alphonse E, Magarian '
Segretary of the Perish Council
609 Veronica St.

Rast 8t, Louvis, Ill.

Dear Mr, Msgarian:

In accordance with your request, we are pleased
to encloge herewlth a resume regarding the Armerlian
Chureh which we believe will be suitable for newspaper
releaaea;'as well as @& photOgraphc' '

Please do not hesltste to add whataver information
that you may prepare regarding the development of the

-

Fest 8t. Louls parieh.

We trust that plans for the consecration are

progressing well and we look forward to seeing you soon,

With paternal blessings,

Archblishop Mempre Celfayan
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian
Churoh of North America -

’T»ch.m/h

NG




Tha Axnenisn Aaoatalic Chureh, vhic? utanda aa one. of £

kﬁf_byﬁh’ grnatett Qg natiaaal Ghriatian anurahzt, kraaes itﬂ
_ntatory to twe. of the ;paatias, 8ainte ?badésua and

:_.‘3arthnlamer, whc hraaght Ghri:tiani%y %a Arnania;&urhng ehi
i 7“:1»;% enntury. In ths year 301 A. ﬁ., saint ﬂrsgary tha 5

”1=qugnaighztnar foundﬁﬂ th, Armenian ﬁhurﬁh 1n 3613 hbahmiaﬁtiﬂa

f;rmanza. To tnzs duy, Kely Etolmlsdzin 1: rortrad ss the

o Tﬁbly See ot the Armtalan chnrch.

| Through thn sffertq af Saint Gmaggry, a vest nunbcr Qf ‘
| Vtho peoph, King ?bwama and the m;yaz eeart, were acmwrwdu : 3
'A‘ta Ghriatianity aaé thny smhraaed thﬂ faith dowautly‘ Arunnia1 

o tharaby hoaame thg rirst naeian in tha uarla to proel;im

'Ghrintianity as ths ltavc raligiun. Doapita a ﬂrqgic histery
- of parnaeutiom gné maasaara:, the natian uad hsr peeple 1n :
ﬂtha Diasgara‘hava rsmnineé raiuhtal during tha centnria: ta

e ;tnair churoh and ta the spiritusl autherity ox»razsea by

'”J*fﬂia Holineaa, the aaxhoxiaan Patriaren of All arwenxan-.,;””

‘The Armeniaa Ohureh first took root An smories whem the

'ﬁav. Fr. hcvsap Earajian grrived in 1&89 as the first Armanian’fvf

M.\prieat to’ come ta this oeunhry: aud 1n the n&ma yaar thc e
‘ﬂﬁivina Liturgy ar the Armenian Apastalic ﬁburﬁh tas aslahruzaaf

- for the first tint in Ameriea at the thrah of @nr ﬁavieur

n worqeater, E&as. zn the yeara vhiah zgliavad, ﬁi& Baiineepf:V ;

_tha aathalioon itsned nnoyeltsala entabliahing Biceeuaa 1n

 }  ” ﬂmnﬁ1ﬂﬂ as wall ns iu ethar parta ef thn warld;f1;




‘Since 1889, sminant priests ahd bishops have served
An the numerouq parishps which grew and anread throughout
ithe United States, end American born voun% men are now
enrolled 1n sehools of. theology In this counbry,as well
as in the renowned St. Jemes Nonsstery in Jerusal“m,fihvg

preparabion for ﬂoly Orders in the Armeuian Church,

In 19oo, His “winsice Arcnbisaop mampra Cdlfayan,
’kPrimate cf the Armenian Church in Amevice, abbtended the
vconsacration of His Holin=zas Vazken I, who became the B
 150th ,atholicos‘Patrlpvcn in Apostolilce succession to the 
throne of the Holy @sa in Etchmiadzin sincas the time of

Saint Gregory;the-Enlightener,

R EN



609 Veronica Ave.
East St. Louis, Ill,

April 12, 1957

His Grace

The Archblshop Mampre Calfayan
Diocese of the Armenian Church
630 Second Avenue

New York 16, N. Y.

Your Grace:

During your last visit with us, you explained
and outlined many important factors pertaining to our
Church. One of the gquestions asked by one of our members
was 'could we rent our Church hall to political or propa-
ganda organi,ations', To this question your answer was-
no,

The two political organizations in question
were the Dashnags, and the A.P.L.A. As you pointed out
the latter of the two groups, 1s on flle as & subversive
organization. Most of the members are favorable to your
outline, on the above question.

Now certain A.P.L.A. members oppose to this
idea. Their claim is that they have read in the Armenian
newspaper, that in the East, Church halls have been rent-
ted to the above named organlzation.

/
You have mentioned prer?ﬁ%E&;'fo!?we should
£i11 the needs of our community. That is fine, but we do
not want to jeopardize the good name of our Church.

The Church Council had a meeting with the officers
of the ladies auxllary, and at the auzllaries request, I am
writing this letter. They want you to write us, telling us
what to do about this matter,

We are anxiously waiting your reply to this
letter,

Yours truly,
[é“ '!._,'/"'/-/,f /, lMMW

Alphonse B. Magarian, Secy.
Parish-Council Armenian Church
of East 8St, Louls, Ill,

ABM/vs



sy 1, 1967

Wp, Alphones B. Magerian
609 Veronica St«
Bast 5t. Loulas, Illinois

Dear ir. Hdegerlisni
Wo have received your letter of April 12, 19867.

40 reference to the rental of your ehurch hall
to political organizations, we atate, hereby that the
previous Diocesan iAsseubly enonymously sdopted & '
proposal whilch forblida $o rent the shureh hallas to
any political orgenizations. However ux? orgttnlnticn
ean rent the church halls , provided they us them
serely for educaticnal and ecultural purposes and not
for political propagéndh.

Nith paternal blessings,

Arenhbishop Xampre Callfayan
rrimate of the ¥ioeese of the Arssnian
Church of America




January 10, 1957

ilr. Alphons Megarian
605 Yeroniecs Strest
East St. Louis, Illineis

Dear M. Megariant

I would like onees again %o eongratulate you and
the committee membors whe work so 4 ensly for the
fulfillment of their dreams, in succeeding to bulid
& chureh for thelr community.

We woulé like to know the result of the omrduon
income &s followsy |

3. Aesurh of th %@ A re eble ¢ |
o« Amount o o BOTIAge JOU Wers & o poYye.
If you should encounter any ﬂﬁ,‘ﬂou}.ﬂu financialy
or other wise plesse feel free to ¢2ll On us, 80 that
we uay dbe able to guide you.

The purchuse of the Chalise was §350.00 and the dove
cost §160.00., It will be grestly a iated 1f you
will aend & ¢heok in the amount of Q.00 20 that I

mey be able to pay the company, st your earliest convenience.

With paternal preyers,

¥ampre Apshbishop Galfayan, Primate

Dioccese of the Aramian h of Amerios




December 12, 1958

Mr, Harry Chirkinian
2715 La Salle Street
Racine, Wisconsin

Dear Mr, Chirkinfan:

It has been reported to us that your parish council allowed
jtself to reduce the salary of your parish priest, Fr. Mesrodb from
$65.00 to $55.00 a weok, The reasons given were that he does not
know the Engliash language and that his administrative abilities
are limited, We are very much disappointed for this action and
would like to point out the fact tha&t it ia not fair to reduce the
assigned salary of the church servant within any circumstances.

It should alsoc be noted that the recognized minimum salary of our
clergy is $75.00 per wecek, However we did not, at the time,
comment to your paying Fr. Kesrob $65.00.

The Clergy Assembly of our Diocese which convened on November
13th & 14th heard of the case with concern, and found that it was
an act of injustice. It should, wmoreover, be noted that in the
event of Fr, Mesrodb resigning from his position, it nmay take years
before we shall be able to appoint another clergy for your church,
because 18 parishes out of a total of 42 in our diocese, are
without a clergy today.

We have had the opportunity of meeting some of your parisho-
ners who, not only did not complain of your priest, but on the
contrary, expressed their satisfaction in the performance of his
duties. We are sure you realize that the duties of the parish
councll are to preserve peace and harmony in the community. With
this in viev we instruct you to settle the matter of Fr, Mesrob in
a satisfactory way and keep us informed.

We take this opportunity to remind you also that in our Circular

No. 29 dated February 13, 1957, we had instructed our parishes that
deacons should not be elected as members of parish councils. Your
parish assembly failed to comply with this instruction and electéd
some deacons for your parish council, During the next few months

continved, ...



you will call for a parish assembly t¢ elect some parish
council members. ¥e advise you to bring this matter to
the assenbly's attention, in order te carry out the
instructions of the above circular.

With ny paternal blessings,

Hampre Archbishop Calfayan
Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America



LUBUUSULLEU38 bub1Lb8h

Unhre sNuyue ST. SHOGHAGAT

18t AND SMITH AVENUE 13TH AND SMITH AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIG, ILL. EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL,

March 6, 1959

Archblishop Sion Manoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Aremenian Church

New York,City, New York
Dear Archbishop Manoogilan,

Again let me take this opportunity, on behalf of the Parish
Council of the St. Shoghagat Church in East St. Louls, to
convey our congratulations and best wishes to Your Grace
upon his instsllation as Primate of the Armenian Churches
in America.

Your Grace, I have been instructed by the Parish Gouncil to
write you several matters that we consider very lmportant.

First, the matter of Easter and Holy Week services. Father
V. Papazian advises us that he will be unable to be here to
conduct services for Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, or for thst
matter, the Sunday following Easter.

The nesarest Armenian church being in Chicago, three hundred

miles away, leaves our people without Easter Services. To make
matters worse, the dissident church in this area has a steady
priest and will hold Easter services as they have in the past.

Under circumstances like these how can we hold our people and
try to solidify the position of our young church in this
commuanlity? We feel this matter to be of utmost importance
and hope that Your Grace will make an arrangement, possibly
with one of the churches that have two resident priest, so
that the people in our community will be able to hold

Sourp Badarsk on this most memorable Easter Day.

As the printing and malling of announcements takes time, an
early answer would be deeply appreclated.

Since the consecration of our church, almost three years ago,
we have had many visting priests, who conducted serviced in
our church. Father Papazisn has conducted services about
fifteen times in 1958, We are most appreciative to all of
the prlests but we contend that a church's and a priest's

ARMENIAN CHURCH



LUBUUSULEUBS bublt8sh

UNhfe TNLLULE ST. SHOGHAGAT
ARMENIAN CHURCH

18T™H AND SMITH AVENUE 13TH AND SMITH AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIS, LL. EAST ST. LOUIS. ILL,
PAGE 2

duty to & community is much more than conducting services on
Sunday. Our bhurch is new and needs guldance and help. None
of the church organs hsve received this help. Our cholr is
continually growing worse and more disorganized for lack of
leadership. We cannot be expected to learn if no one will
teach us or lead us.

We are aware of the shortage of priests in our diocese, but

we know that other churches, consecrated as long as two years
after ours, have & regular priest. We csnnot understand this

in view of the fact that we have requested and have been prow
mised the "very next" priest that was ordained. We have repeat-
ed this request many times, orally and in writing. Our com-
munity stands ready and able to support a resident priest.

To say the very least, we are most distressed with the situation
here and feel that s short perasonal visit in the very near
future from Your Grace, or the Vicar-General, would be most
beneficial for uas. Our entire community awalts your visit.

Trgsting this letter finds his Grace in good heslth we remain

Respectfully
St Sheghagat Parish Coeuncil

ph ol G reorees e

John Jamjamlian, Chairman by Len Meoradian
Parish Ceuncil.



December 5, 1963

Archbishop Sion Manoogian

Diocese of the Armenian.Church of North Ameriea
630 Second Avenue

New York 16, New York

Your QGrace:

the undersigned members of the Holy Shoghagat
Parish.éouncil having been informed. of the contents of
your letter dated. Novembar 21 in which. you. state. our
resignations.unasceptable, do.out of respeet . for the
wishes of Your. Grace, . tha\lavo of our Church and the re-
quests of many sincere parishoners, promise our full co-
operation. as Parish Council. members during the remainder
of our respective tenuresof office. We take this action
notwithstanding the fact. there. has been no change in. the
- policies and utterances.of those who. created t. msitnae
tion and who now say that the very fact nothing at all.
was said, officlally, proves all the lies and half truths
circulated about. the Parish Council and others are. true.

Your Grace,.on. this matter we. are. relying;ngggiyaurv
infinite wisdom and. senss of justiece to rectify

smear of our names as it is not our wish to seek justice
in areas other than that of the Church. We have, in a
word, decided not to "knuckle underf~the well organized
minority faction that is attempting to gain control of
the Church through many deceptions for the satisfaction
of their individual egos.

We again pled je our full co~-o enatian Your. Grace
as long as, and only as long as, . e written By Laws of
the Constitn&ien.of the Armenian. Ghnrch are not violated
in any way. Where there.are efforts to by pass or mis-
1nter§ ret the Armenian Church By-Laws, we promise that
we will be equally vigorous in our opposition. of any at-
tempt to make a mockery of the Church. rules and the
Armenian Church for which they stand. We are confident
Your Grace will concur with us in this stand, for it was
Your Grace, who during his last visit here, emphasized
thedigportance of adhering to the By-Laws in everything
we .




-2-

More specificall 1&% we refer to Section Eight of the.
By~-Laws. that. deal w Church membership, eligibility to
vote and eligibility to hold any elective office. It is
our intention to uphold these and all Sections of the
Church By-Laws before, during, and after the forthcoming
preliminary andsregular Parish Asgemblies. May we add
that your suggestion to hold. the meetings in the presencs.
of the Vicar General is an especially good ane,.consider-
ing the tensions that exist here. Your Grace,.. e
these facte in writing is distinctly distastef: .to us,
but you mmst have senged the shameleas feelings that al-
most erupted into violence at the ACYOA meeting at which
you presided during your visit here. We, therefore,
make these. suggestions out. of practical considerations
for the situation is no less explosive now.. It is a..
matter of fact everyone is awaiting these annual. nentxngs,
to voice opinions. pro and con on the situations existing
here. We regretfully point ocut that any unruly meeting
will truly shatter this parish..

In closing may we refer to the October-November is-
sue of the Armenian Church Monthly:

"True unity can come only in an atmosphere of
Christian brotherhood and mutual respect.”

Let there be no mistake, this unity does not exist
in our parish nor is it being promoted by those who have
vowed to do so.

Respectfully,

/A /Www

: omon‘Kﬁgizdi?n




September 11, 1966

Bishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate

Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America S .
- — 630 Second Avenue T '

New York, New York

Your Grace:

In respoﬁse to your letter dated August 24, we wish to
inform you of the declisions taken at the September 11 meeting
of our Parish Couneil.

Under separate cover you will receive a letter of resignation
from Hayr Gomidas submlitted to this Parish Councll. According
to the church bylaws, we are forwarding it to Your Grace. The
Councll took no action on the resignation except that we strongly
urged Hayr Gomidas to reconsider hils decision.

As Your Grace probably knows, we are celebrating this year
the tenth anniversary of the conseeration of our churech, During
the course of these ten years, we have had Hayr Gomidas for
the past two years and Deacon Levon Daghlian for one year.
Sufflice it to say that both of them have proved inexperienced
and unable to generate the badly needed motivatlion that 1s the
basic responsibility of a leader. In short, we have not in the
past ten years had anyone who has given us more than a service
on Sundays.

Your Grace, the Council feels that since we had no priest
for seven years and only tralnees for the last three, we would be
derelict in our dutles as council members if we dld not point
out this situation to you.

The past ten years have taken their toll in membership,
finances, enthusiesm, and, most lmportant, cChristian spirist,
to the point where we can no longer endure another blunder.
It is impossible in a few short paragraphs to relate the history
of our first ten years and impress upon Your Grace the serlous-
ness of our situation.

For these reasons we respectfully submit that our Parish
needs and deserves the highest priority and conslderation of Your
Grace so that this time we may be blessed with an experienced
and competent Priest whether he be young, old, cellbate or not.
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Since we feel that Hayr Vahrlj does not meet the above re-
quirements and that hls main efforts will be directed toward
his education, the Council does not accept him as our Prlest,
and we hereby notify you of thls decislon,

We are sure Your Grace will see the wisdom in our decision
and gilve our request his earliest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

A /Ww%

Chalrman .

Secretary



November 21, 1967

The Very Reverend
Varoujian Dz, V, Kabaradjian
Visiting Pastor

Saints Jeachim and Anne Armenian
445 West 119th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60628

Dear Father Varoujian:

We have received the 13
Council dated Noven) nust be 1967) with
reference to the ndy p n), on November 1, 1967
at which time the =-mbarsh p\unandfously has voted for
the Very Rev, Val ' n as the Parish Priest for
Saints Joachim and dian Church in West Pullman,

sent by the Parish

tes, or a coiy’of the minutes of
ial meeting indicaeting the number
ng members present,

~heefenting in detail the complete terms
nutunllz agreed upon the Parish Council
and Father Vahrij Kazanjian,

After roeniving the above mentioned necessary
information we shall inform the Parish Council and Father
Vahrij of our decision and spproval,

With bdessings,
Bishop Torkoa
Primate

CC: Very Rev, Vahrij Kazanjilan
Mr, Sarkis Boyajian



Sainfd }oac/u’m ana[ Jdnne ./4rmenian ./4/904[0/&' C)Aurcé

445 West 119th Street
CAicago, j//inoid 60628

November 7, 1968

The Most Reverend Bishop
Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church
of North America

630 Second Avenue
New York, N. Y. 10016

Your Grace:

On November 1, 1967, the Parish Members of the S. S. Joachim and
Anne Armenian Apostolic Church held a special meeting for the
purpose of voting on the issue of a Parish Priest for our Church.
In accordance with the constitution the meeting was so conducted
and the members unanimously voted their acceptance.

We, therefore, at this time request your Grace's approval to

accept Very Rev. Vahrij Kazanjian as our Parish Priest under the
terms mutually agreed upon by the Parish Council and Hayr Vahrij.
Very Rev. Vahrij Kazanjian was so notified of the Parish decision
and he expressed his desire to join our Parish effective February 4,
1968, pending your approval.

We are anxiously awaiting your decision and look forward to seeing
you again in the very near future.

Yours faithfully,

Vo o o A N

Very Rev. Varoujian Kabaradjian
(Visiting Pastor)

=

Sarkis Boyajian (Chairman)

Stuart Nigohosiah (Secretary)

vs

cc: Very Rev. Vahrij Kazanjian
Trustees - S§. S. Joachim & Anne



PFebruary 9, 1968

Mze John

Chairman of loly Shoghagat Amuuh Chuzch
651 Nerth 13th Street _ -
Hast St. Louis, I1linois 62008

Dear Mr. Jemjemian:

In zeference to your letter dated Jm 24th, 1968,
from Mg, Hazry Vartanian, a search of cur redosds imdicates
that we bave a deed of comveyance of your ehairch hulidiq.
We have smclosed s photestatic copy of is.

In regard to your inguicy as tamulip' of chugch
properties we suggest that you becoms familiar with the
Agticles No. 15, 77, 99-102 of the Dy-Laws of our Diecese.

¥e have 80 record comceraing morigage transactions of
youz chugch preperty. Ve suggest that you contact the
lawyer oo handled the purchase of yous church. He way bawe
sone infoemtion on file. Your altermative would be to
apply threugh an sttorney to the coumty clesk or registrar's
- office te sbtain information concernismg the worigage, and
then te obtain & certified copy of the satisfactiocas.

» Please send us a copy of the papsr of satisfuction
. upon receipt clm.uthtnmhn it in file
formmnim.

vall‘ily.‘

Bishop Vasken Kebreslian

Yicar Gensral

VE/ma
ence



UNhPR  SNLLYLE HAole Shoahanat
LUBLUSLLLUSS bubLLSh Holy P Ag B, Chureh
rmtenian Chure

THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 62205
OFFICE: 874-3292

VERY ReEVEREND VAHRLJ KAZANDJIAN, PAsTOR

January 24, 1968

Diocese of Armenian Church
Mr. Crosby Goshgarian
New York, New York

Dear Sir:

Please forward information to our Parish Council, on the disposition of the mortgage
that was paid in full, for the Holy Shoghagat Church, 651 North 13th Street, East
St. Louis, Illinois. In order to clear up misunderstandings, we would like to know
what was done with the mortgage papers, and who will hold title to the Church, and
Parish House, and property adjacent to Church, and what will be the circumstances,
when information is needed, in regard to same. We would like to get our office in
order, something which has been sadly lacking in the past, and in order to do so,

we will need all the information, pertaining to our Church, and its holdings.

We would appreciate it greatly, if you, or whoever is in charge of these matters,
would send us the information as soon as possible, and detailed in full, as to

the information requested.

Respectfully

Lur

>

Treasurer



December 5, 1968

Mr. Joha Jamjamian
Chairman of Parish Council
Holy Shoghagat Church
East St. Louis, I11.

Dear Mr. Jamjaamian:

We delayed for a few days replying to your letter
of November 26 because of efforts to clear & Sunday in
January for a visit to your parish and the cel.bratioa
of the Divine Liturgy on the occasfon of the twelfth
anniversary of the censecration of your church. But we
are afraid 1t will not be possible. HNo open date re-
mains on our calendar through March.

We would be pleased to have our Vicar General,
Bishop Vasken Kebreslfan, represent us on this cccasion.
He can be with you on the February 2 weekend.

Please lat us hear from you as soon as possible.

Prayerfully,

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANCOGIAN
‘ Primate



UNRPR  SNLULYLE HAaoley Shonhsant
2UBLUSLLEUSS bubbsh A § P Ag B' Chuch
rmenian Chure

THIRTEENTH AND SUMMIT AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 62205
OFFICE: 874-3292

VERY REVEREND VAHRIJ KAZANDJIAN, PAsSTOR

November 26, 1968

The Most Rev. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate of the Armenian Church of America
President of the Dlocesan Councll

630 Second Ave.

New York, New York 10016

Your Graces

As in the past years, we wlsh to extend to you our
invitation t6 celebrate Divine Liturgy Services during
the Month of Janurary 1969.

Your grace may recall that this period also colincides
with the Twelfth Anniversery of the Consecration of
our Church.

If this meets with your approval, wi would like to have
e confirmed date.

Respectfully Yours,

o f}eu/z@

5’30hn Jamj&éian



March 2, 1971

My, Charles Tourajigian, Chairman

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church Parish Council
9 Weinel Drive

Caseyville, Illinois 62230

Dear Mr. Tourajigian:

Every year the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America
undertakes a Mission Program in several parishes of the Diocese. This
year we have designated July 1-8 as Mission Week. We would like to
see one of these Mission programs return to your church during that
week. We hope that you will regard it convenient to your parish.

This project has our wholehearted support and endorsement. ;
We are all aware of the importance of this internal mission work,
undertaken and sponsored wholly by the young people of our Diocesese.
Your parish will again be free of any financial obligation for this
project, as the ACYOA Central Advisory Council will underwrite all
expenses involved.

We would like to see that, under your leadership, the Parish
Council, the youth, and all Churchrrelated organizations give their
cooperation to this worthy project, as a total effort, to facilitate
the work and mission of these modern "Disciples"” of the Armenian
Church. The mission team to visit your parish will consist of three
or four young persons headed by a clergyman.

We need to be informed by you about the suitability of the
date, and the feasibility of forming a committee to coordinate the
project, This committee should consist of a representative of each
and every church organization in the Holy Shoghagat parish. The
“pDisciples” should be lodged in a college dorm or seminary in or near
your city with the ACYOA taking care of the expenses. ¥We would like
to know if you can make lodging arrangements for three or four young
people (girls and boys) and the priest/chaplain. Kindly inform us
within two weeks as the time is very short for the numsrous arrange-
ments to be made by the ACYOA office and by your committee.




ur. Charles Toursjigisn : : g _
Page 2 ; o . ‘Mareh 2, 1971

We look forward tbvyour-favothIe reply.

Prayerfully yours,

Aréhbishop'Tytkon‘uanbﬂgt.n
Primste B :



Mareh 11, 1971

Mr. Solomonkxapreiinn

10 Sherry DBrive
Caseyville, Illinois 62232

Dear Mr. Kaprelian:

The Primate received the mgtorial'fbu send rbggr#ing’
the Rev, I. Ghazarian and will tske care of the mattsr.

Sincerely yonfs}n}.ﬁ

‘Jack Antrsassian
- .Exeeutive Directer .



March 9, 1971

Archbishop Torkom Manooglan

Primate

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10016

Your Grace:

Enclosed you will find the remaining bills accumulated
by the Very Rev. Issahag Ghezarien during his interim
. at the Parish of Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church.

In addition, kindly direct the proper authorities to
forward all mail to Very Rev. Ghazarian at his proper
address., A

Thanking you, I am,
Respectfully yours,

-

4 go;oﬂon ﬁap& ffan



Decenber 28, 1972

Mr. Soclowon Kaprelian
10 Zherry Drive
gfff;?“irVi*w Heights, Illinois 62208

'Daar Mr. RKaprelian:

I am sorry about the mail to your parish not
coming to you. I have had it corrected again, and it should
be all right.

#e have received the $279.00 vou remitted for the assessment
of gour Chuxch in 1972,

There is, however, an outstanding amount of $350.00
from 1971. I urge that this amount also be remitted before
January 10th, so that our Diocesan records may reflaect the payment,
This was the special assessment for 1971 which your parish has not
vet remitted, and we are very anxious to c¢lose that account as
seon as possible,

May I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Jack Antreassian
Exacutive Director



Armenian Chutch -

UNhPP CALULLR 3 5 .,
208LUSUVEUSS bubLLSh Boly Shoghagat .

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church
c/o 8. Kaprelian

10 Sherry Drive AxERADIAE
Fairview Heights, Illinois 62208

~ December 21, 1972

Diocese of the Armenlan Church of America
630 Second Avenue T T T
New York, New York, 10016

Att: Mr. Jack Antresssian.

We have previously notified you of the establishment of
the mailing address of Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church
to be #10 Sherry Drive, Fairview Heights, Illinois.
Therefore, kindly forward all mall pertaining to Holy
Shoghagat Armenien Church to S, Kaprelian, 10 S

Drive, Fairview Heigh&g,_Illinnil*_égggg, instead of
Charles Tourajiglan, #9 Weinflel Drive, Fairview Heights,
Illinois.

Woe have not received statement of dues for the month of
October. However, we are enclosing herewith $195.00
covering dues for the months of October, November and
December 1972, together with $84.00 balance of 1972
Special Assessment, making a total of $279.00.

With warm wishes on this holiday season,

— = = - - -Sincerely, - -

IK : olomon p‘e
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Dear Mr. Kaprfelian:

I am sorry about the mail to your parish not coming to you.
I have had it corrected again, and it should be all right.

We have received the $279 you remitted for the dues=
the assessment 3eve#ed of your church in 1972 ‘

There is however an outstand1ng amount of $350‘frem 1971.
I urge that this amount also be remitted before January 10, so
that our Diocesan records may reflect the payment. This was
 the:special assessment for 1971 which your parish’has not
- yet remitted, and we are very anxious to close that account
. as soon as possible. N P

May I 100k forward to hear1ng from you?{“

Jack



FROM: The Diozece of the Armenian Church
630 Second Avenne
M York, Mew York 17777
(212) 686-C71D

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 8, 1972

The children of the Dincese of the Armerian Church of America are being
invited to the gsen~~d arrral Clirtmas Pty tendered by the Primate, His Grace,
Archbighop Torkom Mnrocginm, The party will take place on Saturday, January 6th,
which is Armenian Chrictma~, at Kavookjian Auditerium in the Cathedral Complex
of the Diocese in MNew York,

Close to 1,20 youngsters attended the party last year, most of them from the
Greater New York area, avome=ted by burloads from other more distant parishes
such as Philadelnhia,

Tke day's pr-z-om begins with the Celebration of the Divine Liturgy at 11
o'clzck in the eox=irn, at the conclucion of which the children will receive Com-
munion from the Prirate. Post Commrrion Breakfast and the party follow at 12:30

P.M., with Santa Cl2ng and 2 i~ "7 -~~~ telavigien's Clarabelle, entertaining.

# 141/72

1]



June 21, 1972

Mr. Solomon Kaprelian
Secretary-Treasurer

v/koly Shoghagat Armenian Church
651 North 13 Street
East St. Louis, Illinois 62205

Vear Mr., Kaprelian:

The Diocese hereby authorizes the Holy
Shoghagat Armenian Church of East 5t. Louis,
Illinois, to accept payment on behalf of the
Diocese of funds deriving from the sale of the
Holy Shoghagat Church property.

These monies are to be utilized for the
purchase or construction of a new church for
the Parish.

Sincerely,

Jack Antreassian
Executive Lirector

JA/ec

Enclosure



May 2§, 1972

Mr. Solomon Kaprelian
10 Sherry Drive
Fairview Heights, Illinois 62208
Dear Mr. Kaprelian:

We have executed the eopies of the Bond for
Deed you mailed to us relating to the sale of the
Holy Sheoghagat Church in East St. Louis.

We ask that you plegee return one complete
copy for our filea.

Prayerfully,

Arehbishop Torkom Mancogian
Primate

(enclosures jb



March 29, 1972

Hr. Solomon Kaprelian
Treasurer
t~Holy Shoghagat Armenian Apostolie Churech
10 Sherry Drive
Fairview Heights, Tllinois 622908

Dear Mr. Kaprelian:

The Diocesan Council and the Board of Trustees have
approved and confirmed vour Parish Assembly’s resolution
to sell your church property, Holy Shoghagat Armenian
Apostolic Church, located at 651 North 13 Street, East
3t. Louis, according to the terms you indicated.

He urge that a serious effort be made to secure a
aigher down payment, perhaps as much as ten thousand
dollars, to ease the flnancial circumstances of your
Parish.

We pray that the Lord may bless your efforts.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

ATM/ec

cc: Mr. Charles Tourajigian
Chairman of Parish Council



January 5, 1373

Commissioner R, J. uian
Chicago Fire Commissioner
Room 101 City Hall

Chicago, Illinois 69602

Dear Commissioner uinn:

We are most appreciative of the kindness you showed
us on our recent trip to Chicago, as you have on a number
of earlier occasions.

The transporgation you so thoughtfully provided was a
convenlence surely, but more than thakt a gesture of
hospitality that made us leel very much at hone in your
fine city.

We were touched by the Jenerosity of vour spirit.

¥rayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

AT/ am
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INCORPORATED *

262 EAST ILLINOIS STREET

CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS

Dec. 26, 1972

Mr. Jack Antreassian

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Ave.

New York, N. Y. 10016

Dear Jack:

In response to your letter of December 18, I am eager

to let you know that the automobile provided for the
Primate's transportation was the limousine of Commissioner
R. J. Quinn , our Chicago Fire Commissioner. His
address is Room 101 City Hall, Chicago, Illinois 60602.

He always provides his limousine whenever I have need for
it.

I think the Primate should be commended for his thoughtful-
ness in acknowledging this courtesy.

Sincerely,

ﬁ_) @\,Q,gb&_« 4

<z A

W. H. Vartan {



September 16, 1574

- Deacon Manoog Kelegian

Deacon In Charge

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Chareb
3600 West Main Street, Apt. 2
Bellaville, Illincis 62223

Daar Deacon Manoodqg:

Proceed with the convocation of your special Assaembly,
as proposed in your letter of September 9. Please
consult the by-lawsprovisions governing special assem
blies to assure orderly process in your deliberations.
And, of course, submit the minutes and all reports to
us, along with the formal agonda Mately after the
Assembly.

Prayerfully,

a:chbishop Torkom mmoogian
Primate

ce: Mr. Michasl Bohiglan
- Council Chairman

vb



September 9, 1974

Your Gracs,

The Holy Shoghagat Parish Council seeks your permission to call a special
Parish Meeting within the next month. The necessity for this meeting is
twofold: (1) to discuss with the parishioners the financial situation of
the Parish and (2) to discuss a possible property purchase for a future
church location,

Most respectfully, ~

44,/04/4 / /ZAM <
/’7%043 /W

Zabelle N, Vartanian, Secretary
Manoog Kelegian, Deacon in Charge



Septembaer 16, 1974

Deacon Manoog Kelegian

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church
3600 West Main Street, Apt. 2
Belleville, Illinois 62223

Dear Deacon Manoog:

This is to confirm the Primate’'s visit to East $t. Louis
from Saturday, January 18 to Tuesday, January 21. He
will lesave for Msmphis on January 22.

Details of his flight schedule will be sent to you in

due course. MNeanwhile the Primate would like you to
prepare for an evening service on Saturday evening if
possible, the Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning, as well as
neetings with your parish Council and a joint meeting with
the executives of the various church organizationa.

Plense communicate your plans to the Primnta as soon as
they are completed.

Make arrangements for the Vartanian family's requast to
have their child's baptism immediately after the Badarak.

S8incerely,

Jack Antreassian

cc: Mr, Michael Bohigian
Council Chairman

vb'



. 11 Sept. 1974

3600 W, Main
Belleville, Il11,

Yogrr Grace:

Please, at your earliest convenience,
could you tell us when you wilY be arriving
in 5t. Louis?

Rlso, Richard and Zabelle Vartanian
(daughter and spon=-in-law of Aram and Zaroohi
Nersegian) would like very much for you
to baptize their newly born son, Garen.

Perhaps we could do this on the Sunday that

you WITT GFFer badarak. If it is not
pessible to do it on a sunday, could you
possibly baptize the child in = home?
They would like to know all this as soon
as possible so that thay can make theid
plans,
Thank you very much,
Most respectfully yours,

ManoogAfelegian

Deacon-in-charge=- of the
Holy Shoghatat parish,



February 28, 1975

Deacon Manoog Kelegian
Deacon-in-charge

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church
3600 West Main Street, Apt, #2
Belleville, Illinois 62223

Dear Deacon Manoog:

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manocogian received
your letter of February 25, 1975, requesting marriage and
Baptismal certificates which are being sent to you under
separate cover. Your inquiry about death certificates;
they are issued only by the coroner or attending phy-
sicians of the decedant.

' May we also respectfully suggest that you check to
see if a "Register Book™ is being kept at the Church office
to record baptisms, marriages and deaths-as stipulated in
the by-laws Section 33 paragraph J.

Hoping this letter covers your reguests.

Sincerely,

Stephen Kambourian
Executive Director
mk
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it;auul?gumwtfas b - Haly Fhoghagat
| | Armenian Church

February 25 1975 AN Y. hewrs

Besr Srpazan Hayr,

Could we please have some Marraige and Baptismal certificates?
Also, if it is necessery, could you put your signiture on one
of them (this will be the one for Garen ﬂnthﬁny Vartanian, who x/// :
you baptized). Could we also heve some deatir certificates? — - ”"”'***"“s

Thank yoy very much,

Very Sincerely,

33 J Bk "



August 19, 1975

Mrs. Zabelle N. Vartanian
Chairman, Parish Counci}

Holy Shoghagat Armenfan Church
228 Julia Place

Belleville, I1linois

Dear Mrs. Vartanian:

We have received your letter of August 3, and can appreclate
your consternation regarding the stipend schedule.

There are no provisions in the Assembly decision for Deacons-
{n-Charge, though it has always been our position that they are to
be regarded as reverend clergy and be treated as all our pastors arve.

We, therefore, urge that the schedule be followed as adopted,
with the following qualification:

Since 1t 1s necessary to invite priests to perform badarak
and sacraments, and since this entails additional costs above
and beyond the customary stipend, accommodation should be made
in the Deacon's stipend to account for such expense.

Based on this princ¥ple, your parish council and the Deacon should,
we feel, come to some mutually satisfactory understanding reglrding his
stipend.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

cc. Deacon M. Kelegian



-

228 Julia Place
Belleville, Illinois
ducust 3, 1975

The Most Reverend Archbishop Torkom Mancogian
630 Second Avenue
New York, New York 10016

Your Grace:

~ Very definitely the Diocesan Assembly Minutes specify the proposed
raigse for priests in our Diocese. Much to the dismay of the Holy Shoghagat
Parish Council, however, no 1nformatlon is provided regarding the situation
0of a Descon-i n—Charge.

As you know, we have in our parish a Deacon-in-Charge. Consequently,
we humbly seek direction concerning a Deacon's position in relation to the
raise and also the Deacon's stipend as it presently exists. Without a
doubt, these are matters of 1mportance not only to Deacon Manocog but also
to our planning.

Te would very much appreciate your thoughts relative to our requests.
May the remainder of the summer be pleasant for you. Thank you for your
cooperation.
Most respectfully,

Promeg el bl ] Jioins

Deacon-ln—Charge Zabelle N. Vartanian, Chairman
Holy Shoghagat Church Holy Shoghagat Parish Council

ZV:lt

e e o e



October 2, 1975

Daeacon Manoog Kelegian

Deacon In Charge

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church
3600 West Main Street, Apt. 2
Belleville, Illinois 62223

Dear Deacon HManooq:

I am in receipt of your letter of September 11, 1975 in
which you inguire about the guidelines of our Diocese
pertaining to monetary contributions of the faithful
for special services or sacraments.

The Dicecese does not have a standard guideline for
monetary donations for Baptisms, Weddings, Punerals, or
other services. However, I might add that the majority
of the parishes in our area have the following under-
standing:

Donations for Baptisms: $35.00 to Church
15,00 to Deacon
10.00 to Sacriston

Donations for Weddings: $50.00 to Church
20,00 to Deacon

20.00 to Organist

310-15.00 to Sacriston

bonations for Funerals: $50.00 to Church
20.00 to Deacon

20.00 to Organist

$10-15,.00 to Sacriston

The clergyman performing the sacrament or service is
normally remembered by the family with a personal gift.



Deacon Manoog Xelegian -2~ October 2, 1975

I hope that this information will be helpful to you.

Sincerely vours,

Stephen Kambourian
Executive Director

MK:vb
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11 September 1975

3600 W, Main Street

Belleville, I1, 62223

Dear Mr. Kambourian,

We are presently in the procesé of setting up certain
guidelines in order to facilitate more understanding of the
running of the Church on ﬁhe part of the people.

e are therefore very curious to know if the Diocese
has guidelines or knowledge of suggested guidelines for
the amount of wmonetary donation that is suggested for
Baptisms, Marraiges and Funerals (for those Capable of payinn).

Thank you very muchi

Yours in Christ,

Deacon Manoog

Deacon-=in arqe of the

Holy Shoghagat Parish,



March 11, 1975

Deacon Manoog Kelegian

3600 W. Main Street

Apt. 2

Belleville, I1linois 62223

Dear Deacon Kelegian:

The draft for the "Human Rights and Genocide " 1is en-
closed herewith in two copies. We are informed that the
printed copies will be available to send mext week. 1
hope they keep to their promise.

The informational material for the newspapers will be
available soon. Meanwhile I hope you can pursue the
invitations to the various churches.

Cordially yours,
S

x
' e

V. L.“Parsegian
Chairman
Conference Committee

Enclosures
vb
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7 March 1975

3600 W, Main Street
apt, 2
Belleville, Il. 62223

Dear Fr, Mampre:
This letter is in regards to the 60th Anniversary of
the Armenian Massacres. '
Could you please send to us as soon as possible the
pamphlet titled "Human Rights and Genocide" and
informational materials that can be niven newspap=r
publicity.
e are inviting speaksrs and they would like this information
as soon as possible,

Thank you very much.

Very Sincerely,

LRy Wi
Manoog ¥eleoi

Deacon-in-CHarne of the
Holy Shonhagat Parish,
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12 February 1975

3600 W, Main Street
apt, 2
Belleville, Ill., 62223

Desr Dr. Parsegian:
The East S5t, Louis Holy Shoghagat Parish is very interested
in holding a semipar on Genocide as outlined in your numerous
news releases and information sheets. We are presently in the process
of picking a8 committee for this project
Because of numerous reasons we will be celebrating Martyr's day
on April 27, Sunday. Could you please send to us, as quickly ss
possible, the various documents which you have alluded to in past
letters, This will take a great deal of planning and therefore
we would like to have all the pertinent information as soon as
possible,
Please send all information to me (the above address) and
I will forward it to the Chairman of the Martyrs Day Commitiee as
soon as wd select him (or her). |
Thank you very much,
Very Sincerely,
S tctn g fares /é/é//&;\
Deacon Manong legian
Deacon-in-Charge of the

Holy Shoghagat Parish
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June 23, 1976

Deacon Manoog Kelegian
Deacon-in-~-Charge

tioly Shaghagat Armenian Church
3600 W. Main Street, #2
Belleville, Illinois 62223
Dear Deacon Manoog:

As requested, please find enclosed one pad. of
official Funeral Records. ’

Yours respectfully,

Syraun Palvetzian
Director

inclosure

vbh
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Holy Shoghagat
Armenian Church

May 24, 1976

3600 W, Main Street #2
Belleville, Il., 62223

Dear Jack,

Re: Official Sacrament Records.

We have record ledgers for Baptism and Marriane, but we are
in need of the official records for funerals, If you

could send that to me I would appreciate it. Thank you

Prayerfully,
/z‘ Heas, //Zémci a7 -

Holy Sh agat Armenian Churd



July 21, 1976

Deacon Mancog Kelegian

Ueacon-in-Charge, Holy Shoghagat Areenian Churc&
3600 West Main Street, Apt. 2

belleville, I1linois 62223

fear Deacon }Manoog:
_ He will be pleased to make an official visit to your parish
on the weekend of January 23, and have reserved the date in our
calendar accordingly.

Please let us know, about a month prior to that date, the
specific plans made for the weekend. We will, soon after we
hear from you, {inform you of our travel plans.

Prayerfully,
Archbishop Torkom ﬁanoogtan
Primate

cc. Parish Council Chainlady
Mrs.Liberty Tourigigian
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July 1, 1976

The Most Reverend Archbishop
Torkoom Manooglan

Primate of the Armenlan Church
of America

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Dear Srpazan Hayr:

We would like to request the honor of your presence

at Holy Shoghagat's 20th Anniversary celebration. We
realize that your schedule is quite busy, but we would
like to know, as soon as possible, which of the
following dates you could come to East St. Louis:

»- January 23rd, 30th, or the earliest date in February.
It would be better if you could come in January, since
that is nearer to our Anniversary. Your presence will
be very deeply appreciated.

As you know, we have sent in minutes which state our
Parish Assembly's desire to buy three acres of land.
We humbly request approval of the Diocesan Council,
Trustees and you as soon as possible.

Madcheemk i hampooyr tzer

Soorp Achooyn, /{f?
ééé;gaf’,d%aékfﬁ iﬁ;;éi\

Deacon Manedg Kelegian

D *bon—in—Charge

" /;u gm o
leerty ourijigi
Chairlad¥, Parish ‘Cotincil

AN
AR



January 4, 1977

Deacon Manoog Keleoian
Deacon~in-Charge, Holy Shoghagat Church
3500 West Main Strest. Apt.#2
gelleville, I1linois 62223

Dear Deacon Manoog:

Hith reference to our letter dated December 22, 1976, kindly
note that His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manooaian will be arriv-
ing in St. Louis on Januvary 21, 1977, at 7:52 o.m., on American
Airlines flight 473.

tiis Eminence will be leaving on January 24, 1977, at 1:10 5.m.
on American Afrlines fliaht 336. ‘

It would be most appreciated if arrangements can be made to
meet His Eminence at the airport, and the necessary reservations
made for his accommodation. '

Thank you for your cooperation.

Respectfully,

Sylvia Terzibashian
Secretary to the Primate

cc. Parish Council Chairman

st



" December 22, 1976

Deacon Manoog Kelegian
Deacon-in-Charge Holy Shoghaagat Church
3600 Main Street West, Apt.#2
Belleville, I1linols 62223

Dear Deacon Manoog:

With reference to your letter dated December 20, 1976, enclosed
please find an up-to-date bio data of His Eminence Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian. ,

You will be notified of His Eminence's arrival 1n East St. Louis
in a few days' time.

His Eminence will be pleased to perform a'baptism while he is in
your parish on Sunday, January 23, 1977, before the Divine Liturgy.

With regard to what will be needed for the baptism, it is suggested
that you should follow the instructions in the Introduction of the "Book
of Baptism” (small, red cover) published by Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan.

Respectfully,
Bylvia Terzibashian

Secretary to the Primate

Enclosure

st
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December 20, 1976

3600 W, Main Street
-Belleville, Il., 62223

Archbishop Torkom Manuugian

Primate of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second ﬂvenﬁe

New York City, N.Y, 10016

Dear Surpazan Hayr, ‘
As soon as pbssibIE'me would like your office to send
\ us some information on your background and present éctivities
for news releases. Also we would like to know of your s
arrcival time so that we . can arrange television coverage.
\ (Again, a&s soon as possible),
That week-end we would like you also to preform a baptism,
Perhaps, thié could be done just before the Badarak on Sunday

TQU \ January 237 I have already suggested this to the Family,

) Would you please tell me what will be needed for the Baptism?
Also, I told them that I would be the god-father because they
are new in thié community and cannot come up-with a god-father,

Finalli;‘l would like to again reguest that you come in
Friday evening, January 21. . T have resolved in my mind what
I would like to db in the Hear future regarding what parish
I will be in. I feel I have failed here and I also feel that

I need an assistsntship some where.

Madcheem i hampooyr tzer Soorp Achooyn,

G

Armenian Churcty,

25, We WWW ? fous Epficay r o Bogny D
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December

3600 W,
Bellevil
.
Dear Srpazan Hayr,

Meny p¥ans for your arrival are in the making present
largely due to the work of the 20 Anniversary Committee un
the Chairmanship of ZabelTe Va£tanian and judy Tourajigian
We will bave a parisﬁ council meeting under your chairmans
Saturday night (Janusry 22, 1977). UWe have a 20 Anniversa
celebration planned for after church January 23, 1977,

We hope to have over 30  $100,00 or more donors,
Presently what we need ars‘ngSSV picturgg_giﬂlgy*\

. . i
for news releases. lould ypu please send them as soon
8s possible? |

Thank you very much,

Madcheem i hampooyr tzer Sidorp Acho

~ ,;::ﬁ%i%ksez4~’~—’”(Céégzz'Z’L‘£4

Deacan Manoog Kelegian
Deacaon-in-Charge of the
Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church

P.Se I hope you:are considering coming in Friday night so
that you can meet Judy, my fiance, in a more relaxed

atmosphere,.

UNhPA GRLLUUS | gﬂﬁlg Shaghagat

Armenian Church

9, 1976

Main Street
le, Ill¥nois 62223
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November 18, 1980

Mr. Radko K. Jansky

HMaryville College-Saint Louis
13550 Conway Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Dear Mr. Jansky:

Forgive the delay 1in answering your Tletter however, it just
reached my attention. I will try to answer the several inguiries that
it included.

Firstly, I have included an abridged "Armenian Church Directory"
which should assist you.

Secondly, the Armenian-American community numbers some 500,000
souls, the majority of which are affiliated with the Church in one way
or another. I suggest you directly contact the other Dioceses for the
statistics pertaining to them.

Thirdly, I have included reprints of sections from The Church of
Armenia by Halachfa Ormanfan, former Armenian Patrfarch of
Constantinople, which deal with the positions of the Armenian Church
vis-a-vis other churches and denominations. While the book was printed
many years ago (1910), its texts regarding Dogma and Church Doctrine
are still in force.

continued...
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Finally, I have enclosed a transliteration chart which corresponds
to the pronunciation of classical Armenian. Today, the Eastern Armenian
pronuynciation is similar to the classical Armenfan while Western
Armenian differs slightly from the classical.

As for printed material regarding Armenian grammar 1 suggest you
write to the following address:

ilekhitarist Press
98 Mt. Auburn Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts (2138

They should have a complete listing of Armenian language books and
alds.

I hope that this material will provide you with some help. Please
fecel free to call me if you need anything else.

Yours sincerely,

Hrant Gadarigian
Cultural Affairs

Ll S



