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Concerning tile role and functioz1 of deacon in the Armenian 
Caurch. 

'l'lle order of deacon i1as its definite place in the hierarchical 
structure of the Armenian Church. 

In ti4e ~erform~1ce of the Divine Liturgy, the deacon has his 
distinct part in chanting, censing, fan-bearing, and in ganeral, 
assisting the celebrant priest. In ~~e perfonnances of relig
ious ceremonies, sacraments and rites, the deacon's participa
tion is very important. The ritual of the Armenian Cllurcl1 
makes the partici?ation of deacons essential. 

'l'here are various degrees in the order of deacons: there are 
~lose who are called stole-bearers or junior deacons who wear 
stoles whicri are the mark of the office of deacon and who 
generally perform tile deacon's part; there are sub-deacons 
and senior deacons or arch-deacons, as they are called in the 
Armenian CJ.1 urch. 'l'he rank of senior deacon or arch -deacon is 
given only to those who have rendered many years service and 
are experienced in rituals in Parish Churches; also tnosa who 
study in tne seminaries for priesthood are ordained as deacons 
during their St)ecialized t.L1eological studies. 

Tne terra deacon is presently applied to all those who generally 
assist tne priest as Altar-servers. To be an Altar-server, it 
is essantial to have the kn~~ledge of the Armenian language, 
since the Lit·11rgy is performed in the Armenian language, as 
•nell as soma experience in the rituals, and a sufficiently 
good voice to chant. 
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Wiu4out the assistance of deaQns, the performance of the 
~iturgy will oe incomplete in ~e Armenian Church, since the 
deacon • ::s part cannot be left Ott. 

In t•le ,~.Jerformance of the uivin, Liturgy, the assistance of 
several deacoas is important, a-1 with varioua functions to 
perform specially during major ~ast days. 

'tiu~re is always a great need for deacons in our parishes, and 
we are continually faced with the proulem of providing enough 
sucn servers, qualified in langua~, music and Liturgy. 
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