
BY LAWS OF THB ARMENIAN CHURCH OP MIJUfrb 

PA&J§H MQMDkY 
4. Members of tbe Armenian .cnurch in each cc:>ttln\uni iy, t;6.a~t!ler 
with the clergy,· s))all form. a· parish of the ,P.rtnenia~ ~hb:'ch of 
Arne ric~, whic:Jl. $~all become a duly ~onsti tuted .Pari·sh· updn ·j~.on
fi:qnatic;m .by: ·the· Primate and ,the .o:~.ocesan counc;il. · ·· ···' : 

5. All persons who have been baptized arid confi:traed :tn the · 
Armenian Church, who accept:its doctrine~ c~nons ~l'lCl ;ites. 
and who fulfill their oblfgations·to the church and'cdmmunity, 
shall be memqera ~D good st.aQding of .. the Pa:r;ish . Church and 

· shall cona,itute the Parish Assembly. · , · 

6 .. ~very .• mber of the Parish, 21 years o£ age. o.r over, shall 
pay to his (or ~r) ch~cb an annual due,, the' amount of which 
shall be determined by the Diocesan Assembly. such amount may 
be increased, but not decreased, by the Parish Assembly. Dues 
are payable in .•dvance on January 1 of each yea;. 

7. ~mbers.in good stanciing.of a Parish Church, who are twenty
one yeara of age or over, may participate, .i~ ~e assemblies 
of the same parish and may vote, P.r6vi4ed tb~t ~t least six 
months have elapsed since the date· of their registration· as 
members of .the pari.~ anc;l their dues have been paid. They 
may be eligLble for office one ~ar after becom~ng members. 

8. Meapbers ~ho fail to pay their dues fpr one. or more years, 
aut91t'8tically forfeit their. right to vote at.~afish Assemblies, 
or to hold elective office within the pari~b. S~ch members may 
rein~.tate these rights by payment of their dues in arrears for 
at least the previous two years. 

9 •.. No one may· t.)e a ·voi:ing :iMmtber tri i'ndra 'i!ta~ ·cine ~·parish at 
the same time • 

10. A member of a parish acting in contravention of these By
L~ws may be depittved of his right to vo:te ~n.~ .. ~ bold office 
by the TWO-THIRDS vote of the members present :tn a duly 

. assembled Pari~ Assembly. The dec.i,.,sion sb.all ~ e.ffecti ve upon 
confirmation by the Primate. , · · 

11. A meeting of the 
presided over by the 
Assembly ~hich shall 
its j~isdiction. 

members in good standing of the Church, 
Parish Priest, shall form the Parish 
~ondu~t such. a£fa.1rs as m~y come within ' . ,• . 

12. In communities where tq~te is no fati•~ Priest, meetings 
shall be held under the presidency of'tbe Chairman of the Parish 
Council. 
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Parish Assembly - Contin~d--

13. The Annual Parish AseeMbly ebali be held regularly once a 
ye~,-during thtt ~.ntlua of January or Febr~ry, unless decided 
otbe.~ise· :by the previous "Annual Parish A'ssembly. s~ial 

. Patisl) A~semblies n,ay be held_ when necess•x-y. Annual or special 
Parish Assemblies shall be called w_i th the app:taval of the 
Parish Council by the Pax-ish Priest or the Cha£rman·of the 
Parish ~oun~il, as the. ca$e may be. 

14~ The du~ies-of the-Annual Pari8h Assembly ·shall be: 

A. To elect ·officet's ·of' the Annual Pari·sh Assembly 
from a slate to be·determined by th$ Parisb:Asa.mbly. 

a. To elect~ Nominating cbmmittee compc)sed-o~ not 
less than three and not more than five members -
for a one-year tetm. · 

-· 

The Nominating Committee shall prepare lists of 
.. candidates, .double tbe number of vac•ncies for 

.the election 'Of the Parish council, Auditing 
COIDlllittee,· sub~equent· Nominating ec::maitee and 
Dicx:esan Delegates. · 

Members of the Monimating comm.tttee may enter their 
own names as candidates for office. 

c. To elect Diocesan Delegates from tbe pariah mem-
berhip. Those who receive the next highest num
ber of votes in the ·same election shall be con
sidered alternates in the order of their p~urality. 

::. ,_D •.. 'J.'o •X,•i~fl -~--.. ~~~~~~ ann.~;L _s~tements. and. re.:
porti:i··of· th'e 'hr1sb· Prf-est,- · the PariSh council · 
and their subordinate bodies for all activities 
during the year. 

B. ·To deci<f.e the budget estimate· for the ensuring year. 

F. To elect an Auditing C,ommi ttee composed of three 
members for a term of one year. · 

G.. To elect • the·. members of the Parish Counei'l. 

H. To transfer;· at the e'nd of every fiscal year, 
to the reserve fund a part of the~4xcess of in• 
. come over_ e~pendi t11,;e" C)f t;Jl,e. preceding years as 
determ~~~d _l)y the_ P~lr~sh Ar,s~iDbly ~ , 
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Parish Afr~mbly - continued 

I. TO z-ende" dec:f..sions and pass resolutions 
relative.t;o ~stio"s that appear on the 
agenda attached to the announcement of 
the meet!.~ • 

J. T~·~,nder decisions relative to the pur
chase or construction of real properties, 
and. to ~~it them to~~ Primate and the 
Diocesan council. for. their approval. ' 

. : . ' ! '. .. ... . ..... 

K. To adopt resolutions concerning the sale, 
exchange, lease ot mortgaging of realpro
per'\:y, a.Jld to submit·. sUch· resolutions to 
the Primate and the Diocesan Council, for 
a.pprova1. 

L. To adopt resolutions to be submitted to · 
the. J>iociesan AB:sembly. 

M. TO report .. in writing on all decisions arid 
r•so1ut1ons of the Parish Assembly to the 
Primate a.nd the Diocesan Council for approval. 

15. Special Parish Assembl~~s may be held also upon the 
written request of at least one-third of the total member
ship or fifty members of the Parish, whiChever is the lesser. 
Special Parish.~tings may be held for the folowing pur
posess 

A. TO organize,charitable, educational and 
soc::ial bodies with the approval of the 
D~oces~n council. 

B. To' elect cand1d~tes· ~ormihistry in the 
Church. 

c. To .. adopt 'resol~t1ons . to meet the specific 
needs of the Church, fnc:lUding all the duties 
. set iOftb in Article 14. : 

D .. T9 4stablish and maintain a Reserve Fund, 
aad to determine the purpose and method of 
its use as it may seem necessary from time 
to time, under the d1rection of the Primate 
and the Oi~e~an C.o.uncil. 

E ~ To au~hor;Lze the pa~ht of all eMpenfies or 
dues deteminec[ by the· Boly see in Btchmiadzin, 
the Diocesan Assemb~y and the Di'OCesan council. 
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Parish Assembly - Continued 

F. To adopt resolutions to be submitted to 1 the 
Diocesan Assembly and to receive reports from 
The Diocesan Delegates. 

G. To submit within four week8 reports on all 
decis~ons o~ the Parish Assembly to the Dio
cesan council for approval. 

16. The inv~tation to. a Parish Assembly shall be in writing 
to each individual member at least one week before the meet
ing and shall include the agenda of the Assembly. The Agenda 
of the Parish Assembly ~hall be prepared' by the Parish Priest 
and the Parish Council. Other matters of new business may be 
added by majority vote of the Parish Assembly. 

17. At Parish Assemblies %he presence of a minimum of one
third of the eligible voting membership or fifty members 
shall constituce a quorum, and decisions shall be rendered 
by majority vote of members present and voting, with the 
exception of Section A and B of this Article. 

ShQuld however, the Assembly fail to form a quorum, the af
firmative votes of the two-thirds of the members present 
shall be considered sufficient to arrive a t a decision for 
the above-mentioned purposes, grovided such decisions are 
approved and confirmed by the Primate and the Diocesan Council. 

A. For the election of a Parish Priest by the Parish 
Assembly, or for the removal from office of a 
Parish Priest elected by the Assembly, decisions 
shall be made by the two-'thirds vote of members 
present and voting, and shall be submitted for 
the approval of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council. 

B. For the purchase, for the proposal to sell, to 
mortgage, to lease or to exchange real estate, 

or for th~ construction of a building for the 
Parish, decisions shall be made by the affirma
tive votes of the two-thirds of themembers pre
sent and voting, and shall be submitted for 
the approval of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council/ 

18. The Annual Parish Assembly shall elect a Chairman and 
Secretary by a Pl'IU'ality of the members present and voting. 
s~cial Parish Assemblies shall be donducted by the Parish 
council Chairman and the Parish council secretary will act 
as secretary of the'se assemblies. 

19. The Parish Priest, or in his absence, his assistant shall 
preside, ex-officio, over the Parish Assembly except when the 
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Parish Assembly - continued 

Primate or his Vicar is present, in which case the latter 
shall preside. 

20. Any member of the parish questioning the legality of 
a Parish Assembly or its resolutions or elections may, 
within seven days from the date of the meeting, file a 
written complaint with the Parish Priest who willlimmediate
ly forward same to the Diocesan Council for necessary action. 

21. The members of the Parish council, the Auditing Committee 
and the Nominating Committee, the Diocesan Delegates and 
the Officers of the Parish Assembly shall be elected by 
secret ballot. Voting may take place only after the meeting 
has been called to order. For these elections a plurality 
vote shall be considered in order. All other matters shall 
be decided by a show of hands, unless otherwise decided by 
the Parish Assembly. 

22. Ina Parish Assembly each member shall be entitled to 
one vote which is not transferable and must be case in 
person. In case of a tie vote the presiding officer shall 
cast the deciding vote or he shall authorize a second 
balloting upon the same question, 


