
A special meeting er the st. Hareutune ani st. Jean 
parish councils was callei te er«er by eur Chairman. Barry Na
beiian, •n Februar.r 22n«., 1960 at 8:00 e' cleck P•• Mr. Jlachik 
Ch•Danian, Chairman er the st. Jehn parish ceuncil actei as c•
chai:rman. 

We were henerei by the presence er His Grace, Arch
bishep Sien Manoegian, who «evetei his time ani travel strictly 
fer the purpese er this meeting. Tlle meet in,; commence• by an 

epen1nc prayer by our surpazan Ha,-r, whe later m .. eratei the 
meetinc. 

The funot1en1nc greups present were as rellews: 

The st. Hareutune•s ani St. John's parish councils. 
The lan« site fact f1niing cemmittee members of 

beta communities, inc1uiing Mr. Hampar Boges
ian as ex-efficie. 

Hayr Soerp Kalfayan, Parish Priest 
Deacon Shnerk Mouraiian 

As first erier of business, Surpazan Hayr request•• 
to hear a :r-epert frem the lani ai te comm.i ttee. Esaha~ Haiia:r
ian was ielegatei ani he reportei that feur (4) well locate• 
ani most sui table sf. tea were selecte« ani that they all are 
si tuate41 in the same gene:ral area. 'l'hese si tea •~'•!;<as follows a 

1. 
2. 

3· 

4. 

30th ani Rawson Ave. on Rawson Ave. 
7200 Se. 27th en the East siie of By. 41 ani 
anpreximately 1 aleck South e:f Rawson "venue 
7500 So. 27th en the East siie ef Hy. 41 anc 
approximately 3 blocks ••uth of Rawsen Avenue 
7600 Se. 27th en the East alee of BY· 41 ani 
approximately 4 blocks South e:f Rawson Avenue. 

Al Bayalian peintec out on a map sketch te Surpaztn 
Hayras to the location of these sl tea. His Grace highly ap
preve« .~ these sites ani felt that any one e:f them was equal
ly satisfactorr. He felt that there shouli be ne reason net 
te accept this area since it was so clese to Seuth lfilwauklt e 
an41 inasmuch as it met se closely with the 1/3 ani 2/3 rair-
41istanee a~reement. 

Eiwar41 Jtalepan. a real estate businessman. ~elt that 
the abeve mentiene4 acrea~es ceuli be iiviiei in any amounts 
41esire« te meet with eur nee4s • '!'he lan« site committee ex
press .. unanimous approval of all these sites ani felt that 10 
acres nul« De an a4equate amount of ll n«. Arthur Barsam1aa 
mentienec that a joint effort was put f•rth te piek a site cer
respen41ng with the feasability of a mercer. 



M~. Shnerk Meura«ian was ~ven recegnitien by His G~ce 
at this peint an& the t~en« ef &1scuss1en chanc•• as he breucat 
up the matter ef a petitien. M~. Meura&ian state• that a ae~ger 
was net necessary an& that 130 peeple sign•• against buil«inc 
eutsiae ef Seuta Milwaukee p~eper. This matte~ was teaperarily 
·~eppe ••. 

His Grace askea fer a resume' ef what actiea t~ans
pire« at the ~eneral memltersh1p meetings ef' the twe celtlllUnitiea 
with regar« tf:> vetinc f•rmality ana •ecisiens estaltlishe•. Mr. 
Hachik Cheaanian briete• Surpazan Bayr that a mer~er vete lty 
secret ballet ana the rell cal 1 meth.. ~esul te• in 45 Dmltera 
present acceptin~ the mercer ana 10 members aesc.tins. Mr. 
Har:ry Nabe•ian state« the •eo1sien ef the St. HaNutune Cllureh. 
membership meetinc, which resultea in the acceptance .r the 
merger by a 55-25 vete, cenaucte• by secret ballet ana ay rell 
call at an unp~ece•ente• membership meeting. 

Surpazan Hayr cencluae• this repert ana aske• te have 
Sam Avakian, Secretary ef' the parish council, rea• a meme~n•u. 
prepa~•• by an annonymeus writer which was present•• merely aa 
factual infermatien ef c•st analysis te preve that a new church, 
if built in Seuth. Mllwaukae, ceula net be maintain•• witheut as
suminc an eperatienal aef'icit ef at least $8,000.00 annuall• aa 
cempare• with the present system anc its hi~est recorae• ac
ceunts ef eur present seurces ef inceme. 'l'herefere, in view ef 
1nvest1nc t95,000.00 in an ••trice, such as a church, the mame
ranaua pe1nts .ut that threu~h a merger , an• enly by cemaine• 
eff'erts an• petent1al reseurces, ceula suCh a churCh be ma1n

tainea without sutferin~ ~eat leases. 

Arthur Kashian asset-te• that the Natienal Council ef 
Churches ma•• an extensive survey ana reselvea that at least 50 
leaaers were necessaJWy fer a well rua church. The leati.ers re
quire& te eperate eur system sat1sfaeterily in eur cemmunitJ 
w ul• be as f'ellews: 

11 Trustees 
2 Deaoens 
J Chei~ representatives 
4 ACYOA. e.fficera 
~ ta•lea Auxilliary e.fficera 

10 Sunaay Scheel representatives 
6 Armenian Sohoel Di~ectera 

J M~. ani •~s. Club members 
Diecesan Auxilliar.y werkers 

Total 

The Ceunoil fUrther conoluaes that enly JO( .r the cen
gregatien are the main financial supperters ef the Church an• a 
mere 15~ ef tetal membership are the actual werkers le epin~ the 
church tunctiening. 



Ill answer te the matter ef' the petit1e te ltl'. Schllerk 
MeUPa•ian. Sm-paF.an Ba,.r state• tbat the eliera preve• their ••
vetien te the chUPch aM 1'ul1"ill•• their aa'Di tieaa an• •••i:rea 
t• tne beat .r their a•ilit7 ani 1tu11t wbat they f'elt was cee• 
f'er the .. elYes ani their chiliren. Be pnia .. th.a h1~7 •• 
aaii that he appreciate• their aenti .. nta. 

lie 1'urther •••e• that the el•ers ab.euli net i1apute 
the nee•• ef' y.uth ter expani .. facilit1ea in that the f'uture 
atrencth ef' eur yeuth is mere 1mpertant te censt•er.ani every 
ef'f'el't aheul• be ma•• lty all te auppert ui enoeurap the aer
~er. Be again ••••• that we live 1c & (if'f'erent era than tha~ 
ef eur el•era• tiae in which th• requirements tejay ceuli net 
lite oempare• w1tl1. that ef' the pa1t. 'l'here.tere. he telt that tile 
elie~ aheul• aooe«e te the wiaa•• et aur yeutb f'er a strencer 
an• mere uni.t1e• church ani relate• activities. 

SUJ"p&zaD Ha:rr express" his peraenal views eD the 
mercer ani oenclu•e• 1t7 g1 nne hi a full appt-en.l te pursue ita 
realizati• by geinc eut ani sellin~ the 1iea te ev•PT•• P&'th.er 
than te •taoeurace the peeple a~1nat it. 

i'tM o-enta were interject•• .tram the f'leer te the 
ef'feot that the peeple. •urtng the aerpr vete. •i• net 1'ull7 
uM.erstan• aa te wbat the7 •ere vet1ns ke te ce-.t1en. Ha,.r 
See:rp peint .. eut aiHI olar1.t1e• these stateaenta 1t7 aa71nc that 
an explaaatiea was ma•e 1:.7 hlmael.t ~ ltetb 1n A1'1Mn1an a!W .,._1ah. 
in afltli tieD to the nuaereu.a enea atresaetl 1n '!!lal1all. J:e alae 
tel41 them that they are vetinc eal7 fer tae. aeraet- anti net the 
ai te as this • ul• ._. arraap• by the jeir.at oe-.1 tteea te l:>e 
vet .. en at a later •ate. 

Surpasan Ha,-r peinte• eut that at the next general 
•mberahip meetiq, eaoh ceBI'IIUn1t7 aheultl Yete aeparatel7 ter 

ene er the aitea aeleote• b7 the lan• aite oe-.dttee an• that 
he sheuli •• 1nterme41 i~latel7 aa te whie~ at'• waa Yet .. 
upea. Be ll&tle it ••pll&t1e tat thia .atteza ake\11• ut lte ••
lay .. any lenaer than ene .. ata. 

'-l Sam Avak1ars.~~l"p11San layr that ainee he 
weulAI be in this area en March l)t.ll fer the er4liaat1• .r Deaoea 
Steve Banara1an. it he weul• please re111A1a an a•4lit1.nal ta7 
an« be present at eur ~~e~ttlt19rehip meetinc when the vete ter the 
site weul• lite taken. sam Avakian state• that the reaaea ter 
the ursenc7 e1' his p1-eaenoe was tilat the lleatla er the churea were 
aplit in their epiniena alteut the .. P88r an• that they ne lenpP 
ha• unit1 .. central ever thls 1saue 1n order te centinua te oea
v1noe the parishieneN • It waa felt tbat thla matter waa De 
lenser a lecal eae ltut aa• heceme an issue •1reetly inYelvln& 
tbe Dieceae. Surpasc lfa,.r ap-e" this was Yel"J' tl"Re ana stat .. 
tbat the •eetin& is te lae ael• •n MeUaJ'• Maroa J.4th, 1960, 
timetl at eur •iacretten. an« Bia Grace will pres!•• at the 
meetin~. 

•3• 



There beinc n• further business. the meetinc waa a•
jeurne& with a prayer at 10:4S •'cleck P••• an• cellatieD waa 
ha& by all. 

Surpazan Sien Manoe~ian 
cctMr. Haohik Chellanian 
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fteapectfully su8m1tte&, 
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A special meeting ef the st. Hareutune ani St. John 
parish councils was called to erier by our Chairman. Harry Na
beiian, on February 22ni, 1960 at 8:00 o'clock p.m. Mr. Hachik 
Chebanian, Chairman of the St. John parish council actei as ce
chaiman. 

We were henorei by the presence of His Grace, Arch
bish•p Sien Manoe~ian, who ievetei his time ani travel strictly 
fer the purpose of this meeting. The meetinp cemmenoei by an 

•penin« prayer by our surpazan Hayr, who later meieratei the 
meetin~. 

The functioning groups present were as f•llews: 

The st. Haroutune's and st. John's parish councils. 
The lanll. site fact finiiny, committee members of' 

beth communities, including Mr. Hampar Bogos
ian as ex-officio. 

Hayr Soerp Kalfayan, Parish Priest 
Deacon Shnerk Meuraaian 

As first erier of business, surpazan Hayr requestei 
te hear a repert frem the lana site cemmittee. Esaha~ Ha1iar
ian was dele~atei an• he reportei that four (4) well lecatei 
ani mest suitable s5.tes were selecteti anti that they all are 
situate« in the same ~eneral. area. These sites aPe·' as fellows: 

1. 
2. 

). 

4 .• 

30th anti Raws&n Ave. on Hawson Ave. 
7200 So. 27th en the East s:t4ie of Hy. 41 ani 
a>'preximately 1 block South of' Rawson Avenue 
7t;00 Se. 27th on the East sicie of Hy. 1t.l ani 
approximately 3 blocks south of Ra•son Avenue 
7600 So. 27th on the East side of Hy. 41 ani 
appreximately 4 blocks South of Rawson Avenue. 

Al Hayalian peintei out on a map sketch te Surpazan 
Hayras to the l&catien ef these sites. His Grace highly ap
prevei of these sites ana ~elt that any one •~ them was equal
ly satisf'actery. He ~elt that there should be n• reason net 
te accept this area since it was so close to South Milwaukee 
ani inasmuch as lt met so clesely with the 1/3 anti 2/3 !'air
distance agreement. 

Eiwarj Kale~an, a real estate businessman, felt that 
the above mentionei acrea~es c0ulfl be diviied in any amounts 
desire« to meet with our neeis. The lan« site committee ex
pressei unanimous approval of all these sites ani felt that 10 
acres would be an aiequate amount ef' 11 ni. Arthur Barsamian 
mentionei that a joint effort was put forth te piek a site cer
respeniing with the feasability .~ a mer,er. 



Mr. Shnork Mouradian was p,iven recognition by His Grace 
at this point ani the treni of' iiscusslon changei as he brought 
up the matter of' a petition. Mr. ' 11cmraiian state« that a mer~er 
was not necessary an« that 130 people signee against bu1liins 
euts1ie ef' South Milwaukee proper. This matter was temperarily 
ireppec. 

His Grace askei f'or a resume' of' what action trans
p1rei at the ~eneral membership meetings of the two communities 
with regari to voting formality an« iecisions establishei. Mr. 
Rachik Chobanian brief'ec Surpazan Hayr that a merger vete 87 
secret ballot ani the roll cal 1 methH resul tei in 45 mm&ers 
present acceptinF the merger ani 10 members «escsiin~. Mr. 
Harry Nabeiian state« the ieoisien of the St. Hareutune ahureh 
membership meeting, which resul tee in the acceptance e.f the 
merger by a ~~-25 vote, con«uotei by secret ballet ani by rell 
call at an unpreceientei membership meetin,.. 

Surpazan Hayr cenclutiei this report ani askei te have 
Sam Avakian, Secretary •f the parish council, reai a memeranium 
prepare« by an ann"nymeus writer whi.ch was presentei merely s.a 
factual information ef' cest analysis te prove that a new church, 
if' ·built in South Milwaule e, ceuli not be maintainei wi theut as
suming an operational ief'icit ef at least $8,000.00 annuall• as 
cemparei with the present system ani its hir~est recoriei ac
counts ef' our present stJurces of i.ncome. There:fere, in view e:f 
investing $95,000.00 in an eiif1ce, such as a church, the memo
raniua points out that through a merger , ani only by combine• 
efforts ana petential reseurces, couli such a ChurCh be main

tainei without au:fterin~ great leases. 

Arthur Kashian asse1~•• that the Nat1.nal c~uncil ef 
Churches maie an extensive survey ani reselvei that at least 50 
leaiers were necessary for a well rua church. The lea«ers r~
quirei te operate our system satisfaeterily in eur community 
• uli be as fellews: 

11 Trustees 
2 Deacens 
.3 Choir representatives 
4 ACYOA e.ff1cers 
5 Lailes Auxilliary o:ff1cers 

10 Suniay School representatives 
6 Armenian School Directors 

J Mr. ana Mrs. Club members 
Diocesan Auxilliary werkers 

Total 

The Council further eonoluces that only JO( of the cen
gre~atien are the main financial supporters o:f the church ani a 
mere 15~ of total membership are the actual workers lae epin~ the 
church functioning. 
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In answe~ te the matter e£ the petitien te Mr. Sehnerk 
Meu~a•ian, Surpa~an Hayr state• that the eliera p~evei their ie
vetien te the church ani fulfill•• their ambitiena ani ieairea 
to the best ef their ability ani built what they felt was ge•• 
fer theJUelves ani their chiliren. He praia .. th• highly an• 
aaii that be appreciatei their sentiments. 

He further aioei that the eliers sbeuli net i!spute 
the nee•s ef yeuth fer expaniei facilities in that the future 
stren1th ef eur yeuth is more i=pcrtant tc consiaer.ani every 
effort sheula be maie 8y all te support ani enceurace the mer
ger. He a~ain aiiei that we live 1& & iifferent era than that 
ef our el•ers' time in which th• ~qu1romants toiay ceula not 
be cemparei with that ef the past. 'l'herefere, he felt that the 
elaers sheul• acceie to the •isb~s .r •ur youth fer a stronser 
ani more unifiei ehureh ani relatei activities. 

Su.Jtpazan Hayr expressri his persenal views en the 
mercer ani oencluiei by gi.tng hts full appreval te pursue ita 
realizatien by ~o1nr eut ana sell1n! the iiea te everyene rather 
than te iisceurace the pftepl8 a~ainat it. 

Twa cemments were interject•• fr«m the fleer te tbe 
effect that the peeple, iuring the merger vete, iii not fully 
un«erstana as te what they ~ere veting ~. to cemmetien. Hayr 
Seerp peintei eut ani clarif1ei these statements &y sayinc that 
an explanation was maie by himself, ltcth in Armtn'l1an ani ~ish, 
in aciiitien ttt the numerttUs •nes stressei in En~lish. He alae 
tela them that they are vetin1 enly fer the merser ana net the 
s1 te as this • uli lte arranpi by the jeint cemmi tteea to be 
vote« en at a later iate. 

Surpazan Hayr peintea eut that at the next general 
membership meetina, each cemmunity eheuli vete separately fer 

ene er the sites selectei by the lani aite oemadttee ani that 
he sheuli be intermei im.aeiiately as te whica •1'• was Yet•• 
upon. He ma•• it emphatie that thia lMtter sheuli net 'De «•
layei any lenger than ene ••nth. 

'l Sam Avak1an~~rrpasan lfayr that since he 
weuli be in this area en M-r~h 13th fer the •~inatien ef DeaceD 
Steve Barsamian, if he weuli please re.ain an ai4it1enal iay 
ani be present at eur memlt4rah\p meet1nc when the vete fer the 
site weuli be taken. Sa111 Avakian state• that the reason fer 
the urgency ef bis presence was that the heada ef the church were 
split in their ep1n1ens a&out the mer1er ani that they ne len~r 
hai unif1ea control ever thts issue in order te centinue te cen
vince the parishieners. It was. felt that thia matter was ne 
lenser a lecal ene out bai neceme an issue directly 1nvelv1nc 
the Diecese. Surpazc Bayr aveea this was veJ!1 true ani state• 
that the a&etin& is te be ael« en Men•a'1• JlaPOh 14th, 1960, 
timea at eur iiscretien, ani His Grace will presi•• at the 
meeting. 

·3-



There being ne rurther business, the meeting was ai
journei with a prayer at 10:45 •'cleck p.m. ani cellatien was 
hai by all. 

Surpazan Si•n Manoe~ian 
cc~r. Hachik Chebanian 
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Respectfully submittei, 


