
Mr. George N. Nahabedian 
Diocesan Delegate 

May 10, 1976 

St. Gregory The Illuminator Armenian Church 
6700 West Oiversey Avenue 
Chicago, I111no1s 60635 

Dear Mr. Nahabedian: 

Enclosed 1s a message for your anniversary booklet. We regret 
very much that we will not be wtth you on this occasion. 

We have also received your letter of May 4, and deeply appre
ciate the concern expressed for the welfare of the parish and the 
urgent need of a permanent pastor. 

We share this concern, and hope that circumstances will enable 
us to resolve your need. 

We have discussed this from ti~ to time w1th your parish coun
cil chairman. Providing pastors for our churches remains our most 
urgent need. Unfortunately ft 1s not susceptible to easy solution. 

Stay well, with God's blessings. 

st 

Prayerfu11y9 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



May to, 1976 

PRIMATE·~ MESSAGE 

Anniversaries can have special ~~eanfngs for us on many levels. 
They can mark the end of a period and an occasion for reviewing 
what has been done; they can ark a new beginning and the coaaitment 
this implies; they can offer a brief .-nt of joy; they can concern 
us individually, or as parts of a greater whole; they can be a prac ... 
tical measure or an emotional experience. 

Anniversaries can be one or more of these things. In the case 
of a parish, howev&r, an anniversary is joy and solemnity mixed, be
cause the parish. with its church at the center. touches not only our 
own lfves, but the lives of generations before us. as it will surely 
touch the lives of generations that follow us. 

How many of our people have passed through the Chicago parish 
during the half century of its existence! How many have found 
spiritual and cultural and social sustenance froM the religious and 
communal life ft has provided~ 

It is this priceless gift to our people that we celebrate on this 
50th anniversary, a gift made by our people to themselves and to their 
brothers, through the church they came together to estab11sh genera
tions ago. And a gift continues to enrich us. fn varying measure, 
now and as long as our faith endures. 

We pray that God may grace the Chicago parish with His blessings, 
now, for another half century, always. 

Prayerfully, 

st 
~flhop Torkom Manoogian 



His Eminence 
Archbishop Tore• Marloogiu. 
Primate, Diocese of the .Armerdan 
Church of Horta .Ailerica 

Your Eldnence a 

St. Gregof9 'Ghe Illuminator 
Armenian Church 

6700 W. OIVERSEY AVENUE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60635 

PHONE 637·1711 

Hay 4, 1976 

Du.r1ng this past Diocesan Assaably in Philadelphia, I had the honor of 
conversing with you abwt our ohuroh, St. Gregory the IDlllliBator A.raeJd.an 
Church of Chicago. Da.rillg this connrsation, we discussed tile pessibUity 
of getting a priest tor nr parish. J.t pre"fiou.s ass•bl.ies, we also dis
cussed this probl•• On different occasiou ,._ asked it we are ready tor a 
priest. Can ve afford oael Do we have a clergy f'lmd! Well Su.rpasan Hayr, 
I could tinaJ.l.y say that the people of Chicago's st. Gregory parish are ready 
to receive a priest and n.pport Ida. 

Between our clergy aad reserYe f'lmds, we have in excess of $35,000.00 
and can raise an adc:lit:leD&l. $s,oeo.oo if we had to. 0111" ohuroh a.berabip 
has increased in muaber. We have an active Sunday sollool, Artltmi&Jl school, 
Jllni.or and Senior A.C.Y.o.J.. and even sent a basketball tela to the A.G.B.U. 
tournaaent in Detroit this past Februry'. Yes Surpasan Jlayr, we have cae a 
long way. 

As acti.Te partioipaat and keen obsel"ftt" at this aost recat Diocesa11 
Ass•bly'• it was brought to rq atteation that there are other cl~ who •Y 

wish to be trallsferreci. I also had the pleasure of con'Ve!'SiDg vi th Deacon 
Daniel Iochakia:a. He info1'1led ae of his ord.iaation whicb. will be taking place 
in the near r.ture. J)eaoon D&Diel is goiag to be a real asset to OU' diocese 
ud ,_ should be congra:tuated. 

One of rq father's last wishes was fer ae to continue to work for ud 
r••ber wr ohuroh. I ask yea, please r••ber us. We need yoar help. 

Yeur sen&llt in God • • Work 

M4.u~ 
George M. Hahabediaa 
Diocesan Delegate 
st. Gregory the IDwdnator 
J.raaian Cb.vch of Chicago 



His Eld.rumoe 
Archbishop Torooa M&noogiaa 
Pri.Jaate, Diocese of the .AraeJdan 
Chvcb of Berta .Aaerioa 

Your :llineneea 

St. Gregor9 ~he Illuminator 
Armenian Church 

6700 W. OIVERSEY AVENUE 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60635 

PHONE 637·1711 

May .... 1976 

As per our oonversat.1oa ot April 30, 1976 at the D1ooes&ll 
Ass~ 1.1\ Phila.Gelphi&, we disnssed. tae iaability of year 
att-ci,Dg tae Sot.& Amdversar;y Celebr&tioD of st. Gregor;y tile 
mUJdD&tor .Araerrl&D Churc1l of Chicago. 

We, the o-..1 ttee feel 70\1.1' participation ill this gala 
celebration 'R&l.c:l be trelaendous for the parishioners of 
st. Gregor;y' s &Del the Chioago area. I aa &'Rl'e that 7Gll have 
other co.ittaents on Saturday, Ju.e 12, 1976 ed SUday, Jv.De 
13, 1976J bu.t qy cha.Dges or ac:ljustaents iD your bu.sy sohec:lule 
would be deeply' appreoia tecl. 

) 

It you are tmab1e to attend., I wotilcl appreciate 1 t it yeN 
would send a aessage te the parislU.ODers of st. Gregor;y' s. 
Ycntr •ssage will 1M pa.'blis'tled. ill ov amd"ftl''l&r;y prograa book. 

Your Sen&llt iD God 

~A-1.~ 
George M. Bahabecliall 
Cb.ai1'!8an, 50th Amd versary 
Coaaittee 


