
Mr. RWJSeU Kaiahlaa 
3616 Tllb.'J Aveaue 

• 

lilt.:~,.~ outb Milwaukee, WiiJ<.oaaln i3112 

Y OlU" letter of Au.gut l i& a rec ltatioa of sad eveata watch require 
prompt rcaoluttoa. aarl we wUladdreaa ou.reelvea to the iaaue wlthoGt ._. 
prellmtaariea. 

The deacO&UJ of a chvell are aader the dlrecUOD &Dd aatkorlty of the 
pastor. Arttcle 48 of our Dtoc::eaaa By-laws may be cU.ed ia support. 
'Deaco•, cboii'Jil88ters, sacrlataM. aau Office workers may be appoiated 
oy the Pariah Prteat, wltll ttw couem of me Parish COUDCU • ._. aua oe 
a"lbjec~ the authority of the i 'artah Prleat, aau may be discb.arge\! by the 
latter wiUl the cOQ&eat ol tl:le ParU.h COWlGU. 

No Jeaooa • aa aatomatlc right to perform aacralDGilta. ot· evea to 
reeUe prayers Juri~~& aervlce. Ia the ablleace of the paetor. tt ta oaty vy 
speclai pennlastoa of the .Prlmate that a ueacoa may perform certain cbureh 
aenicea, Bad auch permlaaioa will alao U. made kaowa to the pariah (.;OW\Cli 

which is the oaty J"effpceaibie body ia the abseace oi t.b.e p&ator .. 

If tbe ~ dted tayOW' letter 8l'e true, H. woal.d be tatpoasiul.e to 
JUU(r tile acw of ywr ueacoaa who ave uy aach aetioas auwaf.ld rir;lds 
ueacou dO aot nave. 

tf 81\V deacoa caaaot c.'OIIIpiy with the nalv refene.Q to &Jao\'e, ne witl ~ 
ueprlved ol. tM prhi.lege8 ahea to .him ~ orat•Uoa. 

-more-



Mr. Russell Kaishian 
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£\ugust 9, 1973 

We must strus tnat th.e parish cowx:U is the executive body of the parish, 
aau charged with the arraagetnellt of au religious affairs alSo whea tbe putor is 
abseat. No ooe, least of all a detwon. can reaaoaably operate i.D the eaviroameat 
of our church without ackaowiedgiag aao respecting thia. 

It rem.aiu for the pal'ish cowwil to assert this prerogative aad restore 
order to the relatiOMhtpa of your parish. goverDm.eat. 

We hope aad pray tbat your authority will aot be further flollted~ so that 
we may not ile constraiaed to interveae with formal actloa. 

cc: The Very Rev. Arahag Khatc.badouriaa 

Prayerfully, 

Arcb.bis.bop Torkom MaDOO&iaa 
Primate 



copy to Fr. Arshag 
. Ins 2 a r s ;glt??:S???? 

D "'ar I~r. Kaishian: 
' 

Your letterbf August 1 is a recitation of sad events which require 
~ 

promnt resolution, and we will pddress ourselves to the issue without 

any nre1imineries. 

The deacons of a church are under the dirrction and authority of 

the nastor. Article Lp of our Diocesan By-18 ws nay be cited in support. 
---- (.1 ri s eft~·-guo t e F erf> ~~ 

· No deacon has an automatic right to nerform sacraments~".ei!"~.wib:J a~ 

-tl:Je L.1tllrgy., or even to ~. rrci te nrayers during service. In the 

absence of the nastor, it is only by snec~~<) permission of the Primate 

that a dea.con may perform certain church services, 8nd such permission 

"rill also be made know~ to the parish council which is the only resnonsible 

body in the absence of the na stor. 

If the eYamnles cited in your J.etter are true, it would be impossible ~ 

to justify thE> acts of your deacons vrho have by such actions assumed 

rights deacons do not have. 

If any deacon cannot comnly ·Hi th the rules rPferred to above, he will 

be deprived of the privileges given to him through ordination. 

We rnust stress that the narish council is the executive body of the 

narish, and charged -vri th the arrangement of all religious affairs .aet atZ.t-t./ 

~ '~rhen the "C1Stor is absent. No one, ffieast of a"l a deacon, can 

reasonably onerate in the emvironment of our church v.rithout acknc'\orledging 

ann resnecting this. 

It reamins for the parish council to assert this rrerogative and 

restore order to the relationshins of your parish government. 

IJ4. . ~ ............ ~·t-~Ef -" 1~ ..... ,~ __ &!&~ 

We hone and nray that your authority will not be furiher flouted, 

so that v.Je may not be constrained to intervene fmmn:::la:y. 
u•-i!:i f:·,••vd'- t1.,:7'i l;., ~ 

Primate 
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Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
ltew York, N.Y. 

Dear Surpazan Hayr: 

Holy Resurrection Armenian 
Apostolic Church 

909 Michigan Avenue - (P.O. Box 143) 

South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53172 

Office: 762-7460 

August 1, 1973 

This letter is in response to your telephone request to Father Arshag 
on July 24th. The Parish Council of Holy Resurrection wants to state 
here emphatically that they protest these past occurrences, and are 
looking for your immediate action to dispose of this problem that is 
disturbing Father Arshag. 

11/1/72. Hayr Soorp was not present in the city at this time, and 
Father Paree performed a marriage in our Church with his Deacon (at 
the request of the wedding party). When Father Paree asked for the 
Crown and whereabouts of the wine, Parsegh refused to cooperate. He 
was insubordinate due to the fact that Parsegh felt he should have 
been asked to serve inasmuch as our Parish Priest woa not present. 

11/15/72. Parsegh said he felt whenever Father Arshag was not in the 
city, a note should be placed in the Bulletin to call Parsegh if a 
priest is needed. 

Joe said he did not believe the Deacons should be treated as 
"rags", and they would nqt hold his "pesha". He said he felt ~hen the 
priest is away, any religious matters should come to the Deacons. Joe 
also said he did not feel the priest had long enough office hours, and 
the Parish Council should ask him to spend more time at the Church, Parish 
Council told Joe that they were satisfied with the office hours of the 
priest. 
11/4/72. Weekend of the Consecration of St. Mesrob Church. Joe and Parsegh 
made ruthless remarks about the existing parish council in Surpazan's 
presence, and how they planned to run for election the next term and 
change things in the Church. They made statements that they have the 
confidence and vote of the people, and they will not let the Church to 
be run the way it has been run in the past. 

4/10/73. During parish council meeting, Parsegh asked through Vice­
Chairman Sarkis Tchejeyan whether he could perform marriages. Sarkis 
told him he had asked the Primate, and Parsegh was told he could not 
perform any Sacraments. He also asked Father Arshag if he could per­
form funerals, or give communion, and he told a long story a~out a 
deacon who had performed a funeral service in Racine. Father Arshag 
told he could not. 
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Page Two 
August 1, 1973 

4/24/73. Martyrs' Day Program. Parsegh was a speaker, and in his pre­
pared speech, he said he was against changes in our Church, i.e. having 
services in English, and he stated he shared the feelings of the Parish 
council Chairman. 

Lenten Services. Parsegh, as Deacon, did not cooperate with the follow­
ing of the published textbook for Lenten Services in English, and walked 
out of Church on two occasions. Joe and Parsegh twisted the words of 
the priest whenever given instructions, making accusations that the 
priest ~as desirous of using them as ..,Peshas" in tl'le Church. 

5/20/73. Mothers' Day Program. Joe was a speaker at the program, and 
he made a statement that there are young priests that are changing the 
Armenian Church service and that he would do everything in his power to 
see that this does not happen. Later, he denied that his statement re­
ferred to our priest. 

Later the same day, Parsegh, in Hayr Soorp's office, made a 
statement directed to Hayr Soorp that he was ashamed of him because he 
was not letting him say the prayer that is normally said by a priest. 
He claimed Hayr Soorp was not giving him a chance. 

5/30/73. Ordination papers. Parish Council wrote a letter to Joe re­
questing his certificate of ordination, which he has not been able to 
produce. He did have a paper signed by the now Catholicos Khoren I, but 
it indicates that he has received only the four elementary degrees. 
He claimed the Catholicos said if we could find a better person for a 
Deacon, we should replace him. 

Vacation. This year Parsegh indicated he wanted two months' vacation. 
Every other year he asked for one month, and since July 1st, he has 
not participated in Church services, although he has participated in 
other Church functions. 

All of the above mentioned problems were continually brought to the 
attention of the Board by Father Arshag, and the Parish Council did 
try to compromise by refereeing between the Priest and the Deacons. 

Surpazan Hayr, we are looking desperately to yo'id now for your advice 
council members, congregation, 
want to see Father Arshag dis­
of resigning from our Parish 

Sincerely, 

-ILJ-/~tUt_ 
Russell Kaishian, Chairman 
Parish Council 
HOLY RESURRECTION ARMENIAN CHURCH 



46. A Pr' . t who is uo,der. the jurisdiction of this 

~~o~::•~m~n~"::i :;~~~i::~;~~-~l:~ 
I Wbe1'f ther~ls atvac;~cy in V"e p~Jrit· i¢e. 

the Primate sJ)atrappoi~a priest to ;ta.~e ~of 
__the parish,.-'dith the agreement of th'ePari uncil. 

._\ 48. Deacons, choirmasters, sacristans, and office 
workers may be appointed by the Parish Priest, with 
the consent of the Parish Council, and shall be subject 
to the authority of the Parish Priest, and may be dis­
charged by the latter with the consent of the Parish 
Council. • 

----DIOZ:SAN ASSEMBLY 

.. 
1 49. Th~gio~~n Assembly is th.e re~en. tative 

botly of the/Pa.,ris'rs of the Diocese oJAll.-e-Armenian 
Church ¢America, and shall exerci~ '.strpervis~n and 
cQ!rtr~r over all 

1 ~cclesiastic?f;Pd"mi-oistrativEf bodies 
within the jurisdiction of the [)(ocese, and is ~nder the 
Sup~eme Eccl$51astical juri~[Qtion of th~ ,9at~olicos­
Patnarch of/All Armen~s at Holy Etchmladzm. 

50. Th~ Diocesan As~~bly is a perman~nt body 
an_d sh~J{ con i~ of ele~ted ,fay deleg~e~ ~n;f·-~t-t~e 
pnest~; an lergy of h1gher ranks ~1,9-ffig;ofhce m 
the D(OC , . I / / 

si. ·etegates shad be eiC?cted for. a four-ye~ 
term, of{ly by their respective parish. 'Each year $e 
term of office of one-fourth of the lay delegateo/(iilfhe 
Diocesan Assembly shall expire. 1The ~spE!ctive 
p~ris~es shall be instructed by the R~te ~pd the 
D1oce~~n Council to hold new elections'-' to fill 
vacanctes. . 

-37-
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