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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

A MESSACl::: FROM TilE PRIMATE 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate my brother in Christ, the 
Vny Revert•nd Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian, on the occaf;ion of the 20th anni
H'rsary of his ordination into the holy priesthood of the Armenian Church. 

The vocation of tlw priesthood was estdblished by Jesus Christ Himself, 
\\'hen He laid His hands upon II is apostles, and sent tlwm forth to t•vangelize 

nd minister to all mankind. Cuided by the lloly Spirit, thl' original apostles 
Pcted and ordained others to carry on this work, and this apostolic succes-
t has been pn•servt•d and handed down, from one gt'Ill'ration to the next, 

!!trough tht- holy tradition of tht• Church. Tlw priesthood is an unbroken 
cho~in which links all of us back to Christ. 

Twenty years agn, Fr. llaigazoun took on tht• duties of Christ's priesl
hPtld. He l1.1s carried tlw pastoral ;,t,tff with grace ,md dignity, <tnd h,ts lwconw 
ht•luved in tht• hearts of his parishioners ,Js a man of ;,piritual integrity, deep 
le,nning, Jnd a gt•ntlt> sen~c of humor. lie has ,1 ::,peci,tl insight into tlw JOYS 
;md sorrows of the human condition, and is always <Jv,tilable to lis!l'n to a 
l'roblem, answer a qut•stion, lend <1 sympatlwtic car or ,J helping h<tnd to the 
members of his flock. 

During his min istry, Fr. I Ltig,tzoun h,t::, po~id ::,pcci,tl ilttention to the 
vocation of tc•aching. It is the hallmark of the lint•st IL'al'iwrs th,tt tlwy can 
t''press the dt't'pest sentiments <tnd most profo1111d id t•,ts through d few 
co~rt•fully chosen words, thu s ci<Irifying us 111 our confu::,ion, illumin,tting us 
rn nur ignorann', ;md consoling us in our sorrow. This i" n1w of the hight•'-t 
c,tllings for ,1 pastor-a t'<1lling which Fr. ll,tig<tzoun truly t'Xemplitics. The 
Armenian Church is fortunate to h,tvt• s uch ,1 slwplwrd lt•,tding its flock, and 
tlH' f! oly Trinity parish is fortunate to have him ,Js its p,tstor. 

Wt• offer our congr,ttulations to Fr. llaig,t~:oun as lw pas~··~ this 
milestont' in his ministry, ,md pr,ty th,lt lw will rontinuL' tu pn•;tdt, st•rvc, 
,md labor in tlw v Il1l'}'drt! of our I .ord fpr Ill <lilY YL'clr~ to t llTlll'. 

1\Lt~ IY, 19% 

With pr,lyl'r-,, 

f\~\-). \(. ~~~'C><..A-'\ 
;\rch\li,.,lwp Kh,tjag B<~r~dllli<~n 
l'rim,ttt• 
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VERY REV. FATHER HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN 

The Very Rev. Father Haigazoun Melkonian, Pastor of Holy Trinity 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Cheltenham, PA, was born in Detroit, 
Michigan on August 22, 1949. He is the son of Byron and Virginia 
Melkonian, brother of Jacqueline El Chemmas and Patricia Muskat. 

Fr. Haigazoun graduated from St. John's Church School where he 
later served as teacher, Worship Director and acolyte training 
program instructor and coordinator. He also taught Armenian language 
and folk dancing at the st. John 's Calouste Gulbenkian Armenian 
School. He was an active member of the A.C.Y.O.A. Juniors and 
Seniors, and has held various positions in the Junior and Senior 
Chapters, both locally and on the national level in the A.C.Y.O.A . 
Seniors . 

He also served as a teacher and counselor at the A.G.B.U . Camp 
Ararat. 

Fr. Haigazoun e&rned his Bachelors of Education and Mas ters 
Degree in Guidance and Counseling from Wayne State University, and 
taught in the Detroit Public School System at the high school level 
for two years. 

Before entering St. James' Seminary in Jerusalem in 1974, Fr. 
Haigazoun studied at the Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin for one year. 
While studying for the priesthood in Jerusalem, he was a teacher of 
English and Geography, for which he prepared a bilingual text, at 
the Seminary. 

On June 13, 1976 on the Feast of Pentecost , he was ordaine · ~ 
the sacred priesthood of the Armenian Apostolic Church. lie is 
member of the St. James' Brotherhood of the Armenian Patriarchat L 01 
Jerusalem. 

In the spring of 1978, Fr. Haigazoun was elevated to the r~nk of 
Vartabed, Doctor of ~he Church. 

Very Rev. Fr. IIAigd~oun Melkonian became a member of the clergy 
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in America in October of 1978, 
at which time he assumed his responsibilities as pastor ot st. 
Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church of Haverhill, 
Massachusetts. 

In January of 1984, the Prim~te , His Eminence Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian appointed Fr. llaigazoun as pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian 
Apostolic Church he is presently serving . 

Fr. Haiqazoun has written Til E ACOLYTE TR AINI NG I'ROGR AI\1 OF 
THE ARMEN IAN APOSTO l.IC Ctll:RCII , which is printed under the auspices 
of our Diocese. He wan asked ~nd has corrected for publication the 
A. C. Y. 0 . A. book let, SACRAM ENTS AND PRAYE RS and a l>ICTIONA RY OF 
T il E ARM ENIAN CIIIJRCH . He has translated and E'dited ~AI NI"S AN D 
FEASTS OF Til E ARME NIAN ( ' lllJRCll which was printed in 1990 for the 
Department for Rel ig ious Education. 

Very Rev. llaigaroun Melkonian received the rank of Dzayrakouyn 
Vartabed on September 14, 1991 from His Eminence, Archbishop Khajag 
Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church. 
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PROGRAM 

INVO CATI O N 

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Diocese of the Armenian Church 

T OAST 

Arsen Hanamir ian, Esquire 

MASTE R O F CEREMONI ES 

j ohn Hoplamazian 

ADDR ESS 

Nicklas Terkan ian 

MUSICAL S ELECTION S 

Maroush Nigon 

Ara Eloian Accompanist 

KEYNOTE S PEA KER 

Dr. Garo Garibian 

Parish Council Chairman 

GUEST O F HONOR 

Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Dzv. Melkonian 

Pastor 

ADDRESS & BENE DICTION 

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Ba rsamian , Primate 

Diocese of the Armenian Church 
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BANQUET CHAIR Er 
FOOD PREPARATION 

Zepure McKenna 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Created and Donated by 
john Hoplamazian 

RESERVATIONS 

jeanette Der Hagopian 
Merle Santerian 

WINE DONATED BY 

janice Alexanian Er Vaughn Alexanian 


