
March 4, 1981 

The Very Reverend Father Arshen Aivazian 
Pastor. Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
101 Ashmead Road 
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012 

Dear Father Arshen: 

With reference to your request dated February 9, 1981 enclosed 

please find testimonial letters for Mrs. Mary Mirakian and Miss Ber

jouh1 Haygazian for their devotion and long service to the Sunday, 

School of the Cheltenham parish. 

Enclosures 

Yours respectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 
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"61) therefore and ate dtsc:1ples of all nat1ou •. baptizing ••n tn the ftlllle of the father and of the Soli and of the 
Holy Spirit, teac:hfng theM to observe all that I have com
manded you; and 1 o. I 111 w1 th you always. to the close 
of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Mrs. Mary Mtraktan has taught Armenian sunday school children at our Church 
of the Holy Trinity for twenty-five years. Many of those children now have children 
o.f their own. and as the pattern of the generations flowers tn the sunlight of tilDe. 
the words of the Gospel·of Our Lord that she implanted fn thetr souls becOIII the wave 
of a generation's _.11ty; the At-.nian syllables that thefr muths fo.-d at her 
gentle insistence bee~ the word of life of a nation arisen froa death. 

To teach is to sel'ft lo4 ..-d to serve life. The Word of God is the pulse in the 
vetns of Christian Anania, aacl the script of St. Mesrob is the secret weapon of our 
eternity wielded by our bravest heroe.s: our teachers. 

"-Y God bless Mary Mtrak1an with the unceasing richness of His grace and love; 
may He grant her peace, joy, good health and the guidance of His Holy Spirit for all 
eternity. · · 

March 1981 

.Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed 1n Him, "If you 
continue in ~ word, you are truly ~ disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the tnth will make you free." 
(John 8:31 .. 32). 

For twenty-five years - an entire generation - Miss Berjouhi Haigazian has served 
our nation faithfully and with distinction as a teacher in the sunday school of the 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church. The first words of the Bible translated into Armenian b 
by St. Mesrob Mashtotz were not from the Book of Genesis, which descrfl:tes the beginning, 
nor yet from the Gospel, which proclaiiiS our salvation; they come rather from the Book 
of Proverbs: 

Janachel zimasdutiunen yev uzkherad 
To perceive wfsdom and good counsel 

for it is through learning, through the opening of the mind, that liall :&ails to see how 
he came into the world and what God intends h1m to do here. Teaching 1s the most 
sacred trust; education is the most extraordinary adventure, and the teacher is like 
a trailblazer for young souls. 

As long as the Annenian nation holds its teachers in high esteem and recognizes 
the excellence of their work, both fn passing on the treasures of our culture and in 
imparting the great truths of the Christian Way to young minds, then our path shall be 
ever bright and immortal.· May God bless abundantly Berjouhi Haigazian with tbe gifts 
of His Holy Spirit, and grant her good health. long life and peace. 

March 1981 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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