


The Prayer of the Cross 

Guard us, 0 Christ our God, under the shadow of thine holy and 
precious cross in peace. Deliver us from enemies visible and invisible. 
Make us worthy to give thanks to thee and to glorify thee with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. 

Amen. 
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Saint Gregory Armenian Church Fiftieth Anniversary 

DEDICATION 
We dedicate this Fiftieth Jubilee Book with love and deepest gratitude to our Founding Fathers whose foresight, 

courage and undefeatable determination enabled them to establish our Parish and to the faithful supporters, past and 
present, who have kept our church alive and active to this day. 

We regret that those who have departed are not with us to share in the joy of this day and fervently pray for their 
eternal rest. 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

A Message from the Supreme Patriarch 

HIS HOLINESS VASKEN I 
SUPREME PATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS 

OF ALL ARMENIANS 

o8o 

With paternal love and deep satisfaction we address the 
50th Anniversary of the establishment of St. Gregory the Illumina­
tor Church of Binghamton, New York. 

Our hearts filled with joy and pride when informed that in 
Binghamton, you, all the members of the community, unceasingly 
kept afire the lamp of St. Gregory in that region of North America. 

We are quite familiar with the selfless service which you, the 
spiritual offsprings of the Illuminator and the worthy heirs of the 
race of Haig, have shown, transforming with your lives and your 
work the Illuminator's Church into a life giving fountain of 
c;hristian faith and retainer of national culture. 

May God in heavenly lights rest the souls of all those who in the past fifty years served and now from heaven watch the result of 
their sacrifice, and are overjoyed. 

From the depths of the heart we pray that God, the Source of all good, may strengthen you so that from this 50th Anniversary 
celebration you may reap new strength and continue with more and more service to increase the blooming of your dear church, and 
so that your children may grow beneath its hallowed arches, singing the holy hymns of the Armenians, praying the prayers sprung 
forth from the faith of our ancestors, and strengthening the feeling of national belonging. 

With paternal love and blessing, 

His Holiness 
Vasken I 
Supreme Patriarch 
and Catholicos 

Azniv and Manoog Bagdasarian and their 
daughter, Lillian 
Pioneer Founders Who Gave So Freely of 
Themselves to Their Church 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Bagdasarian 
Rosemarie, Suzanne, Valerie 

Congratulations from the President of the United States 

THE WII!TE I lOUSE 

WASHI:--.·c ;T< >!'--; 

May 7, 1981 

Congregation of St. Gregory 
The Illuminator Armenian Church: 

I would like to congratulate the cong 
gation of St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Armenian Church on the 50th anniversary 
of its consecration. 

I salute the church school, youth group, 
choir, and women's guild of St. Gregory's 
which have contributed much to the spiri­
tual and social needs of Binghamton's 
Armenian Community. 

Nancy joins me in sending our warmest 
wishes as you celebrate this jubilant 
occasion. 

Sincerely, 

9~~ 
George P. Rejebian 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. Gregory The Illuminator 

Armenian Church 
107 Oak Street 
Binghamton, New York 13095 

In Memory of 
Elmas, Sahag, Vartanoosh, and Azad Kradjian 
and Vartouhi and Roupen Checheian 

Kradjian Family 

RONALD REAGAN 
PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

A Message from the Primate, Armenian Diocese 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 
PRIMATE 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
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In Loving Memory of 
Garabed and Anna Sarkisian 

UflpnJ nrzEntuflt 

~rrJ'-4-.f~ 
~nrq.niJ urJ?cl/)nULJnl/)nu 

UnwEilnprz 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sarkisian, Lucas and Gregory 
Mr. and Mrs. RichardBaradet,Kevin, TimothyandBrian 
Mr. Sarkis Sarkisian 

Greetings from the Mayor, City of Binghamton 

~roclamatton 
Cfttp of J/ihngbamton.jlebJ!Jork 

WHEREAS: 
Americans of Armenian ancestry who reside within the 
confines of the City of Binghamton, New York, have 
contributed immensely to the well-being of our com­
munity; and 

WHEREAS: 
by virtue of their hard work, sacrifice and devout belief in 
God, these dedicated citizens organized their first Parish 
Counsel in 1923; and 

WHEREAS: 
the fruits of their labor and the culmination of their 
tremendous determination gave birth to St. Gregory the 
Illuminator Armenian Church; and 

WHEREAS: 
this edifice exemplifies the profound spirituality of our 
Armenian brothers and sisters; and 

ALFRED J. LIBOUS 
MAYOR 

CITY OF BINGHAMTON 

NOW,THEREFORE, I, Alfred J. Libous, Mayor of the City of Binghamton, N.Y., do hereby issue this proclama­
tion as a means of conveying the best wishes of our community on this the 50th Anniversary of St. Gregory 

the Illuminator Armenian Church. 

In Loving Memory of 
Mary Papazian and Martin Der Bedrossian 

/$~c£~e---
Aifred J. Libous 
Mayor 

(kl.---7~ ;...:J')_L? 8 I 
? (dated.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevork Papazian and family 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

To Our Parish Family 

VERY REVEREND 
FATHER SOOREN CHINCHINIAN 

PASTOR 

I am certain that all the members of our community are looking 
forward, with full joy to celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our Church, a 
milestone in the history of our parish. For five decades now, the St. 
Gregory Church has provided not only spiritual nourishment and cultural 
activities, but it also has become a link of love among fellow-Armenians as 
well as an effective tool of communication, giving them a sense of family. of 
fellowship , of belonging together. 

The 50th Anniversary of our Church is considered an opportune 
time to pay tribute to its founders who with a deep vision and dedication 
made possible the purchase of a suitable sanctuary, located very close to 
the homes of Armenians. Tribute is also due to all the officers and active 
members who have helped to strengthen the inner structure of the St. 
Gregory Church with persevering devotion and sacrifice. 

The St. Gregory Church today has a half century history of great 
success, an unblemished and untarnished record of religious, educational 
and national service with absolute integrity. It is not a large parish, but a 
great one. Numbers have not made it great. Those who compose it have 
made it great by their presence and participation, by their time and talent , 
by their substance and sacrifice. The untiring efforts on the part of the 
church affiliated organizations consisting of the Sunday School, Women's 
Guild, Choir, Youth Group were aimed at promoting moral and spiritual 
growth of their Armenian compatriots, thus developing a sense of 
community supportive to each other. 

As we hail the St. Gregory Church on this milestone for its past accomplishments, we should be reminded that anniversaries are not only 
appropriate times to look backward and honor the past, but also to look forward to the future, to renew our rededication and be challenged to 
greater efforts. The past is only ours to keep when we are willing to move into a future which we have accepted. Doing nothing and dreaming only 
of past achievements, is to invite spiritual paralysis that can eventually destroy us. The past is gone. It is irretrievable. We cannot go back into the past to 
undo or redo what has been done. Vain regret is a major thief of power, energy and usefulness. 

It is true that the future is not yet ours. It is ahead of us. But it lives in potential, in the present, for what we do with it, will largely determine what we 
are able to do when the future becomes the present. Undoubtedly, new times offer us new challenges and new opportunities. We hope that in these 
new times the parishioners, especially the new generation will not waver from the traditions and cultural heritage of our church which reflect the spirit 
of true Armenianism. 

Since each generati on must take its part in building a future for the generations to come, let us give them an example of which they can forever be 
proud. Let us make the Armenian heritage a living dynamo of ethnic and national strength, and let us rekindle on the altars of our hearts the flames of 
religious and patriotic devotion and make the meaning of Armenianism a great inspiration for nobler living and fuller service. 

Very Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian 

Pastor, St. Gregory the Illuminator 

In Memory of 
Azniv & Manoog Bagdasarian 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bagdasarian 

A Message from the Chairman of the Parish Council 

As one who was baptized and grew up in St. Gregory's Church of 
Binghamton, I remember some of the sacrifices that my parents and others 
made for our Church to survive. The depression years were very difficult 
ones, but with hard work, deprivation, and foresight, the Armenian com­
munity of Binghamton composed of a small group of immigrants made slow 
but steady progress; and through our Church served its parishioners' 
religious needs and contributed in its own small way to the community and 
the wonderful benevolent country which had given them a new lease on life. 
They always thanked God that they had escaped from suppression, hunger, 
and massacre, always remembering those who had been left behind. 

Today is a truly momentous occasion. As we celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the consecration of our Church, we should remember with 
love and reverence those who had the foresight and vision to establish a 
place to congregate and worship and share our Armenian heritage. It is to 
these men and women that we extend heartful appreciation as we enjoy the 
fruits of their unselfish labors. 

The past is prologue. Today we still have in our midst dedicated men 
and women with integrity and talent. We should commit ourselves to the 
dream that with the spirit of our forefathers we will arouse and strengthen the 
pride of our children, motivating them to seek Divine Guidance and to 
perpetuate the Christian Armenian values that we hold to be precious. In 
accomplishing this, we will ensure that the future of the Armenian Church 
and our Parish will be secured. 

In behalf of the Parish Council, I extend wholehearted congratulations 
and appreciation to all who helped make this day possible. 

Dr. George P. Rejebian 
Chairman, 
Parish Council 

In Loving Memory of 
Peter and Dicranouhi Rejebian 

DR. GEORGE P. REJEBIAN 
CHAIRMAN 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Dr. and Mrs. George P. Rejebian, 
Gary and Vivian 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Medzigian, 
Michele, Michael and Andrea 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

A Message from the Former Pastor 

REVEREND KEVORK ARAKELIAN 
FORMER PASTOR 

'Today I am given to you by God 
that I might serve you and that 
together we might serve Him." 

These words were printed on the invitations to my ordination which 
was held on Sunday, September 30, 1973. On that day, both you, the 
Binghamton community, and I fulfilled dreams which we could not have 
achieved without each other and the Holy Spirit: mine to be ordained and 
consecrated and yours to have a parish priest at last - after 43 years of 
waiting, of hoping and of maintaining a parish by yourselves. I was given the 
name Der Kevork and you loving called me Fr. George. 

I had arrived in Binghamton in March, 1972, as Deacon-in-Charge. 
Except for approximately a one-year-period in 1930, St. Gregory had never 
had a full-time pastor. Nevertheless, I was impressed by the high cohesive 
level of organization which I found; many dedicated people had managed to 
keep the parish together and viable for over 40 years, transmitting the 
Christian faith of our forefathers to our children. Moreover, I was pleased to 
find a close-knit community, almost like one big family. Every family has its 
quarrels and problems but in the end they join together for the benefit of the 
whole. In my eight years in Binghamton, we continued to grow together in 
Christ, in worship and in the many activities of our church organizations. We 
learned more about our church and Armenian heritage and then introduced 
ourselves to our neighbors by participating in Ecumenical activities. 

Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of the consecration of St. Gregory. You have much to be thankful for. Many a congregation could not 
have survived for long without a parish priest, but you did it admirably and have much to celebrate. I am pleased to have served the Binghamton church 
family for eight of those 50 years. 

There is a special bond between you and me which can never be broken. But priests move on, while congregations remain to do God's work 
under new leadership. May you continue to grow and bear fruit in our Lord's vineyard. 

"So he said to his disciples, 'There is a great harvest, but 
few workers to gather it in. Pray to the owner of the harvest 

that he will send out more workers to gather in his harvest.'" 

(Matthew 9:37-38 Good News For Modern Man) 

Peace, 

Fr. George 

In Loving Memory of 
Nora Kakusian 

Karop Kakusian 
Mr. and Mrs. John Kakusian 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kakusian, Karen, John and Susan 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard C. Rockwell 

A Message from the Deacon 

A half-century has elapsed since our fathers took the wise initiative to establish St. 
Gregory The Illuminator Armenian Church in Binghamton, N.Y. Despite its small size 
and limited resources, our community rapidly prospered, as the creative energies of 
Armenian immigrants found fertile soil in "The Land of the Free". In Binghamton. as 
elsewhere in their diaspora, the persistent quest for excellence and knowledge has 
been the abiding attribute of the children of Armenia. As the supreme repository of this 
millenia! quest, The Armenian Church has become our people's spiritual haven, a 
temple of ingathering, a bastion of strength and the medium of communion between 
the Armenian faithful and their Creator. It was no mere accident, that the Armenians of 
Binghamton established their Church, only 15 years after the genocide of the 
Armenians in Turkey in 1915. 

During its brief life-cycle of fifty years, St. Gregory's Church has remained faithful 
to the teachings of Christ and to the seventeen centuries-long traditions of The 
Armenian Church. 

We bow with reverence, humility and gratitude before The Church, and its half­
century of service as "illuminator" of our hearts and minds. We pray that it continue to 
preach the Gospel of Love, in its most absolute and unlimited fullness. 

R. Hrair Dekmejian 
Archdeacon 

The 

Parish 
Council 

Rear (I to r) Harry Sarkisian, 
Hagop lnjajigian, Kevork Papazian, 
Diran Kradjian, Dr. Art Kachadourian. 

Front (I to r) Dr. George P. Rejebian, 
Very Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian, 
John Bagdasarian. 

In Memory of 

R. HRAIR DEKMEJIAN 
ARCHDEACON 

Hrant Dekmejian and Hovannes Hagopian 
Dr. and Mrs. Hrair Dekmejian 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

A Short History 
Of St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic 
Church 

The history of the Armenian community in Binghamton, New York, dates back to the 
year 1923. A rug-dealer known as Constantine Gertmanian became the first Armenian 
who settled in Binghamton. At present, the number of the Armenians living in Binghamton 
and surrounding area is estimated at 300. They have emigrated to the United States 
mainly from Hadjin, Kharpert, and Sepasdia. There are also several Kesabtzies. In the 
past, the Armenians earned their livelihood by working in shoe factories as well as in dry­
cleaning plants. 

In 1912, a preliminary attempt was made to incorporate the Armenians into an 
organized community. The first Parish Council which assumed the task of playing a vital 
role, came into existence in 1923. A year later, took place the establishment of the 
Women's Guild which concentrated its attention on social activities for the purpose of 
insuring income source for the church. With the encouragement of Women's Guild, a 
group of concerned and dedicated persons; Manoog Bagdasarian, Kerop Ketchoyian, 
Leon Frangulian, Hamazasb Paroonagian, Arsham Kradjian, Garabed Svadjian and 
Garabed Najarian undertook the responsibility of searching for a suitable church building. 
In 1928, after a successful fund raising campaign, they managed to purchase the building 
of Ross Memorial Presbyterian Church for $6300 with a sitting capacity of 300. An 
additional $3500 was spent for repairs, renovations and changes to convert the structure 
into an Armenian Church. 

The Rev. Haroutune Avak 
Kahanah T oumayan 

First Pastor of St. Gregory 
The Illuminator Church 

The consecration of the church was performed by His Eminence Archbishop Dirayr Ohannesian, former Primate of the Armenian Church of 
North America who named it after our father in the faith, St. Gregory the Illuminator, having Vahram Aslanian as god-father. Rev. Harootune 
Toomayian also participated in the consecration in his capacity as the first pastor of the church. 

In 1953, the Sunday School was established and organized under the supervision of the Very Rev. Torkom Manoogian, now His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom, Primate of the Armenian Church of North America. Mrs. Carol Bagdasarian, as the director of religious education, ran the 
Sunday School for twelve years with exemplary dedication. Now, the same task is being carried on by Mrs. Adrienne Kachadourian with great 
enthusiasm. 

In 1965, the organization of the Armenian Language School became a reality through the untiring efforts of its superintendent, Mrs. Alice 
Boyajian. A considerable number of people took advantage of the opportunity. At present, Very Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian has taken upon himself 
to teach in the Armenian Weekly Language Classes. 

For a long period of time, the church remained without a permanent pastor, and the spiritual need of her members were fulfilled by guest 
clergymen who paid visits on a regular basis, every month. Among the visiting pastors who served the church are Very Rev. Paren Avedikian, Very 
Rev. Mesrob Semerjian and Rev. Vertanes Papazian. 

In 197 2, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian assigned Raymond Arakelian to be in charge of the religious affairs of the parish. In the following year, 
Deacon Arakelian received ordination to the priesthood and was renamed Father Kevork to become the second permanent pastor of St. Gregory. 
Under his guidance and leadership, outstanding progress was made in church organization with special impetus given to the Sunday School. For seven 
years Der Kevork promoted fellowship within the parish and involved our church ecumenically with other South Side churches. On February 5, 1980, 
Der Kevork moved to the Western Diocese where he assumed the pastorate of the St. Gregory Armenian Church of Fowler, California. 

On May 17, 1980 Very Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian replaced Father Kevork as the third permanent pastor of St. Gregory. Father Sooren's main 
accomplishments consist in publishing a newsletter entitled SUNRISE and the restoration of the Armenian Weekly Language Classes. His efforts are 
designed to generate Armenian spirit among the new generation though preaching and cultural gatherings. 

The church affiliated organizations composed of the Choir, Sunday School, Women's Guild, Youth Group, are quite active and contribute to the 
welfare of the church in their respective capacity. The Parish of St. Gregory, small in number but strong in determination is scheduled to celebrate its 
50th anniversary on June 13, 1981. 

Very Rev. Sooren Chinchinian 

In Memory of 
Kachadour Sarkisian 

George and Barbara Sarkisian 

A Brief History of the Armenian Church 

The Church of Armenia acknowledges as its original founders two of the twelve 
apostles of Christ, Thaddeus and Bartholomew, who are referred to as the "first 
enlighteners of Armenia" to distinguish them from the second enlightener, St. 
Gregory. According to tradition the two apostles were put to death in Armenia. 
The generally accepted chronology gives a period of eight years to the mission of 
St. Thaddeus (35-43 A.D.) and sixteen years to that of St. Bartholomew 
(44-60 A.D.). 

Since there existed no Armenian alphabet until the first part of the fourth century, 
we have very little information concerning the progress of Christianity in Armenia 
before the official conversion. But there are strong indications that Christianity 
had taken root in the country at a much earlier time. Recently discovered frag­
mentary documents refer to certain bishops as successors to the two apostles. 
History records religious persecutions by at least three kings of Armenia during 
the years 110, 238, and 280. Moreover, the Armenian Church commemorates 
many Armenian martyrs of the apostolic era. Eusebius, the church historian, 
mentions a letter by Dionysius, Patriarch of Alexandria, written to Mehroujan, 
Bishop of Armenia. It thus follows that Christianity had not only made inroads in 
Armenia, but had taken more or less organized form with bishops who were well 
known outside of Armenia. 

CONVERSION TO THE NEW FAITH:- In the year 301 (some historians place 
the date 10-15 years earlier) there happened a most important event not only in 
the history of Armenia, but in the annals of the Christian Church. The faith which 
from the beginning had been relentlessly persecuted throughout the world, was 
proclaimed as the national religion of Armenia. 

Without entering into the biographical details of his life, it should be sufficient to 
state that Gregory was of noble family, educated in Caesarea, then a Christian 
center. He entered the service of King Trdat (Tiridates) of Armenia and after 
much persecution and suffering succeeded in converting the King, who in tum 
helped him to convert the whole country to Christianity. In some regions the 
change took place with relatively little difficulty; in others evangelization met with 
great resistance. With the help of the King, Gregory destroyed the pagan sanctu­
aries and crushed the armed opposition of the pagan priests. Paganism, never­
the less, lingered on especially in the remote parts of the country. Gregory 
strengthened and reorganized the triumphant Church in Armenia. He was for­
mally elected as the supreme head of the Church. Therefore, he was sent, with a 
large retinue, to Caesarea to be ordained a bishop. 

Gregory was also instrumental in the conversion of the neighboring countries of 
Georgia and Albania. He also built the first Christian cathedral in Vagharshapat 
near Mount Ararat, then the capital of Armenia, as directed by our Lord in a 
vision, in memory of which it is known as Holy Etchmiadzin, that is, "The place 
where the Only Begotten Son descended." 

Having accomplished his mission, and advanced in age, Gregory relinquished 
the care of the Church to his second son, Aristakes, who already had been 
serving as his vicar-general, and, in that capacity, probably had attended as a 
delegate of the Armenian Church to the famous Council of Nicea, in 325. 
Gregory then retired from active life to life as a hermit until his death. 

In Memory of our Father 
Kachadour Sarkisian 

Mr. and Mrs. John Sarkisian 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

Aside from its moral and spiritual benefits. the adoption of Christianity helped to 
unite the various racial elements and divisions in Armenia, and forged them into 
a people. 

PERSIA INTERFERES: Beyond their borders. however. the conversion of the 
Armenians to Christianity was a cause for grave concern. especially to the Persian 
rulers. for they could not fail to see that a Christian Armenia politically would be 
inclined towards Christian Byzantium, to the disadvantage of Persia. It was im­
perative, therefore. to uproot Christianity in Armenia, and the Persian kings 
made every effort to accomplish this end. They sowed dissension among the Ar­
menian princes and enticed some of them to return to paganism. As a con­
sequence of these intrigues, King Trdat was murdered, Aristakes. the son and 
successor of St. Gregory, was assassinated by an Armenian prince, and Ver­
tanes. Gregory's eldest son, almost met a similar fate. The attempt to impose 
Mazdeism upon the Christian Armenians by the Persian kings, who then had al­
ready reduced the Armenian kingdom to the state of vassaldom, went on for 
more than a century and reached its peak in the middle of the fifth century, as we 
shall see. 

The Armenian church, nevertheless, continued to make slow but steady progress. 
Christianity was taking rot in the hearts of the people. The fifth successor of St. 
Gregory, St. Nerses the Great, a prominent figure in the history of the Armenian 
Church. gave much attention to charitable institutions. He established orphan­
ages, homes for old people. and for lepers who in those days. were left to their 
fate to die in the mountains or in the wilderness. He built hospitals for these and 
for others infected with incurable diseases. He built monasteries in isolpted parts 
of the country not only to cultivate a deeper spiritual life, but also to care for and 
shelter travelers. In other words, he put into practice in Armenia the moral prin­
ciples of the Christian Faith. 

However, in her task the Church labored under a serious disadvantage. Since 
there existed no Armenian alphabet, the scriptures were read in Greek or in 
Syriac in the Armenian Churches. Clergymen had to learn one or both of these 
lansuages besides their native tongue. They would first read the Bible in either of 
these languages, then translate it into Armenian. This practice, besides its many 
obvious disadvantages, hindered their work of preaching and explaining the Holy 
Scriptures in terms that would be readily grasped by the common people 

THE GREAT TASK OF ST. MESROP: A man of vision and boundless energy 
conceived the idea of inventing letters for the Armenian language. He was Mes­
rob, a very learned former secretary at the royal court. Having received the call to 
serve his church by taking holy orders, Mesrop left the court and took the vows of 
a missionary monk. While preaching in remote parts of the country. where rem­
nants of paganism persisted, he felt personally the difficulties involved in preach­
ing the Gospel and in conducting services with the aid of foreign languages. 

After much toilsome search. travel. and consultation with eminent scholars. Mes­
rop composed an alphabet of 36 letters in which each sound of the Armenian 
language was presented. 

The Catholicos, St. Sahak. a scholar himself. gave much help and encourage­
ment to Mesrob in his endeavors. 

King Vramshapouh, one of the wisest rulers of Armenia, also patromzed and 
supported this vital project. Upon the completion of the alphabet the first task was 
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the translation of the Bible. and the very first words written in the new Armenian 
letters were: "That men may know wisdom and instruction. understand words of 
insight." the opening words of the Book of Proverbs. with which Mesrob started 
the translation of the Bible. Under the supervision and guidance of St. Sahak and 
with the cooperation of a group of young scholars. whom he had previously sent 
to Edessa. Caesarea, Antioch. Alexandria and Constantinople. for higher educa­
tion. St. Mesrop translated the whole of the Scriptures into Armenian. 

At the very time when the religious freedom of the people was seriously 
threatened in the land by Persian Mazdeism, King Vramshapouh, Catholicos 
Sahak, and Mesrob Vardapet, who were not only men of spirit but also states­
men and patriots of a high order, endowed the nation with a priceless treasure­
letters and literature. Theirs is an inspiring example of cooperation between 
temporal and spiritual authorities for the national good. Together with the gallant 
group of literary men, whom we now call "the Holy Translators," they provided 
an armor to the Armenian people which proved most effective in the troubled 
times which followed. 

The development of written or literary Armenian made people less dependent on 
their powerful neighors, east and west, and placed greater stress on national 
identity. For the next two centuries, from 440-640, Armenia was divided among 
two rival empires, east and west. Eastern Armenia was governed under Persian 
"Marspans" (governors), the western provinces by Byzantine prefects, some of 
them Armenian. 

In the western part of Armenia, although under foreign and, on the whole, inept 
rulers, the people had the advantage of living in a Christian state. In the east they 
enjoyed more internal self-government, but their condition was less enviable un­
der the pagan Sassanid Persians, who strove to convert them to Mazdeism, with 
the aim of fastening on them the additional bond of a common religion with 
Persia. 

REVOLT IN DEFENSE OF THE FAITH: In the year 450 Y azgerd II, the king of 
Persia, issued a decree commanding all Christians to embrace Mazdeism. This 
was the signal for a violent revolt in Armenia; the Persians and their priests, who 
were sent to convert the country to the Mazdean or Zoroastrian religion, were 
massacred, and the people rose in open revolt under St. Vardan Mamigonian. 
This brave and devout prince and his small army, however, were eventually 
overwhelmed at the battle of Avarayr (451) and Vardan was killed together with 
more than a thousand of his men. 

Although the death of St. Vardan was a severe loss for Armenia, the battle of 
Avarayr saved the nation, for the Persians, not having expected such a stout re­
sistance, were convinced that the Armenians meant to die before surrendering 
their Christian faith. Vardan's supreme sacrifice and that of his fellow soldiers, 
many of whom were from princely families, has been ardently cherished to the 
present day. The Armenian Church celebrates the anniversary of the Battle of 
Avarayr and pays tribute to the heroes who fell on that field. Their memorial day 
is a major holiday for all Armenians. 

A period of disorder followed the battle of Avarayr. The Catholicos, Hovsep, ac­
cused as the instigator of this religious resistance, was arrested, taken to Persia 
and martyred with other members of the clergy, among whom St. Ghevont 
(Leontius) the Priest was the most famous for his zeal and courage. 

The Persians, after a few years of peace, again started to force their religion upon 
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the Armenians. Once again the Armenians were obliged to take up arms under 
the leadership of St. Vardan's nephew, Vahan Mamigonian. 

Finally, Yazgerd's successor seeing the uselessness of persecution, proclaimed re­
ligious liberty in Armenia and named Vahan, the rebellious prince, first as military 
commander of the country, and then as governor-general of Armenia, a step 
which insured civil and religious peace in the devastated land. 

The city ot Dvin became at this time the capital of Armenia. in place of 
Vagharshapat. Since it was essential for the Catholicate to be located where the 
political center of the country happened to be. the spiritual center of the Ar­
menian Church was transferred from Etchmiadzin (near Vagharshapat) to 
Douvin. whence in the succeeding centuries it was moved to other cities. until its 
return to Etchmiadzin in 1441. Hovhannes Mandakouni. the Catholicos. is one 
of the most honored names in the Armenian Church Thanks to his wisdom and 
administrative abilities, he knew how to repair the ruins caused by these religious 
wars. He also is well known for his reform of the Divine offices which were en­
riched and regularized. 

THE COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON: While Armenia was in the midst of a life 
and death struggle. in defense of Christianity, a great Church Council was held in 
Chalcedon, near Constantinople which was destined to be a cause for dissension 
and division among Christian churches. 

The Council was called in order to settle some controversial points of doctrine 
connected with the nature of Christ. The main question was whether Christians 
should accept one nature or two natures in Christ. The Council gave its decision 
in favor of two natures. Eastern churches, under the leadership of the Patriarch of 
Alexandria. did not accept this decision objecting that by that formula the mystery 
of the redemption would be endangered. Besides, they thought that this new de­
cisi0•1 was contrary to the teachings of the previous Ecumenical Council of 
Ephesus (431) where the formula of St. Cyril of Alexandria, "one nature united 
in the incarnate Word," was accepted. The Council stirred up strife among the 
great sees of Christianity, Constantinople, Alexandria and Rome. Owing to the 
war with Persia, the Armenian Church did not have a delegate at this council. but 
she could not escape its consequences. The Syrian Church was engaged in a 
controversy with Nestorians, who had be~n rejected by the Ecumenical Council 
Ephesus. The Armenian Church was strictly anti-Nestorian. The Nestorians had 
been using the decision of the Council of Chalcedon against their orthodox op­
ponents who were in communion with the Church of Armenia. The orthodox 
party in Syria asked for guidance from the Armenian Church, and thus arose the 
first occasion for the consideration of the decisions of the Council. Catholicos 
Babgen, called a meeting not only of his own bishops but also those of the 
neighboring Christian countries of Georgia and Azerbaijan, together with their 
Catholicoi. They assembled at the headquarters of the Armenian Church in 
Dvin, under the presidency of Babgen. in the year 506. After long deliberations 
they officially proclaimed their adherence to the profession of faith which had 
been accepted in the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus. and rejected everything 
that savored of Nestorianism. including the acts of the Council Chalcedon. This 
was not a declaration of separation from the rest of Christendom, that is, of 
Greco-Roman Christianity. It was a proclamation against the doctrine of two 
natures put forth by the Council. 

This decision of the Armenian Church was followed by interminable con­
troversies between the Armenian and Greek Churches. Many attempts at re­
union were made during the ensuing centuries but without any permanent 
results. 
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THE ARAB INVASION: Arabs began to invade Armenia in the year 640. After 
their rule was definitely established in Armenia. Greek-Armenian disputes lost 
their importance. The Moslems made unsuccessful efforts to win the Armenians 
over to Islam. The Armenian Church gave numerous martyrs for the faith. 

Eventually some Armenian princes grew strong enough to establish small king­
doms. Among them the Bagratid Kingdom was the most powerful Therefore the 
catholicate eventually was transferred to the Bagratid capital of Ani In this period 
the Church enjoyed comparative peace under wise and able leaders such as 
Anania of Moks. Khachik Arsharounik. Sarkis of Sevan. Petros Getaclartz. etc. 

After the fall of the Bagratid kingdom a better part of Armenia was taken over by 
the Byzantine Empire, which revived its efforts to subject the Church of Armenia 
to that of Constantinople, meeting with but little success. Tartars. Seljuks, and 
Turks invaded the Middle East. Armenians sought safer localities and found them 
in the region of the Taurus Mountains. in Cilicia, within the Byzantine Empire. In 
time they became so numerous and strong that they established there a principal­
ity. which eventually became a flourishing kingdom ruled by the Rubenian 
dynasty. 

After the fall of Ani, the heads of the Church having no permanent place, 
eventually had settled in the castle of Romkla on the river Euphrates. For almost 
150 years the supreme heads of the Church made this castle their place of 
residence and headquarters. However. upon the establishment of the Cilician 
Armenian Kingdom, the Catholicate was transferred in 1293, to Sis, the capital, 
which remained the metropolis of the Church for another century and a half. 

The dominant feature of the Cilician period was the attempts at union first with 
the Greeks and then with the Latins. The initiator of these efforts, on the part of 
the Armenian Church, was St. Nerses the Graceful. On his way back from a mis­
sion, Nerses met the imperial Greek governor-general of lower Cilicia. The 
question of union of the Churches was thoroughly discussed by the bishop and 
the prince, who was conversant in religious matters. Nerses prepared a statement 
on the doctrine and rites of the Arrnenian Church which the prince gladly under­
took to present personally to the Emperor. The answer to this statement was de­
livered to Nerses, who then had succeeded his brother as catholicos. Nerses pro­
posed a plenary council of Greeks, Latins, Armenians and Syrians to establish 
union among the four churches and so to put an end to the disagreements which 
had existed for seven centuries. Nerses did not live to see the response to his pro­
posal. His nephew and successor, Grigor IV, received z, statement of nine points 
from the emperor which purported to be a basis for reunion. But the Catholicos 
found them unacceptable. 

The Emperor then reduced them to one point: acceptance of the Council of 
Chalcedon. Grigor invited the bishops and theologians of Armenia to deliberate 
on the Emperor's proposal, which again was not accepted. 

Prince Levon II of Cilician Armenia, favored union with Rome, but his wish on 
this question was politically motivated, for he desired to convert his principality 
into a kingdom, which he eventually succeeded in doing, by receiving his crown 
from the hands of the papal legate. The catholicoi as a rule were sympathetic to 
the King's view, but the episcopate and clergy of Armenia proper, known as the 
"Band of Eastern Divines," were vigorously against any step in favor of the 
Latins. But for this Band, it is almost certain that the Church of Armenia would 
now be in the pale of the Roman Church. Most of the catholicoi of this time were 
Latinophiles, some openly accepted the Roman Catholic faith. 
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Nevertheless the Armenian Church as a whole kept herself independent of the 
Roman Church and preserved her traditional orthodox~'-

After the fall of the Armenian Kingdom in Cilicia, in 1375 laxity of discipline pre­
vailed in and around the Catholicate. Sis. once proud metropolis of the church, 
was no longer the right location for the spiritual center of the church. Little respect 
was left for the doctrine of the Church and the heads of the Church were ready to 
submit to any compromise to gain an advantage. Moreover. Rome carried on a 
successful propaganda in Cilicia. As a result there appeared a Latino-Armenian 
brotherhood called "Unitors." whose sole aim was to unite the Church of 
Armenia with that of Rome. Under these circumstances. it was neither sensible 
nor useful to leave the headquarters of the Church in Sis. Therefore the Band of 
the Eastern Divines. that is to say the Vardapets of Armenia proper. witnessing 
the decay in Cilicia and anxious to uphold their orthodoxy. resolved to transfer 
the See from Sis to Holy Etchmiadzin. to its original place. 

CATHOLICATE RETURNS TO ETCHMIADZIN The Theological Institute or 
the Grand Seminary of Siunik. in northern Armenia. which had for centuries en­
joyed a justly merited reputation. had in these latter years acquired fresh vitality 
under the direction of the most famous divine. Hovhannes of Orotn ( 1388). 
Malakia of Khrim (1384) and the most famous of them. Grigor of Tathev (1410). 
who prepared the ground for the transfer of the Catholical See to Etchmizdzin. 

The reigning Catholicos of Sis. Grigor IX. was invited to move to Etchmiadzin. 
He refused to move. but agreed to the election of a new catholicos in 
Etchmiadzin Upon his consent. therefore. a general synod was assembled at 
Etchmiadzin, in 1441, with the participation of 700 bishops. vardapets. priests 
and princes. A saintly person. Giragos of Virap, was elected as Catholicos. 

During this period and the succeeding two centuries. there developed. in 
Etchmiadzin. the practice of naming vicars (coadjutors) to the Holy See, who 
possessed the full titles and prerogatives of a catholicos. The one beneficial out­
come of this practice was the simplicity which it introduced to the order of suc­
cession through the immediate enthronement of the vicar. For. as a consequence 
of the disturbed state of the country under oppressive Moslem emirs and khans 
and the dispersion of the Armenians. summoning the electoral synod had be­
come almost impossible. 

During this period one church leader worthy of mention is Mikael of Sebastia 
( 1542-15 70). who instituted Armenian printing. Presses were established in 
Venice. Rome. Constantinople. Etchmiadzin, lsphahan and Amsterdam. The 
most important and the best among all the books that were printed was the il­
lustrated edition of the Bible Osakan. which was published in Amsterdam in 
1666. 

PROGRESS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY: A new vitality showed itself in 
the church during the eighteenth century. The pioneer of this new movement 
was the Catholicos Movses of Tathev. It was to his zeal for reform and restoration 
that the see of Etchmiadzin owes its recovery from a state of decadence. He pro­
cured from the Persian government a cessation of taxes and abuses which were 
imposed by the Moslem khans of Yerevan. who used to victimize the heads of 
the church, and he effected ecclesiastical reforms. His successors carried on the 
work of restoration. 

Special mention should also be made here of Mekhitar of Sebastia. He was pre­
viously a faithful clergyman of the Armenian Church with liberal and progressive 
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views who tried to establish a center of education in Armenia. but failing. eventu­
ally settled in Venice on the small island of San Lazaro (1717). Mekhitar had to 
yield to the demands of the Roman Church in order to be able to devote himself 
without restraint to the work of intellectual pursuits and scholarly endeavors. He 
founded the Armenian Roman Catholic religious order of Mehkitarists which has 
rendered commendable services to Armenian literature and culture. With the aid 
of two bishops and a few priests. a Roman patriarchal see in Cilicia was establish­
ed in 1740. Bishop Abraham Ardzivian was the first of this line of patriarchs. The 
Catholic Armenians, however, represent a small minority. 

In the heart of Armenia itself. Vardan of Baghesh was the best example of there­
vival, to which we have referred. His disciples. Hovhannes Golot and Hacobos 
Nalian, Patriarch of Constantinople and the more famous Grigor "the chain­
bearer," Patriarch of Jerusalem, were able to render outstanding service. without 
departing from their loyalty. to the Mother Church. Owing to their efforts, the 
eighteenth century was a period of progress both in national and ecclesiastical life. 

Simeon of Yerevan. catholicos !rom 1763-1780. was one of the most capable 
personalities of the period. His untiring energy was productive of much good 
work such as the organization of a college in Etchmiadzin. making more efficient 
use of printing. etc He also established the first contact with the Russian govern­
ment. It was he who revised and gave the present form to our liturgical calendar 
which has now come to general use in the church. 

THE CHURCH IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: The most characteristic 
feature of the nineteenth century is the intervention of the laity in affairs of the 
church and the creation of "constitutions" for the administration of the Church 
and nation. As Armenia at this time was divided between Russia and Turkey. the 
Church had two different constitutions. The regulation which was enacted by the 
Russian Czars was called "Bologenia." issued in 1836. Despite its many short· 
comings, "Bologenia" was more like a church "constitution." The national con­
stitution which was established in Turkey . took final shape in 1863. It gave more 
power to the representatives of lay people and had a more communal and 
national character. 

The nineteenth century showed signs of marked improvement in the educational 
and social fields hy the increase of schools. by the growing number of students 
who attended European universities. and by the spread of primary education. As 
a result of this development the Church adopted a more systematic and active 
administration, had better trained clergy, was better housed. and was financed 
more adequately. 

Education of the Armenian people. under the guidance of the Church, made 
noteworthy progress. 
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Rear (I to r) M. Findikyan. A. Tateosian. S Findikyan. H. Tateosian. V. Tateosian, D. Kolandjian 
Front (I tor) K Papazian. Deacon H. Dekmejian. Very Eev. Fr. S Chinchinian. H. lnjajigian. M. Kdchoyian 

Saint Gregory's Choir 
The choir was founded in 1935 by Lillian Bagdasarian Mahakian. a very devoted parishioner, and dedicated individual. Under her direction 

many of our present parishioners learned the hymns of our church. Araxie Ketchoyian was the organist, serving in this capacity until1950 when Carol 
Bagdasarian assumed this important responsibility. 

From 1966 to 1974, Pauline House, a graduate of the Juliard School of Music was the organist. and in 1972 after Lillian Mahakian's death, Paul 
Ketchoyian became the choir director with Kevin McDermott. a S.U.N.Y. student filling in at the organ from 1974 to 1977. Although Paul moved to 
Boston in 1978. he continues to lead the choir whenever he is in our area. 

In 1977, Michael Findikyan, a new member to the community became our organist and choir director, and has served since then with love and 
dedication. 

Some soloists throughout the years have been Michael Ketchoyian, since 1934. Louise Kontos. Anoosh Dekmejian and Vivian Rejebian. 

Rear: (I tor) J. Shahinian. A Kachadourian, T. Kachadourian, M. Findikyan. A. Papazian, K Tateosian. G. Kachadourian 
Front: (I to r) L Kontos, A. Shahinian, R. Ketchoyian, A. Dekmejian 
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The Women's Guild 
Women's Guild had its beginnings in 1924 when Archbishop Dirayr Ohannisian on one of his visits suggested the women form a group to work 

with the newly found Parish Council. 
On May 15, 1924, Ladies Aid had its first meeting. They decided to urge the Parish Council to find a new home for the Armenian community. In 

1927 our beloved church was purchased. 
The church was a second home to the women. They cleaned it with love and had dinners to raise money for the maintenance of the building. 
Between 1950 and 1962, a new hall, kitchen and church school rooms were added to the original building. 
The women worked hard having bake sales, rummage sales. picnics, raffles and other social functions to help with finances. To this day, most of 

the money raised is turned over to the Parish Council at the end of each year. 
The Armenian customs practiced on major holidays are planned by the women of the church. They make the Mas, sew choir robes, keep the 

altar cloths clean and conduct cooking classes. They have also participated in various community ethnic affairs over the years. 
Ladies Aid was called Woman's Auxiliary for a time and finally in 1965 was named Women's Guild by the diocese. 
In 1975 when the kitchen was re-decorated, the women contributed a large sum toward that project Recently, they paid for new insulation and 

storm windows for the building. 
It is with love and dedication the women have worked from generation to generation to keep the doors of our beloved church open in order to 

serve the needs of the parish. 
Current officers of tpe St. Gregory Women's Guild are: 

Ursula Findikyan, Chairlady 
Manooshag Seraydarian, Treasurer 
Louise Rockwell, Secretary 
Margaret Medzigian, Advisor 
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St. Gregory Sunday School 
The Sunday School of Saint Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church of Binghamton was started in 1935 by Carol Bagdasarian. The congrega­

tion conferred with Archbishop Tiran Nerosyan and under his direction. selected materials and appointed teachers. No diocesan curriculum was 
available at that time, so the program was developed by the superintendent and the teachers. who met every two weeks for lesson preparation. 

Sunday morning program began with a gathering of the congregation in the church. Mrs. Lillian Mahakian gave a presentation on the music and 
meaning of the Armenian Church Liturgy. Then the children went to their perspective classes in the hall. There were no classrooms then; hanging 
curtains served as partitions for each age group. There were approximately 25 children. While these classes were in session, approximately 10 adults 
remained in the church for their lesson taught by Carol Bagdasarian. 

Many church members have been a part of the teaching program. Among the very first teachers were: Alice Boyajian. Julie Seraydarian, Alice 
Ketchoyian. Rita Kradjian Walden, and Mrs. Vahan Ketchoyan. 

In 197 4 our Sunday School initiated team teaching because of an abundance of students and teachers. A fifteen minute assembly before class 
time was held, covering scripture reading, knowledge about badarak and church history. At the end of each year. in June, closing exercises have 
been held in church acknowledging promotions. good attendance and seniors leaving Sunday School. The enrollment has declined as these students 
have grown and the parish has fewer youngsters. 

Today our students number approximately 15. Under the direction of Adrienne Kachadourian, assisted by Socie Kradjian and Linda Misakyan, 
Sunday School is run on a small scale. There are three classes, divided according to age. At the end of each year the traditional Christmas program is 
still performed, to the delight of all of our families. 

It was a common need, and shared interest that brought the families together to initiate the start of Sunday School at Saint Gregory. Because 
they did not have a spiritual leader, the forces of cooperation, coming together, and sharing of talents contributed to the success of this program. The 
same traditions of dedication and spirit which initiated the first Sunday School years still prevail. As our children become adults, it is hoped that they 
will develop a sense of spirit and enthusiasm for their church like those who preceeded them. 

Youth Group and A.C.Y.O.A., Jrs. 
St. Gregory's Youth Group was organized in October 1971 under the direction of Marion Rejebian, assisted by Grace Baradet and Alice 

Ketchoyian. At its inception, the group consisted of approximately twenty-five girls and boys between the ages of ten and fourteen. 

For some time it was felt that there was a need at St. Gregory's for an organized means of fulfilling the following objectives: to give our youth a 
means of positive identification with their church and cultural heritage,to promote fellowship with one another, and to use the many talents of our 
youth in giving service to their church. It was felt that these needed experiences would be meaningful preparation for their future involvement in the 
Armenian Church. 

This group flourished for more than seven years until its youngest members departed for college. With the welcomed spiritual and social 
guidance of our former Der Hayr, Father George, the group and its leaders undertook a wide variety of activities and projects. Some of these were 
organized retreats, Christmas Teas and carolling for senior parishioners, fund raising khadaif and choreg sales. spaghetti dinners, sponsorship of 
Mother of the Year awards and celebration, lenten Agape Feasts, swim parties and joint fellowship activities with youth groups from other cities. Many 
members of this group were motivated to attend the St. Nersess Religious Seminars and have served the Armenian Church as Tbirs. Sunday School 
teachers, and choir members. The seeds which were planted during those early years are beginning to bear fruit. 

In 1980, under the direction of Linda Misakyan, an A.CY.O.A. Jr. Chapter was organized in Binghamton. 

In addition to initiating their first annual tennis party the A.CY.O.A. Jrs. participated in the Binghamton Regatta Race to help raise funds for the 
Cancer Society. 

With the encouragement and financial support of Parish Council a group of eager youths attended their first A.C.Y.O.A.. Jr. Hye-M'rtsoom 
weekend in Watertown Massachusetts. They look forward to each issue of the organization's newsletter to keep in touch with the activities of their 
newly found Armenian friends. 
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St. Gregory's Parish Life 
Armenian School 

19 2 6 Parish Picnic 

1980 Parish Picnic 
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Our Voting Membership 
St. Gregory's Founding Members - 1928 

Our Present Voting Members 

MR. ARAM AGACAN 
MRS. GRACE BARADET 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN BOGDASARIAN 
DR. AND MRS. MICHAEL BOGDASARIAN 
DR. AND MRS. ROBERT BOGDASARIAN 
MRS. ALICE BOYAJIAN 
DR. AND MRS. HRAIR DEKMEJIAN 
DR. AND MRS. GARABED FATIAL 
MRS. URSULA FINDIKIAN 
MR. A VEDIS GARABEDIAN 
DR. AND MRS. VAHE GARABEDIAN 
MRS. MARY HAGOPIAN 
MR. RALPH HATOUNIAN 
MR. HAGOP INJAJIGIAN 
MR. AND MRS. SIMON INJAJIGIAN 
DR. AND MRS. ARISTAKAS KACHADOURIAN 
MR. HENRY KACHADOURIAN 
MR. AND MRS. PARSEGH KACHADOURIAN 
MR. GHAZAROS KERJILIAN 

MR. KEROPPE KETCHOYIAN 
MR. MICHAEL KETCHOYIAN 
MR. AND MRS. NISHAN KETCHOYIAN 
MRS. SATENIG KETCHOYIAN 
MR. AND MRS. DEMOS KONTOS 
MR. AND MRS. ARA KRADJIAN 
MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR KRADJIAN 
MR. AND MRS DIRAN KRADJIAN 
MR. AND MRS. HARRY KRADJIAN 
MR. AND MRS. KENNETH KRADJIAN 
MR. ALAN MAHAKIAN 
MR. HARRY MAHAKIAN 
MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL MEDZIGIAN 
MR. AND MRS. ARA MISAKYAN 
MR. AND MRS. KEVORK PAPAZIAN 
MRS. SIRAN PAROUNAGIAN 
DR. AND MRS. GEORGE REJEBIAN 
MR. GARY REJEBIAN 
MISS VIVIAN REJEBIAN 
MRS. LOUISE ROCKWELL 
MR. AND MRS. GEORGE SARKISIAN 
MR. HARRY SARKISIAN 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN SARKISIAN 
MR. LUKE SARKISIAN 
MRS. MARY SARKISIAN 
MR. EDWARD SERAYDARIAN 

Fiftieth Anniversary 

l 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

Acknowledgements 
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following: 
The members of the various committees for their enthusiasm, 

dedication and countless hours of effort. 
Those individuals and families who helped to underwrite our 

Commemorative Booklet. 
The members of our congregation for their support and 

encouragement. 
Bob Guley, Sam Kakusian, and Ed Aswad for their technical 

expertise. 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Very Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian 
Dr. George Rejebian · 
John Bagdasarian 
Dr. Art Kachadourian 
Diran Kradjian 
Kevork Papazian 
Harry Sarkisian 
Hagop Injajigian 

COMMEMORATIVE 
BOOKLET COMMITTEE 

Dr. George Rejebian - Chairman 
Marion Rejebian 
Carol Bagdasarian 

AD COMMITTEE 

Louise Rockwell - Chairperson 
Michael Ketchoyian - Treasurer 
Grace Baradet 
Alice Bagdasarian 
Ursula Findikyan 
Dorothy Hatounian 
Adrienne Kachadourian 
Louise Kontos 
Margaret Medzigian 
Marion Rejebian 
Manooshag Seraydarian 

BANQUET AND DANCE 

COMMITTEE 

Ralph Hatounian- Chairman 
Dorothy Hatounian 
Alice Ketchoyian 

DECORATION 
AND BANQUET 
ARRANGEMENTS 

Barbara Gialanella 
Marion Rejebian 
Grace Sognalian 

PUBLICITY 

Dr. Art Kachadourian 
Diran Kradjian 

To Our Advertisers and Sponsors 

Gratefully, 

The Parish Council 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

COUPER- ACKERMAN- SAMPSON, INC. 

, 

(!p~ 
\1~1l\\Al\t"t 

$ef"Yi~ 

2 Court Street 

Binghamton, NY 

772-1444 

BEST WISHES 

DUNKIN' 
DONUTS 

""' 

\.. ...J 

MIKE KARAKOSTANTIS 
Franchise Owner 

MAE DONUTS, INC. 
225 Main Street 

Binghamton, New York 
797-1969 

._ ,..-...... L:a 

LEROS DONUTS, INC. 
3000 Vestal Parkway E 

Vestal, New York 
797-0421 

............, ~ 

We wish to sincerely thank you for placing an 
ad or greeting in our Fiftieth Anniversary Booklet. 

Your generosity helped to make this project a success. 

We have urged our parishioners to patronize our 
advertisers in appreciation of your support. 

St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Armenian Church 
12 Corbett Avenue 
Binghamton, New York 13903 

IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 

FOR THE LIVES OF OUR PARENTS 

Ovagem and Paransim Tashjian 
Levon and lsqouihi Paroungian 

HARRY and ALICE TASHJIAN 

Congratulations from The Partners of 

Coopers 
& 

Lybrand 

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Allen 
Mr. Richard W. Berkau 

\ 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Huber 
Mr.and Mrs.C.H. KachmarikJJr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Panto 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ON YOUR GLORIOUS 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

SARKISIAN 
BROTHERS, INC. 

BINGHAMTON, NE\V YORK DALLAS, TEXAS 

~ 
BINGHAMTON PLATE GLASS CO. 

I ESTABLISHED 1918 

24 HOUR COMMERCIAL EMERGENCY SERVICE 

BOARD-UP SERVICE ~~~ e~0R •INSURANCE 
REPLACEMENTS 

723-8293 
EVENINGS 

724-3382 • 724-0811 
362 STATE STREET 

BINGHAMTON KIRBY CO. INC. 

281 FRONT STREET 
BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 

722-8923 

Where There's Pride ...... There's KIRBY 

• 

IN HONOR OF MY PARENTS 

CAROL and ROBERT 

Jolm R. BoKdasarian, MD 

(~ • PLEXIGLAS 
~ LEXAN 

'---~--

11 
• THERMOPANE 
• WINDOW GLASS 
eMIRRORS 
• PATIO DOORS 
• FURNITURE TOPS 
• STORE FRONTS 
• GLASS COATING & TINTING 
• PLATE GLASS • ALUMINUM DOORS 
• ENTRANCEWAY ENCLOSURES 
• FACTORY STORM WINDOWS INSTALLED 

CONGRA TW.A TIONS / 

SWEET 204 

~lL MhN& WOMFN'S'IIAJR C'ARH ~,. 
~ 'y,· ::7{. ~~ 

Prcs5 Building 

Binghamton, New York 

---+ ------

Our Best Wishes for your Church's 

Continued Success 

TRI-CITIES COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

117 Hawley Street 

Binghamton, New York 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 
BEST WISHES 
Compliments from 

DICK MARKO 
Republican Candidate 

for Mayor 
City of Binghamton 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF MOTHER & WIFE 
HARRY J. MAHAKIAN and 

ALAN G. MAHAKIAN 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
TALLYHO PANTRY 

F~..,...~ -

~ ·.ri~ r,· 
t 

. 
-

You"fl ~~ 
E..j•y Pi'•• 

71 MAIN STREET 

BINGHAMTON, NY 
724-1336 

EXPRESSING OUR BEST WISHES 

················································ ··· ······································· ······ 
MR. and MRS. ROCCO TEST ANI 

················································· ························ ···· ···················· 

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 

BEST WISHES FROM 

~~c~ SALLSTEARNS 
.?Mens 
Wear 

QUALITY IN MEN'S FASHIONS 

41 COURT STREET 
DOWNTOWN BINGHAMTON 

BEST WISHES 

FROM 

NELSON ELLIS 

WAYSIDE FURNITURE 

K(~ 

IN MEMORY OF 

MR. and MRS. SHAHEEN SHAHINIAN 

~ 
ANDREW SHAHINIAN 
HAGOP NALBANDIAN 

·) 

J 

) 
J 

BEST WISHES FROM 

~ 
\1\ct-. \NC-

0 00 st-"­
a &f 

~{:1.~\:_p 
N\p.\\'~t_S --

BINGHAMTON, NY 

"- • JW]F'"' tw£Stw;a :w."' r:u-

COMPLIMENTS OF 
AVAK KARIBiAN FAMILY 

1\~ 
~ 

BEST WISHES 

FROM 

WOODWARD POULTRY FARM 

BEST WISHES 

ALEXANDER H. LUKANICK 

Attorney at Law 

134 FRONT STREET 
BINGHAMTON, NY 

772-9671 

Congratulations to 
St. Gregory's Armenian Church 

JUANITA M. CRABB 
Democratic Candidate 

for Mayor 
City of Binghamton 

~ 
COMPLIMENTS OF 

ROLANDO'S DINER 

140 COURT STREET 

\-. _ ~ BINGHAMTON, NY 

WITH BEST WISHES 

AUCHINACHIE PLUMBING 

LIMITED 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

2!13!1 VESTAL PKWY E. SWIMMING POOLS 
VARIOUS SHAPES & SIZES 

* CUSTOM VINYL LINERS * 
ACCESSORIES • CHEMICALS 

VESTAL, N.Y. 

MEMBER 

lEo51 
P:1 NATIO ....... 
~fMMING POOl 

IllS TIT UTE 
WALLS PF 
• MASONRY • STEEL • STRUCTURAL FOAM 

ALL TYPES OF POOL REPAIRS & 
LINER REPLACEMENTS 

COMPl£1ElY ltSTAUED OR DO·IT-YrutSELF 

2 F\l.L SIZE lt-GROUIIl MODELS Oft DISPLAY 

SPAS • SAUNAS • HOT TUBS 

729-6176 

VESTAL PLAZA DENTISTS 

4700 Vestal Parkway East 

729-6961 

a r] 

ll 
Jack Burlingame Studio 

Fine Photography 

One Crandall Street 
Binghamton , New York 

A u 
In Honor of our Anoosheeg Morakoor 

SIRAN KALAYJIAN 

from George, Marion, Gary and Vivian 

Rejebian 

~RATULATIONS 
FROMAFRI~ 

Pl1Y~HE~ 
PAYROLL SERVICE 

THOMAS M. BARVINCHAK 

Syr. (315) 474-1583 
Bing . (607) 772-1653 

• 
To sweet Sovn\et, the Little Y\V 

'tri~\e B lBig, Bad £>e'L) . 

and tne ~\!!,!lest £no-stuart yedmo 

\_,o'Je, ~onderfu\ ~eir 
• 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 

PUDGIES 

of 

BINGHAMTON 

~?~ 

'it'rPtzzA 

COUNTRY 
SQUIRE 

IS THE 
BEST 

SPAULDING BAKERIES 
IHCOIPOIATID 

MAIN OFFICE • 120 PLAZA DRIVE • BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 13903 
PHONE (607) 729·9155 

BRANCHES: ONEONTA, N.Y. MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 
VALMONT INDUSTRIAL PARK, WEST HAZLETON, PA. 
CARBONDALE, PA. HORSEHEADS, N.Y. SCRANTON, PA. 

Binghamton Auto & Body 

38 Jarvis Street 
Bingh amton, New York 

Corvette America Dealer 

Garabed Kachadourian 724-9920 

COMPLIMENTS OF THE 
PARK DINER 

Home Cooked Meals 
119 Conklin Ave. Binghamton, NY 

BEST WISHES TO OUR FRIENDS AT 
ST. GREGORY'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

HOLY TRINITY GREEK 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

214 COURT ST., BINGHAMTON, NY 
Rev. Fr. Constantine Regopaulas, Rector 

MASCIARELLI'S MARKET INC. 

~ttt.d 

~r~te_0_i~ 

168 Susquehanna Street 
Binghamton, New York 

722-9122 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM 

Norman Shadduck Agency 

INSURANCE 

288 Robinson Street 
Binghamton, NY 723-8927 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

r··J.·.·,., '•oJ"I'--· p.r· "f-'1·,·,- ··~'I fA' '1.' ::f.o;.''' .;,•.; ~-. ..... .,/.Il-l""~··,. ·'-·s'· \(-.·:~1 ~.-h1:"'-'l';;.-.\r'v· -.~­.l\JJ:•.:r .• ,_ . .~,,:~:_".r/) .. ~--:'~-ir.~os.. ~_/.;; J;,~. _-1_-,..,. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ST. GREGORY'S PARISH 

';-<;Vt!'• -"·"J. 1.~'~1- ''Z!' 'V-0 .._1:~-,- ·-- .,...._, _:;.l'r ~··· -'-, ~"'· /.r..L,;'tJ :;(.1_ ~ ., " rr ~'f."r;.)•,');I. rJ) ~ ... 1._ ~r~~'f•'l' ).l•. ,:;):J./ ..... "-'_) 

~~t~-'lr.~r&i't~Yf1J},'t-f~)~wllJJ.tlt~tli*lf2tJ~f!r-i5fi~rri?J/)~~1Jf!i!;}/lfl.~'i~w;;.~:{;~l!J.l!XIJh¥J);r.-J?~ 

In Memory of 
VARTAN KETCHOYIAN 

!1,(-iilJ~f{f.•J'fi."tJ)";l,f1u(t:!£.fJ!I/):'rJ.':i,iJ.I~'(tF))·~~:t/;';'-'ZI~'J.fr._1J/ .. PI't~ r~'l'l/f.;((.f:!:ll~,.'i;J}/1?,-?Jr.!j,'$.'"'.'»J.f{._",i .. .t~.R·"'• 
1k;.J~ 'I.Vfr.'f//·')'Jt..:IY.~ -. •. 't"H;<:<Qr.'_•~- J ,.,}£,~~':!:H.-fl.-(' .. :/,;~YJ':'~.f" ':.f'A.-....:._:;)J.y)jW'o~_(,';f/;JJ,"'.'!.• .• IY.l.. .~L·H';·I)l~-;,r3!11!/.M 

1 :L*,.\:/~-~~~ ~ ~ f:!:.t.·~~i, ,), ~ij/~:1'.1.{ fh~l!J:J' f~l!-;f{/~Y-!1 ~f<f I 
1'{, , ~ f./i. /ir • .! u¥1}. :J.V.If.•J < :r'J:IJ ,:Ek.':)'[t-JJ:-.. r.'../}:].\'·b' J.f, 

From: MARITZA KETCHOYIAN 
HARRY and BARBARA 
CHARLIE and IRENE 

JOHN and ROSE 
and their FAMILIES 

·~rflhlff;!-~1.J;i.("£f;'1Jf::;'l·')~llf:1"Ji,r;Pfi{.Ji{{'~~}'):f;f~~1)1~~~-~-
~ f./A ,.r·~ !')'.llf/.t.,.V.A.rr/J.~f,_r,(w-_t].·_~ l::i-.,"'1"1(.r:._ ··--"- _,_., :;,,\ 

6 
e~ eo.., 1nc. 

HillCREST ARTERIAl HIGHWAY • p_ 0. BOX 462 • BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 13902 

FRIENDS OF ST. GREGORY'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

Judson S. Griffin, MD 
George F. Gitlitz, MD 
Antonio Silva, MD 
Michael A. Bagdasarian, MD 

GONDOLA 
IN THE VESTAL PLAZA 

ON THE VESTAL PARKWAY 

BEST WISHES 

~ 
SAWTELLE TRAVEL SERVICE 

Security Mutual Building, Binghamton, NY 

723-7391 

Margaret Tremaine Pauline Kalinich 

J,9 

In Memory of Azniv and Manoog Bogdasarian 

Dr. and Mrs. John Bagdasarian 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Bogdasarian 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Haydon 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

Best Wishes 

• • 
.1~(. :: .. , 
:.-~.-. ., 
: :c.i: •··•····· •••••••• : r:: : 

~ 
· t • 

•• i~~ •• -.-: •• . .· ·. . .. ~.- ·· · --~· . . ... · · .... . ... -: ..... .............. : .... . . -~'-'~'-~ .. ~~~'-... ~ ::::1::::1 . •: ..... ::.:1:::• .... · ... : . ••• • •••• : ........ . •• ••• ••• • • , ............. . 
••••••••••••••••• 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kallem 

Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of 

Saint Gregorys Armenian Church 

the STAMBOULIANS 

MAR-CON'S 
BEAUTY SALON 

offers you the latest in 

DESIGN CUTS 

200 Main St. Binghamton, NY 

m~~ 
WILLOW RUN FOODS 

INCORPORATED 

116 N. JENSEN ROAD, VESTAL, N.Y. 

729-5800 

"The cooking store 
plus a whole lot more!" 

~£e<9 c:Inc. 
168 Main Street, 

~
Binghamton, N.Y.~ 

(607) 772-9080 0 

___...,: 

' 

In Loving Memory of my Husband 

Martin Der Bedrossian 

Victoria Der Bedrossian 

.. ,. 
~~ , .... 
:\: -..... .... .., 
~ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
SOUREN PAROUNAGIAN 

AND GRANDSON GEORGE, JR . 
... , ... 

:tj_!,tl:1t/'l{'(i.i:0'~Y_i)I&r;:;:ftJY.:~J~~JJYY:.'h-"·1_,~-~-~:/; 
':-'" 

:i 

~ 
·,«:: 

PAROUNAGIAN FAMILY 

~ 

--
CONGRATULATIONS 

VINCE PASQUALE 

County Legislator 

-
Democratic Candidate- Mayor 

Oty of Binghamton 

CONG RA TULA TIONS ! 

JOHN'S CIGAR STORE 

SJ 
~ 

217 Washington Avenue 

Binghamton, New York 

RELIABILITY SINCE 1913 

Binghamton 
Slag Roofing f~~-

We Insulate Year Round With Genuine 
Fireproof jibreglass blown Insulation ...... .! 

Best Wishes to my 
Armenian Friends and 
St. Gregory's Church 

HAIG C. GARABEDIAN 

CUTS-PLUS 
We use and recommend Redken and RK 

ER IC R. JAMG OCHI AN 

PROPRIETOR 

11 3 EAST MAIN STREET 

ENDICOTT. N. Y. 13760 

<607! 785-6269 

ALL UNES INSURANCE AGENCY 
AUTO - FIRE - C ASUALT Y - LIFE - ACCIDENT & H EA L.TI-1 

FREDERICK T. TYNEWAY 

ALL FORMS OF INSURANCE 

OFFICE: 729-6327 

RESIDENCE: 729-2662 

238 CLINTON S T. 

BINGHAMTON . N . Y . 13905 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church __________ , 

BEST WISHES FROM 

PAUL de LIMA Co. Inc. 

..... 
; __ :.~) 

<:::s·-... ·· .. "-:. 

~ 
~ 

BEST WISHES 

~ 
EDWARD and SARAH 

KAPIKIAN 

~~ 

DAVID SCOVILLE 

• 
Candidate for Mayor 
City of Binghamton 

CONGRATULATIONS 

LIT£ST ~S~ 
:~~f} the CASUAL SHOPPE 

-\ 51 MainStreet 
Binghamton, N Y 

Mary and jim Rodgers 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
MISAKIAN FAMILY 

~J~ 

Compliments of 

E-Z WAY DISPOSAL , INC 

Commercial and Industrial Container Service 

Roll Offs and Compact Units 

722-1825 

BEST WISHES 

i'~~~~ 
cf\.£.1\.~ L w• "'"'"'"'"' '~ 

785-9024 

I 
~~ I 21 Washington Ave. Endicott, NY 

~-----------------------------------------------------

BEST WISHES 

SYSCO FROSTED FOODS 

SUPPLY COMPANY 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

THE KERJILIAN FAMILY 

JACK & LEO COOK 

GOODELL TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Box 280 R.D. 1 

VESTAL, NEW YORK 13850 

Phone 7 48-2347 

FALVO INSURANCE 

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Business, Home and Auto 

INSURANCE 
124 N. Jensen Road- Vestal, NY 

797-2600 

Compliments of 
The KOUTSARIS BROTHERS 

George, Nick and Louis 
of the 

~~ 

P~!!~~u~~~ 

Endicott's Leading Restaurant 
Specializing in Home Style Cooking 
1203 Monroe St. Endicott, NY 

/J)i. 
I· ., 
\ , 

ADT SECURITY SYSTEMS 

SEND BEST WISHES 

ON YOUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 

••ORTESE 
RESTAURANT 
An Adventure In Italian -

American Dining 

117 ROBINSON ST. 
BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 

723-6477 
Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

_,..._...._~~-~----------------­

~~ 

~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_A-/ 

~ 

~~~_A~~~~-r-r-r~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
/~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_A~~~ 

~-~~~~~~~~~~""~~~~~~~~~~~-r~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Best Wishes 

!( 

from the 
KRADJIAN 

FAMILY 

~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~""""""""~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~"~"~~~~~~~~~~~~_A~ 

~~'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~"~~~~~~~~~~~~-A-A~~ 

~'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~_A 

~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~"~~~~~~~~~_A~~~~~~~~~-r~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"~~"~~~~~~~_A~~~~~~~-r~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-r-r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~ 

~~ ~ 

~ 
IN MEMORY OF OUR VISIT TO 

THE UNITED STATES, JUNE 1981 

Grace, Claus, and Maria Biilmann 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND BEST WISHES ! ! 
-~..._......_...._.,...,_ .... 
~ 

DAIRYLEA COOPERATIVE, INC. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF MY BELOVED HUSBAND 

AND OUR DEAR FATHER 

DICKRAN MANGURIAN 

Mrs. Ossana Mangurian 
Mr. and Mrs. George Shakar 
Mrs. George Garabedian 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kouyoumjian 
and Grandchildren - California 

BEST WISHES 

SURGICAL ASSOCIATES PC 

33 Mitchell Avenue 

Binghamton, NY 13903 

ARTO BARBER SHOP 
VESTAL PLAZA 

Men's 
Hair 

Styling 
appointments 

by request 
729-3073 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

In loving memory of 
Our Father, Mother and dear Grandparents 

PAUL and HAIGANOUSH MELKONIAN 

Louise, Leon and Karen Mahakian 
~orab . Judy and Nairi Melkonian 

BEST WISHES 
FROM 

ENT 
ASSOCIATES, PC 

~~ ~~ 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF FATHER and MOTHER 

John and Baidzar Seraydaryian 
and Sister Pearl 

SERA YDARIAN FAMILY 

f>-1··· 
'(o\J su"t 

Se.foR"- \)f 
se.e. "o\\1"~ 

sutt\~~ 
~ ·~NANGO BRIDGE ROAD 

BINGHAMTON, NY 

Best Wishes For a Successful Evening 

BROOME COUNTY REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE 

• • 
David F. Crowley, Chairman 

BELKNAP INC. 

7 BELKNAP AVE. 

BINGHAMTON, NY 
729-1583 

COMPLIMHNTS OF 
DIXON'S DRUG STORE 

* 'We • 
Appreciate 

your 
Patronage 

162 Main Street 
Binghamton, NY 

II 
Compliments ........ from 

LOUIS PICCIANO, JR 

BEST WISHES OF A FRIEND 

~ 
KANIG 

CONGRATULATIONS 

BARNES and CLASS OPTICAL 

Anthony C. Shierly 

223 MAIN STREET JOHNSON CITY, NY 

797-0336 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ON YOUR FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY! 

ST. PAUL ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

Syracuse, New York 

THE 

,,,,, ...... , ... ~ ......... -~ 
~ .... ~··· .. ~ ........... ,,,,;L..•.--

--~ ~--· -··- --··-_ .. .--;. ~-----• '7J•n'"'"',. ._ .......... ,,.; .......... ... 
Iii\\~ 

SPOT 
RESTAURANT 
HOME MADE COOKING 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

• BREAKFAST EVERYDAY 
• FRESH SEAFOOD 
• STEAKS • CHOPS 
• COCKTAILS 
• FAMOUS GREEK SALADS 

723-8149 
DRIVE-IN PARKING 

1062 Front Sl. Binghamton, N.Y. 

\ 'l."" 

Box 77 
Tunnel , N. Y . 

13848 

QEI{YON PRflSS 

For reliable, personal service, call Stu McCarty 

at 607-693-1572 for ALL your printing needs. 

STERLING SUPPLY CORPORATION 

Commercial Laundry and Dry Cleaning Supplies 

PHILADELPHIA,PA 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

c ill 
OHice Products, Inc. 
OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 

Business 
Furniture 

Jack D. Vail President 

CORNER OF HENRY AND WATER STREET 
BINGHAMTON 

BEST WISHES 
Complim ents of 

DIRENZO BAKERY, INC. 

152 Henry Street 

Binghamton, New York 

I 

midstate litho inc. 
403-405 Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott, N. Y. 13760 

Phone 754-0020 

'~ 
l--· · ·-·· \._ ,.· '"'·=-~t 

', 
• ..... ..... ... . 

Comple te Publicattons and Printing Serv ice 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
RETSINA RESTAURANT 

~ ,<."""; I . 
~~; ;\Zf~"fWi 
1\\i{;t.~-Y IN.I l ib It 

161-163 COURT STREET 
BINGHAMTON. NY 

~ . . 

WEATHERTEX CONSTRUCTION 
Roofing and Siding 

11 Main Street , Johnson City, NY 

Wilson Da Costa, Proprietor 

CONG RA TUL!t T!ONS 
ON YOUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 

r:: 

~ 
FOUNTAINS PAVILION 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Professional Planning 
is the answer. 

warnareoraw, inc. 
in)uranca 

101 ,Jefferson Ave. 

Endicott, NY 

754-0424 

"FOR OYER 35 YEARS" 

JOHN'S 
FLOWER MARKET 

199 MAIN ST. BINGHAMTON, N.Y 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM 

OLIVER'S 

279 Front Street, Binghamton, NY 
722-964t 

Private Rooms for Parties, Banquets, Meetings 

COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 

OHIO 
GARABEDIANS 

H OU RS : M O N .- F RI. 9:00- 8 :0 0 

SAT. : 9-S S UND A Y & H O L ID A YS 1 0- 2 

MEL'S 
PHARMACY 

P'IIOff SSIONAL HEALTH CARE 

._59 FRONT ST. BINGHAMTON 
jC OR. FOR.EST HILLS BLVD} 

T elephone 724-1:12:3 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

~ 

~ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

MIRIJAN KETCHOYIAN 

Mrs. Satenig Ketchoyian 

Michael and Rose Ketchoyian 

Michael II, Paul, Edward 

Nishan and Alice Ketchoyian 

Patricia, Suzanne, Mark, Barbara 

it 

~ 

BEST WISHES FROM 

WILLIAM H. LANE 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

BARLOW ROAD 
BINGHAMTON, NY 

~ 
SPARTAN IMPORTS,INC. 

SPARTAN DELICATESSEN & GIFT SHOP 

Steve and George Anastos 

1305 MONROE STREET, ENDICOTT, NY 

748-7557 

Mediterranean & Greek Products 

ALLEN MEMORIAL HOME 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

John M. Clarey, President 

511-13 East Main Street, Endicott, NY 

7540110 

THE RUG SHOP 

121 Court Street, Binghamton, NY 

722-5264 

Nearing 50 Years of Quality and Service 

CANADA DRY BOTTLING CO. 

OF SOUTHERN NEW YORK, INC. 
• 

7 BADGER AVENUE, ENDICOTT, N.Y. 13760 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

BEST WISHES FROM 

JOSEPH NOTARIANNI & CO., INC. 

Wholesale Fruit and Produce 

Prospect Aue., Binghamton 

Joseph P. Conte 
Vice President 

BERMAN'S MOTOR EXPRESS INC. 

P.O. Box 1566, Binghamton, N.Y. 13902 

Phone: (607) 729-22e4 

BEST WISHES 
FROM THE 

KARIBIAN FAMILY 

jfjfjfjfjf 

~ 

In Memorv of 

AARON MARKARIAN 

O'r 

~-~ ;~~~ &;--~,A 

J;j~~~--,=y 
~\/(/--;:"" 

~ IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ct.' JOHN JACOB HAGOPIAN 

by Wife, Children and Grandchildren 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

it",.,_-__ ,-,-rl· r. It' •~-'-l I 

ltf 
ROBBINS DOOR and SASH, INC. 

VESTAL PARKWAY EAST 

VESTAL, NY 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 

50th ANNIVERSARY 

from a 

friend of the Armenians 

ERNEST H. PARSONS 
FUNERAL HOME 

~~J 
', ______ 7 

57 MAIN STREET 

BINGHAMTON, NY 

BEST WISHES 
On Your 50th Anniversary 

Valley Welding Supply Co., Inc. 
29 Moore Street 

Binghamton, NY 13903 
Phone_- 723-7523 

SEAGER INSURANCE AGENCY 

All Forms of Insurance 

Commercial - Personal - Bussiness- Home- Auto 
738 Beethoven St. Binghamton, NY 723-5379 

THE SPIRIT SHOPPE 
Best Selection - Lowest Prices 

3912 Vestal Parkway East 
798-7877 

IN MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER 
ESGOOHIE AFARIAN 

~ 
}/-. 

t'"' tL '!I 
PARTICULA~~ 

MAN • 

The AF ARIAN FAMILY 

H~erty<9Fotm 
96 Front St. Binghamton, N.Y. 13905 

MEN'S WEAR SINCE 1909 - Tel. 722-0327 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
RED OAK RESTAURANT 

Good Food 

305 FRONT STREET 
BINGHAMTON, NY 

Fiftieth Anniversary 

\ 



I 
Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

NO CHARGE FOR OUR SERVICES 
WE ARE LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 

FOR ALL AIRLINES. 

WE ARE PAID FOR OUR SERVICES 
BY THEM. 

ENDICOTT PLAZA, ENDICOTT, N.Y. 

785-9916 
UP COMING GROUP TRIPS: 

CRUISE: September 5-12 ........... $898.00 per 
ARUBA: Sept. 26- Oct. 3 ........... $552.00 per 
ST. MAARTEN: Nov. 22-Nov. 29 . $495.00 per 

BEST WISHES 

CROWLEY FOODS INC. 

@® 
BINGHAMTON, NY 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

lum:r 
Furniture and Appliances 

Binghamton--- johnson City 

FINE FOOD 

~ Q~o~ic:k Service --
""-~. Low 
~,_:.. ~~~' 

the STORE 

Catering- Pizza- Subs-Deli 

9 Millard A venue 
Binghamton, N Y 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

A and H DINER 

220 CLINTON STREET 
BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

BEST WISHES 

FROM 

CORINNE ZINN 

INTERIORS 

FRANK L. DeMUNN FUNERAL 

~~ 
36 CONKLIN AVENUE 

BINGHAMTON, NY 722-8800 

CONGRATULATIONS 
for 50 fruitful years 

fj 
"I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me, and I in him, will bear much 

fruit; for you can do nothing without me. " 

John 15:5 Good News for Modern Man. 

FATHER GEORGE, 

SANDRA, STEPHEN 

and MICHAEL 

ARAKELIAN 

23 Washington Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13901 

607-772-1485 

MEDICAL and HOME CARE 
SUPPLIES 

PROVIDING ALL THE NEEDS 
OF YOUR RECOVERY ROOM 

SALES - RENTALS 
SERVICE 

LOCAL AREA 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

THOMAS L. JOHNSON 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Sears 
OAKDALE MALL 

JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
729-6581 

CONGRATULATIONS 
and 

BEST WISHES 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. Greene 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 
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DelaltKlre 
Federal Savings 

1!1 
EL~City 
Lincoln Rrst Bank 

~ .. ~ ~' .. >-to 
c .. "',..cr .f~n-t~~~ '"'<"'~ 
c-"' ,_, ,cf'<i ~~cil'a\~~~~_:,.,. ";:) 
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Endicott 
Trust 

~ FIRST 
~~ ~-(- FEDERAL 
-~ SAVINGS 

@ 
IVIARINE 

lVII OLANO 
BANK 

NBT 
The National Bani< and Trvst 

c-.-, of Norwtdl 

Best Wishes from 

BC: 
BA Broome County 

Banker; RJJociation 
Every financial service you could need 

~--------------------------------------

-----------·---------~-·--·----

Rest Wish es f'rorn 

BRIAN ?v1. PRE\V, .J.D., C.L.lJ. 

Pension, Profit Sharing, Group and Execut ive Compensation Plans 

Specializing in Proji' ::; siona! Corporation s 

f>;) Fr()nt S tn• c t, PO Box 1 U 10 
Hin lo( lwmt()n, f\ Y 1:1 ~JO :i 

l hllll I ~ V'l ~(i 1 

BEST WISHES 

SANITARY DISPOSAL,INC. 

521-23 FAIRMONT STREET 

754-4877 

Geo. 8 uchsbaum N. L. Carpinelli 

Colctnan and 'Danids 
Funeral '}{omc, Inc. 

jfjfjf:§f3f3fjfjfjf~~jf 

3\)0 E. ...! <.:l ,.V;,,in S~rL''-~1 

E:nd;co!;, 1\i.,w Y:•ck 1 :;760 

25 E.-!~·t J~A.1i:1 Street 

Ap. !,,rf ,:n, New York 13732 

(fifl 't j ~~ :~ -~q lU 

BARES MONUMENT COMPANY 

M0/1/liMhl vT.''; MA RKhRS 

C!:A·J!Tl:·R y 1./:TTU W\(; 

~.c. - ·;) "-.....,.~\...:? n: 
P(:'"~~ 

9 () 6 Conklin Ro:HI. Conklin. 1\"l' 
7::>.+- 5 0~(1 

;Hay r"ur 50 Yt"l:l r.l u(DC'c!im tion 
Bring 1:·, ·er!as t ing Su ti 'I'SS t 

CONCRATU LATIONS 

A Fri r.: ncl 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

BEST WISHES 

ANC 
heating and air conditioning inc. 

JIM CLUBB 
748-6435 

104 N. DUANE AVE. 
ENDICOTT, NEW YORK 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Ohsanna Ketchoyan 
Araxie Ketchoyan Turekian 

from Keroppe and Vahan Ketchoyan 

On Behalf Of ACYOA, We Heartily 

Congratulate St. Gregorys Church on the 

Occasion of Its 50th Anniversary and Wish 

It Many More Prosperous Years. 

FRITZ KLEMMT 

PROSTHETIST 8: ORTHOTIST 

LUCIA KLEMMT 

CERTIFIED ORTHOTIST 

KLEMMT ORTHOPAEDIC SERVICE(~" , 
220 FRONT ST., P.O. BOX 402 .~ ~~ 

VESTAL. NY 1 38SO ; I! 
~ j, 

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS & BRACES ·.. .·· 

ARCHES- BRACES 

CRUTCHES- CANES 

CERVICAL COLLARS 

ELASTIC STOCKINGS 

ORTHOPEDIC SHOES 

MON.- FRI.' 10-6 

SAT. BY APPOINTMENT 

arnerlcan 
ortl"lollc& 

M 
Pf"'alhellc 
aaaoc:lal+on 

BEST WISHES 
from the 

WALKERS- WHEELCHAIRS 

MASTECTOMY FITTINGS 

TRACTION EQUIPMENT 

SURGICAL SUPPORTS 

TRUSSES· SPLINTS 

TEL., (607) 7S4-0300 

RES. 7S4-00 1 2 

BROOME COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE 

Joseph P. Conte 
Chairman 

P.O. Box 1144, Binghamton, N.Y. 13902 
Phone (607) 797-2568 

Ad.......,~ 
'""eusED .) 

f·11H!I!J·1;\ U 
for Every Make of Car 

~ H ·W:· "U-Pu/1- U-Save" 

Gary'-SllJ:~[]][[ ~TI 
USED AUTO PARTS 
& RECYCLING CENTER 

COLESVILLE ROAD 
BINGHAMTON, N. Y 

PHONE 775-1900 

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES 

on your 50th anniversary 

~ 
JOHN BENOWSKI FAMILY 

~ -------------------------

AUSTIN KELLAM 

insurance agent 

l'~t~~K~fl.~~~v~Ji~ ..,7i~~h-~/#U~~~ tJJJi{ 

MOPED INSURANCE 

19 Chenango St. Rm.804 
Binghamton, NY 723-2053 

& 

s fRo}A 
rruL~'f10~ 

co~GRJ\ 

BEST WISHES 

the new 
Herbert L. Abramson, CPA 

~'~ Abramson & Abramson 

L A~~GO 
~STAURA~ 

19 Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 
723-7488 

We extend our heartfelt congratulations 
on the occasion of St. Gregory's 50th Anniversary. 

Let us work together as a team 
to enjoy Armenian-Christian Fellowship 

for many years to come. 

Simon, Beatrice and Jack Injajigian 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on your 

~@ 
Fiftieth Anniversary 

Mr. and Mrs. Garabed H. Ekizian 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

" ~­' w-., 

Parkway Vending Service, Inc . 

FOOD AND 
REFRESHMENT SERVICES 

(607) 798-7813 

408 Commerce Road , Vestal NY 13850 

V€St"l hillS 

memORI"l P"Rk & MAUSOLEUM 

I 
3997 V cstal Rd. 

VESTAL, N. Y. 13850 

Tel: 607-797-8407 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Robert and Martha Mangurian 

Gary and Patricia M angurian 

KITCHEN 
(T.· ~c-Out Sv<c . ) 

MARCH CENTRAL LABORATORIES I 724-Z513 
INCORPORATED 

DINING ROOM 
( For (u!;tomcr Use) 

7ZZ-98Z4 

IT ALlAN AMERICAN MENU 

Commercial Laundry 

and Dry Cleaning Supplies 

~..r..r..rJ..;co 

111 CHENANGO ST. 

QJ 

* 
COMPLIMENTS OF 

ALL CAR 
UTICA, NEW YORK 279 FRONT STREET 

BINGHAMTON, NY 

723-5353 

"" • pq 9 • • ... Vtw1t 4 ,m 

CONGRATULATIONS 
and BEST WISHES 

'!'if w 
' ... -·----- . -----------....----.._- CW C OW U -

SAXENIAN FAMILY 
Syracuse, New York 

O'ft ---- ~-------- w • .. • w • 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

May we continue to 
preserve our Church 

and Armenian Community 

• Parsek and Alice Kachadourian 
• Henry and Victoria Kachadourian 

Corinne and Mark 
• Aristaks and Adrienne Kachadourian 

Talene, Anise, Karni, Alicia, Lorig 
• Arslan and Marie Kachadourian 
• Garabed Kachadourian 
• Demos and Louise Kontos 

FOR ALL YOUR PAINT · WALLPAPER ·TILE 
DRAPERY & CARPETING NEEDS 

- CALL OR VISIT -

oakdale decors 
734 AZON RD. JOHNSON CITY, N.Y. 

729·2232 

greetings to all my Armenian friends 

JEROME 0. NEALON 

:rcr..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..rJCt. 

Attorney at Law 

oo-..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..o= 

Best Wishes 

][)) 

DARLINGS 
Incorporated 

CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM 

SPRAGUE 
ELECTRIC 

Residential 
Commercial 

Industrial 

Burr Ave. Binghamton 

Fiftieth Anniversary 

\ 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

51eNt .sd'llan;~ ~ 
MEMBER 

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE INC. 
AND OTHER PRINCIPAL EXCHANGES 

1310 NORTH STREET, P.O. BOX 367 
ENDICOTT, NEW YORK 13760 

Congratulations 
on your 5Oth Anniversary 

DURO-TEST 
The World's Best Light 

Light bulbs for business and industry 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

e Vita Lite 
Full Spectrum Lighting 

e Incandescent and 
Flourescent Watt-Savers 

e Decorative Lights 

Sales Representative 
S. Joe Nedlik 
Endicott Trust Bldg 
148 Vestal Pkwy E. 
Vestal, NY 
785-0061 

BEST WISHES FROM 

C. P. CAMPBELL 

DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY INC. 

----w--
CONKLIN A VENUE 
BINGHAMTON, NY 

COMPLIMENTS 

to all my Armenian friends 

{r+++++++++ 

FRANK KAMINSKY 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

COURT STREET 

BINGHAMTON, NY 

Congratulations to the Armenian Community 

on the 50th Anniversary of St. Gregory 

the llluminator Armenian Church 

+•++++~+++++++++ 

Best Wishes for Continued Success 

CARLS. YOUNG 
Broome County Executive 

JERRY KALAYJIAN 

Persona/Insurance- Life, Health, Auto and Home 

& . 
. ~ 

PRUDENTIAL 
Office: 722-6437 722-9281 
Home: 797-1623 

BEST WISHES 
FROM 

PRESS 
MANAGEMENT 
CORPORATION 

In Loving Memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Avedis Ohanian 

Fiftieth Anniversary 



Saint Gregory Armenian Church 

435 STATE STREET 

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 13901 

Phone 607-722-0826 

DIAMONDS • OIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES 
SILVERWARE 

~\\,l,ltf,~, !}2 11 •
Ill~ cfi!:WI!:UU 1n ' <: • 

. ~ 
OFFICIAL ACCUTRON CENTER 

CERTIFIED MASTER WATCHMAKER j \ 
CERTIFIED ACCUTRON TECHNICIAN ... 

722-0943 • 724-4145 

CORNER PINE & FAYETTE STS., BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 13901 

BEST 

WISHES 

FROM 

* 
.. 

. (• 

. -

/1 

PRESCOTT-PIERSON INC. 

etG~ns 
011/ciVTIJt ROBS IJhO C~llPt'TS 

722-2522 

59 MAIN STREET BINGHAMTON, NY 



The Prayer of the Cross 

Guard us, 0 Christ our God, under the shadow of thine holy and 
precious cross in peace. Deliver us from enemies visible and invisible. 
Make us worthy to give thanks to thee and to glorify thee with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. 

Amen. 

f!JUIC.U[~nbb~n' 1[_,/bcz_, ~rfruU7n1 u U.uU7nL~n~ .Jbr, l!..b'l: 

'.n1_ul~lbUIL unLpp bL Uf_UJU7nLUI~UJb fu~nt_frL'J: .fn1_" fu~n­

'[UI'[nLfJb~nb. Tr~b~n' JbrbLbLf! bL J~ntbrl-LnJfJ fJI!..l­

t~nJ' Ln Jb • UJ rif-UihUJLn rbUJI 'fnC.nLfJbUJd p +UITf_UJLnrb l 

'/_.f!bl[_ [!_b'f: !,or ftL [!_b'f: l,n'fLn J'/: u rpn J' UJ JJ-,f bL d" lU7 
bL JUILfrU7bUJbu JUILfrU7bbfr9: U.J"I;b: 


