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C,OmpnLp·\nfi, orrnuf h qmhmlpupn.prdi 'u·U·O·S·S· ilmqql;-ll. U· Utfh(l.. 
Z,mJng l.:fmp-nqJtqnuJt, Z,nlrmhtfp.hrt :! , 193;) \t lfmJp Up-1m U · l;£tf!nurr\Jfi: 

Upp.lll]ll,JU lfrmnll.r ophll.mp-rdi Z,nlrmhtfp.hp !) ' 1953' r lfmJr Up-nn 
U · l;2d'i11ubVi: 

1..lllJJlllli1JhmmlJ.mll. UIIlUI£ rG nLq hLnJlllLJrllLU UIJlillUIUUJhtfm(i' Ullp-rlrU!u' 
t~1rurmuu, lfrtUJG, u. 'l,UJqmr, £l:>U1pl1q h Uuq1rUI, Hl5G q1hmp ·-lfmJru: 

UuirulplulnuUJ!iUJ!l (J.mlnY,lt '}mtfmrnLtf r '}UJh\tpl;-, bqlmrmnu lfUJpm 1956: 

U'mJp ~mGmr1r Z.rtfuUJqmu GnpnqmpllLu h FU!phqUJrq.mtf 'l-U!pltuUl 
lJJ1Lpt1tru1hUJGr GmrpU!mmmp-hmull: 

Ll11fll.ml1mn !Jhrtmlinpnqmprtu U. Z,nrY.mrtfhmGg, U. 'l-U!JhU!uhmGrr 
1un11 •l.Jqmnttll, U. L;mpulJ.mp-\t, OzmlJ.mni~, ~£Grr h U!Jl hqhqhrrruh1mL .. 
-', UIJlllUUI\UUJl tff;-£: 

7. lJmnmguuf U. J;£tfJtmrrur tfm,1pmY,UJilfr UJ.UlrruUJ.GhpnL, q1}ullltnp I}Ulp
pum}t IlL CTtUUUign,J9r lll2lilUIJ1illlir: 

~. Z,Jnl'liudpufi 1lhpmlinrmqm p·\ltll lin11 tlhhmrUJlill ht Srq.mmr '1-pruu: 

!) . Z,tu.J[tmurhmmltmu bplnmpiJ.· miJ.hnpnLp-jlLu U!p.mmuUJhtfUJu, lfrrughrur 
"t,\\lhmliquhp h Z,mpmt.m,1rn u~rhprqm 1!JGO lfruJru-Uhurmhtfphr: 

](). 1..m.fp111H[hwmlpufi \;ppnJ•I} ntqhLnpntp·JlLU mpmruuruhtfwll, l.J. fllnrru
f<l> Jll I' fl••u-1 !)(i 1 3 n diJm : 

11. lJ\u,]p llpnnjt finp murmpmfijt lrmquwqhpUJ.ULUe h Jllll!JilLUe Hl6~jtfi: 

1:! · Bmllmll Z,m,]mnmmGhm,l!J \lllmfh]rulrwG blrhqhgLnJ lfwJp Upnn U. l;£
ll']nurr(ijt wllq llllfmll!JllL p jlLfit: bljhqhghwg -',mtflllz}uruphU!J ru lunrhnLlll}rfi 
l!lli:!Jlli: tt1hqhnhmg Z,mtfmzlumphmJllG JunphHLpl}r P.G1}h. flllJlUlllLIJ.UIJlrfi 
hi UJlil2lllofimljUifi mllO.ndig lll,]g~ s. s. tl,mqql;-G u. l.Jmp-nqplpiUrfi r u. 
l;£1flnn~Jtfi linJG mrup!1fi: 

J:l· ll,qqm,J!di-\;bnqn!JlllljUJfi dmpnJll qnufUlJllH Jl'r hL \Jpp.lliJUJU lfrLnnfir oph
lim pIn n U'mJp U.p nnll tCl;-2 1!Ht!jJ!i: 

14 · Z,m,JillllUJhmmltmfi 2nppnpq. mqhLnpntp·lnli wpmrunmh1fw!i, bpm.uruql;-tC, 
\;q ]•upnnu ht Z,Oqlpumnudi I !lli:l Z,nltmhlfp.hp-'1-hlpnhlfphjl: 

1!). Z,ut.llllllliJlllnml]lll(l Z,Jtnqiqmpil m IJ.huipnLp pt.ll tuiimmumhtfm(i, bp·mlnJllUJ, 
l;rllw·I'HliU. :Jqnulium hL ll.firnJnu Bnt.nnunp-•lthmpm mp 1 !Hi;): 



MONUMENT IN HOLY ETCHMAIDZIN 
Commemorating The 50th Anniversary 

Of The Armenian Martyrs 
(Erected April 24, 1965) 

Blessing Of The Holy Muron By The Catholicos 

October 5, 1969 

16· 1915 p-nLtuqtulip Uuwrthtuli hqhnlip 8puliwuhw4r hunftui!CfU!Jltli mofim
~J~lfpnq> pLG h Ciwhwmmljmg 8nLztupciwlip hln1'liwpltl;-f hL pwunul' 1;£
tl'pmb-fip ztt£mptultllrl 11'!;-9 1 !HiG UUIPPI 24prt: 

17. 1,111JJ1111UjhLI1tuqm!l ll,hghpnp'l- nLqhLnpmp-pL!l wpmwutuh1fm!l, fl)nLtlJtupptu 
O·mtfm!l\ttu, 1 !)65, Bndi!lu-6nqpu: 

1 K. t mJ hpl:;-fi Uumnuub-mzmrl~ !1 mnm£ !1rl L11UituqpnLp-hwU ~00-wuhwqp !lznq 
htull'mqqtuJ!Ill mollm}uupmphw[i Jlllulmlt linli'}-tuq l!J66 6mlimwp!1li: 

1 !l· 0LIJ.I[Ul*IUIL fl)wmplltupflihpnL 6nLumltllpmlinu O·nLutulllmJ , lrpLphq IIJnq
qmplm.J, l~ll~llll;-u Gwh Z,mJ I!Jwmpluupflihpm bqpzl;- bimLumql;-tflt bL 
L;Unphf It· flln]UllJ 1;£U'pmb-!1li lllJ!Je: 'l,wliL S · S · ~wqql;-!l U · Utl'hUmJfi 
Z,tuJng lJmp-nllllllnup hwliillJUinLue lJ. lllntnnJ 6nJfi Sphqhpmltmfi uiututp]t
wrf IJ.p-hliwqnrwut1u 1961pfi h lrrtrlJrnJ lunitl;-fi U · ltwpnlll1qnuru WG:3l1G: 

20. Z. m,Jpmulhmwltwfi bop-fihpnpl} tuJghtm p-l1Lfi wpmwuwhuwfi, d·rfih
Q.m\J!Jhplnn Bmtpu 1Uli7P-li, Jlllmndt hpUJLI;-pmlll blthllhghmg Z,UJuUJz}u
mphtu,]jlfi Junp.hnqu}-p ~liiJ-hmlimr flllpL1111LlliUP J-1Lfil1fli!Jti;-Jfl1: lJ.Jghp1Lp rdl 
uUJhL tl.lthfiGUJ h <Pm11p.q: 

~I· 1967 Z,nqmhuphp 1l1G ~hhm~mm .l,mJpU!Uihmll P!l qmhmltmpiLp-hmli 12p'}
lnlll}thitmru\pG mn!1p-ml_ 411 t.\hnlim:qpl;- hpqm hnllmiJ.nlllnufihp UtfhppqU!Jr 
(ll·hupli hmump: ~hhm*UJn Z,mJpmurhmr O.hn!lmunL!i hUirulJ.nlllnufihpndi 
PPL!l 4!1 hmulir :wp.: 

22 · Z,tuJ}llUUJhmmltUJfi 0Lp-hpnp'}- mllhLnrmp-pLG wpmmumhumG, ~l1hli!lru ht 
'1!1L bnpf, lfpmghmt 'l,ruhmfiqfihp ob-1-1 nL hmtfmp ~phli(imJ !1 GnpUJzl;-!i 
.hqhqhgrfi h UuhplllJU!hU!Jng lin}lUJqwnnJg lfmJr Smti.UJil!l, HHi8 UUIPPl 
28!1G: 

2::\· t"lhhunpmn Z,mJpmUihmp bpqpnpl} WJgJ~ :bptUJmhp}lpw lfm,]pU 8, 1!l(i8: 



CATHEDRAL OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN 

Historic Events Since the Enthronement 

Of His Holiness Catholicos Vazken I 

October 1, 1955 

l . 1<:1 •·•·Lion, t•on,.;•~•·ration and ••nthrollt'IIH'Ilt of lli,.; llol i nt•,.;,.; (:athol i t•ns 
\ al;kt·n I. Ot•toht·r l. l'J:i;) in tlw CatiH·dral of lloly l<:tduniad:r,in. 

2. Blp,.;,.;in~ of holy \turon (oil) Ot•tolwr H. l');):j in the Cathedral of llol} 
Ett·hmia1hin. 

:l. l'irst Pontifit·al vi,.;il of lli,.; llolint•s,.; lo the ;\rml~nian,.; in di,.;persion. 
Fehruary - \lay , I'J:ill. (Ldmnon, F~ypt, Italy, Frant·e <nHl En~land). 

L The \[,~ding of tlu: lli;;lwp,.; l'On vened in Cairo in \lan·h l'l:'iti , IIi,.; 
lloliness prt',.;iding. 

. J. Tlw rt:novation of tlw Ett·hmiwl7.in Catlwdral hy h.alonsl (;ullwnkian 
Foundation. 

6. The renovation of Sts.Bhipsime, Gayane, Shoghagat, Oshagan, Butchnc 
and other sanctuaries in Armenia. 

1. The construction of the Walls of Etchmiadzin \lonastery and of the 
clock Lower. 

8. Complete restoration of the new Veharan (the official residence of the 
Catholicos) and of the Tirdat Gate. 

9. Second Pontifical visit of His lloliness to the Armenians in dispersion 
\lay- September 1960, (l lnited States of America and South America). 

10. The Third Pontifical visit of llis lloiiness to the Armenians in dis
persion, June 1961, (Istanbul, Turkey). 

11. The restoration and the opening of the Printing House of the \!other 
See of Etchmiadzin with the funds collected from the Armenians of the 
TJnitcd States. 

12. The enrollment of the '\rmenian Church as an aeti ve member to the 
World Council of Churches in 1962. The official visit of Dr. Visser'L 
Ilooff, the General Secretary of WCC to llis Holiness. 

13. The ~ationai-Ecclesiastical f:ouncil convened in Holy Etchmiadzin, 
October 1962, IIi s llolinesr,; prer,;i ding. 

);L The Fourth Pontifical visit of Ilis Holiness to the Armenians in dis
persion, October-December I 963, (.I erusalem, Egypt and India). 

l:'i. The Fifth Pontifical visit of llis Holiness to the Armenians in dis-
persion, January- February 1965, (Ethiopia, Egypt, France and Great 
Britain) . 

16. The Proclamation of the Fiftieth '\nnivcrsary of the Armenian Martyrs 
during World War I. The erection of commemorative monument in Etch
miadzin , .\pril 2'1. 196;). 

17. The Sixth Pontifical visit to the Armenians in dispersion, June-July 
196.1, (Burnania and Bulgaria). 

IS. The proclamation to commemorate the :300th Anniversary of the first 
printing of the Armenian Bible in January 1966. 

19. The historic visits of two Orthodox Patriarchs (Justinian of Humania 
and Cyril of Bulgaria). and of two Armenian Patriarchs (Elisha of 
Jerusalem and Shnork of Con,.,tanLinople)to His Holiness at Holy Etch
miadzin in 1963. 

20. The Seventh Pontifical vir,;it of llis llolincss to the Armenians in dis
persion , July 1967, G.,neva, Switzerland, on the cordial invitation of 
the WCC (;eneral Secrl)tary Dr. Eugene Carson lllake. llis Holiness' 
vi_.<;it Lo Vienna and Paris. 

21. On October l, l%7, on the oeca.siun of the 12th anniversary of Ilis 
elei'Lion, llis Huliner,;s ~~ons~>cratcd two bishops fur the Armenian 
Diocese of North . \nH~rit•a. Catholieos Vazken l, has thus far conse
crated 30 bishops for the \rnwnian dioceses all over the world. 

22 . The Eighth Pontifit·al visit of Jli,., llolint~ss to Vienna and to the 
llnited States in \pril and May, 19611, Lo consecrate the Armenian 
Church in Vinnna and Lhl' Arnwnian Cathedral in :\ew York (April 28, 
1968) . 

23 . The second visit of !lis lloliness Lo Philadelphia, May 8, l96!l. 
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ST. VARTAN 

ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL 

IN NEW YORK 
Consecrated April 28, 1968 

By His Holiness Catholicos Vazken I 

1947 - I.Jp hlUUtnllllllllLJl lJ.Uhp rY.Ul,j J:t 1, UlJ g • blrnqngl.llJ bpptnUlUUljll}UI!/ qmq
UUlY.UJlllllll.}Tpdi~: \.nJli mmppli JllinUl£ 4~ mwpmpli pmlim4gn~..p-pc!ilihp 
U.uhpp qwJ p UnUl£Ullill}Ul4mG (it>hu]:t upmuGm4mlin1..p-pL!i~ tl hrtmhum
mmmhrm tfpmfntl: 

1!H8 - U.nmylinpi}- S · S]:tpmli bqu · "t.hpunJhm!i pp 4mmmpmb- ithnlimi}-pmp-pL!i
Ghpntl hL mpmmumhuw!il;-!i hp.mt_ppmmb- hnqhnp.wqwG!ihpntl_ PP- zmp.£ 
qndihGUIJ 20]:t hmuUnq hntlp1..GhJ1: t>uq hwUUIJiifllh-pm p-p1..~ 4~ pmp.-
6ppmlimJ 37]:t: 

1949 - lJ[l qfimp U.nm£1illpi}-WJlliJl uhtJlwqm!i hniJ.G nl. zl;-!if~ Ul. U.nm£1inJli}-W
pmflp Iw tJlnlumJ}JlllLP hnli: 4~ molinLJ:t U.tfhp]:tqmhmJng U.nml')inrti}-nL
p-hmG. hwummmum!i GOp!} mmphi}-mpo~: 

1954-1957 - S · lfmuppl;- U.pf · q-wp}>mJhmG.J:t U.nm£G.npi}-nLp-hm!i opntl_ q{! uqu]:t 
iJl!imp·rl.!i~ U.n.m2linpl}mpmlir wn.m£pli zl;-!ifp!i, uhtpmqmli hniJ.J:t!i tl_pmJ, 
limpptummp-hmup SJ:twrqhfpphm!l bqpmJplihJlnL h1.. llltLp-m4mll od-m!l-
I}-mlJmphmup U.uhp]:tqmhmJ d-niJ.ntl.mru}pG.: 

1959 - S · lllm!i U.pf · lfwG.m4hmlilt Un.m£1inJll}I11..p-hm!l 2P-£mli]:t!i q'm1..mpm]:t 
zllfinLpp&[~ linJ!i zl;-Gf]:tli hL Un.UI£G.npi}-lUJlUl!lF 4'od-tnnLJ:t JUipUmpm
qnJli qrnuuhGhmqfihpntl h pliwlrmrtm!lG.hpntl: 

l !)61 - U.1fl'J1P lrmhmJ qnJ q p-huhrm U.n.m2linri}-mrmG.G.hrm fm£mthrmp-hwup. 
h !lmlumohn.G.nq')-hmup S · SprtmG. U.rf · "t.hrun,]hm!i]:t, 4~ pwgm]:t f<t'h
tfltu nmm£pG. U.umnLm<lmpmum4m!i U · "t.hrml;-u t!inJlhmtJ:t tJ..mrtd-mpmlip 
}.:tJpGup-~uJ:t tfl;-£, J"tnpfinJ: '1-tl!pngJ:t zl;-G.f~ 4~ qfinLJ:t fimJ:trmmnLmp-hmup. 
'1-mlili1Jllr!ipmplimlr Slt4. Ump-hG.J:tq n~..qndihwG.r np WJG.mhhmh qn~
nLh!JlUl. n~..qnLfihw!i Sm!i: 

l!Hl5 - Un.m2l1li m!iqmtfG. ~llmtml bpmuruq bfp i, m.1ng I!Jmmrpmpf u~, Uuhfl . 
S. trtrzl;- U.rf · S1;-rm1;-phmG. 4'mJghJ1;- lf]:tmghmr \.whwGqwg f<t'hu~ JWJm-
Ghpn huruurp pp z!inphurlrmJllf~ f<t'hu]:tu hnqwcrmp-hurG. h qnt_rqnl.
purllfrG hwG:q.l;-q bpnLuurq bflt 1, WJ lilmmp]:twpfnLp-hw!i: 

1865 - lfm.1 tlUr 2pG. uhb- hm!ii}-JlUmp-hwup mhiiJ:t 4'mllhlimJ lfur.n1 Swti.urpp hniiJ:t 
oph!lmp-ltdi~ ohm\l\l'p U.nm2linrti}- S- UlmG Urf · lfmlim4hm!ip.: \.nJG. 

mmJlLn,J!i i,nlrmhtfp.hpJt 211G. 4[1 lrmmurJlmp lfmJp Smti.mJlP. hp.uGmJlql;-f!i 
m mlilrptGmfmpp. ophfint.p p1..G.p: 

1965 - Uhupnhuphp J:t!i umm2J1G. mliqm1f ~ ll m1 ntl_ lit'pLpfJ:tnJ 1, WJD!J lilurmpp.mpf 
up, U.tfh!i. S. t!inphf U.pf. 9·tutmnmhw!i q'tuJ!Jhtl;- lfp.mghurt \.mhwG
qurg fl>hu'~ !imJ:trtmhtmrufmpp~..!i qmmmphtm lllnrunJ U · lum~ '1-uiPh
tl_ur!if[t!i p !iqmum: 

1 !l66 - S · lJlmli U.rlf- lfurlimlthm!ip. U.n.m£linri}-mp-hm!i P. • zp£mlip m1..mpmpfi 
p.p tthnG.mi}-pmb- qwu hrturl.l•rmcr h qnrcro!i hmJ hlrlrgwqm!iG.hpm p-J:tce: 
4r- hmullp 4:~p., linJGfmli p-lnntl qmqtfml[hpu)mtub- hmUmJiifllhpm tlpmJ 
mmpmb-nLmb- : 

]!)67 - \,npr.fimJlp lJ.n.m£lillJlJ} q-U)l• S · f<t'npqntf bU[U · tfmfinLqhmfip. OJlllll, l,nq
illUtfphrP. :npli, mhiJ.ll 4'mllhfimJ p.mgmue 4JIL]Wtqp. 4lll.llll1;-Gqhur!i lfzm
ltmpmJpG. ttll.fp. m l,mJll h U.rP.u C}-wtlmfti.hm!i l,mlii}-p.umurwhJ:t, 
hplJmffi ur1 lfmJp Surti.mp]:tli lrpg: 

1DG7 - \.nJlnfphJlp!i S · lit'npqmf tqu · lfurlimqhm!ip qnqul- q~ hmummmmp. q-m
limmmJll .Z,lliJll!J U.n.m£11npl}urpmup. GJ.l£lll!ltuJp!i <Pn}umlinpi}-mp-p.t.!ip: 

1968 - UutrllJJl 2fill!i Utfh(illl,Jfi i,mJng tG.nphmqmpi}- h Upp.mq!iurqn,]fi I.Jlllp-nllr
qnn~ s. s. tJ..wqqt!i u.. hrlnlllJll} mnqwu enmtntl q~ d-mum!il;- lfP.wghtu] 
Gwhwliqllhp h 4'ob-t Utfhr•rlJurhmJng tfwJp Smfiurpp llurrrl 2R]:tfi: 



VAZKEN I 
CONSECRATES ST. VARTAN 

ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL 
IN NEW YORK 

OUTSTANDING DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

1834- The first Armenian immigrant comes to America as a student. 
1889- The first Armenian clergyman, Der Hovsep Dzayrakouyn 

Vardapet Sarajian comes to America. 
1895- As a result of the massacres ordered by Sultan Hamid a new 

wave of immigration begins. Six clergymen come to America 
with the new immigrants. 

1891- The first Armenian church is consecrated at Worcester. 
1898- On the sixteenth of October an encyclical of the Catholicos 

of all Armenians is solemnly read in the Church of the 
Saviour at Worcester. The Diocese is established in the 
same city. The firstArachnord being Bishop Hovsep Sarajian. 

1902- The first Diocesan Convention meets at Worcester. 
1907- The third Diocesan Convention elects Archbishop Yeznig 

Abahoony arachnord on May 30. 

1913- Archbishop Kevork Utujian arrives in America as plenipotent
iary delegate of the Catholicos of all Armenians, and the 
sixth Diocesan Convention elects Der Arsen Dzayrakouyn 
Vardapet Vehouny as Arachnord. The Diocese at this period 

comprises the Armenians of the United States and of South 

America. 
1920- Bishop Khoren Mouradpegian arrives as plenip::>tentiary dele 

gate to the Catholicos of all Armenians. The Diocesan Con
vention called by him elects Bishop Dirayr Der Hovannesian 
as Arachnord. 

19 23- The Pre lacy is transferred from Worcester to Boston. 

1927- The Prelacy is transferred to New York. 



1928- The region of California is separated from the Mother Dio· 

cese by encyclical from the Catholicos of all Armenians and 
has its own administrative Council and Arachnord. The num
ber of Armenian Churches in the United States has now 
reached 19. The Diocesan Convention votes upon the con 
vention votes upon the constitution of the Armenian Church 

in Armenia and names it, "National Constitution of the 
Armenians in America.'' 

1931- The Diocesan Convention elects Bishop Ghevont Tourian as 
Arachnord. 

1933- Dissensions occur in the Diocesan Conventions and a section 
of the people separate from the Armenian Church. Archbishop 
Ghevont is assassinated. 

1936- Archbishop Karekin Hovsepiantz, delegate of the Catholicos 
of all Armenians, arrives in America. 

1938- South America organizes its own Diocese, separating from 
the Armenian Diocese of America. The fortieth anniversary 

of the establishment of the Armenian Diocese of America is 
celebrated, Bishop Mampre Calfayan being locum tenens. 

The Diocesan Convention elects Archbishop Karekin Hov· 
sepian tz as Arachnord. 

1939- The Council for Spiritual Affairs of the Catholicate of all 
Armenians confirms the election of Archbishop Karekin as 
Arachnord of the Armenians of America. The official organ 
("Hayastanyaitz Yegehetzi ") of the Armenian Prelacy of 
America is founded. 

1940- Archbishop Karekin founds the Auxiliary Committee of the 
Prelacy. Inception of Cathedral & Cultural Center project. 

1943-The Arachnord Archbishop Karekin is elected Catholicos of 
Cilicia. Tiran Vardapet Nersoyan is elected as Arachnord. 

1945-The Diocesan Council reforms the Constitution of the Ar 
menian Church in America. 

1946-The Central Committee for the building of the Cathedral and 

Cultural Center is organized. 
1947- The Armenian Church Youth Organization is founded. De

liberations are being made with the intention of re-estab
lishing the unity of the Armenian Diocese of America. 

1948 - The number of active pastors reaches 20 with clergymen or
dained and brought into this country by the Arachnord, Bishop 

Tiran, during two years . The number of newly organized 
parishes reaches 37. 

1949- The Prelacy ' s own site and temporary building are bought 
and the Diocesan Office is transferred thereto. The number 
of active clergymen reaches 22. The Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the establishment of the Armenian Diocese· is celebrated . 

1954- During the Primacy of Archbishop Mampre Calfayan the con-
7957 struction of the Diocesan House started on the premises of 

the Diocese. Contributions were made by the Diarbekirian 
brothers and the Armenians of North America. 

1959- During the Primacy of Archbishop Sion Manoogian the con
struction of the Diocesan House is completed with the fa 

cilities of different offices and living headquarters. 
7967- By the initiative of Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and spon

sored by the two Dioceses of North America the first Ar 
menian Theological School of St. Nersess the Graceful, is 
opened in Evanston, Illinois. A substantial contribution was 
made by Mrs. Satenig Ouzoonian of Fresno, Calif. towards 
the purchase of the Ouzoonian House for the said school. 

7965- For the first time an Armenian Patriarch, His Beatitude Arch
bishop Elisha Derderian, visited the United States to express 
his gratitude to the Armenians who contributed continuously, 

towards the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 
7965- The ground breaking ceremonies for the Cathedral was con 
May 2 ducted by the Primate Archbishop Sion Manoogian. 

7965- In September for the first time an Armenian Patriarch of Con· 
Sept. stantinople, His Beatitude Archbishop Shnork Kaloustian 

visited the United States to raise funds for the Holy Cross 

Seminary in Istanbul. 

1966- During the second term of Archbishop Sion Manoogian's 
primacy, the total number of active clergy had reached 43. 
Many of these clergy either were ordained or were invited 

by him. Forty-three organized parishes had their own pas
tors. 

7967- The newly-elected Primate, Bishop Torkom Manoogian pre
sided over the inauguration of The Gullabi Gulbenkian Cul
tural Center and Haig - Alice Kavookjian Auditorium cere
monies on October 21. 

1967- In November the Primate Bishop Torkom Manoogian assigned 
Nov. a Regional Vicar for the Armenian Churches in Canada. 

1968- April 25th, His Holiness Catholicos Vazken I, arrived in the 
United States for the second time. The Cathedral in New 
York was consecrated by His Holiness on April 28th. 



THE VERY REVEREND 

ZA VEN ARZOUMANIAN 

PASTOR 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
North Philadelphia, Pa. 

HISTORY OF 

THE HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

Up to the year 1925there was one Armenian community in Philadelphia, 
under the blessings of the first consecrated church at Broad and Pike 
Streets, dedicated on September 30, 1917. After July 22, 1925 due to the 
increase of the Armenians in the area the community decided to have two 
different sections with respective parishes: West and North Philadelphia 
Armenian communities. 

On March 2nd, 1927 the Armenians of North Philadelphia purchased a 
church located at 16th and Oxford Streets, around which more than 200 
Armenian families were living. The church was consecrated in the name of 
St. Gregory the Illuminator by the Primate, Archbishop Tirair Der Hovhan
nesian with Mr. Frank Nahigian as Godfather. 

At the time of the sad days of the history of the Armenian Diocese of 
North America in 1934, communities divided themselves and after seven 
short years of reorganization the North Philadelphia community lost the 
church and was obliged to look for another one. During the period of 1934 
-1940 the community worshipped in different churches under the leader
ship of their pastor Rev. Arsen Torosian, Deacon Minas Maloumian and 
Miss Aghavney Paroonagian. 

In 1941, a church located on the s/w corner of Marsha II Street and 
Susquehanna Avenue was bought by the North Philadelphia community and 
was consecrated in the name of the Holy Trinity by the Primate Archbishop 
Karekin Hovsepian with Mr. Aram Attarian as Godfather. The period of 
over 20 years of reorganized work kept the entire community together until 
a sad day, December l, 1964, when an arsonist put the church building on 
fire and destroyed it completely. As conditions had changed and an in
creasing number of our congregation had moved to the north eastern sub
urbs, it was decided to purchase the 11 acres of ground in Cheltenham for 
the use of our future church location. Soon after the burning of the church 
the Building Committee, headed by Mr. Sooren Paretchanian, worked hard 
to build the new premises on that ground, a proiect which was achieved 
by the full cooperation of our parishioners and by the generous help of Mr. 
Harry Kuliian and his architectural firm. 

During the years 1965-1966 we temporarily held our church activities 
at the Home of the Odd Fellows Orphanage until the new church and 
auditorium were completed in July 1966. The church was consecrated in 
September 1966 by Primate Bishop Torkom Manoogian and Mr. Azad Attar
ian as Godfather. 

Today the North Philadelphia parish constitutes a healthy community 
of more than 400 members including those living in the southern areas of 

the State of New Jersey. 



DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY 1945 

Held in Holy Trinity Armenian Church of North Philadelphia on December 8, 1945 

Scenes from the Consecration of 

Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church in Cheltenham, Pa. 
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CLERGY OF THE EASTERN DIOCESE 

OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA 

CHURCH AND CENTER PROPERTY 
PURCHASED BY MONTREAL PARISH 

Through the efforts of the Suffragan Bishop of Canada, 
the Rt. Rev. Vatche Hovsepian, the Armenian community 
of Montreal completed arrangements for the purchase of a 
church. Announcement of the purchase was made by Bish
op Hovsepian on February 22, 1970 on the city's "Voice of 
Tekeyan" Armenian Radio Hour, which devoted its entire 
program to the news. 

Built in 1935 on Fermount Street on a property of 23, 
000 square feet, the church belonged to the United Church 
Community. It can accommodate 700 persons , and has two 
halls with capacities of 500 and 300 respectively, .as well as 
kitchen facilities to serve both areas. The larger hall can 
also be used as a gymnasium. 

The structure adjacent to the church is considered ideal 
for an Armenian day school, plans for which are under
way. Opening has been scheduled for this fall. 

The first Armenian service in the new church was held 
on Sunday, March 29 , to celebrate Easter. The Administra
tive office as well as that of the Suffragan Bishop will be 
established in the new center. 

Primate's Legate and Pastor 

St. Mary's Armenian Church 

Washington, D.C. 

RT. REV. BISHOP PAPKEN VARJABEDIAN 

Born in Aleppo, Syria in 1918. Entered the Armenian 
Seminary in Jerusalem in 1932 and graduated 1936. Was 
ordained on June 1, 1941 by Archbishop Yeghishe Garoy
an in Antelias, Lebanon. Arrived in the U.S. in September 
1946 to serve as pastor of St. Peter's Armenian Church in 
Troy, N.Y. Entered Berkeley Episcopal Divinity School and 
graduated in 1950 receiving the Diploma of Sacred Theolo
gy Baccalauriate. Served also in the Holy Trinity Parish in 
North Philadelphia and St. Peter's in Troy for the second 
time. 

Bishop Papken was elected Primate of the California 
Diocese in 1957 and was consecrated a bishop on Novem
ber 24 , 1957 by the Catholicos of All Armenians in Holy 
Etchmiadzin. In 1963 he was invited to assume the pastor
ate of St. Sahag-Mesrob parish in West Philadelphia and 
later in 1968 assumed the offices of St. Mary's Church and 
the Primate's Legate in Washington, D.C. 



Executive Secretary 
Cathedral and Cultural Center 
New York City 

Rev. Fr. Levon Arakelian 

Born in Baghdad, Iraq in 1918. 
Entered the Armenian Seminary 
in Jerusalem in 1931 and upon 
graduation was ordained a dea
con. Arrived in U. S. May, 1949 

and was admitted to the school of Theology at Temple University 
graduating in 1953 with B.A. and S.T.B. degrees. 

Father Arakelian w a s ordained a priest b y Archbishop Tiran 
Nersoyan on .September 10, 1950 and was appointed pastor of St. 
Sahag-Mesrob Church in West Philadelphia (1950-1962). Served in 
the Miami parish for a few years and then appointed as the Execu
tive Secretary of the Cathedral and Cultural Center in New York. 
Has been a member of the Diocesan Council for several years and 
was a delegate in 1962 at the National Ecclesiastical Council in 
Etchmiadzin. T h e Catholicos of A 11 Armenians granted Father 
Levon the honor to wear a pectoral cross in appreciation for his 
services to the Cathedral. 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
Cheltenham, Pa. 
(North Philadelphia) 

Very Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian 

Born in Cairo, Egypt. Entered 
the Theological Seminary of An
telias, Lebanon in 1949, graduat
ed 1954 and was ordained a 
priest the same year. Assumed 

the pastorate of the Armenian community in Addis Ababa, Ethio
pia for two years (1957-1959) and then was admitted to the New 
College, University of London, England, where he studied theol
ogy from 1959 to 1962. 

Father Arzoumanian came to the U.S. in 1962 and was assigned 
to the Holy Trinity Armenian parish in North Philadelphia since 
February 1963. Graduated from Temple University in 1967 with 
a Master's degree and presently is completing courses for his doc
torate at the same University. Father Zaven was given the permis
sion to wear a pectoral cross by the Catholicos of All Armenians 
in 1958. He was delegated to Etchmiadzin twice, from Ethiopia in 
1958 and from the U.S. in 1969. 

St. George's Armenian Church 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Rev. Fr. Khosrof Assadourian 

Born in Erzroum, Turkey in 1908 
Entered the Armenian . Semi
nary in Jerusalem a n d studied 
there from 1923 to 1927. Was or
dained a priest in Jerusalem on 
November 18, 1 9 58 and was 

called to serve in the Armenian Church of Marseilles, France for 
seven years. Father Khosrof came to the U.S. on .September 21, 
1966 and was appointed pastor of St. George's Armenian Church 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
Lawrence, Mass. 

Rev. Fr. Vartan Avakian 

Born in Bitlis, Turkey in 1908. 
Orphaned after World War I. En
tered the Armenian Seminary in 
Jerusalem and studied from 
1924 to 1926. Has worked in the 
Printing House o f t h e Patriar

chate in Jerusalem from 1926 to 1951. 

Fr. Avakian was ordained a priest on October 21, 1951 in Nico
sia, Cyprus by Archbishop Ghevont Chebeyan and was assigned 
pastor of the Larnaca Armenian Church, in Cyprus for t h e years 
1951 through 1957. 

Came to the U.S. in February 1957 and was appointed pastor to 
the Armenian Church in Lawrence, Mass. w h e r e he is presently 
serving. 



St. John's Armenian Church 
Detroit, lVIichigan 

Very Rev. Paren Avedikian 

Father P a r e n Avedikian was 
born in the year 1938 in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 

He r e c e i v e d his theological 
training first at the Seminary of 
the Armenian Catholicate of Cili

cia in Antelias, Lebanon, and next at the Seminary of the Armen
ian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. In 1960 he was ordained a celibate 
priest in Jerusalem, Jordan. 

In 1963 Father Paren came to the United States. Since 1964 he 
h2s served as pastor of the Armenian churches of Syracuse a n d 
Binghamton, New York and Washington, D.C. Since November 19 
69 he has been serving as the Assistant Pastor of St. John's Ar
menian Church of Greater Detroit. 

St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
Niagara Falls, New York 

Rev. Fr. Nerses Saboorian 

Born in Julfa, Iran in 1913. 
Was admitted to the Armenian 
Seminary in Jerusalem in 1932 
and graduated in 1935. Came to 
the U.S. in 1960 and was or
dained a p r i e s t by Archbishop 

Sion Manoogian on October 13, 1960 in Philadelphia. Among sev
eral parishes Father Baboorian h a s served as pastor in t h e St. 
John the Divine Armenian Church, Springfield, Mass. Presently is 
with the St. Sarkis parish of Niagara Falls, New York. 

St. James Armenian Church 
Richmond, Virginia 

Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian 

Born 1932 in South Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Attended University 
of Wisconsin and learned music. 
Arrangement was made for Fath
er Arsen to go to Antelias, Leba
non (1953-1955) and later to the 

Armenian Seminary in Jerusalem (1955-1 956) to be trained for the 
priesthood. Upon his return to the U.S. he attended Kendall Col
lege, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary and Garrett Biblical 
Seminary in Illinois. 

On i\'farch 13, 1960 deacon Barsamian was ordained a priest by 
Archbishop Sion Manoogian in Racine, Wisconsin. He served the 
newly built St. George Armenian Church in Waukegan from 1960-
1964. February 4. 1964 he was assigned to the Armenian Church 
in South Milwaukee and then transferred to the St. James' parish 
in Richmond, Virginia, since March 1967. 

St. James Armenian Church 
Watertown, Massachusetts 

Rev. Fr. Dajad Davidian 

Father Davidian w a s born in 
Worcester, Mass., Sept. 14, 1934. 
Attended public schools in Wor
cester and later on the Armenian 
Theological Seminary, Antelias, 
Lebanon 1952-1955. Upon return 

to the U.S. he attended General Theological Seminary, New York, 
N.Y. 1955-1959 and received the degree of Bachelor of Sacred 
Theology in 1955. As layman was act i v e in Sunday School and 
ACYOA Chairman. 

Ordained a deacon in 1957 by Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan and 
was assigned as Assistant, New York, Holy Cross 1957-1958 and 
Deacon-in-charge, Tenafly, (N.J.), St. Thomas 1958-1960. Was 
ordained a priest in July 17, 1960 by Archbishop Sion Manoogian 
in Worcester as pastor for Tenafly (N.J.) St. Thomas Church (1960-
1962) and as Executive Secretarv. ACYOA 1960-1962. Then became 
the pastor of Racine (Wise.), St..Mesrob Church 1962-1969, also in
structor a t St. Nersess Armenian Theological School (Evanston, 
Ill.) 1962-1965. 

Father Davidian is pastor, Watertown (Mass.), St. James Church 
since Seot. 21, 1969. Elected to Diocesan Council in 1967, re-elect
ed in 1969. 



Holy Resurrection 
Armenian Church 
New Britain, Conn. 

Rev. Fr. Vartan Der Assadourian 

Born i n Deort-yol, Turkey in 
1910. From 1926 to 1930 has 
worked for the British and For
eign Bible Society i n Jerusalem 
and then entered t h e Armenian 

Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon for two years. Returned to Antelias 
in 1949 and upon graduation was ordained a priest on June 24, 
1951. His first parish was with St. George's Armenian Church in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia where he also served as the principal of the 
Armenian school. 

Father Vartan came to the U.S. on November 17, 1954 and was 
first assigned pastor of St. Leon's Church in Paterson, N. J. He 
subsequently served in the parishes of Troy, W. Philadelphia, and 
Haverhill. Presently he is the pastor of Holy Resurrection Church 
in New Britain, Connecticut. 

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Rev. Fr. Haig Donikian 

Born in Bandirma, Turkey, 
lived in Greece and received his 
education at the American Coll
ege in Salonica. Later he entered 
t h e Melkonian Institute in Cyp

rus and in 1938 returned to Greece. Lived in Vienna, Austria from 
1942 to 1957 and served as a deacon in the Armenian Church. En
tered the State University of Vienna in 1955 for theological 
studies, and later in 1957 came to the U.S. and was ordained a 
priest the same year by the late Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan. 
Father Donikian has served the Holy Cross parish in New York for 
one year and since 1958 he has been assigned as the pastor of St. 
Sahag a n d St. Mesrob Armenian Church in Providence, R .I. He 
has been given permission to wear a pectoral cross in 1963 by the 
Catholicos of All Armenians. 

St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Armenian Church 
New York, New York 

Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian 

Born in 1925 in Aleppo, Syria. 
Entered the Armenian Seminary 
in Jerusalem 1938 and graduated 
1944. He furthered his education 
in Antelias, Lebanon for two 

years (1945-47). Came to the U.S. in 1947 and studied at the Epis
copal Theological Seminary in Cambridge, Mass. a n d graduated 
with S .T .B. degree in 1950. 

Father Gdanian was ordained a priest on December 19, 1948 by 
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and was assigned to the Lowell, Mass. 
parish until 1957 when he assumed the pastorate of St. Gregory's 
in New York City. Father Garen was given the permission to wear 
a pectoral cross in 1964 by the Catholicos of All Armenians. 

St. Vartan Cathedral 
New York, N.Y. 
Grand Sacristan, 

Very Rev. lssahag Ghazarian 

Born in 1918 in Grasnodar. 
Passed his childhood in Russia, 
Persia & Lebanon, then in 1932 
entered the Armenian Semi
nary in Jerusalem and was or
dained a priest in 1940 by Patri

arch Mesrob Nishanian. Father Issahag was appointed a teacher to 
instruct at the Armenian Seminary in Antelias from 1943-1945. 

Came to the U.S. in 1946 and served as a pastor in different par
ishes. In 1955 visited Holy Etchmiadzin when the present Catholi
cos was elected and consecrated. The following year Father Ghaz
arian was appointed a NUNCIO by the Catholicos to the Diocese of 
Greece. Later served in the parish of Milano, Italy and in 1963 in 
the parish of Miami, Florida. 

Father Issahag is presently editing the Armenian Monthly of the 
New York Diocese and is the grand sacristan of St. Vartan Cath
edral. 



St. Sahag and St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 

Very Rev. Yeghishe Gizirian 

Born in Damascus Syria. En
tered the Theological Seminary 
of Antelias in 1940 and upon gra
duation was ordained a priest in 
1947. Arrived in the U.S. on Oct
ober 16, 1951 and served as pas

tor in different parishes: Holy Cross, N. Y.; St. John, Miami; St. 
Mary's, Newark; Church of our Saviour, Worcester; and St. John's 
Detroit. Presently he is the pastor of West Philadelphia Armenian 
Church. 

In 1963 Fr. Gizirian was appointed Vicar General of the Eastern 
Diocese for two years term. Also edited the monthly publication 
of the Diocese and served as a member· of the Diocesan Council 
from 1963-1967. In 1960 the Catholicos of All Armenians confer
red upon Fr. Gizirian the honor of wearing a pectoral cross while 
visiting the United States. 

Armenian Church of Our Saviour 
Worcester, Mass. 

Very Rev. Muron Gurjikian 

Father Gurjikian was born in 
1912 in Istanbul. He graduated 
from the Jerusalem Theological 
School in 1934 and was ordained 
a celibate priest by Patriarch 
Torkom Koushagian. 

He has served as a member of the teaching staff of both the Ar
menian Seminary and Theological School in Jerusalem. He was e
lected a member of the executive council of the Jerusalem Patri
archate and received the Pectoral Cross in 1940 from Patriarch 
Mesrob Nishanian. 

He came to the United States in 1954 and served as pastor of 
Armenian churches in Bridgeport, New Britain and Hartford, 
Conn. He was appointed vicar general of theDiocese of the Armen
ian Church of America in 1958. He held that position until his ap
pointment as pastor in Worcester, 1963. 

Visiting Clergyman 

Rev. Fr. Krikor Hairabedian 

St. Hovagim and Anna Armenian 
Church, West Pullman, Ill. 
St. John Armenian Church, 
West Allis, Wisconsin 

Born in Beirut, Lebanon. En
tered the Armenian Theological 
Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon 

and upon graduation ordained a priest on June 28, 1953. Father 
Krikor served as parish priest in Beirut for six years and came to 
the U.S. in 1960. Was assigned to the Holy Resurrection parish in 
S. Milwaukee and presently is engaged with the missionary work 
"Renewal in Christ" and with the monthly publication for the 
same. He is graduating with a B.A. degree in Elementary Educa
tion from the Dominican College, Racine, Wisconsin. 

Father Hairabedian is the visiting pastor of the two Armenian 
Churches in the mid-west. 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
Union City, New Jersey 

Rev. Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian 

Was born in August 12, 1939 
in Aleppo, Syria. Attended Ante
lias and Jerusalem Seminaries. 
Was ordained into priesthood in 
1960. Since then he has served 
as vicar in Amman, Jordan as 

teacher in Sts. Tarkmanchatz and Guiligian Secondary Schools, 
and as pastor of St. George Armenian Church of Waukegan, Illi
nois (1965-1968) at the same time attending Liberal Arts College 
there. Presently, he is the pastor of Holy Cross Armenian .Church 
of Union City, New Jersey since April1968. 



St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Armenian Church 
Chicago, Illinois 

Rev. Fr. Sarkis Kashikjian 

Born in Aleppo, Syria in 1923. 
Has been teacher in Vartanian 
and Giligian Armenian schools in 
Aleppo until 1954. Entered the 
Armenian Theological Seminary 

of Antelias in 1954 and upon graduation was ordained a priest in 
1956 in Beirut, Lebanon by the then Primate Bishop Khciren Par
oyan. Father Kashikjian arrived in the U.S. on December 10, 1957 
and was apoointed as pastor for the Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
in North Philadelphia, Pa., where he served until 1963. Sub
sequently served in the Bridgenort, Connecticut parish for three 
years and later transferred to Chicago, Illinois to assume the pas
torate of St. Gregory the Illuminator parish. 

Recently Fr. Sarkis was awarded the permission to wear a pec
toral cross by the Catholicos of All Armenians. 

St. Thomas Armenian Church 
Tenafly, New Jersey 

Rev. Fr. Arnak Kasparian 

Born in Marash, Turkey in 1922. 
Entered the Seminary of the 
Armenian Patriarchate, Jerusa
lem in 1936 and upon graduation 
went to Aleppo as a deacon in 
1944. Came to the U.S. on Jan. 

29, 1947 and was ordained a priest in 1948 by Archbishop Tiran 
Nersoyan to serve in the New Britain ar..d Hartford parishes. 

In 1949 Fr. Kasparian earned his S.T.B. degree from the Gener
al Theological Seminary and later in 1951 his Master's degree in 
Religious Education from the Hartford Theological Seminary. He 
was then assigned to be the pastor of St. John's Armenian Church 
in Detroit, Michigan for 11 years. In 1962 he was transferred to St. 
Thomas Church in Tenafly, N.J. and served as the Chairman of the 
Diocesan Council. Father Arsak was given the permission to wear 
a pectoral cross by the Catholicos of All Armenians in recognition 
of his many services. 

Holy Resurrection 
Armenian Church 
South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Very Rev. Vazken Keshishian 

Born in Beirut, Lebanon. Stu
died in the Armenian Theologi
cal Seminary, Antelias, Lebanon 
(1949 - 1954). Was ordained a 
priest by the late Archbishop 

Mampre Sirounian in 'Cairo, Egypt and was assigned for the Ar
menian parish in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 1960. Later served in 
the parishes of Marseilles, France and Argentina. Came to the U.S. 
in 1968 and assigned to the pastorate of South Milwaukee, Wis
consin. 

St. Gregory of Narek 
Armenian Church 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Very Rev. Arshag Khatchadourian 

V. Rev. Arshag Khatchadour
ian was born in 1938, Beirut, Le
banon. Entered the St. James Ar
menian Seminary in Jerusalem 
1953. Jarankavor Simon was or

dained a deacon in 1956. Deacon Simon received ordination in Ce
libate Priesthood in 1960. A member of the St. James Brotherhood, 
served in the St. James Monastery from 1960 to 1966. His responsi
bilities in the Patriarchate; Choir master of the monastery and the 
local Armenian secondary school; in charge of the brotherhood's 
daily food; teaching Armenian history and religion. In addition the 
pastorship of the Armenian community of Jerusalem and vicini
ties; the Superior of the Archangel's church and of the Armenian 
Nuns residing in the same place. 

Came U.S.A. February 26, 1966 and was appointed pastor of the 
St. George Armenian church of Hartford, Conn. Since 1967 Jan
uary 16 Fr. Arshag is the pastor of St. Gregory of Narek church of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Rev. Fr. Papken Maksoudian 

Born in Adana, Cilicia in 1909. 
Studied in the Armenian Semin
ary in Ante lias. W ork<'d in the 
field of Sunday Schools as super
intendent for ten years in Beirut 
and as executive-secretary of the 

same in Lebanon for two years. Edited "Zartonk" Armenian daily 
for two years in Beirut. Was ordained to the priesthood on Decem
ber 4, 1949 in Antelias. Became pastor of St. Mary's Church in 
Bourj--Hamoud (Beirut) for two years. 

Came to the United States on December 24, 1951. Since January 
1, 1952 he has been the pastor of the Holy Trinity Armcniai1 
Church of Greater Boston. Through his efforts and leadership the 
parish built a magnificent church with adjoining halls and Sunday 
School. 

His Holiness, Vasken I, Cztholicos of All Armenians, bestowed 
upon him the Pectoral Cross on April1961 and elevated him to the 
rank of Archpriest by his Gontag of September 19, 1961. He has 
been a member of the Diocesan Council for eight years. 

Armenian Church of the 
Holy Martyrs 
Bayside, New York 

Rev. Fr. Vartan Megherian 

A graduate of the Theological 
Seminary of the Armenian Patri
archate of Jerusalem. He taught 
in Armenian Schools of Aleppo, 
Syria for two years. He came to 

U.S. in 1947, studied at Seabury-Western Episcopal Seminary and 
Northwestern University, from which he graduated in 1952 with a 
Master of Arts degree. Father Megherian was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1948 by Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan. Served as pas
tor of St. James Armenian Church of Evanston, Illinois until 1955, 
and serving as pastor of the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs 
from 1956 to the present. Also served as Vicar-General of the Dio
cese from 1955 to 1958, and as a member of the General Board of 
the National Council of Churches from 1959 to 1965; he was elect
ed a member of the Diocesan Council and served from 1961 to 
1965. 

Father Megherian was granted the right to wear a pectoral cross 
by the grace of His Holiness Vasken I, in November 1957. 

St. John's Armenian Church 
Detroit, Michigan 

Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian 

Born in Istanbul, Turkey in 1920 
Has been teacher for several 
years and then studied at the Ar
menian Theological Seminary at 
Antelias, Lebanon from 1949 to 
1950. Came to the U.S. in 1951 

and was admitted to the Philadelphia Divinity School and later to 
the Episcopal Theological Seminary in CJmbridge, Mass. graduat
ing in 1955 with the B.D. degree. Father Papazian received his 
Masters degree from Harvard University in 1956. 

Father Diran was ordained a priest in 1958 in Detroit, Mich. by 
the late Archbishop Mampre Calfayan and was assigned to the De
troit parish. Later he was given the permission to wear a pectoral 
cross by the Catholicos of All Armenians in 1966. 

Very Rev. 
Mesrob Vahan Semerjian 

Born in Aleppo, Syria and 
raised from the age of four in 
Lowell, Massachusetts. Father 
Mesrob V. Semerjian was the 
first American-Armenian youth 

··· "' to go to Jerusalem to study for 
the priesthood of the Armenian Church. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1940 in New York City by Archbishop Karekin Hov
sepian (later Catholicos of Cilicia) and also received from him the 
rank of Vartabed in 1942. Years later he was elevated to the rank 
and degree of Dzayrakooyn Vartabed (plenary doetor) by Arch
bishop Tiran Nersoyan. 

Father Mesrob is known to our diocese having served many par
ishes either as pastor or as visiting priest to churches without pas
tors. He is well known as an understanding and svmpathetic coun
selor for religious and personal problems. He was commissioned 
by His Holiness Catholicos Vazken to make a thorough study of the 
subject of celibacy for the use of the Bishops' Synod of last fall. He 
has also two books presently beinr- prepared for publication, name
ly a comprehensive Handbook of the Divine Liturgy and a Compil
ation of his "Question Corner" articles which have appeared in 
"The Armenian Guardian." 

Hvre Soorp presently resides in Hartford, Connecticut and is a 
visiting priest. 



Holy Trinity J\rnwnian Church 
Toronto, OnLat·io, Canada 

Very Rev. Jirayr Tashjian 

Born in Beirut., LC'hanon in 1936. 
Entered the 'l'lwological Sem
inary at J\nl.(•lias in I !Hi2, nne! lat
er in 1954 tlw Sl•min;try or the St. 
James' Patriarl'hal<• in .. Jerusalem. 
Upon graduation was OI'(IHined a 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
New York, New York 

Rev. Fr. Mamigon Vosganian 

Born in Istanbul, Turkey and 
served in his church as a choir 
leader for many years. Ordained 
a priest by the late Patriarch 
Karekin of Turkey and in 1963 
came to the U.S. and assumed 

priest on February 7, 1960 by Archbishop Soor<'tl 1\l'mlwjian, and 
was appointed rector of the Holy Sepulchre in .l<·ru:·ml<·nt. 

the pastorate of Holy Cross Armenian Church in New York City. 

Father Tashjian arrived in Toronto, Canada willl IIH• approval 
of the Primate Archbishop Sion in 1961 and si tH'<' IIH'll is s<•rving 
as the pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian Churl'h i 11 Toronl o. Ill• re
ceived the rank of "Vartabed" by Archbishop 'l'orkon1 , I hl' Prim
ate in December 1967. 

· ' ' " .. . 

' 

St. John The Divine Church 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Rev. Fr. Nersess Jebejian 

Born in Aleppo, Syria, Gradu
ated Aleppo College and arrived 
in the U.S. to seek seminary edu
l'ation for Armenian priesthood. 
l lpon graduation from the Epis-
<·opal Theological Seminary in 

Cambriclgl' , Mass. wil II an S.'I' .B. dl•gree, Deacon Jebejian was as
signed for llll ' J\t·nu•niall <'Ollllllllllily in Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
became insll'llllll'lllnl for IIH•I>uilding of the new church which 
was later <il'dil' :d<•d lo llu· llilllH' of St. Gregory of Narek. Deacon 
Nerscss S(ll'lll hi s v:duahl<• I illH' of rive years for organizing the 
Cleveland pari sh . 

Aftcrsl'l'vitll~ as llw yottllt dil'<•dor in the large parish of .St. 
John's in ))l'lroi I, M kltiga11 I' or 111 l'l'l' years, Deacon N ersess was 
ordained a pri<•sl lly hi s 1111!'1<• J\rl'ltllishop Tiran Nersoyan in Octo
ber, 196B and wn s nppoiJll<"d h.v llH• Primate as pastor to St. John's 
Armenian Cllttrl'll ill Springl'i<•ld, Mass . 



CLERGY AND DELEGATES OF THE EASTERN DIOCESE 

MONTREAL, CANADA 
The Armenian Apostolic Church 

Rev. Guregh Yetenegian 
Dr. Arshavir Geundjian 
Mr. Nubar Sookiasian 
Mr. Antranig Chadurjian 

ST. CATHARINES, CANADA 
St. Gregory The Enlightener 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Nerses Baboorian (Visiting) 
Mr. Arthur Kuderian 

TORONTO, CANADA 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Jirayr Tashjian 
Mr. Arto Cavoukian 
Mr. Gerard Pederian 
Mr. Haig Selian 

BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 
Holy Ascension Armenian Church 

Rev. Guregh Kalfayan 
Dr. Hagop Etmekjian 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
St. George Armenian Church 

Rev. Khosrof Assadourian 
Mr. Girard 0. Kevorkian 

NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 
Holy Resurrection Armenian Church 

Rev. Vartan Der Assadourian 
Mr. Hurach Azarigian 
Mr. Gregory Abrahamian 

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
St. Mary's Armenian Church 

Bishop Papken Varjabedian 
Mr. Caspar Kasparian 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 
St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Mampre Biberian 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Sarkis Kashikjian 
Mr. Haig Pedian 
Mr. Kazar Kazarian 

EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 
Holy Shoghagat Armenian Church 

Mr. S. Kaprelian 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 
S::. Jam.e s Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Varoujan Kabaradjian 
Mr. Oscar Isberian 
Mr. Walter Vartan 

WEST PULLMAN, ILLINOIS 

Sts. Hovagim & Anna 
Armenian Church 

Mr. Kachig Bogosian 

WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS 

S~. George Armenian Church 
Very Rev. Vasken Tatoyan 
Mr. Mesrob Marsoobian 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

Rev. Papken Maksoudian 
Mr. John Davagian 
Mr. Charles B. Garabedian 
Mr. Nubar Hintlian 
Mr . Haig Jamochian 
Mr. Archie Kolligian 

HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS 
St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Arrnenian Church 

Rev. Michael Buttero 
Mr. Avedis Derderian 
Mr. Manoog Der Boghosian 

LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 
Holy Cross Armenian Church 

Rev. Vartan Avakian 
Mr. Jack Kachanian 
Mr. Sahag Sahagian 

LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 

St. Vartanantz Armenian Church 
Very Rev. Ghevont Samourian 
Mr. Richard Jeknavorian 
Mr. Peter Onanian 

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 
St. John The Divine 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Nersess Jebejian 
Mr. Taros Omartian 

WATERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 
St. James Armenian Church 

Rev. Dajad Davidian 
Mr. Dickran H. Boyajian 
Mr. Crosby M. Goshgarian 
Mr. Matthew Matteosian 
Mr. Haig H. Toumayan 
Mr. Harvey Yazijian 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 
Church of Our Saviour 
Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Muron Gurjikian 
Mr. Harry G. Sogigian 
Mr. Harold Gregory 
Mr. George K. Shamgochian 
Mr. Simon Zakarian 
Mr. Gilbert Markarian 

GREATER DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
St. John's Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Paren Avedikian 
Rev. Diran Papazian 
Mr. Martin P. Apkarian 
Mr. Edward B. Korkoian 

Deacon Ara Haig 
Mr. Edward Mardigian 
Deacon Daniel Shahan 



ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY 

St. Mary's Armenian Church 
Deacon Levon Hekimian 

FAIR LAWN, NEW JERSEY 
St. Leon's Armenian Church 

Rev. Carnig Hallajian 
Mr. Anthony Tungrian 
Mr. Alfred A. Voskian 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
St. Mary's Armenian Church 

Rev. Mampre Kouzouian 
Mr. Onnig Bedrossian 
Mr. Ara Nersesian 

TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY 
Sc. Thomas Armenian Church 

Rev. Arnak Kasparian 
Mr. Victor Arzoomanian 
Mr. Edward Bashian 
Mr. Vahan Najarian 
Mr. Nazar Nazarian 
Mr. Richard Turnamian 

UNION CITY, NEW JERSEY 
Holy Cross Armenian Church 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian 
Mr. Philip Arpiarian 
Mr. Deran Chopoorian 
Mr. Nubar Dorian 
Mr. Richard Hachadoorian 
Mr. Lud Shahbazian 

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 
St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Armenian Church 

Mr. Arsham Krajian 

NEW YORK (Upper Manhattan), N.Y. 

Holy Cross Armenian Church 
Rev. Mamigon Vosganian 
Mr. Setrag Ardouny 
Mr. John Tembeck 
Mr. Harry Tatosian 
Mr. James Haroutunian 
Mr. Shah Arslan 

NEW YORK (Lower Manhattan), N.Y. 
St. Gregory The Illuminator 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Garen Gdanian 
Mr. Edward Balbalian 
Mr. James Yacoubian 
Mr. Thomas Bardakian 
Mr. Armenag Vartian 
Mr. Frank Zotian 

NEW YORK, QUEENS, NEW YORK 
Armenian Church of the 
Holy Martyrs 

Rev. Vartan Megherian 
Mr. Ralph Anoushian 
Mr. George G. Bashian 
Mr. Edward Chapian 
Mr. Joseph Chorbajian 
Mr. Zareh Kapik.ian 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 

Rev. Nerses Baboorian 
Mr. Shahen Bedrosian 

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
St. Paul Armenian Church 

Mr. Karekin Gozikian 

TROY, NEW YORK 
St. Peter's Armenian Church 

Dr. Vasken Parsegian 
Mr. Raffi Vartigian 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 
St. Gregory of Narek 
Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Arshag Khatchadourian 
Mr. Nubar Abdalian 
Mr. Ralph Chakerian 

CHELTENHAM, PA. (North Philadelphia) 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian 
Deacon Minas Maloumian 
Mr. Avedis Boornazian 
Mr. Berj Yeretzian 
Mr. Jack C. Goushian 

WYNNEWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA 
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Yeghishe Gizirian 
Mr. Avedis Alabilik.ian 
Mr. Girard G. Esayian 
Mr. Joseph Hoplamazian 
Mr. Paul Zartarian 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church 

Rev. Haik Donikian 
Mr. Larry Egavian 
Mr. Arthur Hanoian 
Mr. Andre Martie sian 
Mr. John K. Najarian 
Mr. Raffie Najarian 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
St. James Armenian Church 

Rev. Arsen Barsamian 
Dr. George Vranian 
Mr. Charles Dedeian 

RACINE, WISCONSIN 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 

Mr. Mikael Garoukian 
Mrs. Rose Akgulian 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
Holy Re sur re ction 
Armenian Church 

Very Rev. Vazken Keshishian 
Mr. Sarkis Tchejeyan 
Mr. Harold Baylerian 

WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN 

St. John's Armenian Church 
Miss Anoush Kelegian 

OTHER PARISHES 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
VANCOUVER, B. C., CANADA 
WESTCHESTER, N.Y. 

DIOCESAN DELEGATE EMERITUS 
Mr. Haik Kavookjian 



68TH DIOCESAN 
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE MAY, 1970 

Mr. Sooren Paretchanian , Chairman, Very Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian, Mrs. Siranoush Bahadurian 

Mr. Harry Mirijanian, Mrs. Pauline Hanamirian, Mr. Arsen Kashkashian. Miss Bette Messerlian, Mr. 
Martin Gutchigian 

Missing: Mr. John Hoplamazian, Mr. Arsen Hanamirian 

DIOCESAN DELEGATES 

Deacon Minas Maloumian, Mr. Ohannes Bebirian, Mr. Sarkis Manoogian, 
Very Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian, Mr. Avedis Boornazian, Mr. Berj Yeretzian 
Missing: Mr. Jack C. Goushian 

rE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mr. Sarkis Manoogian, Very Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian, Mr. Ara Paroonagian 

Mr. Andre Jevardian, Mr. Avedis Boornazian, Mr. Harry Mirijaniari, Mr. Karn ig 
Thomassian, Mr. Charles Antaramian, Mr. Michael Chakmakian, Mr. John Mirakian 

Missing: Mr. Ohannes Bebirian, Miss Berjouhi Haigazian and Mr. Philip Der Pilbosian 



MR. & MRS. ALEX ALEXANIAN 

MR. & MRS. MAMAS ALEXANIAN 

MR. & MRS. HARRY ANDONIAN 

MR. & MRS. CHARLES ANTARAMIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN ARSLANIAN 

MR. & MRS. AZAD ATTARIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN ATTARIAN 

MR. & MRS. MASON AVRIGIAN 

MR. & MRS. ARAM AY JIAN 

MR. & MRS. NAZARETH BAKER 

MR. & MRS. SARKIS BALDADIAN 

MR. & MRS. JACK BASMAJIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN B. BEBIRIAN 

MISSES ACABE & ROXIE BOORNAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. ARAM BOORNAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. A VEDIS BOORNAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. MICHAEL CHAKMAKIAN 

MISS ANAHID & MR. GEORGE CHALIKIAN 

MR. & MRS. ROBERT DAMERJIAN 

MR. & MRS. PHILIP DER PHILBOSIAN 

MR. RONNIE GOOSHIAN 

MR. JACK C. GOUSHIAN 

PATRONS 

MR. MARTIN GUTCHIGIAN 

MISS BERJOOHY HAIGAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. JACK HAJINIAN 

MR. & MRS. ARSEN HANAMIRIAN 

MR. & MRS. ROBERT HANAMIRIAN 

MR. & MRS. HARRY HOPLAMAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN HOPLAMAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOSEPH HOPLAMAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. VARTAN JAVIAN 

MR. & MRS. ANTRANIK JEVARDIAN 

MRS. ARSHAGOOHI KAHRIMANIAN 

MR. & MRS. CLARENCE KALENIAN 

MR. & MRS. ALBERT KAPEGHIAN 

MR. & MRS. GEORGE KAPEGHIAN 

MR. & MRS. ARSEN KASHKASHIAN 

MR. & MRS. CLEMENT KASHKASHIAN 

MR. & MRS. KEGHAM KASHKASHIAN 

MR. & MRS. YEZNIG KAZIGIAN 

MR. & MRS. GARABED KESHGEGIAN 

MR. & MRS. MARTIN KOUYOUMJIAN 

MR. & MRS. MINAS MALOUMIAN 

MR. & MRS. NOUBAR MANGASARIAN 

MR. & MRS. SARKIS MANOOGIAN 

MR. & MRS. GEORGE MERANSHIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN MIRAKIAN 

MR. & MRS. HARRY MIRIJANIAN 

MR. & MRS. PAUL OKOORIAN 

DR. & MRS. OHANES B. OSKANIAN 

MR. & MRS. GARY PAPAZIAN 

MR. & MRS. SOOREN PARETCHANIAN 

MR. & MRS. EDWARD PARNAGIAN 

MR. & MRS. MARTIN PARNAGIAN 

MR. & MRS. ARA P AROONAGIAN 

MR. & MRS. JOHN REED 

MR. & MRS. BEDROS SEMERJIAN 

MR. & MRS. GEORGE STEPANIAN 

MR. & MRS. KARNIG THOMASSIAN 

MR. & MRS. ANTRANIG VARTANIAN 

MR. & MRS. HAIG VARTANIAN 

MR. & MRS. JACK VISHAB 

MR. & MRS. MOUSHEGH VISHABAZOON 

MR. & MRS. BERJ YERETZIAN 

MR. WILLIAM ZOOLALIAN 

MR. & MRS. ROBERT ZOORIGIAN 




