
VINCENT YARDUM 
ATTORNEY ANO COUNSELOR AT LAW 

MURRAY HILL :Z-0775-D77& 

Mr. Riehnrd Demirjian 
255$ Edc;ehill A venue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear f·1r. Dem.ir j iant 

February 2, 1955 

In reply to your letter ot Jamau•y 29, 1955, please 
note as :follows: · 

Several years ago, at the convention of the Armenian 
churches of America, appropriate resolutions were adopted and 
the Constitution o:f tt:e Diocese was a111ended so as to require all 
Armenian church properties under the jurisdiction o:f the Diocese 
to convey title to the Diocese corporation, the exact name ot 
which is '•Diocese of tt:e Armenian Churct of America," a New York 
religious corporation. 

Ample safeguards were thrown about the plan whereby no 
Armenian church property could be sold, mortgaged or otherwise 
disposed of except with the consent of a real eatato committee 
consiatin~:i of eminent members of the Armenian community whose in• 
te;~rity and motives are beyond posR1ble question, said commit tee 
members being approved by His Fminence, 'rhe Catholics in E:tch
miadzin. The whol~ plan was to protect the Armenian church prop
erties from adverse infiuences of political organizations._ par
ticularly those "r.oosagtzagans" whose motives are not consistent 
with the welfare ot our National Church. 

From the foregoing, it night appear that the title to 
the property you are about to acquire should be taken in the name 
of the Diocese corporation but, for the pr<Jsent. I an disposed to 
advise against it, although I should explain that this is ~ per• 
sonel opinion and I ar:t not speak in~ officially for the Diocese 
and its Council. 

I think it would be bast that you organize a church 
body, either incorporated or unincorporated, acquire the propel"ty 
and co~~nce to function and operate as a church and then, upon 
demand, convey the property to the Diocese corporation. 

The entire plan of holding title to the church proper-
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ties did not contemplate the contract and purchase of properties, 
and did not contemplate that theDiocese be involved in any con
traetural obligations incident to the purchase of income produc
ing properties with the problema of management and other pos!!ible 
obligations such as assUllling a possible purchase money mortgage. 

It is altogethor against my jud@t18nt for the Diocese 
corpora.ti on to he involved in real estate transactions othtn• than 
to acquire title to pro•jorties of Uw established churches. I 
cannot reco~1mend that the Diocese corporation be involved in pur
chasing and establishing new churches. 

In conclusion. I must not foreet to state that even 
after the title to the Armenian church buildings is conveyed to 
the Diocese• the local trustees Hnd parish continue to occupy and 
use the buildings in every way equal to the way they would do if 
they owned the property outright. 

All of the foreeoing can be su."M!larized by the suggeation 
that you P~d those :nterasted with you proceed to acquire the 
property and• for the present. disregard the requirement to ulti
mately convey title to the Diocese corp<r ation. '\tJe will take that 
up later. 

P.s. Perhaps I should have i'1entioned in rv :f'oregoin~S letter that 
ahould you pt~chase the proporty mentioned in your letter, 
and sometime in the future convey title to the Diocese• not 
only would you enjoy the uae of the Church building but any 
income you derive from the balance of ~be building would in-
ure to your benet'H and muld not v,ol·~,tba Diocese. 

/. \' 
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Rt. Rev. Bishop Mempre Calfayan 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

My dear Bishop Calfayan: 

February 2, 1955 

Here is a copy of a letter I am sending to Mr. Richard 
Demirjian of Cleveland, Ohio, which I send for your informa
tion. 

You will note that I am expressing my personal 
views in this letter and have not spoken for you or on behalf 
of the Diocesan Councel. But I am sure that the opinions I 
have expressed are sound and should be followed by the Council. 

If you think it necessary~> you might follow my let
ter with an official one from yourself. 

Enclosure 


