
Hr . vedis Derderian 
Chairman , Pari sh Council 
86 Willow Avenue 
Bradford , Mass . 

Dear Mr . Derderian: 

October 21, 1961 

We hereby inform you that the t erm of office of your 
delegate s is expired and you s houl d el e c t new delegates 
with their alternat es, nd s end the name s and addre$ se s , 
to th Diocesan Office, not l ater than t he fir s t week of 
March, to enabl e us to invite them to the Dioce s an ssembly 
and mail the annu 1 report of the Dioce s an Council • . 

According to the resolution adopted by the last 
Diocesan Asse bly , the Tivan of th Assembly wil l confi rm 
the election of the new delegat s, therefore you re 
advi s ed to mail the original copy of the credentials of 
your delegates , tQ the Diocesan off·ice , duly signed by 
your clergy and by the chairman and secretary of your 
Parish Council . 

Your delegates must present the copy of their 
credentials at the Diocesan Assembly . 

llith p~blesaings & prayers , 

SION ARC~P' 
Primate of the Diocese of the Arm nian 

Church Qf America 



St. G l' e g o l' y the Ill u m i n at o l' A l' m e n i a n A p o s to I i c C h u l' c h 
Main Street DRal.e 4-9778 

HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS 

November 3, 1966 

To The Diocesan Council: 

There has been a great deal of dissatisfaction be
tween the Parish Council, many of the church elders and 
our priest, the Reverend Vartan Der Assadoorian. 

On October 7, 1966 during the Arachnord's first but 
unofficial visit to our church, the priest repeated a re
quest for a transfer to another parish as he had previously 
done by letter. Later that evening, the Parish Council 
requested a change with some reasons in detail. Still 
later, a group of highly disturbed elder laymen had an 
audience with Bishop Torkom concerning this same subject. 

Our church has been deeply hurt because of so much 
degeneration, unrest and ill-feeling. There have been 
several ungentlemanly verbal provocations and it is not 
the intent of this letter to evaluate differences. If 
further details are desired, several members of our Parish 
Council will be available at your meeting when called upon. 
Any delays will create further tension. Therefore, it is , 
our request that the Diocesan Council take immediate action 
and replace our priest. 

Copies: 

Bishop Torkom Manoogian 
Rev. V. Assadoorian 
File 

Very truly yours, 



Rev. Michael Buttero 
Pastor and President 

September 8, 1970 

St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church 
110 Main Street 
Haverhill, Mass. 01830 

Dear Father Michael: 

On the joyous occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the consecration of St. Gregory the Illuminator Church, 
we congratulate our faithful and share their happiness. 

During these troubled times, the importance of devotion 
to Our Lord and His Church cannot be minimized. The strength 
we derive from Him will sustain us to continue working for 
His Glory in the coming years. We are pleased that the 
Haverhill parish has been exemplary in its faithfulness and 
has constantly witnessed to the Faith, serving the needs of 
the community. 

We pray that you may continue your untiring efforts in 
His service for the spiritual growth of the children of the 
Armenian Church. 

jp 

Prayerfully yours, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



, 

The Reverend Nersoss Baboorian 
Pa s tor 

J Pre id nt of Parish Council 
St. Gre gory The Illu inator 
110 • ain Street 
Haverhill, ~ ssachusetts 01830 

Dea r Father Nereoss : 

January 25, 1972 

En closed is the first statement of the 19 72 Dio ce san fiscal 
year. It is ba·ed on t he ne1 recom ended assessments, p reviously 
submitted to your arish, whi ch are yet to be confir ed by the 
Diocesan Assemb l y . If nny chan ges are intToduced at the Ass bly, 
adjustments will subs quently be made to conform to that decision. 

Included on t esc state ents vi ll be re ular clergy insurance 
p ro iums, wherever app licable for u ich se?arate statements wi ll 
not b e i · ucd. 

We ur ge that remittances for t hese mon t hly st te onts be 
nade as regularly as possible o t hat t ho expenditures and 
finances at Dio cesan llcadquartors may be mana ed efficiently. 

We wish finally to dra you r attention to bho sum of 574.89 
whic re nins as a balance from your parish's 19 71 obligations. 
We u~"e that t h is sum b o r mittod at t he first op portunity, so 
t ha t our annual re p ort may s'ow no delinquencies at the Assembly. 

J/\/ c 

en closure 

cc : ' fr. John 'fatian 
Chairman 

Sincerely. 

ack ntraassi n 
Executive Di ·ector 



The Re v re d ~ers_s Baboorian 
Pasto r 
Presiu nt of t.e Paris, Council 

Febru~ry 8, 1973 

t. Gr gor1 T e Ill inator .r nian Church 
1}.0 Ma in Street 

4 av rhill, . as;-ac 1usett.. !83 

Dear Fat l r Ne rsc : 

~e . ave received a letter from a cone rned Armenian 
urg ing u s to r nt p er is i n for t e joint observ n e e 
of A· ril 2 , 1973, with our Se~ar ted c urc . 

t t cresent ti we fee l it ould be inapp ropri te 
to c nging our Di rect iv c nc rnin g joint affairs conducted 
i t~e official nama of t h e church. ~s you k no we h ve 

uitt ~ from oth ai es di3cu~sing t e • e ns nd t e 
by whic tru unity may be achi ved in our 

Diocuse . Any p r m ture a cts ma y wel l prov ar ful to the 
ffectiveness of t hese n~gotiation • 

• emus , ther for , re ffir k our Di rdc tiv b rring 
such joint activities , n rep t our wa r ho e that t e 
tru unit y e p ra y and 1ork f r will re solve uch difficultie 
once nd for all . 

AT ./ s 

cc : tr. Har r y Kaspari n 
Ch irm n 
P ri h Co uncil 

Pr yerful l {, 

rc: bi3 o) Torkom 1anoogi n 
Pri at 



Fe ru ry 22, 1973 

r e everend ~er es 8ahoorian 
Pastor 
st . Gregory 
.h.l Mal Str. 
H verhill, 

Illuminator Ar nian C. urcn 

01 30 

Dear .;.• th r d rs s: 

ived yo r ru · •.t rd or 
~1 r. 

, r ce 

,f)Oi t 
lti:::h various 

fo r your 

·nd 
e 

h 

tt ntio th 

stahli ned, on t e 
A copy of thi is 

se,. ali ' I 11 s for th 

sis of 
nclo ~ 

futur • 

It ho 1 also be ot tha the points ar set forth 
reco end tion for ctio 

ally fr t e Parish ~ouncil. 
for t e s rvic o£ a y indiviqual, t 
n· the Diocesan Council mu t co 

It i obvio s that th indivi ual i 
' out your roo e< actin, in ord r to 

ev nt that the re q uired ~tand·rds re not 

q e tio should not know 
void mb rrassment 1 t e 

t. 

Pray rfull , 

• 'l'M/s~ 

c. -- Point Syste~ 

rc bi nop orko 
Pri ate 

noogian 



Mr. larry ·asparian 
Chairman, P~rish Council 

June 3, 1 74 

St. r;regory the Illuminator Arr.teni n Churcn 
110 !·lain ctreet 
haverhill, }1ass. 01830 

Dear 'fr. ''as arian: 

We have your letter of ~ay 24, and can ppreciate t e 
concerns you express. 

:lc are al\vays preoccupied vi th the performance o our 
pastors · nJ the wel are of our various paris~es. 

~e will give urgent consideration to the request for a 
nastoral chan~e in your p· rish, a d we will be in toucl1 1ith 
you. ~'lc will r:tlso communicate wit Fr. ersess. 

r,leanwhile, however, we c nnot accept or nermi t the 
setting of a termination date. This will de 1 end on contin
gent arrange1 ents, concernin<! ihich ''~e will keep you apnrised. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbisho Torko~ !anoogian 
Pri... ate 



-

Reverend :lersess Baboorian 
Pastor 
St. Gregory the Illlli~inator 
Armenian Church 
110 LiJain Street 
uaverhill, Massachusetts 01830 

Dear Father Nersess: 

August 7, 1974 

It has been some time since our parishes made group 
pilgrimages to st. Vartan Cathedral, and it is our hope 
·that we may be able to reinstitute this · ractice on a 
regular basis. These pilgrinages prov d to e a Tonder ul 
experience in the past, with valuable benefits, not onl~ 
to the Cathedral, but to the ?articipatin')' ;:)aris h 

We have rograms that ie can offer as sup le~nt~ to 
worship in the Cathedral. It ~ould make us hap~y if you 
could organize a qroup pilgrimage to St. Vartan Ca~1edral 
in your oarisll during 1974-75. ;Je v10uld 1-rant you, of 
course, to celebrate the Divine Liturgy. 

Please give this your earlier-t consideration and confirn 
t e date since we ould like to announce it and ake 
preparation~ or a noontime meal and a brief rogra~ for 
the day. 

Let s hear fro you at your earliest convenience. 

cc: ~r- BarrJ asparian 
Council ~~airman 

vb 

Sincerely, 

'"'ev. r. tampr.:.. Kouzouian 
Canon Sacrist 


