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IIOLY ftl.l'f'f ARMEIIAW CBUaCR OP BORft PRILADBLPIIIA 

JIDrlliG OP ALL BDCUTIVE OOJUU'fft'.&S 

DAB: Bov.._ 2, 19$1 

TID: 9:1!) P••• 

All tbe Bxeout1ve Coaaittee members of orgaai&ationa of tbe Holy Trinity 
.Arllenian Cbu:roh were 1nv1 ted to a apec1a1 •etiog Pr1da:y eve nlng, loveabeJt 
2 • · 19.51 1n tb.e Churob. Hall. 

The .. etlng waa called to ol'der at 9:15 P••• by tbe Cbaii"'DaD ot tbe Pariah 
Council, Dr. Brant M.arcar1an, and Torkoa Hyre SOorp prea1ded. 

Dr. Marcarian apoke with regaPd to the sudden -.mer s.D which Torkoa Byre 
Soorp waa appointed Vicar of tne Biehop tor- a period ot one year. The 
Pariah Council bad not been consulted in tbia respect, and it vaa te1t 
there waa Juat cause for grievance. 

This meeting waa called bJ Hyre Soorp and only tbe Executive Co-.ittee 
meabera were invited becauae it wae t.poaaible to invite the entire Church 
._berahlp on such abort notice. Thoae preaent bad been invited tao tbey 
could be enlightened on all that had transpired. 

Hyre SOorp waa then invited to apeak, and he reaaarked that tbla vas the 
tirat titH be bad all the Executive Coaa1ttee aeabera present, and be had / 
a rev remarka to make with regard to Executive Committee members. He would 
then diaouaa b1a new appointment. 

DJTIES OP ME.'MBER~ OF EXECU'l'IVE COMMITTDS 

Hyre Soorp explained that each ..aber ot tbe Exeout1ve Ca.aittee 
baa apeoitic dut1ea, aDd each should be aware or his dutiea. It 
muat be known tbe Cbairaan 1a the moat illq)Ortant aember or tt.. 
Committ... All member• abould be brtered aa to parliamentary 
procedure and tbeir reapect1ve dut1ea ahould be clarified. 

Hyre Soorp mentioned the var1oua dutiea or each member and alao 
stated tbe correct aarmeP 1n Vbicb aiautea abot~ld be Peoorded. 

HYRE SOORP'S HEw APPOINTMENT 

Hype Sool'J) explained tbat actually what bappened was ot a neceaaity 
verJ audden. At a C1oceaan Central Council m8eting October 19, 19!)1 
Aracbnord Surpazan Hyre aaked for a year'• leave or abaenoe effective 
lovember 1. He bad certain tbJ.nga to do and it waa iaperative be 
attend ta...,thea wltbout aD.7 delay. ThePerore, be auggeated that b1a 
Vicar be decided at tbat meeting ao tbe one aelected could aaauae 
tbe reapona1b111ty immediately. 

lfbe Dlooeaan Central Council, atte due oonaidtn-at1on. requested 
at leaa• a week' a titU in whicb to tblnk tbe probl• owr, and it 
waa uo1cled to bold a aubaequent aeettng October 26, 1$1. 
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On October 26, tbe Dioceaan Central Council again .. t tor a 
apeolal Meting and they agreed to the year' a leave ot abaanoe 
tor APaobnoJ'd Surpuan Hyre. It vaa tben their Napeonalb1lity 
to immediately elect someone to taka Surpaaan•a place during 
the year. The one eleowe! would baYe to atq at the Pl"elao,-. 
and aooordinglJ tbe1P election waa bald. 

APFJWl' OH OUR CROBCB - OB.li.C'flOHS 

Byre Soorp atatad tbllt •07 queationa and objeotiona had al)'llen 
tJtom our people on the validity ot the aova. and to each ·l:>t the 
queationa and objaotiona tha.e waa .n ana .... 

1. ARAOHBORD SURPAZAB BYRE 

Ria Gpaoe, 81abop Tiran. our APaobnord Sm-pazan BJN 
baa nothlq to do w1 tb tbe JIOft t1iraotl7 inaotar aa 
the one elected. 

'!be Biabop merely makea bls rec018endat1ona and aubalta 
naaaa ot var1oua Prleata who could qualitJ. and who 
would be appJI'OYed by the Biahop 1t alaotecl. 

Tbe Diooaaan Central Council then b7 aecrat ballot 
elaota tbe Vicar. 

2. SJI!ORit QRE SOORP 

The 1oqu1r1ea regarding Sb.nork ~· Soorp alao were 
dlacuaaacl. He waa -.laoted bJ the Blahop 1naaJIIUch aa 
he vaa near tba PrelaCJ' and auob a aow la 1n order. 
Bowevv, be ia tb.e Prleat ot the lawark Parltlh, the 
V1a1ting Pr1eat, and tbe editor ot tbe Hyaatanrat& 
Yagaghetaae. Bad be been elected, three vaoanc1aa 
would .bave resulted. 

). liOTIFlCATIOI TO OUR PARISH 

The urgency or tbe aituat1on aade 1t t.poaalbla to 
1nt'oftll our Pariah aDJ 110onw. Aa explained, the 
1H8tlll8 waa bald October 26 al'l4, the lett.er to 
B,.re Soorp waa dated October )1, 19$1. 

4• IS THE IIIOCE:SAN CENTRAL COUNCIL EMPO.wEIUID tll'l'H THE 
AUTHORITY TO MAKE SUCH A MOVE, AID HAS TRE PIRISB 
A RIGHT TO PROTEST. 

H:rre soorp reminded ua that •ob Church baa a Pariah 
Pl-ieat, Pariah Council and o\ber OoDIDlitteea. Tbey 
bave definite autborltJ regarding activity in their 
own Pariah. Their work direotlJ atteota their own 
local Pariah, and their act1v1t1ea are oont1ned to 
their Pariah. Thoaa p:robleru wbioh arlee aasardf n& 
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at:ta1••• or aotivitiea M.J b_e dul7 aettled witb.ln 
tbe Pariah. However, we moat r~r there are 
certain tb1nga tbe Al"aobnordaran ~BU.Bt aanotion. 
Aa an ex.-ple, the Pariah Council election .uat be 
approved bJ the Araobnol"'duan. 

Tba APacbnord and the Diooeaan Central Council are 
eapowered to aettle, decide or bring an,- iMue to a 
oonclualon Which attecta all oUJI' OhUPcbea aa a Whole. 
The electing ot a Vicar 1a an exaaple, and the 
adm1n1atrat1on and editorahlp ot tbe HJaadaQJata 
Yegegbetaee ta another example. 

When the Dlooeaan Central Coun.oll baa a problea, it 
ve1gha the rutter care1'ull7 betore rendering a 
decision. It the deo1a1on attecta a Pariah, tbe 
Pariah 1a notlt1ed ot the dec1alon. The deoialon aa 
aent ia to be executed and not queatiooed. We .uat 
bear in alnd the7 are oaretullJ rendered, and we are 
oo-.1. ttlng an error in queation.1ng the power or 
autborltJ ot the Diooeaan Central Counatl. 

Tb.e decla1on haa been made, we ba't'e been noti.t1ed, 
and the collllland muat be executed. 

,5. R9ES 1lYRE SOORP WAN! TO GO OR OOBSI'T RE wANT TO GO 

871"'8 Soorp went on to e.xplaln that at tb.la per104c· · 
M thought be waa aotuallJ atartin& wi tb. bla work 
here. It never occurred to b1a that aometblq 
like tbia would happen. Be doea not look. on h1a 
nev appolntaent u o.n bonor becau• 1t ia tor a 
pel"lod or one year, and beoauae 1 t la onlJ one 
,._., lt will be tilled wltb bardahtp tor b1a. A 
7ear la too little tlae to pt adJuated to a Job 
and bene• ti.. vtll be a haadloap. Be did aot aak 
tor tbe position, nor did be retUM it. Tbe Oentral 
Council vaa t aced wt tb a probl-, and be waa obliged 
to help and not to hinder. B• t'elt it waa h1a dut7 
to cazt17 out What bad been decided. He stated again 
there would be many bardablpa tor hill and oontrontina 
bia. •.raue, he likes cbangea, hownr, be neYer ex
pected it to happen like tbta. He baa a dut7 and be 
auat perf"orm it; it tor no otbeP reaaon than to aet 
an ezaaple. 

6. WHAT THE At'TITUDE OP THE PAR,l;SB SHOOil> BB 

It the pegple are grieved owr tbe MDD_. ot the 
decialon and now it waa giYen, tben OQr people are 
not Juatltled. 

BJr• Soorp teel.a tbat •• ou. Pr1ea t, it alter he 1 ..... , 
we vttbdrav aotiYel7, tben our Chl..lrob 1a not oraan1ae4. 
It" tbe people atop ooaing beoauae be 1a not bere, tben 
tbe7 do not like their Cburob.. Tbe bt•at auat not be 
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loved tor h1a peraon, but .tor tbe work tbat be doea. 
TlM vork alwa,-a rematu, the Pr1eat cbarla••· Pr1eata 
JU7 die, but the Chu..Pob. contlnuea. There are alwaJa 
hardablpa. Tbe work here 1n our Pariah ia treMndou.a, 
and 1 t .uat be done and we auat continue eYen atronger 
tben before. Ot courae the Pariah Prl•t ia important, 
ho .. ., .. , tbe actual work ia done bJ tne pariah1onera. 
It we reallJ love our Church and 1t we teel that wben 
be leaYea, be takea witb h1a aoae ot our atrength, tben 
we auat 1ncr-eaae in our- strength and therebJ .till the 
gap. 

B,.re soorp went on to a.,- that it 1a ao ••PJ iaportant 
tor ua to tirat love our Church ·and to work toaetner 
in b.aPaoftJ'• Peraonal grieyancea auat be oaads aaide 
and di.t'terencea auat be forgotten. We DlWJt nave a 
reeling ot lo.ve tor eaoh other and our work will then 
be an expreaaion or that love. 

H,-re Soorp f"eela there 1a lllUOh be aboulcl bave done 
and did not do. He bel1evea that it' we trul7 love 
our Church and it' we do not conf"uae the iHuea, and 
we let our true love come forth, then tbe work to be 
done will be ••87• 

Tbe aolution. to our problea, it there 1a a pr-oblem, 
1a ent1re17 up to our people, to each ot ua. Be ia 
aura tb.at whoever co••• tbe newcomer will do tb1nga 
be neglected to do and be will do th1nga d1trerentlJ. 
Each peraon. ia different. Eyen in a cnanae ot tbia 
nature, there can be a good reault. It we collectiYelJ 
do our work well, then the one who oamea will do bia 
beat. 

R,.re Soorp went on to sa,- there ian• t aD7 Prieat 'Wbo 
being with u.a will not want to do bia beat. It la 
up to u.a to aee what the neweoaer wanta and help b1a 
to do aa he wanta to do. Be will do tb1nga vbicb 

aboulcl b.ave been done and vbicb have not been done. 

Our dutJ aadt~eapoaa1b111t7 la to accept tbia oo.mant 
ancl not to gin wq to our penonal teelinaa. we 
.uat continue wltb our work, ever atronaer, and eYe• 
.ttr.er. we auat belp our new ?Pleat. 

At'ter thia ezplanatlon b7 B,-re Soorp, Mr. Bedroa Se.aet' Jlao apoke atatlD& 
tbat be waa aatlatled with the explanation and 1a oonvineed ve auat abide 
b7 it. It waa unt~e that it bad to be our Pariah bleat wbo vaa 
elected, boweYer, we muat not queatlon the Central COUD.Oil. 

lib.-. Halouaian wanted to tmow who would be oolllna to aaauae the dutlea 
ot the Pariah ht1eat and whether 'lorkoa BJP• SoopP would retUI'D at'teJI' 
the Jear. 
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It waa then ausseated that Ryre Soorp read the lettera wb1ch had been 
rece1Yed and tbe7 WOllld ~P• anaver Mr. Ralowa1an'a quu,t1ona. 

One letter waa rro. Biabop Tiran dated October )1 addreaaed to B7re 
soorp which 1ntol"1Md bia o.tttotally ot the deciaion and that be waa to 
aaaume the reapo~1bility tmmedtatel7 tor a period ot one year. The 
other letter waa trom Biabop Tlran addreaaed to Dr • .Marcarian 1ntorra1ns 
him that Papken Ryre Soorp would temporarily be asa1gned to our Cburoh. 

It waa pointed out that Hyre Soorp would be tree attar the year and did 
not have a detinite commitment vtth an, other Pariah. 

A group ot people volun$aril7 went to lew York to consult with Aracbnord 
Surpaaan H~. The tollowtns just Nturned tPca !lew York at tbis t1• 
and aubaitted a ftrbal repoPt ot their oonaultatlon v1th Btabop Tlran: 

Hr. neleaak 8aaaajlan 
Mrs. ~arMn Alexanian 
Hra. Yegbis Der0haneaa1an 

Mrs. l.upellan 
Mrs. Elate Parnaatan 

TbeJ 111PN&sed Su.rpaaan Hyre that our Ryre soorp vaa pbJ'a1call7. 
unable to aaauae tbe poa1t1on ot Vicar. They aaked that the 
matter be gi't'en .f'UPther cona1deration v1th a view to •king a 
change in tbe deo1a1on. Surpaaan R7N waa not aware ot Hyre 
Soorp• a 111 health, and aaid such a problea was ent1Nl7 up to 
Torkom BJPe Soorp and tbat it would be d1aouased turther Saturday, 
loveaber ). Hyre Soorp was scheduled to go to Hew YOPk. and bave 
a meetina w1 th S\IP))aaan. 

Surpaaan atated that 1n aDJ event tbe .. tter ia entirely in 
HJNI soorp' a banda, and outcome will be decided attar the ... tina 
on Satw.-dq. 

Many people then apoke with regard to Wbat we can do ottioially in the 
to~ of a proteat. but the tutillty ot it waa pointed out in view ot what 
Byre Soorp bad aa1d 11 

The probl• could not be diacuaaed any .tu.rth4W and 1 t waa decided to 
adJourn the m .. ting and await the outcome ot 8Jre Soorp'a .. etln& with 

- Surpaalln RJr8. If a cbange 1a made, the Dtooeaan Central Council vUl 
have· to uaeet -.1n and tiM ia very 11a1ted. however. at thla point 
there •••act notblns turther to do. 

Meetins adJourned at llzlS p.a. 

Torkoa Vartabed Manoogian 


