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~•innea raz•ngs delen~:.·Armenians 
f'' ' . ' . • ;".!· ··' ~ . -~ ·, ' 

Community · .· , 
says ~h·urch __ , .. 
is their _link· 
to the past 
By GREGORY WILLIAMS 
Special tO' the Gazette · 

For local Armenians, the pros
pect of their church being bulldozed 
to make way for. a proposed ·mall 
threatens their future and past. 

Many Armenians say they cher
ish their churches because of a his
tory of being d,riven from them. 
Since their parents were driven 
from TUrkey along with 1.75 millio~ 
other Armenians, during the geJIO.. . 
cide of i91S, they continue to r~sist 
abandoriing a church for any rea. 
son, said Serna Tarpinian, a mem. 
ber of St. Sar:okiS; Armenian. 
ApostoUe Cltbrcli. · ~We~e' be'en df~· 
placed again and agam 'dupiig this . 
century," she saidL _. . · 

St. Sarkis, 300 Ninth St., and St. 

. ': ·; . ;; ;_ ' ~ ' ., ;, ' 

Hagop's Armenian Apostolic ... 
1 Church; located'in the Armenian.,. ,· · ' 

1

··. community center, 322 Ninth St., Mary M. ML1Jm11artan 
~ould he..demolished to make room . AFlOSitoJtlc 1Clturc~301UUn:t;tt.st..Slw 
· for the Benderson Development 
Co.'s Factory OuUet Mega Mall on 
the East Side. Also slated for demo

.);· on would be 326 other properties. 

"My soul is crying,". said Jean 
Adjemian, a professor of languages 
at Niagara County Community Col
lege. "Some people who go to this 
church can trace their ancestors 
back three or four centuties. It con. 
nects us to the past." · 

Members of the Armenian com. 
munity say they feel linked to the 
church because Armenia was the 
first in the world. to adopt Chris-

. tianity as a nation in 301 A.D., and 
religion is a large part of Armenian 
identity. · 

"It's not just a religion, it's a way 
of life," said .Mary M. Mukhtarian, 
a spokesman for St. Sarkis. She said 
that Christianity is part of the defi. 
nition of being Armenian, and that 
the Armenian church building is a. 
unique and integral part . of the 
faith. The church has to be built by 
the specific instructions of the spiri. 
tualleader, Mukhtarian said 

"We are simpl~_:oot 
Holy Trinity iA .tHe .. plan:• 
L_ arry Krizan, city. fOOrdinator 
development servic1. · , * 

·the: church . ileing. built.; • said· Liz 
Sarkissian,' a parishjoner. ·"My et. · , 
dest brother us,ed t\l have to. leaye 
his dinner because he was. on the 
building committee," she said. , "The Armenian ~hurches are, i@·· 

clud~." Krizan s•id. The chui"qh ~'It's inconceivable to: say, 'J\lst 
and· community cepter are at the get up and move,' " Sarkissian. 
"gateway to the project." he said. · said. "This is a great tragedy. ov · 
"In every project at this size, thrie parents put so mut~ effort·iJI it~ .. 
will be people wbo will not : ~ They. slaved to put astde money for:- · • 
helped. It's a matter-of geography~'' the church.... · ; ~;·· · :· " 

Pulling up stakes:~won't be erisk~ st. Sarkis· is the on~ le~iti~a~-
"It's against church-tradition tot' ih· Armenian church buildmg· m: Wes •.. 
habit another building that is t 41· ern New York, aecordin& to· Abd .•. 
ready built,·~ said Maggie Abda, "This church serves at least ·1.~ 
another spokesman for St. Sarkis. people. Not only those- whci are·bor* 
"It's very upsetting.'1 

· ~·1 ami raised here, but any ArmeniaJJ 
· ' coming to the area:• · · ·· Others treasure the church : a • . . 

reminder of their parents •nd "We want our city topros~r. W~ 
grandparents who fleQ Armenfa in just don't want to move:• SarkiS. 
1915 and built the church more than sian said. 1 · • . · ·: 
30 years later. -~ . I . . . . · · . • ·· 
. · ~ . ·.. I · . Each Armemao; Apostolic church 

"The church has beta there siace: is a replica of the cathedral in Etch· 
1953, 37 years," said, Tarpiniatl, miadzin, Armenia, Adjemian llaid. 
whose parents helped build the · · · .. - · : · 
church. The· thought of moviltg, . "It's architecturally perfect!" ne 

Mukhtarian said city officials are Tarpinian said,ls ~·very difficult~ r said; .. . · . 

·, .. ., ~~/Nta~IUCt;t8llil 

St •. Sarkis, Hke all Annenran 
apostolic churches, Is a 
replica of the cathedral in 

. Etct,rnladzin, Armenia •.. 

Parish Council.. ·~we're not belliger
en~." ·he .said. ·~~e ~ust don't want. 

not being as sensitive to the Arme. those who built th. e,~hurch. It w. ·a . "Ninety.iune' percent of th~pe(,.
ir:~!~l ~J:cla~r~~~L· T!'t:~ very long struggle. . -· , ~ 'pte·d~n't want.to move," sai4Als~n: 
borders the mall site. "I was old enough to remember • Avdo1ao, chaU'mao of St. Sarkis, 

f{t PrGMJt-~ J.fa1E-;!fUJ!M fill
1 

/IJ f1 · ~~. ; tfjfjo .· .·· 
to leave." · · · · · 
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SHAVASP HANESIAN 
-----------------------~M,al~--------------------~------

Mr. Shahen Bedrosian 
8121 Valle Drive 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304 

Re: St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church 
300 Ninth Street, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Dear Shahen: 

631 MAIN STREET 

NIAGARA F'ALLS. NEW YORK 14301 

TELEPHONE 282•6179 

AREA CODE 716 

March 9, 1990 

By this time you are in receipt of my letter of March 7, 1990. 
If another town type meeting for explanation comes up .during my 
absence again make a request for the background data, etc. Use 
my letter as a guide. Insist on the data even- if they maintain 
that it is 11 dated 11

• We want whatever they used. 

I didn't say so in my letter but we can rely on the access 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Laws. If they refuse 
me, or delay, that will be my next step. Use the authority of 
those laws when seeking your information. 

: -.J 

~~yw~ 
SHAVASP H~ESIAN 

SH/1 ah 

!. 



· ~: l :-1-.. am. K.,·, ···C::ar:k-.:· 
Ci:y Di.r,ector .)f ~~;tr:m.vn~ty Deveiopmer.~ 
C}ty !{~11 . 
745'MaLn St..reet , 
t\ i a g.: t a Fa 1 1 s , N. 'Y • .,t~ 3 0 2- 006 ~ 

,.,..r K,..:z'~n ;.. ~ ' ' .Y • ' ~ ·-:-). 
C1:·J C"Jordlna-:cr for Oevelopmerh Servic.es 
r · i ;; 14 ;d 1 · 
......... •' -- J. 

i 4 5 ~ a i ;-, S t re e t : 
N i a g a r a F aJ 1 s , N • Y • I 4 3 0 2"'!"0 0 6 ~ 

\ . 
St. Sarkis Armeni~h Apostolic Church 
300 Ninth Street(Nia.g~ra: Falls, N.y. 

Gentlemen: 

~--···"~ ......... ~'716' 

t6a rc;h 7, J9'90 · ' 

. - .. ··"• : ..... ~ ~ 

Tl'is. let\er i 5- to<·info'rm,you that I am t>:·#arist\ memi\irt·.~. St. 
S:rkis Arr::en.ian AJi.OStolic Chur,fl. 

' 
··1 .'Jnderstand. from newsp;,.per articles t~at tne Ci~¥ of Niagara Fails 

is. co·ntempla;ting the a,~.tluisition of 3.00 ,_intn Stt·e~t .• as well as .. 
:Jtner propertleS, as agent• for the Ber.rder~on De~elop~n.t C.orcporat~on. 
The proposed de·veit>pittenf is another s~oppfn~'m,al~. · 

Please send to me all data, bulletins, brothucr··ef;, po.mphiet copies< 
··of laws .• federal, sttte and local, that you may ha>v.e whi-eh · 

authorizes this acqu.Jsition. 'lf the C·ity is pro.ceedi.ng p,ursuant 
to the Eminent Domain Proc;edure La~, p.lt;·&c:Se articull'te the PU,bl ic. 
USEf, benefit, Or

1
JlUrpo.s.e by Vi;rt'Ue Of· Which t·he POW·.er Qf, eml1;tef']t -'· 

dcmajn i·s being. exef"tis"ed. ·· ,. ·· ~-
.. ' 

J.f f e c:f.~ r a 1 or s t:at:e ef)ilb 1 in g aMt ho r; it y l,l :tnvo lvect:V•:J)l e ~se":~$:t ate 
the purpos-e. of their. in·volv:eme:nt as:·•;:.wAll as. the names. af the 
agencies,: the addre·sses,. and t,He c:fir\!~tors wi·fh w.hom contact_ may 
be made in these :circurostat~cesr. Also inform me if fecieral or s·tate 
fund·ing haS' been''"'app1i.d for. if a' commitment hilS &e.jn !ft'ade, and 
whether f'ttntJ.s have be:en rtteived,. $.tat:ing ttle amount. tn ~ttis_event. 
Please set forth a .eepy of any: of these papers. · · •· · · 

" ' . ·': '· .,;~'*'· 

Finally, I would apprJc.>i*te the num.ber of hO}i,Ses of wership embraced 
by the project area; identi,fyilng :t~&it. by n-a~ae, r.e}Jgicw,s·,.,denomination, 
and ad·dress. Please sub11tit this dlfa ;w·itb a map bf the proposed 
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t~1~Palillo seeks to rescincfln$ ..---... 
, coUncilman wants Falls to delay action,:.ilSk SCIIIIJUIIM'I 

.. 

.I/~Af/4N sCELSA ' . [I/,.,. Ct~~~~tty lhlmut 
' . 

NIAGARA FALLS- Councilman 
.Jitbb A. Palillo wants die Council to 
rescind commitments it made last 

· lllCMltb tb the proposed SIll million 
factory outlet shoppina mall. 

If· the Council fails to rescind its 
Dec. II resolution, Palillo will ask it to 
seek an opinion from the state attorney 
aeneral on the measure's legality and to 
put otT action on the project until that 
question is resolved. 

The Council will take up Palillo's 
resolutions when it meets Monday in 
City Hall. 
. Last month it pve the mayor au

thority to .. undertake and continue 
such menures as he shall determine to 
be necessary and appropriate, and con
sistent with prior authorizations grant
ed by the City Council, to further the 
development of the factory outlet 
mep-malt" 

It authorized the mayor to remove 
the city from the Niagara County sales 
tax distribution S)'Stem if necessary; to 
transfer to the Urban Renewal Agency 

all city-owned properties on ·the Ealt ~nch'a 1 ....... tO·~._._, • ' 
Side mall site alona with all easemeats, said that~~~~' .,.,: ~ 
utility lines and riJbts of way~._... tiona. dae · . ..,.... 1a·:_. 1 

for the project, and to seek other .... that (el·att,)'.tl ~lUll fill• at ~;.·---u; 
soun:es of fundina. such as state and and uniMIIDistli..,_..a!lllt~"""" I 
federal grants. tive and leaillative ........._.,.. ....,.1 '''C!il in ••-.. 

Mayor Michael C. O'Lauahlin •id u a taln. . . · · · . 1 ~ ·,. · 

he thinks both of Palillo's proposals are .. ~c!otancil't ....,....,. ... ilutill · · 
illepl. He said the City Charter &i~ · · to GOIIIt 11f willa ... .,._,. ·! ............ · 
him the authority to nqotiate oontraett ' .lhe prajeoJ i( 110...., ......, ,~. 
•subject to. ratifica~ion by the Council... ina IDUftlel..., fOutad.. .. . •• .·' · . ··=· 1ft • ~ .• .,. '·' · • 
. Other. caty ofriCI81s warned ~ Pala. . Tile de~ ........... N,..,J* J" • ..-·~~ • ~ • ,, '· .,~ 
aDo's actaon could hurt the project. Assoc:iatetl, •-=·--:SlOe . .-.. '· . · . ., '· · . n•:£' ·.•itJ 

City Administrator Mark R. Palesh lion in pri~.- ......... ' =~ a-..::: ...... 
said Palillo's proposals, if approved, • to be 'obtained ............ ,...,-. a. Mo •. . . ·W · •·tlllil 
.. would be a hindrance to a major proj- .To 1116e· way ...... , ...... 1 ••. , , , . ...., 11111i4=·'J · .. . ,.. ·'::;,j 
ect... naily ~tome~. a_... . ., . , •ne w1ao1t •i•: jilt·• ., -

"'It is not our intention to pre-empt t':.uneaes wiD M.e tq,be-=::= · _,..,...,..., .,_. 1Dti = 
the lqislative process in any way, .. he from the area~_, Qaar ad everbew.ts. Whiitlee~t.kW 
said. "However, the developers have Nillpra ltftletl, Porlali! ltOid and JW. fiMI ........._ 18[11 ..._, .. .._. iJ 
now spent considerable amounts of falo Avenue. llec:aue we've ..._., lh- it. l'lll .. , 
money, and we cannot allow them to Before the Councirs Dec. II vqte. tina heN as a rookie OOWICilman, and 
continue to spend money without a Larry Krizan, coordinator of develOp. .have 10 live with .,._..i .. I dida't 
clear signal that we're inte~ed." ment services, said that withoUt die even IDl a chance 10 voae on... : 

Councilman Anthony J. Rendina Council approvals, the developer But Assistant Corpor8ti011 COUMC!II 
said that if the Council is committed to would have only a handshake aaree- William W. Zarr said that while lite 
economic recovery, .. our role should be ment. Deumber action committed the city iO 
to be fully supportive of this develop- The developer . had spent $500,000 the mall. the Council ain has the last 
er.. and not .. to thwart the executive to S I million on the project without a say on the terms of the fiMI .-eement. 

•• 
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Officials argue 
over $4 million 
mall increase 

..• 
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Jy MARY WOZNIAK 
....... Gezette 
AIJDralsen wiD take te tbe atreeta eariJ aut 

Dllit1l to take ltd ol prepertiel tlaat mut be 
·ued to •ate WIJ 1w the ..,..._. FaetorJ 
)~&Jet llep llall. a citJ deYelopmeot offielal 
atTaeldly. 
l.lttln will be Mt wltldD tbe aut two weeb 

o ...adlata ol the arealDformlDI them that the 
,..,..... will be Ill their aellbborbood by 
'tilt ftnt • lleGid weet Ill llueh," said wn. 
il' K. ·aut, e1tJ dinetor o1 eommUDltJ cJe. 

baaal -...---
aut IIII01IIIeed Jan. 31 that the GAR AIIOo 

i ... ol A1Dilent Wll awarded I $1M,OOO COD· 
raC!t to_ IPJI'Iile 321 PI'ODel'ttes that must be 
lilftd before the maD ean be built. Apprais· 
1'1 from tbe firm wiD be at the regular month-'e•te meetlq for residents who wUl be 
i · bf the miD, a( 8:30p.m. Thursday at 
. 'l'riDlti Sebool, lflt FaDs St. 
It will be eomblaed with a meeting of the 
ut Side Neilhborhood Advisory Committee 
,ran wbo ue interested in an update oa the 

' 

Jleaclenoa DeYelopmeat Co.;.-,..._. mal. & sutll Pll'llll c••• ... 
Clart,llayor lllehael C. O'LaaPDD ud L1rrJ met witlltlle ..U wllllll Ill 
Krilu, cltJ eoordlutor o1 dey .... -.. "I beUtn .. WU ftl'f ..... 
lees, win also be IYailllall .... dla till ap. tiD tilt ........ 
pralsentouswer..,.._ 

Tbe two Armenian eh.-.. Ia the patll of ... 
the propoeect man ban =11141 an update "We a't feel tlllt w 1111111 
froiD citJ ........ • Tile ..... lilt tlllt .... ..., • 
tlaD ol St. Sartll ArmlliiD ApaltGiie a..- at II Ill& ,. I .... • _ 
• NiDtb St. ud St. IIIIIP'I Araealaa Apalo ...... It,_ ...... ~ 
toUc Cllarell, located Ia t1lt ~ Aftllat. 
liaa Commaltr c.ter at .... , d 
mean Westen New Yort'a AnlealiD CGIIN
gatlou wUl be left wltllolt a et.ela. 'l'lllaat
elolest Armelu dlareh II laltodlelter. 

"Basleallw, they're at tbe fraat eatraace to 
the proJeet:J' said Clan. ~~~ ra~~~e, what we 
see llappenlq ll the ehll'dlel wDf eYatun, 
be appraised ud acquired ud the dlarchel 
win be relocated, hopefully wltldD tbe etty ol 
Niagara Fans. 

An.A ......... tllll .. lllllll , ..... c.aea, .......... , ....... .. 
do. We doll't wlllt tD ... TUt'1 ... •••••• " 
Be .... llatKrllaalllllltl ..... ... 
rlll.IUCbUI .................... .. 
tbe spat bad ............... lutdl 
ellurda. 

"Obvioua17, they're DOt happy about It," GAR Alloelltll dille ..... ., 1 .....,_ 
Clan said of tbe eoqregatloal. . tllepbaae namber •••,..... caa Ill 1llald Gl 

llary II. llutbtarlan, a spotesmaa for the them IDJ Ume, ba*IIIJ,',-.. IIId. 

, • , .. 'II : '· "-!· 
, .. ._, • ...,. , .• ,.,.., .... • • a •· ·~.-:-~~·•• ~tat m 

::.,*'s~l! 

:· .., ·~· t"-,1 ,... . 

== ...... !W ... IIo-r .... .. Cit&! CIIA I .. .. I .. ....... .,.. ... .., ...................... -..... " 
GM .. I ..., II I lilt tD _,.. tile 

lint ................ ' . 
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Planned 
Community 
says church 
is their link 
to the past 
By GREGORY WILLIAMS 
Special to the Gazette 

For local Armenians, the pros. 
pect of their church being bulldozed 
to make way for a proposed mall 
threatens their future and past. 

Many Armenians say they cher. 
ish their churches because of a his. 
tory of being d,riven from them. 
Since their parents were driven 
from Turkey along with 1. 75 million 
other Armenians during tbe geno. 
cide of 1915, they continue to resist 
abandoning a church for any rea. 
son, said Sema Tarpinian, a mem. 
ber of St. Sarkis Armenian 
Apostolic Church. "We've been dis
placed again and again during this 
ceatury," she said. 

St. Sarkis, 300 Ninth St., and St. 
Hagop's Armenian Apostolic 
Church, located in the Armenian 
community center, 322 Ninth St., 
would be demolished to make room 
for the Benderson Development 
Co.'s Factory Outlet Mega Man on 
the East Side. Also slated for demo. 
lition would be 326 other properties. 

"My soul is crying," said Jean 
\djemian, a professor of languages 
. t Niagara County Community Col
ege. "Some people who go to this 
hurch can trace their anceston 
'ack three or four centuries. It eon. 
tects us to the past." 

Members of the Armenian com. 
munity say they feel linked to the 
church because Armenia was the 

· first in the world to adopt CbriJ. 
tianity as a nation in 301 A.D., and 
religion is a large part of ArmenlaD 
identity. 

"It's DOt just a religion, it's a way 
of life," said llary II. llukhtariaD, 
a spotuman for St. Sarkis. Sbe said 
that Christianity is part of the deft. 
nition of beiq ArllleniU. aad tlaat 
the ArmenlaD church buDdlll II a 
.. and inteiJ'al part il tbe 
flitiL The church 1w to bl RUt .bJ 
tM IDidle illtruetktu of *llliri· 
tall leader, llukhtarlin said. 

llaklaUriu said citJ offtciall are 
DOt beiq as seuitive to the Arlle
Dilll u tiler are towird lloJi 'frill. 
it1 CatlloiiC Chureh. willa allo 
.... tlte aaJl de. 

. . : . ~---~;;; 
razings sadden .Armebl_.hl 

"We are simpq DOt indadial 
Holy Trinity iD tile ~~II saiil 
Larry Krizan, city eooi'dblator for 
developmeot serrieel. 

"Tbe Armelila cUrclleJ an iD· 

Pulllq ap ltabl W.'t be easy. 
"It's ataialt a.B tndftloD to Ia-



From our readers. 

Let's spare 
St. Sarkis 1 

~"~ ~( •~ l1.o 
Why should St. Sarkis Armenia 

Apostolic Church be demolished 
Why can't it be incorporated into 

·proposed mega mall? We've been 
cities where such an idea has bee 
done very effectively. 

1D"Quebec, in the center of the eit 
tliere is a mall with such a plan. Th 
eJltrt.nf~. l9 .• ~- c.b.utc~, ~ oU J,Q4t 
the corii'clO'I's of tie llan; ,.Ius" d 
not detract from the mall or th 
church. ID Toronto, at Eaton Cente 
one of the exits opena up to a sma 
garden and a verr old church. I 

· this idea is a good compromise. 
It could be worked out to eve 

one's satisfaction. It's painful t 
watch the destructioo of all the ol 
buildillgs that contribute to the cha 
acter of a city Uke Niagara Falls. 
would like to know why every noo 
and craDDY in our citJ is conai 
tourist territorJ. WhJ can't there 
some eonaideratioD for us, the peop 
of Niagara Falls wbo. have Uved be 
ud pald taxes for most of our Uves? 
• l'be demolition of SL Sarkis Cburc 
·would be • disiJ'ace;'Tbe man deve 
OIIII'WfCIIld.aci.ollY M ·~J.iPI r:• reue, t&e, wOulcl be dem 
u=P.'~:S~~ 

-MarieD.P 
Niagara Fall 



From our readers 
Hi~ 4-J.;es; Sf~1f1C 
Church gets 
more support 

How clearly Marie Proe and Jean 
Ferraro have resolved a simple solu· 
tion in keeping our Armenian church, 
St. Sarkis, on Ninth Street. 

Now let us take this moment to ask 
each of you out there who have, and 
belong to a vibrant and strong pariab, 
this question: 

What if the church that you were 
baptized in, confirmed in, went to 
school at, were married in and your 
family memben were buried from 
was suddenly snatched awaJ from 
JOur well-plamled world? 

As proud Armenians, our ebureh is 
not on1J held toaether with bl'iek. 
straw and mortar but also sealed 
with strong baDds of Jovilll and CU• 
ing people who represent their boule 
of God. jut as you do. Our pareots 
were the brieklaJen. 

Our forefathen iDiti11ed ill us the 
value of our ehareb aDCl the e1i1taDee 
of teepiDI our faith alive tbroaP our 
caravan of peoplt and oar AnUDilll 
berltap. All'* • ., lldlJ -If the 
wnq dlcilk" ilaade bJ cltr -.. 
clall. 

Wt do ll8t fell the dlltnCtiDA· of 
oar clllrdl will eab•IIM ~J': 
of till cltJ. 'ftdl mCIIl1UileD di;eJt 
dl ndiate what it IUDdl for, fll 
....... ofbcdetJP.l.ull"" 
llllaU Vldltlaa. wbldl• ... bit 
aim lien Ia tbe Ualtll Stltlll .. 
Caaadi .. We._.and=-
ldlll _, • bl ..... .. 
... till ~~met .......... -
.......... tbiMif ...... 

A Ita .... Ofltilll tD tiiDie ..... 
.... .... 0* filii ...... '* •· ............... .:.~· 

-AJbertencllylwle CMDicAdln ............. 

... 



From our readers 
#J;~ 
~~ 

'f /a./ 'I <J 

St. Hagop's 
a parking lot? 

I'm writing about SL Bagop's Ar· 
meDian Cbureb. 

We bear comments about a ehunb 
being torn clown. It il a fact that two 
Armenian .cburebes exist iD Nlapra 
Falls, N.Y., one of wbicb il St. Ba
gops Armeniaa ApoatoUe Cbureh llld 
CommUDitJ Center, 322 Ninth St. 

This year we are commelllOI'Idllg 
the 75th annivenary of tbe 1115 11.10-
cide, when Turks, trying to demODah 
an eatire nation, ma111ired a mi1Uall 
and a half Armeaiau. After that, Ar· 
meaiaas scattered all ov• tbe ..td. 
many to tbe UDitecl Sta• .-... 
tbe freedom tbat America ....._ID 
tbil day and ace. tbe - c.tlr1' 
whm our country il beiiDI.._ Dl· 
tiaal solve tbelr .,.,..._ tllen U· 
iltla problela ben Ia Nllpn filii. 
AIIID. oar peaple are ae~DCIMniiJ 
uid meBtally dlvlltltld. 

11aar DIGDie were aarrlel IDd 
mur ChDdria were Mptlled Ill fda 
eb.a.llldudiDimJ OWIL Se tell at, 
what do I tell~- willa tleJ 
ut: ..... ... .. ..,. 
tiled?" Do I tell tbell.., WWt .... 
Used where there aow staa••-• 
putiallat? 

_ ... a ......... = 

'. 



·t·' ,. " ' p•'•'li-~ ' ,.,_ : ===-.::=11 ....... ' ··~·;;,~·~·~ ~ .~~ 
1 9 a.m. to 1 a.m. Monday through Frldlly ~ . • ·· · ··· · ii ,..., . . . "'¥ 

5:30 ~o 1:30 a.m. weekends. _ · ..... :.- -. .~ . .-,.1~0 ri II f ~, ·~ 1t __ .til -~ 
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Palillo tries to 'kill the tn~"i~·-1611' ··~.~~ 
Council denies resolution; meeting set tod.ay With oounty.officid. 
8y MARYWORIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The City c..cD Monday kayoed a move by 
Coulleilman -J'ac.e. A. Palillo that the city's 
cblef devellpmtlt official termed an attempt 
to ''k111 the ~~e~a man." 

Larry 1r1JaD. elty eoordiDator of devel· 
opment III'Yicel. said it was "somewhat de· 
Pftlllll" to see tM resolutioll on the agenda 
eall_afe foi' t1le ettr to acquire and put up for bid 
the MarlJ 100 aei'el tbat have been designated 
a1 tiMe lite ol tbe propoeed Faetory Outlet Mega 
II aD~ 

'l1te resolutioll faDed S.l, with Palillo casting 
the sole yes vote. Council Chairman Henry J. 
8uchalslti wa1 out of towa for the meeting. 
Councilman Anthony F. Quaranto acted as 
chairman in his ableDee. 

Mayor Michael C. o•taqbUD told tbe eoaadl 
the resolutioo would iDterfere wltb tbe rlgbt or 
the mayor and executive braaeb of goveram•t 
to negotiate eoatraetl. 

In the meantime, be uld a meetlq wwld be 
held this morning with county Legillature lead
ers to discuss the eit7•1 plaa to ac:QUire llld 
clear tbe site of the proposed man. that plaa 
would utilize iDerealtd 11lel tax revea1111 tbt 
mall is expected to 1eoerate. 

Krizan said the meeting would be atteacled 
by members of tbe lnclUitrlal Developmeat 
Agency and County Legillature Cbalrmaa Lee 
Simonson. R·Lewlston. Councllmaa GuJ 
"Tom" Sottile said that the city mOlt be "eoa· 
viocing enough .. to make the county leaden 
realize that something good for Niagara Falll 
will also be good for the county. 

The council passed a resolution sponsored by 

CoaacU"'aa.....,. A..~.ei- .._.. .,.. . ..,... .... _ 
tbe cltr sip aad .....--aliUI'illlO.. ' !Ill ..................... ...... 
blllboardlla c:om..-. ........................... -. Ill••• .... ........ . 
ealla for nea-t~ to be lipide tlnllllt'MDe- ..__.a& DIM....., Plaia. ht a,.: 
pirtiD•t Gf P1uDilll.., ..... - laJ'rCbr ..-.wu ..... = . .,.. ...... 
CouaeUaJIPI'OYilGflllf ..... ge-· ...... Jlltllll-1 ........ Ulillltlt 
wbicllwould ..... ela•• ......... ~; aft ....... .... 
Departm•t Dlreator ... IIIIL . ... , ............ -Ellie. . -
poledtbelllOYI. , . · · .• _. .............. tU."IIiN 

Tbe eoadl IMlt I e:.· .. ..,. tl '1114 cllr .................. U. NeW filrl 
boldaaeetlq.toltebJh~M.IW State co.,_.a.loard te e.t~aae tit • 
ba11Dea ona llld oUaen to NYin til.... c.6b Cbamllen II t1tJ B*D for wfln 
ordlllaaee llld make reeomm.-.... for,.. -,:•••tlaD _bearllta ..m uotber RllaM 
sible ebUitl. lite tbe dtr. eulli IGIDd. atJ Adm..._. 

Tbe eouneU allo adopted a re10lutioll baJa. ter .. rt R. l'alllll laad ubd tile eom,... 
DiDg skateboards from eitJ ltreetl. Pollee offi. tiaD Board to IIOYe tbe bearillp lteeaa~e of th 
eers wlll be dlreeted to coafl1eate the ema burdeD tbeJ plaee Clll partiq at tbe Cltl 
skateboards of thole found to be iD violation.. BaD lot. Paletll wu Ul ncl did aot attnd th 
Skateboards may be retumed after a beariag ..-. 
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Mall· 

mega mall 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The same firm that designed the Walden Gal. 
leria mall in Cheektowaga has been cbosell bJ 
the Benderson Development Co. for ita pro. 
posed Factory OuUet Mega Mall. > 

The firm, Dal Pos Architect of S1J'acue, b .. 
built 30 to 50 malls, said Randy BeDCiersoa. D 
and other Benderson officials attended a ~. .. 
tion to show support for the mega man. bell 
Tuesday at the Best Western Red Jacket Jaa 1J 
the Niagara Falls Area Chamber of ~ 
meree. . . . i. 

Dal Pos was chosen in part beeaue atli'e. 
perieoce with two-level maUl. uii Ia a 
er, vice president of denl!!IIMl . 
Bendenoo. The firm's desip __._ 
area of the mega mall from 1.2 JDJIIIIIIIa .... 
feet to 1.4 million square feet, Belldenoa -..a 
"We interviewed about 10 arcbiteetl. Wt ,..n 
the most impressed with this group," be saii. • 

The businessmen and buaineuwomea "'tile 
meeting seemed impressed with tbt etrG af 
the BeDdersons. About toO were at tbe_meetllllt 
according to Larry Krizan, citJ coordiDatDr ill 
development services. 

Christopher B. Brown, ebairllla tf · t111e 
chamber of eommeree board ~ direetlli'l.. '* 
the throng it was time to aeeeatuate tbe ,..&. 
tive. "I'm tired of always bearilltlle ut.-;: 
ers," be said. Brown later llit lie eftllt' dl 
neeellll)' to show tbat support for tile. JUl.._ 
still strong, not because it wutHppiq. . .~ , 

Republican CouncUmea Jacob A. P.O. ... 
Barbara A. GeracitiiiD. m ba1t IleA..~ 
tiollld acaiaat npportlllf die ..r.. 111M -. 
seat. ••. 

~-- . COIIlill af tilt lllllliiiiAI'IIIIU 
the of 

Continued tram p~~ge1A 

'• 

... 
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Here are some words in favor of St. 
Sarkis. 

Sure. knock down St. Sarkis Arme
nian Apostolic Chireh to mate l'OOIIl 
for the proposed factory-outlet mall. 
Tearing down St. Sarkis and slappin& 
an asphalt DlrkiDI lot in its place 
would definiielJ enhance the maze of 
cement boJeJ, scae can modem 
bulldiDgs, in our downtown area. 
WhJ wOuld our cltJ want to keep a 
building lite St. Sarkis Church 
around to· detract from the arebitee· 
tural beauty of the ceaent boses tbat 
alreadJ adorn our ~town area? 
Furthermore, ODe citJ olleial stated 
that St. Sarkis Churcb tlll't as blltori
callJ prollliDeDt u -,;:::.clmreL 
I agree, and If the citJ up ... 
demolilbel it, yes, it ..mrwm be. 

1a an boaeltJ. tbe GaiJ bui1cUDP 
donton tbat are uellteeturaliJ at-
tractive and add 1011- biptipt to 
that area of ton Ill are cbarebel. 
Cataract leltaurut. ~ Ba* 
and Nilcara Gazette. . 

U tbe citJ's ~ can't fllure 
out a way to work St. Satil CbUrcll 
and tbe little ~11 .,.. it illta 
tbeir mall projeet plana. wllicb bJ U. 
WIJ I am ill favar of, ll wlll 111 • 

about tMir lick of ski11.: 
-·~- ucllaek of .., qualaU, attractive to 

llldtDtllepeopleill ,. 

, . 



specifically to obtain relocation benefits will not be eligible 
for assistance. To receive full benefits, owners must have been 
in occupancy for at least 180 days and tenants must have been in 
occupancy for at least 90 days. No one should be required to 
move until they have received official notification from this 
office. 

The following items are attached for your information. 

1. A schedule of the dates when the appraiser would like to 
meet with you. 

2. A list of documents or information that you can provide 
to help the appraiser establish the value of your property. 

3. An informational brochure that describes the acquisition 
process. 

This letter is merely an expression of interest and does not bind 
the agency to buy your property nor does this letter establish 
any eligibility for relocation payments or assistance. No one 
should be required to vacate at this time 

Very truly yours, 
/' 

d~~ d-"t?1U 
wr1fiam K.rc1~: D1rector 
Community Development 
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Niagara Falls Urban Renewal Agency 
CITY HALL -745 MAIN STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14302 

Dear Property owner: 

(716) 286-4377 
FAX !716) 286-4318 

March s, 1990 

As you may know, the City has been working with the Benderson 
Development Corp. for the past year to develop a factory outlet 
mall in the East Falls Neighborhood. The City's participation in 
this project includes the acquisition and clearance of the 
required land. 

Once all of the necessary financial and legal arrangements have 
been made to guarantee that the project will be built, the Urban 
Renewal Agency will be prepared to make you an offer for the 
property that you own in the project area. If we cannot agree in 
advance upon a price for your property, the Agency intends to use 
its eminent domain powers to acquire the property for the public 
good. Eminent Domain may be used for this project because it 
will remove blighted conditions in the area and will result in 
the development of job opportunities. You will be afforded all 
of the benefits and protection of the New York State Eminent 
Domain Procedure Law. 

At this time we would like to begin this process by requesting 
your cooperation in scheduling an appraisal of your property. 
You are encouraged to accompany the appraiser through your 
property, so that you may point out any features or improvements 
that will affect the appraised value. Please inform your tenants 
that the appraiser will require access to their apartments on the 
dates listed on the attached schedule. This schedule only 
applies to single family through three family properties. All 
other property owners will be contacted directly by the 
appraiser. 

Before we make a purchase offer, the appraisal will be reviewed 
for accuracy and appropriateness by the City's Review Appraiser. 
A second appraisal will only be conducted if we can not agree on 
a purchase price and are forced to go to court to acquire your 
property through Eminent Domain 

We do not expect to begin making any purchase offers until 
sometime in June or July. An informational brochure is enclosed 
to answer some of the questions you may have about this 
procedure. You may also call this office at (716) 286-4482 if 
you have additional questions. 

When we acquire your property. any occypants will be eligible for 
relocation benefits. A representative of this office will 
contact each and every occupant to explain relocation benefits 
and assistance. Owners or tenants who move into the project area 
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specifically to obtain relocation benefits will not be eligible 
for assistance. To receive full benefits, owners must have been 
in occupancy for at least 180 days and tenants must have been in 
occupancy for at least 90 days. No one should be required to 
move until they have received official notification from this 
office. 

The following items are attached for your information. 

1. A schedule of the dates when the appraiser would like to 
meet with you. 

2. A list of documents or information that you can provide 
to help the appraiser establish the value of your property. 

3. An informational brochure that describes the acquisition 
process. 

This letter is merely an expression of interest and does not bind 
the agency to buy your property nor does this letter establish 
any eligibility for relocation payments or assistance. No one 
should be required to vacate at this time 

Very truly yours, 
/' 

,,~/ (i{.U :{;!> (; c>f"l C'tA--- __ wn1f~ K.~ r , Duector 
Community Development 



U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
Office of Community Planning 
and Development 

WHEN A PUBLIC AGENCY 

ACQUIRES YOUR PROPERTY 

Introduction 

This booklet describes many of the Important features of 
the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act). It also 
gives general information about public acquisition of real 
estate (real property) that should be useful to you. 

Most real property acquisitions by a public agency for a 
Federal or federally assisted project are covered by the 
Uniform Act. If you are notified that your property will be 
acquired for such a project, it Is Important that you learn 
your rights under this Important law. 

This booklet may not answer all of your questions. If you 
have more questions about the acquisition of your 
property, contact the Agency responsible for the project. 
(Check the back of this booklet for the name of the 
person to contact at the Agency.) Ask your questions 
before you sell your property. Afterwards, it may be too 
late. 

Who Made The Decision To Buy My Property. 

The decision to acquire a property for a public project 
usually involves many persons and many determinations. 
The final determination to proceed with the project Is 
made only after a thorough review which may Include 
public hearings to obtain the views of Interested citizens. 

If you have any question about the project or the 
selection of your property for acquisition, you should ask 
a representative of the Agency which Is responsible for 
the project. 

How Will The Agency Dat.-mlna How Much To Offer 
Me For My Property 

Before making you an offer, the Agent:'/ wit obtain at 
least one appraisal of your property by a competent real 
property appraiser who Is famllar with local property 
values. The appraiser wlllnspact your property and state 
his professional opinion of its current fair market value in 
an appraisal report. After the appraiser has completed 
his work, a review appraiser wUI check the work to assure 
that the estimate Is fair and the work conforms with 
professional appraisal standards. 

l 

SOME GENERAL QUESTIONS 

What Right Has Any Public Agency To Acquire My 
Property? 

The Federal Government and every State Government 
have certain powers which are necessary for them to 
operate effectively. For example, they have the power to 
levy taxes and the power to maintain order. Another 
government power Is the power to acquire private 
property for public purposes. This is known as the power 
of eminent domain. 

The rights of each of us are protected, however, by the 
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments of the U. S. 
Constitution and by State constitutions and eminent 
domain laws which guarantee that If a public agency 
takes private property It must pay • Just Compensation" to 
the owner. 

Furthermore, if the acquisition is covered by the Uniform 
Act, the owner has additional protections, some of which 
are explained in this booklet. 

The Agency must offer you "just compensation" for your 
property. This amount cannot be less than the appraised 
fair market value of the property. "Just compc:lnsation" for 
your property does not take Into account your relocation 
needs. If you are eligible for relocation assistance, it wilt 
be additional. 

What Is Fair Market Value 

Fair Market value is sometimes defined as that amount ot 
money which would probably be paid for a property in a 
sale between a wHIIng seller, who does not have to sell, 
and a wUIIng buyer, who does not have to buy. in some 
areas, a different term or definition may be used. 

The fair market value of a property Is generally 
considered to be "just compensation". Fair Market value 
does not take Into account Intangible elerTients such as 
sentimental value, good will, business profits or any 
special value that your property may have for you or for 
the Agency. 

How Doaa An Appra.._ Determine the Fair Market 
Value of My Property? 

Each parcel of real property Is different and therefore no 
single formula can be devised to appraise all properties. 
Among the factors an appraiser typically considers in 
estimating the value of real property are: 

* How It compares with simHar properties in the area tha 
have been sold recently 
* How much It wol.Ht cost to reproduce the buildings 
and other structures, less any depreciation 
* HCM much rental Income It could produce. 



To help you in prasentlng your case In a condemnation 
proceeding, yo J may wish to employ an attorney and an 
appraiser. How ~ver, In most cases the costs of these 
professional se~ices and other costs which an owner 
incurs in presenting his or her case to the court must be 
paid by the owner. 

What Can 1-Do If I Am Not Satisfied With The Court's 
Determination? 

If you are not satisfied with the court judgment, you may 
file an appeal with the appropriate appellate court for the 
area in which your property Is located. If you are 
considering an appeal, you should check on the 
applicable time limit for filing the appeal and consult with 
your attorney on whether you have a basis for the appeal. 
The Agency may also file an appeal if it believes the 
amount of the judgement Is too high. 

Willi Have To Pay Any Settlement Costs? 

You will be responsible for the payment of the balance on 
any mortgage on your property. Also, If your ownership 
is not clear, you may have to pay the cost of clearing it. 
But the Agency Is responsible for all reasonable and 
necessary costs for: 

* Typical legal and other services required to complete 
the sale, recording fees, revenue stamps, transfer taxes 
and any similar expenses which are Incidental to 
transferring ownership to the Agency. 
* Penalty costs and other charges related to prepayment 
of any recorded mortgage on the property that was 
entered into in good faith 
* Real Property taxes covering the period beginning on 
the date the Agency acquires your property. 

Whenever possible, the Agency will make arrangements 
to pay these costs directly. If you must Incur any of these 
expenses yourself, you will be repaid-usually at the time 
of settlement. If you later discover other costs for which 
you should be repaid, you should request repayment 
from the Agency Immediately. The Agency will assist you 
in filing a claim. Finally, If you believe that you were not 
property repaid, you may appeal the decision to the 
Agency. 

May I Keep Any Of The Bulldlnga Or Oth• 
Improvement• On My Property? 

Very often, many or all of the Improvements on the 
property are not required by the Agency. This might 
include such Items as a fireplace mantel, your favorite 
shrubbery, or even an entire house. If you wlsh.to keep 
any improvements, please let the Agency know as soon 
as possible. 

If you do arrange to keep any Improvement. the Agency 
will deduct only Its salvage value from the purchase price 
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you would otherwise receive. (The salvage value of an 
Item Is Its probable selling price If offered for sale on the 
condition that the buyer will remove it at his or her own 
expense.) Of course, If you arrange to keep any real 
property Improvement, you will not be eligible to receive 
a relocation payment for the cost of moving it to a new 
location. 

Can The Agency Take Only A Part Of My Property? 

Yes. But if the purchase of only a part of your property 
reduces the value of the remaining part(s), you will be 
paid for the loss In value. Also, If any remaining part 
would have little or no utility or value to you, the Agency 
will offer to buy that remaining part from you. 

Occasionally, a public project will Increase the value of a 
remaining part which Is not acquired by the Agency. 
Under some eminent domain laws, when this occurs, the 
amount of the Increase In value Is deducted from the 
Purchase price the owner would otherwise receive. 

Willi Have To Pay Rent To The Agency After My 
Property Is Acquired? 

If you remain on the property after acquisition, you may 
be required to pay a fair rent to the Agency. Such rent 
will not exceed that charged for the use of similar 
properties In similar areas. 

How Soon Must I Move? 

If possible, a mutually agreeable date for the move will be 
worked out. Unless there Is an urgent need for your 
property (e.g. your occupancy would present a health or 
safety emergency), you will not be required to move 
without at least 90 days advance written notice. 

If you reach a voluntary agreement to sell your property. 
you wUI not be required to move before you receive the 
agreed purchase price. If the property Is acquired by 
condemnation, you cannot be required to move before 
the estimated fair market value of the property has been 
deposited with the court so that you can withdraw your 
share. 

If you are being displaced from a dwelling unit, you wUI 
not be required to move before a comparable 
replacement home Ia avalable to you. 

Willi Receive Relocation AIIINnce? 

Title II (Uniform Relocation Assistance) of the Uniform Act 
requires that certain relocation payments and other 
assistance be provided to famUies, Individuals. 
businesses, farms, and nonprofit organizations when they 
are displaced or their personal property must be moved 
as a result of an activity which Is subject to the Uniform 
Act. 



Dear Property owner: 

In order to complete the appraisal of your property, GAR 
Associates, Inc. will require the following information, if 
available: 

Single Pamily Home owners · 

survey Map 
Recent improvements (itemized list and receipts) 
Tenants name and copy of lease (if property is 
rented) 
Copy of closing statement (if the property was 
purchased over the last 5 years.) 

Multi-family Properties 

Survey map 
Rent roll (name of individual tenants, copy of 
leases) 
Income and expense history (itemized operating 
expenses and income) 
Recent improvements to property (itemized list 
with receipts) 
Copy of closing statement (if purchased over the 
last 5 years) 

commercial/Industrial Properties 

Survey map 
Rent roll (name of tenants, size of space rented), 
copy of lease(s) 
Income and expense history (itemized list with 
receipts) 
Copy of closing statements (if purchased over the 
last 5 years) 

For questions call: 

Residential (1, 2 ' 3 Pamily Properties) - Jim Bird or 
Rob Puntillo 

Multi-family Properties (4+ Units) - John Ferraro 

Comaercial/Industrial - Scott Allen 

General Questions - carolyn Attea 

Toll Pree Number - 1-800-836-0382 



NIAGARA FALLS PROJECT • MEGA MALL 
SCHEDULE FOR APPRAISALS FOR SINGLE FAMILY TO 3 FAMILY HOUSES 

!lATE: TUESDAY MARCH 13, 1990 DATE: SATURDAY MARCH 17, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS STREET TIME HOUSE NUMBERS STREET 
8:00 . 11:30 AM 149, 151, 165, 167 13TH STREET 9:00 • 12:30 AM 309, 323, 325, 327, 343, MEMORIAL PKIIY 

117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124 12TH STREET 353, 355, 357, 359, 361 MEMORIAL PKIIY 

1:30 · 6:00 PM 123, 125, 126, 127, 128 12TH STREET 2:00 • 6:00 PM 237, 239 MEMORIAL PKIIY 
129, 130, 131, 133 12TH STREET 1018, 1022, 1032 ANGELO COURT 

1005, 1107, 1111 NIAGARA STREET 

DATE: WEDNESDAY MARCH 14, 1990 DATE: TUESDAY MARCH 20, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS STREET TIME HOUSE NUMBERS STREET 
8:00 · 11:30 AM 224, 225, 226, 231, 232, 238 15TH STREET 8:00 • 11:30 AM 324, 324, 330, 332, 334, 10TH STREET 

240, 241, 247, 248, 250 15TH STREET 335, 336, 337, 341, 345, 347 10TH STREET 

12:30 • 5:00 PM 251, 254, 256, 259 15TH STREET 
228, 239, 243, 244, 245, 248 14TH STREET 

DATE: THURSDAY MARCH 15, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS 
8:00 · 11:30 AM 1420, 1428 

1404, 1410, 1411, 1412, 
1415, 1422, 1427, 1431 

1:30 ·6:00PM 346, 348, 360, 366 

STREET 
FALLS STREET 
ROBINSON COURT 
ROBINSON COURT 

PORTAGE ROAD 
349, 316, 338, 350, 358, 366 14TH STREET 

DATE: FRIDAY MARCH 16, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS 
8:00 · 11:30 AM 313, 342, 346, 350, 356, 

358, 360, 364 
1317, 1319, 1325, 1405 

1:30 ·6:00PM 319, 339, 340, 341, 343, 
346, 348, 350, 354, 355, 
358, 360 

STREET 
13TH STREET 
13TH STREET 
NIAGARA STREET 

12TH STREET 
12TH STREET 
12TH STREET 

1:30 • 6:00PM 338, 348, 354, 357, 358, 361 10TH STREET 
915, 925 NIAGARA STREET 

DATE: WEDNESDAY MARCH 21, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS 
8:00 • 11:30 AM 908, 910, 912 

301, 303, 305, 305 1/2, 
307 1/2, 309 1/2, 323, 327 

12:30 • 5:00PM 328, 331, 335, 336, 339, 
340, 343, 344, 347, 351 

DATE: THURSDAY MARCH 22, 1990 

TIME HOUSE NUMBERS 
8:00 • 11:30 AM 352, 355, 364, 371, 372 

STREET 
FALLS STREET 
9TH STREET 
9TH STREET 

9TH STREET 
9TH STREET 

STREET 
9TH STREET 

If your address is not listed, please contact Norma Lombardi at 286·4482. 
Times and dates are approximate. Appraisers will make attempts to acca.aodate listed properties. 

• 


