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September 20, 1990 

The Very Rev. Khajag BArsamian 
Primate 
Diocese of the Armen1nn Church 
630 SPrond Avenue 
New Ynrk, NY 10016-4885 

Dear Hayr Soorp: 

As DelegAL<..• of t.he Holy Resurrccti()n P3ri.:;h in South Milwauketl, 
Wisc<Jnsin, I feel it impcrfit i vi'! to inform you and the Diocesan 
Cour,cil of my concc1-n f1.>r how t.he P11r·ish Council has misused lts 
power during the past year and h<.1w this mi suso has adversely 
affected this pArish, 

Since first t.Dking office, the PHrish Council Chairman has used his 
office to mt:~t the needs of a select. few, and not the needs of thP 
parish. Mjchael llayalh1n, in his iTt~xpericnce, has sought the 
coun:.i~l of Charle~ Kademian and has requested his presence at every 
~',trish Council meeting to date.· 

D,_, _ng the met=Llngs, CJ,<.;rles KademJ:.1n has work~d to mislead the 
oti,er tne>xperiencerl members of the Par1sh (\)urJcil. He: successfully 
con·. inced them that \vP. face a finfincial crisis (which is nut. the 
c!l~e). As a rP.slllt, our Ch:..1irman stat~d at the Ju1y 2:r;-1990 
maeting thaL we could not efford Lu conttnue to 0mpluy Uea~on Serop 
A 1 j a li FH• • · •r h l s w a s s u p p o r t e d b y C h a r 1 e s K tl d em i a n a n rl a no t her 
pRrtshioner present at the meetjng, Elliot Kashian. Mr. Kashian 
also made severAl stA.tements at th.Ls meeting quest:ioning the 
fin.JnCifl.l vi8t'lility of our churL:h. 

Their comments twisted the truth about our financial staLus. As 
you know, we are very Financially s~cure at this rime. Except for 
Parjsh Council members Armen H~c!jin1an and Kathy Koi3hlen, n<', othe1 
mcmb~rs of t.he Council spoke in favor of Deac()n Serop at t.hnt 
meeting. Kathy Kaishion has since re~igned from the coun~i1. 

Deacon Serop has had to rter.1l wit.:h the frustr<lti(IIHJ of having ::t. 

tJurish Council Chairman who is unwilling to consult with him 
regarding any plans for the ch11rch anJ Collncil meetings. He has 
also been subjected to the rumurs of our 1nability to pay Deacon 
Serop <:tt the spee;i fied stipenrl amount.. These rumors have b~P.n 
proltfcrated 1n the community by Charles Kudem.i;;tn, Elliot Kashian 
and their small group of cohorts. 

Tht: majority of otJr members l'tr-e in favor of ;'ln<l ~Htpport. thA work 
flcocon t;erop h<J~;:; donQ.. He has workP.f1 very 111ell with ntll youth anci 
h a ~• t r 1 e d d i J i fJ' n t 1 y t. o or~~ n i ~ <, ou r p l:l r i 1'\ h '"' n d 1 t= v l L u 1 i z e 1 t • The 
only reason that he h.Js n(Jt succ.eedt:.-d in 81\ of h1s ~ndt!avors ls 
that. the Parish Council litiS not worl~t!U \.Jtth him, nor ha~ i.t 
t!nrottrag~d him iu hi::; cfforL~S, 



r. , " 
~ 

The problems in this parish cont.inu~ l.o be ~aused by a select few 
who are concerned solely with financial issues and, admittedly, are 
not cuncernerl about. the spiritual needs ot our church community. 
Thu~e arc the !'16me .select [~:w who h::tve not attendeJ church services 
regularly for at least one year in protesL because they were not 
in fAvor of Deacon S e r o p ' s a s s i g n men t. to t. h i s c om m u n i r.y • T h i. s , 
despite the fact. that Deacon Serop's assignment hod been 
unanimou<lly Rpproved hy the Pan:-.h Council. T!tt>y havt.> openly 
axpr~ssed this to Deacon Serop. 

0 u r n e \~ C h a i r m a n i :=; (~ x t r e n1 e 1 y i n e :.... p e r i e n c: e d 1 n t h e v.' .1 y s o f o u r 
Church. He hA~ chc.sen to li..;tr>n clc.sely Lo the ncgctlve voi,~es in 
(} u r parish and has a r l c \,' e d t he n1 r. o g u j de hi s dec i g J on s and s c t t he 
tone at the Parish Council meerings. 

The parish is very c!i:,trauRht ovf'r thi.;,;; :r.i.lttt-r. T(, tho LtlSJodty, 
Uear.on Serop's leaving repres~J~!~ the bt:giilning of the end for our 
paris' Many of us who hf!ve wntkod St"> 0iligently through the Y~<:trs 
lo keep the parish running smoot.hlv are now tontinuing the efforts 
only as long ;3s Deacon Serup rema1ns. Tt •1il~ ~hen be up to those 
who forced hilll out ol our community t\) 1vorrv ttLout how tht; J.l<lrish 
will survive when he leaves. 

We will continut:> to \¥Otship in our churih cr 'thcrs, but \vill no.!:_ 
work in our own p~rlsh as long us th0se rega:~v2 forces remain in 
c:harge. 

Thank you for allowing D~acon Sernp to come to uur community to 
provide .3 frc:1h breath()£ lif~, ::tllll-':!.t for a shc:.rt t1me. The vast 
m a J o r i t y o f _ t) 11 r p a r i .s h i o n e r s '" i l 1 m i s .;; f 1 i m g r t' ::1 t l y a n d 0 u r p ei r L ~ h 
will suffer c:>j)l_' uf its greatest losses. 

Y o u r s v e r y r ,- ; ' 1 v , 

M. 1/$4-fYU 
Le1.f Peterson 
Diocesan Delcgat~ 

LP:sf 

cc: Judge Vincent Curahian 



November 5, 1990 

Deacon Serop Aljalian 
Deacon in Charge 
Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
909 Michigan Avenue 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

Dear Deacon Serop, 

This letter is in response to the letter from Mr. Charley 
Kademian dated July 23, 1990. 

I apologize for the delay in responding, however, I did have to 
do further investigation. 

With regard to Item A, the Diocesan Council has recommended 
the issuance of a $709 credit for clergy assassment. 

With regard to Item B, and using information obtained from 
your Annual Parish Assembly reports. the following disposition 
has been made. 

In 1985 you reported 92 members in your parish, and the 1986 
assessment for 1985 also reflected 92 members. This is correct. 

In 1986, no Annual Parish Assembly reports were received or found 
to be on record. I, therefore, derived your 1986 membership by 
going to your 1987 reports which showed 68 members, and that same 
report showed a decrease in membership by 14 from the year 1986. 
1 then added the 14 members back to the 68 members of 1987 
-resulting in 82 members in 1986. The 1987 assessment for 1986 
reflected 81 members. This was one member in your favor. 

In 1987, your reports showed a membership of 68 members, and were 
assessed for 82 members in 1988 for 1987. This is clearly an error. 
1 assessed a~ amount of $38.43 per member by taking assessed 
amount ($3151.99) and dividing by 82. I then multiplied 68 members 
by the $38.43 and arrived at the correct assessment of $2613.24. 
The difference is $538. 

Beyond this point, I see no.errors in your assessment. 

To summarize, you will be is_sued a cr.edit for $709 for clergy, 
and $538 for membership totaling $1247. 

I will notify the Diocesan accounting department to update their 
records. 

I trust this will close the matter out. If I can be of any further 
assistance, please feel free to call or write. 



You should have in your possession the entire packet showing 
your reports and annual assessment. Please refer to them for 
edification. 

v;/~ 
C~ement Ashekian 
Treasurer, Diocesan Council 

84 Ellsworth Boulevard 
Kensington, CT 06037 
(203) 828-6160 



Mr. Elliot Kashian 
Parish Council Chairman 

July 2, 1991 

Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 
909 Michigan Avenue 
South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53172 

Dear Mr. Kashian: 

Recently, a number of complaints have been received 
via the Primate's office concerning correspondence from the 
Parish Council Chairman of the South Milwaukee Church, 
specifically an undated letter which, among other announce­
ments, seeks a volunteer typist. 

Having received a copy of the memo, I must admit its 
questionable language and misspellings do not seem appro­
priate for a letter from an official of the Church. The 
work of the church is certainly not easy and I am aware of 
the particulars in the case of South Milwaukee. But any 
letter from you should still reflect the style, tone, and 
professionalism of your office. Please consider this in 
future correspondence. 

May God bless and guide us all in every endeavor in 
His service. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Haigazoun Najarian 
Vicar General 



Dear PGr, 

Holy Resurrection Armenian 
Apostolic Church 

909 Mic::higan Avenue - (P.O. Box 143) 

South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53172 

This is to inform you the next service will begin at 10 A.M. 

on Sunday the 16th of June. There will be no morning service so 

please be-,aware that mass will begin at 10 AM. 

Also please note this typewr~r sucks and I am typing this 

with one finger. Anyone wishing to agree to type~bi-monthly 
notices please contact me at 764-3750 or my of·fice 744-7794 or 

leave a message on the answerin~ machine at church. If the quality 

of this typewritter is a deterent in getting a competent person 

I can understand reluctance to volunteer. Perhaps there may be a 

solutioq~that has been left unaddressed. Parish council meetings 
·-·"'-"' 

are held the second Wednesday of each month 7PM; you are invited 

to attend. 

Just a note on the festivalQWe are seeking one individual to 

accept the position of chairperson then the festival can go on. 

Elliot l<ashian 

Chairman Parish Council 



July 2, 1991 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian. Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

Thank you for your letter of June 18 concerning 
complaints registered with you by parishioners of the Holy 
Resurrection Church. I can appreciate your frustration as 
well as your kindness in responding to them as a concerned 
pastor. Please be assured that a letter has already been 
dispatched from the Vicar General to Mr. Kashian concern­
ing that letter in particular, with no specific mention 
made as to how we were made aware of the problem. 

God bless you and may He guide us all as we labor in 
His service. 

With prayers9 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 



,. /71. ~ ~ ~ Cff/lu~u;h 

460.5 8u:e 9'/wd, ~~ ~~.un .53402 

414-639-0531 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

His Grace Bishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Srpazan: 

June 18, 1991 

A recent undated letter from the parish of South Mil­
waukee Holy Resurrection was received by us (see the enclosure). 
The language, style, cont~ut and nature of this 'official' 
correspondence is most unbefitting a church. Several of the 
parishioners from South Milwaukee have complained to me recently, 
not only of this document~ but the morale and present situation 
of the parish. 

I can only listen and offer suggestions, as you know, but 
I feel that the situation should be addressed more directly before 
it gets totally out of control. I offer these comments with hope 
that this matter be investigated. 

With dutiful respect, 

!/J-(JIA~~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

cek 


