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May 12, 1976 

The Most Reverend 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

ea~lg ~ luxgltagat 
~rm:euiau <trltur~h 

Primate, Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayra 
-

The enclosed minutes were recorded at a Special Parish 
Assembly held May 10, 1976. The Parish Assembly decided 
to sell the five acres which we own because of a pending 
highway which would cut through the middle of the land, 
making it worthless to us. After over a year of delib­
erations with the State of Illinois Highway Department, 
they have offered us $2),500000 for our land. 

The details of the land are enclosed in a copy of a letter 
sent to you July 5, 1975. We have also enclos.ed a copy 
of your response to that letter. 

We unanimously agree with the decision of the Holy 
Shoghagat Parish Assembly and ask that you, the Diocesan 
Council and the Board of Trustees confirm our decision. 
It is imperative that we sell this land in order to buy 
another suitable parcel of land. 

We should note that at the Special Parish Assembly we 
did not resolve to purchase land. More deliberation is 
necessary for this. 

Madcheemk i hampooyr tzer Soorp Achooyn, 
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Special Parish Assembly Meeting Minutes 
Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 

May 10, 1976 

The Special Parish Assembly of Holy Shoghagat Armenian 
Church was called to order at 8a1S p.m. on May 10, 1976 
at Our Lady of Assumption Church, 9950 Bunkum Road, 
Fairview Heights, Illinois. 

Due to the illness of Parish Council Chairman Liberty 
Tourijigian, Council Treasurer Charlotte Tatosian acted 
as chairman and conducted the meeting. By conscensus, due 
to the absence of the Council secretaries, Judy Tourijigian 
was named secretary of the Asseab~'• 

Eighteen.:dues. payi116J-.rlbers out of 52 were in attendance 
and thus a quorum was had. 

Notice had been sent out to all members stating the nature 
of the meeting which was to consider sale of five acres of 
land on Highway 157 in Caseyville, Illinois which the 
Parish presently owns, to the State of Illinois Hi~way 
Department because of the state's decision to build a 
highway through the middle of our property. 

Acting Chairman Tatosian stated that the Parish Council 
unanimously suggests to the Parish Assembly to sell the 
land to the State of Illinois for the negotiated price 
of $2J,SOO.OO. . 

Discussion was held concerning the proposed sale, with 
various memb.ers stating opinions. 

Mike Bohigian then made a motion to sell the five acres 
of land owned by the Parish located on Highway 157 in 
Caseyville, Illinois to the State of Illinois Highway 
Department for $2),,500.00 because of the state's plans 
to build a highway through it. The motion was seconded 
by Margaret Bohigian. A vote was then taken and 18 
members voted for the motion, zero opposed and thus the 
motion was unanimously carr.ied. 

At this time Tatosian requested. Architectural Committee 
Chairman Len Mooradian to address the meeting concerning 
other parcels of land under consideration by the 
committee. Mooradian then described two parcels of land 
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Special Parish Assembly Meeting Minutes 

Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 

May 10, 1976 

that may be suitable for our needsa one located on 
Highway 159 and the other on Huntwood Drive, both in 
Fairview Heights, Illinois. Discussion ensued. Mooradian 
stated that the committee had not come to a final 
decision yet but when it did, it would make a proposal 
to the Parish through another Special Parish Assembly 
meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:15 p.m. with a closing prayer by · 
Deacon Manoog. 

Respectfully submitted, 

':....-1'~~~~-~ 

(ZL4;aZ. tlj~~ 
Charlotte Tatos1an 
Acting Chairman 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 212 686-0710 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 

Deacon Manoog Kelegian 
Deacon in Charge 
Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 
3600 West Main Street, #2 
Belleville, Illinois 62223 

Dear Deacon Manoog: 

) 

July 15, 1975 

We have received your letter of July 5, and are content 
with the complete background provided. 

Please communicate the conditions of sale, when they 
are determined at the meeting you refer to, and we will 
present them promptly to the Council and Board of Trustees 
for approval. 

Prayerfully, j,
4 

att:-~~ rf/t~ 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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'l'he tost Rewrend Archbiahop Tork01n i.lanoo~an 
630 ~~cond ~venue 
1'~.,. Yorl', N<ttw York 

Ycur Grace: 

228 ,Tulia Fl~ce 
Eftllt>"J'ill.,, Illinois 
July 5, 1975 

) 

IrJ. tielly, I wish to apolo~%• on behalf' of t.he 1974 Eoly Shogha~t Parish 
Council for no·t having followed proper procedure "When property \WI purchased in 
th:ttt the Di o~s" W"'lt not formal !y noti Ntd or Mme. To ~\·t {~c::::pt. to numsrl' te 
r~~son:s for t~'io ~rror would ro:!ult in a hm;;hi;y di:l!'Z~rta i:.ion and, in the end, 
.still '00 to no avail. Tlm.~, l~t it suffice to sny th .. "lt tMs ye~r•a Council rltb 
the guidance C'Jf I:@acon i!~moog, is •ndeavoring to perform all duties in accord~nee 
with the esteblishad By-L4ws • 

.\t any r~te, in ,!;r:xril ot 1074, rive Acres or lane loc:1l;.e~ on Hi~hny 157 in 
Caseyvill<'l, I11inoist ftre purchased tor ~'~15,C>.OO.r·O. '1'~<:1:3 psrcel of' bnd is lo­
cated varallol to a proroinont thoroughfare and is centr~lly available tor our 
tri-coml':lunit.y parish. 

Untorttmatel:r, a problem hss arisen w1 th the ground in that our r~oently 
t'ort'led i:.rehi~ot.ural Conlllittee discovered in tbdr ~ploration of the property 
thl\t a hir.h~ey is proro~ed to p":lSS rir-ht t!'lroup-h the mhh1h of our land • r:uch 
invf."sti.r!l!t:ion luis onau~d aa well !Ill a joint eeet,in~ ccmpc;~{~ of the ~:rehi+A>ctural 
Committee, the i)ariah Cotmcil, and the Gh:i.et l~ndnt=!er of :.:-.c 'tiighwsy Der:,art::~nt. 
This cd:"ficial st!l~rl t''1!lt not only is !!Uch a hir.hvr~y on the cooks, but also that 
construction of same will probably eome to J>ll5a in a ye~r or so. In addHion, 
nfter extf'n~ive dialogue, the Ghier :2nefneer entertdrted the possibility of pur­
c~asing our land. 

Consequently, tho Parish Counoil c~tlled a Sp!cid fariah t.ss~mbly and re­
por~ed all ~rtinent information to the Holy Shor>:r.n11,at Church tn¢mbere who as our 
t".inutee aubll!.i-f:.ted to yen. indiee.C., TOtA'd cV'!'.,.._h.-.11"l1n!'f1Y to SC"ll t'he pro~rty to 
the Hig~~~y >'p:1rtm~nt if sueh i!:! faa~iblt~t. This t.h~n in "'.:.M ~st-nt d :.t:a~ion 
with a tH.'f!ting echec:uled bet'l're~n t'r.e iU"c::itE:ctursl Cct"..wi ttee \!Inn t.he Chief :-:n?ineor 
durtng this :r.onth. Cur tnticipat1or1 is t.h3t nc~tiations will col:'l::~nee at thia 
ceutia~. ~iaturally, di:::posing of the r::roperty pt"r se is f"unde~entally dependf\nt 

_ upon t.he np~val which we humbly seek cf Your Grace and the Diooesnn Council. 

Cnce arndn, ! apologize tor our mint.,ke. Flesse l1~Ueve M when I uy suoh 
was noc int~~tion~l. Incidentally, it rnore detailed data is n~eced eoncernin~ the 
property ques~ion we shall happily subcit S:lt:e. t:ay you enjoy a pleaunt summer. 

·. 
Most respec~tullr, 


