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5 Orlemol Orfhodox churches

to see xeumﬁcahon with Rome
kowi's &lobe - Sats, 7/30)

. lobe-Democrat-Washington Post
News Service

Resolving one of the major doctrinal disputes in
Christendom, five Oriental Orthodox churches. that
broke from Rome 15 centuries ago have agreed in prin-
ciple to seek reunification with the Roman Catholic
Church.

The five have a combined membershxp of 17 million,
about 1 million of them in the United States.

The five Oriental churches - the Coptic Orthodox
Church of Egypt, the Syrian Orthodox Church of An-
tioch, the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church and the Syrian Orthodox Church of
India — since 451 A.D. have remained a distinctly sepa-
rate branch of Christianity that viewed Christ’s nature
as only divine.

The five churches have accepted both the divine and
the human natures of Christ.

According to sources reached by telephone in Rome
and Vienna, the settlement of doctrinal disputes and the
general agreement to seek reunification are not likely
to lead to any immediate steps to incorporate the five
small churches mto Christendom’s largest organized
branch.

The sources sald the key obstacle is the pope’s role
as head of the Roman Catholic Church.



